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COMING EVENTS. 


WARRAGUL F.N.C. 
Meeting: 


Friday 18th January 

at Proceed, Normanby St, 
Warragul. 

Members Night. 


TRARALGON F.N.C. 
Change of address Secretary 


Mr David Fitzgerald 
P.0.Box 175 
Churchill 3842 
Phone (051)221104 


LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C 
Meeting: 


Weekend Campout Mt Baw Baw 


Friday 18th January- 

(one week earlier than usual) 
Members Night. Please bring slides 
with an Alpine theme. 


January 25th- 28th. 
Bunnerong lodge 
Contact Secretary for details. 


LAYROBE VALLEY F.N.C. 
BOAT TRIP 


Saturday February 23rd 


to ??Prom Port Welshpool 


Please note ; All monies due on account of boat trip and 
campout at iit Baw Ea to be paid at January 


Meeting. 


BAIRNSDALE F.N.C. 
SECRETARY : 


Mrs D.Hillard 
11 Enid Street Bairnsdale. 
phone (051) 523486. 
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THE AUSTRALIAN BIRD-BANDING SCHEME. 


_ OBJECTIVES. The aim of the Australian Bird-Banding Scheme is to 
obtain accurate information about the habits and movements of birds. 
Such Knowledge, apart from its purely scientific value, is essential for 
the effective conservation of native species, for the management of game 
birds, and for the control of those which are pests. 


ORGANIZATION. The Scheme, which began operation in 1953, is run by 
the CSIRO, Division of wildlife and Rangelands Research, in collaboration 
with the State and Territory fauna authorities. Bands are supplied to app- 
Poved ornithologists, professional and amateur, in order that they may 
“adertake specific ornithological studies. Bands supplied by the Scheme 
ENS been used throughout Australia and its territories, as well as in 
renua New Guinea, Malaysia, Brunei, Vanuatu, Fiji and Antarctica. 


: RESULTS. Up to 1983, over 1,800,000 birds of 830 species have been 
nave been banded through the Scheme and over 200,000 have so far been re~ 
~overed, Many birds are recovered on more than one occasion, the record 
‘Sing held by a Silvereye banded in Sydney which was retrapped, by the 
eYson who banded it, a total of 677 times in 1148 days. Some of the moxc > 
“pectacular banding and recovery totals and recovery records are listed 
“verleaf. Approximately 80,000 birds are now being banded each year. 


: OTHER SCHEMES.Several Australian States operate their own schemes EOD 
banding waterfowl, with headquarters in the State capital. Many overseas 
countries also have bird-banding schemes, and birds banded abroad are fre. 
quently found in Australia. Foreign bands which are found may be sent to 
US or to the address shown on the band. 


RECOVERIES. Reports of the recovery of banded birds by members of the 
Public are bringing to light much information about the migrations, habits. 
life Span, causes of death, and so on, of Australian birds. Apart from. 
the ducks. and other game birds, which are shot for sport, no bird seen 
Wearing a band should be harmed, for it may be under observation by the 
bander, If any banded birds are caught alive and healthy, please write 
down the full number and address shown on the band and free the bird still 
ycePing the band. In the case of birds found dead, or shot, the band shou-- 
id be removed, flattened, and returned with your letter. . 


The information which we require in your letter is: 


1. Your name and address(so that we can acknowledge your letter and 

tell you where and when the bird was banded) 

The full number and address shown on the band. 

- The place where you found the bird. 

» the date on which you found the bird. 

- The cause of death(if known) and how long the bird had been dead, 
or whether it was released still wearing its band. 


mf wn 


a The suecess of the Scheme depends to a large extent on the reporting 
+ bands by members of the public who find them. Every band returned adcs 
another item of information which will help to increase our knowledge of 
Australian birds. 


Your interest and co-operation are greatly appreciated. 


Secretary, Australian Bird Banding Scheme, 
Division of Wildlife and Rangelands Research, CSIRO, 
P.0.Box 84, Lyneham,Canberra, A.C.T. 2602 
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ren Sag A FAMILY OF MAGPIES. 
During the last week in September and the spell of very stron 
equineataileenteen a very young baby magpie appeared on the grass néar 
my house.As it was almost dark, and the baby bird was alone, I approached 
it, but desisted when it ran towards the fence. 


I saw no more of it for a couple of days, but noticed that Mum and 
Dad took my usual morning food offering over a ridge to a lower road- 
side area, so assumed that Baby was htere. On the second or third evening 
later, just on dark and when equinoctial gales were quite violent, I was 
on an outdoor errand when I heard pitiful bird screeches from nearby. 


. Investigation revealed the baby magpie on its back and now" speech- 
less" I picked it up, quiet and unresisting, and put it on a low branch 
of nearby Euc.nicholii, where it remained for a time at least, but I did 
not see or hear any sign of parent birds on either occasion. 


I am still wondering whether, on the latter occasion, the baby fell 
out of the large Bushy Yate under which it lay, or had been on the gro- 
und, as when previously and first seen, and my big dog been responsible 
for it being on its back- but, if so, without injuring it, I’was relieved 
to find. ee Nina 

Over the next two weeks baby and: one or two parents were frequently 
seen together on my five acre grassed area. Baby often being left alone 
wnile Dad and/or lium presumablysought food for it; then; two mornings 
ago, baby was brought by father to share my regular morning food offering 
and, to my delight, was left alone near my front door and windows while 
Dad and Mum (who being shyer, always arrives after her mate) went off 
seeking more food, I assume a sure sign that I am trusted, I thought.? 


This morning I was both amazed and delighted when both parents and 
TWO babies came to share my offering, as I had no idea that a second 
baby existed. | . 

I assume that one baby may have been blown out of the nest in a lone 
large eucalypt on the hill while too young and unpracticed to fly back 
up to it; or could it have been out first because it was the more advan-— 
ced of the two- in Dad's care while Mum tended the other; or both could 
have been out for the same period going their separate ways, each under 
one parent ...If only birds could answer questions !!! 


The sudden appearance of the second babe was all the more surpris- 
ing because I had seen both parents and only one babe together on my 
short grassed allotment on a number of occasiona, and they appeared to 
consider it a safe area for Baby to be left alone as reqmhired by feeding 
needs. 
; Over the last three or four days of wet, gale force icy wind period 
the two babes have, after sharing my daily morning offering, remained 
sheltering under the dense plant to leeward of which the food is put, 
Three or four days after babe Two's appearance, Dad returned before’ their 
departure and I saw him feeding one bird but ignoring the other's appro- 
ach with open mouth (the latter now lame in one leg) which seems: to ‘con- 
firm my idea that each parent has “adopted one babe. ‘es 


Next morning, Dad and the two babes were on the spot awaiting my 
offering.Dad fed one youngone, but lum ignored both when she joined them 
a few moments later and only fed herself.As Dad's was only a brief feed-~ 
ing effort, then both Babes ‘helped themselves', it seems that the parents 
consider them sufficiently advanced to be largelt left to do so, the one 
left unfed by parents this morning considered the more advanced, or poss~ 
ibly needing to be left hungry to make it help itself; leaving me still 
questioning that each parent had assumed responsibility for one babe 
before the two young ones appeared together for their daily food ration 
from me. : \ 
Honor Crane, 
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A FEW OBSERVATIONS ON THE LOCAL DANSELFLIES. 


One does not even have to be thinking about being a field naturalist 
to make observations that are both interesting and able to lead further 
to research. Last Saturday (27/10/1984) I was standing talking with a 
friend during the lunchbreak from lectures on the banks of the G.I.A.E. 
pond or lake. Flying around were many damselflies, the genus and species 
eluding me as much of their initial identification depends on wing ven- 
ation and I do not carry a collapsible butterfly net with me! 


Anyhow I noticed that a metallic blue striped damselfly was holding 
on to the thorax of a grey bodied damselfly which was clinging to a reed 
above water level. The abdomes of this grey damselfly was held horizont-~ 
ally. However, that of the blue damselfly was curved downwards: in a semi- 
circle so that it could be inserted under what seemed to be the poster- 
ior margin of the dorsal thoracic plate of the grey damselfly. 

Reference to " The Insects of australia" indicates that similar positions 
ape common in damselflies preceding and during mating although this part- 
icular formation is not illustrated or described. 

I had presumed that the metallic blue damselfly was the male and the grey 
one the female but after consulting “The Insects of Australia" TIT am not 
auite sure. I also have no idea whether this was just a courting stance 
or in facet copulation. If the latter then several problems seem to arise 
depending on which was male and which female being how the eggs are fert- 
ilized. Perhaps some knowledgeable local entymologist can help out with 
some more information. 


Reference: "The Insects of Australia’ C.S.I.R.0., HM.U.P. 1970. 
Barbara Neilson. 


LL 


RAPANEA HOWLITTIANA. 


The common name of this plant is both Turnipwood on Muttonwood. 
On private property at Callignee North in February 1984 there was a 


» ° . 


Muttonwood Tree (Rapanea howittiana) in berry. The tree was approximately 
Seven metres high and 1/3 metre in diameter at the base. Therefore we 
presume it is a very mature tree. As is usual with this plant the berries 
were on the branchlets and not in clusters on the ends of the branches. 
The lem.purple berries obscured the branchlets completely and were a 
wonderful sight. ; 


We have been past this area often over the years but have never 
Seen. the tree in berry before. There were several smaller trees on the 
roadside but they showed no signs of having flowered. 


x I have made enquiries of Miss Galbraith and Mrs Lyndon and both of.” 
ick had only seen this lovely sight once at Licola and Buchan respect- 
ively. ea. , 

: We wondere if it was the season that induced the profusion of ae 
Serries. So knowing these trees grew in the Morwell National Park we vis~. 
ited it to see if those trees carried berries. Unfortunately we could not 
“ind one tree with berries although we found many trees of the liuttonwoc-. 
: Now we are wondering if the growth of so many berries has something 
to do with the age of the tree as there were no very mature trees in the 
‘orwell National Park. We will watch this large tree next year to, see if 
1t bears berries again. Voy LS 


Does anyone have any knowledge to add about this species 2 


Bon Thompson. 
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3 - SOME HIGHLIGHTS V.F.N.C.V. TRIP TO WARRyMBUNGLES. 


Several Latrobe Valley: Field Naturalist Club members joined the: 
Victorian Field. Naturalists on a round trip. the the Warryumbungle Ranges. 


After leaving the highway we travelled through Murchison and Rush- 
worth arriving at Echuca for a morning break at’ the River Parkland, the 
- tbirdos" were delighted ‘with. their first sighting of several pairs. of 
Yellow Rosellas. On the way .to Griffith: we passed'a stand’ of Boree trees 
Acacia pendula which | are. said to give: off a pungent perfume. when burnt: 
and were popular among pioneers in the early days. We observed quite a 
, lot of tree planting-in this-area. We then visited the Cocooparra Natio- 
nal Park and were interested: to view a hermits chapel and kitchen, which 
was two’ natural caves in the rocky area of this reserve. Travelling from 
West Wyalong we passed through some very wet areas and were taken to L 
Lake Cowal Bird Sanctuary. It is off the main road but has an abundance 
of bird life and is an important breeding ground and SERIE E EU for 
water fowl and well worth a visit. 


Paying a visit to Peake Hill open cut gold mine we saw where. miners 
had dug two enormous holes, and a partly exposed shaft leading to the 
surface, in their search for this elusive metal. Going back to the Newell 
Highway we called at a nature reserve to view Emus and Kangaroos. 


Three’ nights were spent at Gilgandra, and we set off to visit whe 
Vlarrumbungles. The weather was dull and overcast as we travelled the 
gravel road. After about 10 miles(16 Km) we espied blackm well rutted 
thick mud in front!! - would we or would we not negotiate it ? 

Our bus driver decided * well maybe": ,; However after slipping and slid- 
ing for a distance this. way and that, traction came to a halt!! .- 

Here we were ankle deep in a stretch of thick black oozy mud ra still 
much of'ooze' to cover and miles from anywhere. “Everybody out" was the 
next cry -.to-go dry grass hunting and eventually through skillful driv- 
ing by. the driver, pushing by the stalwarts, and the smart and constant 
application of dry grass under the wheels by the "erass brigade” the bus 
was once more on a firm road, just as a friendly farmer, who had observed 
our plight had driven his motor cycle home to get a huge tractor to ass- 
ist us! Back in the bus again with muddy feet and after travelling more 
‘dicey’ stretches of road, we finally reached our destination. amid. drizz- 
ling rain.- the Varrumbungles National Park Office. © 


Spectacular scenic views of spires and domes were now seen. 
This range is the remains of an ancient volcanic activity, and heavily 
timbered. Enjoying our lunch break we wandered amongst the flowers and 

Saw Indigofera australis var. Signata (Leafless Indigo) which was very 
striking with its black dotted midribs. The flowers were in beautiful 
clumps of clear rainwashed colours, Blue Dampiera, pink Boronia, yellow 
Hibbertia, red Grevillea, white. Leucopogon, mauve Prostanthera and many, 
many orchids, a veritable garden. On the way back to the Motel we paid 
a visit to Gilgandra: Flora Reserve which was made to conserve Phebalium 
nottii(Pink Phebalium) which was growing in massed profusion with clust- 
ers of bright pink flowers. Beautifying work is in progress at the 
Picken Falls on the Wallumburrawang Creek, a pretty place. 

From Gilgandra to Narrabri and through the Pillaga Nature INES) as 
on many other stretches of road throughout the trip it was not. ‘roses 
roses all the way! but 'wattle wattle all the way! masses and masses of 
rich glorious SOE bloom , at the peak of perfection... _ 


SOntneerone: 
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_ WARRUMBUNGLES ~~ Contd... 
A visit to Mount Kaputar National Park to meet the ranger who then 


took us to various lookouts on the way to the Cyclerama Lookout at the 
top of the Mount 1524 metres above sea level, here we had a 360 degree 


RT; 


Tehopea speciossima .down at the bottom of a gully against a background 
of burnt trees.*"Continuing to Katoomba along the Putty Road,.,stopping 
at’the Hawksbury Lookout to view the beautiful mountain scenery en: route. 
At: Katoomba :we visited the well known lookouts and also visited the .. 
Cahill ‘Lookout to view. the landslide. We then carried on, to the.newly 
Ciscovered convicts graves at Pulpit Hill. 


‘Our stop at Canberra caused some mirth at the Motel when-it was dis- 
Covered a bus load of Field Naturalists were not a bus full ofinudistsi 
A“pérfect finish was a visit to the National Botanic Garden set.in the 
Natural. forest of Black Mountain, and an ideal spot. to appreciate the 
beauty: of australian flora and to smell the perfume of boronias, wattles 
and gums, as well as the many native birds that inhabit the trees. | 


Last day and homeward bound via albury and Beechworth,. after having 
travelled through a large area of varied country and having seen avery 
_ diverse range of flora and fauna, geological and historical features. 


Pearl Reeves. 


BIRD WATCHING AGAIN. 


While visiting friends near Wangaratta in June, we had the pleasure 
Of watching a small flock of Turquoise Parrots feeding on the ground ben- 
eath tall trees. We were so captured bythe ‘beauty of these uncommon birds 
that we sat and watched them for 3/4 nour. A lovely Jittle Flame Robin 
with scarlet throat and breast was“also in:the vicinity.and added to the 
Colour. wt: Gace 

We were taken to the Killawarra forest and beside a small dam we sat 
quietly on the bank in that peaceful spot and watched birds coming in to 
drink and bathe. The Yellow-tufted Honeyeaters were in no hurry and did 
hot object to our prescence. Again there were about 6 of them and they 
Stayed for about half an hour. 


A, Other birds seen that day that ewe had not seen before included 
“he Hooded Robin, all black and white; the Noisy Friar-birds with the 
large knob on the forehead and so aptly named as they continued their 
loud raecous call most of the day; the Little Friar-bird without the knob; 
the Little Lorikeet with its red face and the beautiful Regent Honeyeater. 


I am firmly converted back to birdwatching after that visit, 
despite the muscles that objected to my up and down actions with the 
‘noculars all day. 


Bon Thompson. 
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GLENALADALE NATIONAL PARK. 


After leaving Stratfoed in the company of other members, we made 
our way to Glenadale National Park; on the way admiring the red callist- 
emons which were flowering profusely beyond, Providence Ponds. 


When we turned into the Dargo- Fernbank Road, being the first car 
we were fortunate to:see the Wonga Pigeon which flew alongside us. for a 
considerable distance before going to ground. 


‘As we were the first club to. arrive at the park, we daaticka to 
walk: down to the Den of Nargun and return to the car park for lunch. 


‘This park is a part of a former | extensive plateau that was severely 
eroded, by stream action. About 5 million. years ago this plateau was elev- 
atedabove -the surrounding land, then streams began to cut gorge like 
Merit: through the plateau and is continuing to do so to the present. 


The ® Den “of Nargun Walk" takes you down into the rainforest gully 
and - “then along Woolshed Creek to the Den, which is a cavern beneath an. *... 
overhanging rock ledge. A waterfall usually curtains the:cavern but could 
be dry in the summer. The track is rather | steep with PEDY SSPE b 3 in peaeees> 
but can’ be negotiated safely. 


Near the Den huge Kanooka trees are SRR! Ana all at one the Woolshed 
Creek are tall Pittosporums and Lilly-pillys. Also huge woody vines, 
various mosses, ferns and orchids that cover the branches of. many trées. 
The Wombat Vine was. in flower and the Rough Maidenhair Fern was conspic~ 
uous; Blue Mountain gums , Yellow BOx> Red Box and. SHES: were: also 
seen. 

Birds. seen and heard. were the Black-faced Plyecatcher .« Brown Yarb-: 
ler, ‘King: Parrot , “and some. Yellow Robins. 


‘On our way back to the carpark for lunch we met Mark Doyle, -the 
Park Ranger and his wife Eve who had come to meet us, also five members 
of the’ Bairnsdale F.N.C. After lunch a party of us led by Mark walked a’ 
rugged track to Bull Creek which was very interesting. 
The Lyrebirds were in song and so were the Golden Whistlers. 
Although no animals were to be™ seen, a lot of evidence of Ce occupat~ 
ion was apparent. 

After a cuppa back at the car park, Mark and Eve and ane Bairnsdale 
Club were thanked and we proceeded on our vex home. 


Jim Wall. 


LIABILITY. 


Every person participating does so as a volunteer in all 
Beereers and as such accepts responsibility for any injury 

to her/himself, however incurred, and the LATROBE VALLEY 
FIELD NATURALIST CLUB, its Office Bearers, Organisers and 
Leaders are absolved from any liability in respect of any 
injury or damage suffered whilst engaged in eB Club activity. 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST 


DETAILS OF CONTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS. 


CLUB. 


LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. 


SALE F.N.C. 


TRARALGON F.N.C. 


WARRAGUL F.N.C. 


BATRNSDALE F.N.C. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


HON.SECRETARY. 


Mrs I.Peterson 

14 Barry Street, 
Morwell 3840 
"phone 342129 


Mr Maclean 
P.0.BOx 302 
SALE 3850 
‘phone 458238 


D.H. Fitzgerald 
R.M.B.1360 
Jumbuk via Yinnar 


Mr J.Brooks 

3 Nobel Street. 
WARRAGUL 3820 | 
‘phone 231563 


Mrs E .MeCoy 
24 Goold Street 
BAIRNSDALE 3875 


Due March lst, Payable to Hon Treasurer 


NATURALIST $6.00 


FAMILY $10.00 


MEETINGS. 


7.30pm. on 4th Friday 
each month, at 
Regional Education 
Cantre, Kirk St HOE. 


8.00pm on lst Friday 
each month, Room 13 
Continuing Education 
Centre, Raymond Street 
SALE. 


8.00pm on ist Friday 
each month, at L.V. 
Education Building 
Kosciusko St.School 


_ , ‘TRARALGON.. 
~- 8.00pm on 3rd Friday 


each. month at 


166 Sutton Street 


WARRAGUL. 


8.00pm on 3rd Friday 
each month. C.W.A.Hall 
BAIRNSDALE. 


irs A.Stewart 
P.0.BOx 169 
Newborough 3825 


SINGLE MEMBERS $8.00 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST is the official publication of the 
Latrobe Valley Field Naturalist Club. 


Contributions on any aspect of Natural History are Seemed from 
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NEWBOROUGH - 3825. 
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COMING EVENTS 
LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. 


Meeting Friday February 23rd 
Speaker: MissWendy Clark Spiders. 
Excursion Saturday )February 24th Boat Trip. 
to Chinamans Bay or elswhere 
Meeting Place | Port Welshpool (Small Jetties) 
at 9.30 am 
ANNUAL MEETING Friday March 22nd,25th birthday 
Celebration 


Voting on Incorporation 


ne nnnennetnenne enn enesnenetnensenennenennnnsnaectsnnennasan nasi 


TRARALGON F.N.C. 
Meetings held on 1st Friday of each month 
Committee Meeting held on Tuesday prior to General SER 
Secretary. Me D. Fitzgerald 
~P.0.Box 175 
Churchill 3842 
(051% 221104 


A A LOL 


Bairnsdale F.N.C. 
ARY ites D.Hillard 
ne oe 11 Enid Street Bairnsdale 3875 
(051)523486 


Tete eee 


WARRAGUL F.N.C. | a 
MEnietN Cees / Friday 15th. March 
Annual Meeting. 


f 


EXCURSION: RB isthe Contact Secretary for details. 


ae a sag te, Rar Re ee can eee 
NATIVE PLANTS GROUP MORWELL. 


Meeting: Monday February 18th Members Night 
: Bring slides or something of 
interest. | 
This group meets in the Presbyterian Church Hall James Street 
Morwell on the 3rd Monday each month at 8.00p-. 
Further information Pat Holywell (051)222623 
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MATING OF DAMSELFLIES. 


Extracts from "Living Insects " by R.D.Hughes in the series Australian 
Naturalist Library by Collins. 


Under the heading of Damselflies and Dragonflies. 

For Damselflies mating occurs indirectly as in dragonflies. 
Under dragonflies - The sexes are readily distinguished (in the hand) by 
the prescence of complex secondary sexual stnuctures under ‘the second 
abdominal segment of the male. Also the tip of the male abdomen is fur- 
nished with a pair of claspers for holding the female. Female dragonflies | 
may have a well-developed egg- laying organ at the tip of the abdomen. 


The males respond to the approach of gravid females with the usual 
attack, but this is quickly modified into a more or less elaborate mat- 
ing procedure. Copulation in dragonflies is curiously indirect. 
Either previous to mating or at an early stage of it, the male curls his | 
abdomen below his own body and brings together the genital opening on 
the ninthe abdominal segment and the openings of the pouches of the 
Sccondary sexual apparatus in the second abdominal segment just below 
the thorax, thus charging his pouches with sperm. The male then uses 
his claspers at the tip of his abdomen th grasp the female by the'neck' , 
While they are both flying. They fly in tandem for some time, and then 
the female curls her abdomen forward below the male to make contact 
with the sperm filled pouches, and is fertilized. Tandem flight may end 
at the point, but in some species the male accompanies the female while 
She lays her eggs. 


Bon Thompson, 


CHRISTMAS VISITORS. 


On returning to Traralgon after Christmas in Melbourne I was sur- 
Drised and pleased to find that a family of Kookaburra (Dacelo gigas), 
two adults and their offspring had taken up hunting residence on my back 
fence overlooking the grassy banks of the Traralgon Creek. When not wait- 
ing for food the young bird slept in the Narrow Leafed Peppermint 
(Eucalyptus radiata) in the back yard. It gave a husky call rather like 
a very quiet version of the caw of a crow. 


Having some meat scraps I put these on the fence and then watched 
through my kitchen window. One of the adults took a large piece and 
Started beating it against the fence, off and on, for about five minutes, 
rejecting attempts by the young bird to eat it. Finally, presumably 
when it was soft enough the adult gave this food to the young bird. 

The other adult ate most of the food, preparing and giving one piece 
to the offspring and another small piece to the other adult. 


Apart from the call the young bird was easily distinguished from 
the adults by the lack of blue feathers on the upper surfaces of the 
Wings f ‘ , 

Barbara Neilson. 
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BROKEN HILL REGENERSTION SCHEME. 


The greening of Broken Hill came about by the untiring effort of 
a man named Albert Morris. Albert Morris was born in 1886 and came to 
Broken Hill when he was 5 years of age. As he grew up one of his goals 
in life was to learn all he could about plant life of the inland. 
He married in 1909 and his wife . shared his love of the plants and his 
understanding of the problem which beset the growing town --- the threat 
of premature burial under. shifting sand; driven by the hot north winds 
which blew across the western plain. Albert knew the bare area around 
the town had once been covered with trees, grasses and herbage, which 
bound the earth and prevented erosion. The shifting sand was the result 
of the destruction of nature's balance. The answer was to regenerate 
the sturdy desert plants.. 


The area has an annual rainfall of ten inches, so experiments were 


made to see which plants would survive in such a harsh environment. 
He established a nursery, collected and identified over 700 native plants. 


By 1936 the problem of sand drift had reached crisis point, when 
sand threatened essential mine extensions the Zinc corporation asked 
Albert to helpcombat the dand drift. Firstly they enclosed a 22 acre 

-apea around the mine with rabbit proof fencing, installed a tank on 
high ground to feed water by gravitation, and established a nursery. 
They planted thousands of trees and shrubs, brought in hundreds of young 
gum trees and turned the area into a forest of staked trees and shrubs. 
Within a few months the trees were established and native grasses were 
regenerating. The area was turning into a green oasis. New regeneration 
areas were established. 


By 1946 the erosion and sand drift was brought under control, the 
pioneer work of regeneration by Albert Morris is today carried on by 
the Field Naturalist Club, Mine Management, and Mine Workers. — 
Albert Morris died in 1939 and did not live to see the total reality 
of: his oR the garden city of Broken Hill. 


Jim Wall. 


VICTORIAN FIELD NATURALIST CLUBS ASSOCIATION. — 


Annual Labour Day Get Together , Saturday March 9th - Monday Marchlith. 

Mornington Peninsula. Host Club ~Peninsula Field Naturalist Club. 

An interesting program has beenpublished. 

Meeting place is Adam Clarke Village, Golf Links Rd. “Baxter. 

Secretary has full details. 

ee site caravans and camping area available at Robinsons Rd. Caravan 
Park, near Adam Clarke Village, make own arrangements. 

Bus will be going from Melbourne ,contact Marie Allender (03)52727u9. 


embers at different times have attended this weekend and it is a most 
enjoyable experience meeting people from Clubs far and wide in Victoria. 
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ANNUAL MEETING. — 


The Annual Meeting of the Latrobe Valley Field Naturalist Club 
will be held on Friday March 22nd. This year 1985 is the Clubs 25th 
birthday and special visitors will be invited to this meeting. 


The Committee are anxious that any former members of the Club 
be contacted and asked to come to our birthday celebration. 
If you. know anybody who has belonged to the Club in EB years please 
ask these people to come along on March 22nd. 


We hope to have some old photographs of excursions,ete for all-to. 
look at. If you know the whereabouts of any old photographs which would 
be of interest it would be appreciated if the Secretary seve’ BS told. 
about them. 


It is hoped to show slides of past events of note pertaining to 
the Club. If anybody has any slides for this showing please let us have 
them before the Annual Meeting as we would like to. ‘put them in some: 
scrt of order before the night. 


The evening will be mainly social and a special supper wilt BS 
a featiine of the evening. There is to be a birthday cake to be cut. 


ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS. This is another important. event for, 
the Annual Meeting. Offices declared vacant are. 
President.Held by Mr J.Wall 


Vice President No.1. held by Mr B. Adams | 
Treasurer Held by Mrs A.Stewart 
-Assistant Secretary Held by lirs V.Plant 


Ave any mennene interested. in any of these positions ? 

The existing Committee have been in office for several terms and some 
would like a change, even if for a short time. 

“None of these positions are so time consumi ing that some vgther people 
epuld not spare some time for the running of the Club. 

Remember it is YOUR Club and can only function well with interested 
people on the Committee. 


INCORPORATION. The Committee has recently been looking into the 
possibility of the Club becoming incarporated. A special supplement is 
included in this issue of L.V.Naturalist to advise all Members of the 
forthcoming incorporation. There is to be a vote at the Annual. Meeting 
and all members are asked to vote on this matter. A Peers NOES will 
be available if you cannot attend the meeting. 

This is a most important step for the. Club So Seas: give the eeetosal 
Serious thought. We must have a majority vote dnd -urge everybody to: 
Come to the meeting or send in postal vote. 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST (4) ISSUE No 254 FEBRUARY 1985 \ 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD JANUARY 16th 1985. 
—————————eE Ieee eee 


Cutting Costs. Decided at previous committee. meeting that program would 
be duplicated. Covers for Naturalist to be duplicated on bond paper. 
this would enable the cost of Naturalist to stay' the same in spite. of . 

a postal ‘increase from March 1985. 


Boat. Trip. Mr Wall advised that all attending the excursion should be at 
Port Welshpool at 9.30 am. Weather permitting boat will take all to. 
Chinaman's Bay. ™ 

Annual Meeting.Forms for nomination included in Natoma se, 

Vie are to: celebrate our 25th birthday at this meeting. Members who have 
Beer anes Apu aes) of excursions in the early days of the Club are asked-to 
ving these to the February General Meeting or give to Secretary before 

the Annual Meeting. 
Accounts passed for payment. $123.84 paper, ink, etc. “4 
Hall Hire for 3 months $15.00 Programs S.5)510.0 pe venient see 
F.N.C.V. affiliation $18.00 5% 
supper Roster. to be presented at General Meeting for. sistlanisainae 


Correspondence. received. ‘A.C.F. National woodchip Campaign. 

details of Seminar Mosses and Liverworts 20-24th May at MOnash University. 
CLEMATIS. ;WETA(nz), Vic Naturalist, N.T.Naturalist 
CAGE Vist News, ECOS, Government in Focus. Gestetner re area Hei 


. Australian Environment Council Newsletter. 


Book List form Prentice Hall Inc. (Natural History Citles) 
Flower Show. Venue has been changed to Presbyterian Hall ,Kay St. T'gon. 


Incorporation of the Club discussed at length. A sub Committee has come 
forward with a recommendation that we become incorporated. 
The motion will be voted. upon at the Annual Meeting. this is a most 
important matter and all members should vote , either by Sugeest the 
meeting or sending voting paper enclosed in Naturalist. — 


Conservation Co-ordinator. Submissions being prepared for 
Department of Premier and Cabinet,Environment Effects. Statement. 
Dutson Downs Relocation of Radio Active Residual Stores. 
L.V.W.S.B. Dutson Downs, Disposal of specified Nuisance Wastes. 


SUPPER ROSTER. _ February 22nd 


Next: Committee. ‘Meeting will be held on Gedneedae reese 20th at the 
home :of Mr€Mrs poHoMBSon PEREREE eave as BEE REREIOM\: south at 7,30 DM” 


i LIABILITY. 


EVERY PERSON PARTICIPATING DOES - SO AS A VOLUNTEER IN “ALL RESPECTS 
AND AS SUCH ACCEPTS RESPONSIBILITY FOR ANY INJURY TO HER/HIMSELF 
HOWEVER INCURRED, AND THE LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB, 
ITS OFFICE BEARERS , ORGANISERS AND LEADERS ARE ABSOLVED FROM Ally 
LIABILITY IN RESPECT OF ANY INJURY OR DAMAGE SUFFERED WHILST 
ENGAGED IN ANY CLUB ACTIVITY. 
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INDEX FOR LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST 1984 Nos.241~-252 
ANIMALS 
Book. Review -Mammal Tracks €Signs J.Galbraith 245 May 
Gliders & Sugar Gliders. Talk by Dr G.Suckling 
25/5/84 B.Neilson 247 July 
Goannas B.Thompson 249 Sept 
Molluscs B.Neilson 248 Aug 
_, A-Step.Further into -rock-Pooling ©: lh.Rowe vA Tau]. July 
EIRDS.- ar ae rene She ta IS PIES Hine Pao 
-'An Historical Note Sesh ena eee erereal sy TiC OlE aa” 245 liay 
Bird Banding ~B. Thompson “252 Dec 
Bird Watching:. NEN / 245 May 
Coolart- Talk by Graham Pizzey 24/2/84 . Purbrick 246 June 
In Search of. Orange~bellied Parrots .. el eA WE 
Our High Country in March~ Mt ECO W.Keir 245 May 
Pacific Gull Banding Lae | 2H Apr 
The Sea Haghe- < Talk by Mr Chatto 27/4 /84D. Wilbraham 246 June 
BOTANY | é GORE 
Acacia tetragonoenyais J.Galbraith ~  2u9 Sept 
Botanical ‘alphabet . 241 Jan 
Diverse and Curious Flora of Australia J.Burns aaah ‘hospice 
Film 25/11/83 B.Mathews 241 Jan 
The Grampians. Talk by J,Calder 26/10/84A.Ewén 252 Dec 
Key to Heaths of Latrobe Valley J.Galbraith ~- 247 July 
Key to Pea Flowers -Families B.Thompson ©. . 249 Sept 
Mammal Excursion we Willung .; J.Wall > 2U7 July 
Mt. Galore vt F.Gladstone eo 250M Cit 
Native Trees. and SHrubs of South Eastern Australia ce 
Talk by L.Costermans 27/7/84  J.Mewett ~~ 249 Sept 
No Fires . B.Thompson -- 248 aug 
Pollination .of Orchids. Talk by Br ii.Calder 
oth coe to 28/9/84D.M.Calder «©. 251 Nov 
Propogaténg of Native Plants. Talk by Mp \.Cane 
28/10/83 F.Put * 241 Jan 
Queensland Diary aera F.Gladstone ~ 241 Jan 
South Queensland Notes ~ ° f 244 Apr 
Strzelecki §State:Forest A.W. 248 Aug 
Toppling Trees- ° B.Sterkenburg 243 liar 
Using a Botanical Key J.Galbraith 247 July 
White Flowers B.Thompson 250-Oct 
EXCURSIONS. PF ee oh 
Boat Trip to Chinaman's Bay E. Lyndon 242 Feb. 
Boodyarn, Led By 0.Thompson 27/10/84 J.Burns §& Pe Paci 
B. Mathews. . 252 dec 
Channel Country. Led by W.Cane 29/11/831. Peterson 242 Feb 
Coolart. led by G.Pizzey 25/2/84 J.Purbrick 246 June 
Crinigan Road Reserve. led by E.Lubcke 
30/9/84 I.peterson 251 Nov 
Crinigan Road Reserve. led by E.Lubcke 
15/10/83 B.Thompson 241 Jan 
Excursion in the Wet.Tyers -Boola Boola 
Led by L.Costerman28/7/84J.Mewett 249 Sept 


In SEarch of Orange-bellied Parrots. Led by 
E.Lubcke September 1984  J.Purbrick 252 Dec 
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HE POR LATROBE | NATURALIST Nos ua 252 | 


EXCURSIONS. contd. F wr 
Tlamma Excursion to PEED E:: Led by: Dr G. Suckling 


26/5/84 J.Wall 243 July 
River Thpcovenartee Led by R.Scott. —‘E. ~Lubcke & Pais: 
25/8/84 °I.Peterson . 250 Oct 
“Rockpooling at Walkerville Led by lr&lirs Rowe ae 
ah 24/3/84 #V.Larson 247 July 
“Sale Common. Led by R.Roberts28/4/84 J.Lubcke 246 June 
Gober menting at Morwell National Park Led by es Ve 
J.Cattawall 26/11/88  I.Peterson — “243 Mar 
trip to Snowy river Country . N.Purbrick, 251° Nov 
‘Wilson’ s Promontory November 1983 B.Thompson _ 241 Jan 
GENERAL. . } ee rast) 
Annual Meeting notice of Office-bearers Jie on 243° Mar 
'. Burning Policy is queried D Cane “9425 248 Aug 
' Feéedom (poem) by Maisie Byrne Mrs Vinnell 243 Mar 
_, Latex on Beach. bby ase tees 252 Dec 
_ Members Night. - Slides 424 J:Menson, 7) fay ee SMay - 
>. Président's Report PUWaLLS bas sarditicApr 
Ree | River RANT STE Talk by R.Scott E.Lubeke €. | ~~ 
pe 24/8/84 °I.Peterson . 250 Oct 
Treasurers Report sey 6/2 A.Stewart 2° 244. Apr 
INSECTS. 


“Life cycle ae Termites Film §Talk ses aby 
~~ 23/3/84 » J.Mewett ~ §'.° 245. May 


The Serub Tick | °E.Lyndon .*-* 252° DEc 
Wanderer Butterflies _B.Thompson 246 June 
LARINE BIOLOGY. eas 7 ak f 
. Book Review "Shells of the Inverloch Area 244 Apr 
<i Molluscs B.Neilson ~  -.247 Aug 
OBITUARIES | 65 5 
Mr Ted licElroy * A SLD. 243 liar 


Mp Alan liorrison Ate.t 251 Nov 
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DETAILS OF CONTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS. 


CLUB. HON. SECRETARY. MEETINGS. 
LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. Mrs I.Peterson . 7.30pm. on 4th Friday 
14 Barry Street, each month, at 
Morwell 3840 . Regional Education 
"phone. 342129  .Carntre, Kirk St HOE. 
SALE F.N.C. Me Maclean 8.00pm on ist. Friday 
P,O.BOx 302 each month, Room 13 
SALE 3850 “* . Continuing Education 
‘phone 4538238 Centre, Raymond Street 
- SALE. 
TRARALGON F.N.C. D.H.Fitzgerald - 8.00pm on ist Friday 
R.M.B.1360 each month, at L.V. 
Jumbuk via Yinnar - Education Building 
Kosciusko St.School 
TRARALGON. 
WARRAGUL F.N.C. Mp J.Brooks 8.00pm on 3rd Friday 
3 Nobel Street — ~ each month at 
WARRAGUL 3820 — 166 Sutton Street 
‘phone 231563 - _ WARRAGUL. 
BAIRNSDALE F.N.C. Mrs E.MeCoy 8.00pm on 3rd: Friday 
ek 24 Goold Street each month. C.W.A.Hall 
BAIRNSDALE 3875 BAIRNSDALE. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
Due March lst, Payable to Hon Treasurer Mrs A.Stewart | 


P.O0.BOx 169 
Newborough 3825 


NATURALIST $6.00 FAMILY $10.00 SINGLE MEMBERS $8.00 
LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST is the official publication of the 
Latrobe Valley Field Naturalist Club. 


Contributions on any aspect of Natural History are invited from | 
MEMBERS OF ALL CLUBS. and should be addressed to Hon. Editor. 


Mrs L.Padfielid 
99 Chamberlain Rd. 
NEWBOROUGH 3825. 
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COMING EVENTS. 


WARRAGUL F.N.C. 
MEETING: Friday March 15th at Proceed 
Normanby Street. Warragul. 


TRARALGON F.N.C. 


MEETING: lst Friday each month 

Committee Meetings Tuesday prior to General M-eting. 

Secretary. lir D.Fitzgerald P.O. Box 175 Churchill 3842. 
051-221104, 


Native PLants Group. 


Meeting Monday March 18th at Presbyterian 
Church Hall, Morwell 
_ Slides from Bird Observers Club. 
Contact Pat Holywell for further information. 051--222623 


BAIRNSDALE F.N.C. 


SECRETARY Mrs D.Hillard, 11 Enid St,Bairnsdale. 


051-523486 


LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. 

MEETING: Friday March 22nd ANNUAL MEETING. 
25th Birthday celebration at this meeting. 

Voting on incorporation , Voting papers available at meeting. 
Use voting paper from February Naturalist if not attending. 


EXCURSION: Saturday March 23rd to Ten Mile 
Creek area and Arboreteum. 


MEETING PLACE: 


Pan 


TN 
~ 


Qe 
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BAW. BAW CAMP-OUT JANUARY 1985 


Four members of Warragul F.N.C. journeyed to Baw Baw via Willow 
Grove. The Blue Rock Dam was a glorious sight, the water showing up the 
curves and fingers of submerged land. , 

. The Iey Creek holiday farm complex forms a little village with 
its row of flats overlooking the recreation centre and valley below. 
Up the hill is a formed road to the dam with facilities for walks, a 
rest at tables. ete, for barbies. 


After settling in at Bunerong Lodge we walked along the track to- 
wards the Big Hill tow, looking for flowers. seen on previous camps. 
The big new tow to the summit is opening up the hillside no end. 

The Alpine Sundews, with their leaves glistening in. the evening | sun 
were very, plentiful on the edges of the bogs. ay 


On. Saturday morning we set off up the old steep run to the summit, 
2 lovely sight to look back over the valley and see the Forest Commiseion 
building centred between the trees where quite a lot of flowers were” 
blooming. Did anyone put a name to the little white flower with grass 
iike leaves ?. 
Then it was under the tow lines, through the Dam Valley bog, pushing 
our way through the Candle Heath (Richea continentis). One bush was a. 
mass of buds only and looked a delicate shade of pink. = 
Following. the marked trail we arrived at the Painted Run; then on to 
the Baw.Baw:summit. Several people climbed the lookout for a birds eye 


“View of the surrounding countryside. Lunch was ‘taken here. 


By following the summit walking track we made a circuit of eis cap of 
the Mountain.» 


Saturday night was a slide night viewing Alice's slides of Big 
Desert and local flowers. Jim's of recent Club outing. to the Prom. and 
Glenalad@ale National Park. The evening ended with a very good selection 
of Mary's slides taken on an American trip. 


Sunday was a full day with a long walk by most of the party as far 
as Mt St.Phillack and Mt St.Gwinear. The homeward trek via Baragwanath 
Flat and Pudding Basin showed the best of the alpine flowers. and birds. 
The best masses were the very pink Trigger Plants followed by.daisies 
in: varied sizes from tiny Bottle-daisies (Lagenophora sp) to large 
Snow daisies with silvery leaves which from a distance, turned the up- 
hill slopes a whitish colour. There were many yellow flowers with many 
shapes, buttons, moons on single stems, some with ragged petals and 
clusters. Several orchids were seen. The lovely blue-veined Venosa 
were in masses edging the bog pools. 

The ants were as plentiful as ever and the March flies kept a. close 
lookout for an easy meal. 


Sunday night the village Ranger in Charge" gave us a . talk on the 
management of the Ski Village, the work he does, and explained ‘the fre- 
akish weather that caused the falling of so many trees. We had been 
Scrambling under or over such trees on the walking tracks. 

The clearing of tracks is second in priority to anything related to the 
winter season, although summer walkers are increasing’ in numbers. 


The lookout from the chair lift is a favoured spot at twilight 
and sunrise to view the ever changing sight of the valley below. 


contd..pp 9 
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One evening it was bathed in a delightful golden ‘haze. The next day it 
was blanketed in a dense: white fog. with higher peaks tinged with pink. 


o!The best of: the birds seen weré: A family of Rose::Robins, 

Rep loess, nesting under granite by Medical Centre, Wattle Birds feed- 
ing young, Currawongs, Honeyeaters :- white-eared, Yellow-winged, Yellow- 
faced anda family group, thought to be ESOS feeding on SCRE) flowers 

near. @ ‘cdump’ of gums. i 


The’ weather was good and a very pleasant weekend was énjoyed by 
ail attending.Our weekend finished on Monday with a walk along the Maltese 
Cross: trail and along: the |eneek peloy the village. My ERanics to. iL. Ve F. fo OF 


Alice nancies 
Warragul ENC’ 
+ 1 ae aa a een ae ee ee 
cole taa SE Os A BAW BAW WONDERLAND . 
~-On Saturday 8 ternoor a small group of us went for a walk in ae 
SouLneReN gs direction and found a sheltered gently wooded slope, ‘which 
vas a carpet of soft pale feathery grasses, bright green curling ferns 
7ith ‘soft’ furry — spines, brilliant cerise Trigger Plants, bright white 
GéntYans and Snow Daisies with their lovely Silvery leaves. 
. Lying on the ground here and there were pieces of fallen timber some-: 
wha't weathered, knarled and bent and a few younger trees with ‘bload ‘red, 


gteéen and grey trunks, that had not Dea old and strong enough, to with- 
‘stand the harsh winter winds. a ee ae 
We sat for a while in sUnetine and anadous on a fallen log: Sey aida 
sorb the quiet beauty of our surroundings and watch two White-eared Hon- 
eyeaters flying around. Looking behind us we had a background’ of grey . 
trunks. and mossy boulders, against a vivid blue sky, while in front ‘ we 
‘Saw across the shining tree tops tinges with red, the valley below. 


From a group of Five. ng 
B.P.V.1.D. 


“KOALA DIET? 


During a recent has to French Island, the Tour Guide is after | 
showing us various historical, geographical and natural history features 
mentioned that the large Koala population was stripping -all the avail- 
able eucalypts on the Island for food, and: as a CONSSAUSHC Rr: were now 

eating the: fine tender tips of the Pine trees. 


I have atways understood that Koalas eat ‘enuly certain eucalypt ™ 
leaves, and I was very surprised to hear the above comment. 
Can anyone enlighten me regarding eS statement te 


Jessie. TRS, 
ee = are - say <= TT ae Te CP Oe eT LT = Ceres r F 


A small group of people interested in Bird Watching have been going | on 
vegular outings and would like ‘to invite any.-others to join them. 

They meet on the lst Monday each month. The next outing will be on 
April lst, meeting at Tyers (near garage) going to sebnseyuaL is Creek. 
Meet ab 10.00am. break up yet after lunch. 
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CALAENIA EXCAVATA. 


About a fortnight before Christmas while looking at the trees in’ 
our garden we found in a Melaleuca diosmafolia,(Green Bottle~brush) 
what we thought was a bird dropping stuck to a branch, close to the 
trunk of the tree. Upon closer observation we discovered it was a spider, 
Calaenia excavata (common bird dung or deaths head spider) which was_ 
about the size of a pea. We continued to observe it closely over the 
following fortnight, it was still on the same branch motionless, without 
any trace of an orb web. It had grown to 1.5 em (measured across its. 
baek) coloured black and dirty white, with mottled coloured legs, the - 
fore-legs extremely sturdy and: thick. The eight legs, throughout the - 
long study period kept drawn in very close to her body. 


One morning we noticed she had laid an egg sac which was mottled 
brown and black and about icm. in diameter. During thr week, four more 
ems sacs were laid.. We were now aware of a few fine silken threads, 
tcined in a triangular shape which supported the egg sacs. After this 
nighty effort a week passed and she laid another egg sac. The silken 
“naread supports were becoming more complex as each sac was laid. 

Three days elapsed and another one was laid, making seven sacs in all at 
this stage. This was her most prolific laying period. By the end of 

xen months, fifteen sacs had been laid. ‘le were intrigued by these sacs 
and one morning we went about dawn and were rewarded to see the spider. 
cangling from her favourite branch, from one leg, spinning her sac,. 
covering it in silk. It was a lovely shining living golden ball with 
distinct black lines. Her third and fourth pair of legs were twirling 
the sac rapidly round and round. After watching this spinning action,,. 
we waited to see how she would manipulate the new sac into position with 
the others. She left it hanging on a thread about 2 cm. long, and the 
mother went over to her group of egg sacs and checked the tension on all 
the silken threads both underneath and on top, that were supporting the 
Sacs;back she came to the new sac and trundled it with her back legs 
into the required position with the others, then spun more silk to make 
it secure.’ The golden colour darkened during the afternoon. 


The spider consumed numerous moths, all about 2cm. in length with 
a noticeable tuft of hair at the bottom of the body. They were caught 
during the late evening, bound up, hung up, and eaten, sometimes reser-_ 
vedfor the morning. We waited until dark to see how ‘she trapped them. . 
We found her“dangling on a silken thread about 2cm. long from the..end. of 
a branch (not fay from her egg sacs) by one incredibly strong..fore-leg, 
the second pair of legs were constantly moving backwards and forwards in 
a clutching movement, until .a moth came too close to these legs, and it 
“was grasped quickly to abdomen and immobilised. Another interesting fea- 
ture we noticed was a row of dead moths hanging from a silken line, just 
like meat in a butchers shop. This was not far from the spider, we pre- 
Sumed they were her ‘meat'store. 


During a warm sunny, slightly windy afternoon, we were lucky to see 
the minutest “hole appear in one of the earliest ‘laid sacs, and then a 
tiny, tiny leg appeared, and then another, we ‘saw then the prosoma (heed) 
~ a little rest,- and a mighty heave, and the abdomen and the remaining 
legs appeared. After the spiderling emerged there ,was a short pause, and - 
another one popped out, until about a dozen appeared, each one -an exact 
replica of the parent, and suspended from a silken thread; the bodies of 
these spiderlings are about the size of a pin head. For a while they 
were hanging like well spaced beads on a necklace; some went behind 
leaves; some crawled over mim, and some were blown away by the wind. 


contd..pp 4 
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CALAENTIA -EXCAVATA contd. 


Deesine this long period the. spider had not moved far from her sacs, 
early one very wet rainy morning, we.saw her again spinning her:sac, but 
this time ther movements were stiff and very.-slow, and she seemed to have 
trouble with the rain - every now and again..as, the ‘water accumulated on 
her body, she would hold the sac away from her. body and. shake herself 
vigorously, tilt her body to one side -to cause the water to form a dro- 
plet and drop off, and then proceed with her slow spin. She did‘not fin- 
‘ish this last sac with the black lines. Her legs now seemed. to be very 
stiff and awkward, and a couple of days later we saw her hanging by one 
leg ~-we- touched her gently - but she was dead. Half of her sacs were 
still unhatched but these have now hatched , POMPEI SADE natures cycle’ 
(12. mon rhe 7 a 2 ‘=: 
ei _ Answers. to many questions cam be four in Keith Mackeown "Spiders 
ot Australia" chapter heading "Enchantress of MOths". 

AD good picture of the spider and egg sacs is. on: page 110 of Barbara 
York- ‘Main “Spiders of RUSE La" 


Ohara ac ry ce P.Wall. 


AU SUBURBAN RAPANEA HOWITTIANA. 


“In the days before the Tarwin River Improvement Trust cleared ‘the 
banks of the West branch of the.Tarwin River we had several specimens 
of "Turnipwood" growing both on the river bank and on the banks: ‘of a 
tributary creek which ran, through our property at Nerrena. 


At times these all produced fruit. When the Trust clearing team 
Was nearing our swimming hole where these trees grew at their best, my 
mother. ‘transplanted a small seedling to her garden in Sandringham. 
This was in 1960. Over the years that small seedling has flourished and 
flowered in the light sandy soil of her “wild” garden and is now a shap-~ 
ely tree seven metres high. 


E.P.Brewster. 


AUTUMN BIRD, NOTES. 7 


ark Autumn is ‘an exciting time for bird. ‘watching com so any, “of the 
feathered. fauna are moving around or just passing through. “Jeans” the ~ 
Permaculture. Blersiie -pang to tell me that the Rufous fantail had ‘decided 
it liked ‘the place.for she found the nest with two well=grown birds ‘at. 
the end of February. Two of my authorities say the bird is a late nester 

in the southern part of its range, even as late as February. This pair 
will do well to have the chicks reared by March, when the. Mparents should 
be thinking of migrating to warmer climes. 


E. Lyndon. 


WARRAGUL F.N.C. At the 1985 Annual Meeting of the Club the Office 
Bearers elected were. President Mr Colin Crocombe ~ 

Secretary — lins Alice. Jencke- 

Treasurer Mrs Jean Statton. 


sf 
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LONG DISTANCE FLYER. 
The Short Tailed Shearwater (Puffinus tenuirostris), commonly known 


_as the mutton-bird are believed to be amongst the most numerous of any 


species. Migratory in their habit, the birds arrive in the waters of 
Bass Strait towards the end of September each year where they prepare 
their nests for the breeding season. 


Mainly the islands in the strait are the location for the rookeries 
containing the nests. After the nests are prepared the birds go back 
to sea and reappear a day or tv0 either side of November 24th, when 
they return in their thousands and the females lay their egg. ONly one 
egg is laid and hatching takes about six weeks; Both parents go on for- 
aging expeditions, returning at dusk to feed the young. 
By the end of March the young birds are covered with fluff ep ‘are . fat, 
and towards the middle of April the adults leave them, and depart on 
their annual migration which takes them as far north as the Arctic Circle. 


By early May the young birds have acquired their full cover of 
feathers: and taking advantage of the first suitable wind apparently head- 
north by instinct. Not all the young birds leave the islands and these 
are the source of feathers, oil and food. 


Many birds are banded by researchers who have come to the ‘conclus- 
ion that the Mutton-bird.. spends most of its time on the wing, only 
coming in to land to breed. 

; : Jim Wall. © 


-BIRD OBSERVATORY COURSES. Risris 
WE have received details’ of. coursed held by the RiA.O. U. at their 
different locations around Australia. 
The. Rotamah Ialand Observatory have several - interesting courses. 


Birds for Beginners ‘Leaders Tony HOward and’ Tsobel Crawfoed.° 
23-25 March 13-15 April 3-5 May 8-10 June 


Plants with) Jim Willis, 3 eke Se drake ee eae a 
25-28 April baie i$; elke . 


Thégé are all live-in eourses . 
Contact Rotamah Island ODS eV aLOuy P.O. Box. 755 Paynesville, 3880 
Tel, PROSE) < 566 398. ie 


At a recent Club meeting one of the members Baked wars Guana for some” 
fruits of the Bushy Yate referred to in an article by her. 


Two bags of fruits were brought to the February meeting but the one ee 


asked for them was not there. Could the person please contact the auton 
who, has, the said. ‘fruits in her garage. Tel 273019. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 20th 1985 


Incorporation. Voting will take place at Annual Meeting. POstal Vote 
available(enclosed in February Naturalist) if you are unable to attend 
the annual Meeting. The Committee feels that it is imperative that we 
do become incorporated and urge members to vote on this matter. 

We must have a majority vote before we can go any further in the Club 


becoming incorporated. Voting Papers available at Meeting. 


Treasurer reported a balance of $83-56 
We have renewed membership of F.N.C.A. and C.C.V. 


Correspondence. 
iiinistry of onservation re Guarantee for protection of Flora & Fauna. 
RAOU re courses. 


Publications. - Government in Focus. N.E.(Tas) Naturalist 
Native Territory (N.T.). 
SGAP Maroondah Group Newsletter. 


History of Club.Letter from Mrs Lyndon re Club Heston which she is 
compiling. Publication of a small booklet is envisaged. 

lay be available at Annual Meeting ? Heres Hoping. 
Club Badges. Some time ago an approach was made requesting the possibi- 
Tay of a.Club Badge with. our emblem.of the Flying Duck Orchid. © 

‘op Wall has made enquiries and a badge could be made with a cost of 
$3. 00 Approx. 
Club Exgursions. Some of our excursions are becoming Gueonsatiaed due 
to thoughtlessness on the part of car drivers.There are some basic 
Ee that we should follow when attending excursions. 

\ list of rules is being compiled and will be handed to drivers of cars 
steeaeaintc excursions. 


New Back Covers for Naturalist are being printed with all the details 
correct ? .Club Secretarys are asked to advise of any changes when they 
occur. 


Conservation co-ordinator. Mrs Thompson has returned . submission re 

Nuisance Wastes and Relocation of Radioactive Waste. 

Letter received re C.C.V. inspecting Dutson Downs. 

Received Draft Copy of Comments, State Conservation Strategy for 
Victoria. 

If any member wishes to peruse any of these submissions, they. are always 

available at meetings. 


Supper at Annual Meeting . This is our 25th Birthday calepnatsons and 
it is hoped that invited visitors will attend. There will be a special 
supper and members are asked to bring contributions for the supper table. 
Supper Roster March 22nd Mrs Huxley, Maree, Mrs Rogers 

M and helpers. 
Next Committee Meeting will be held on WEdnesday March 20th at the home 
of Miss Galbraith, Tyers, at 7.30 pm. 
Any interested members are invited to attend. 


Election of Office Bearers 

Te have to elect President now held by lir Wall 
Vice President now held by Mr B.Adams 
Treasurer now held by Mrs A.Stewart 


Assistant Secretary now held by Mrs V.Plant 
Nomination forms were included in February Naturalist. 


We need some new blood in our Committee, so think about it. 
No Committee No Club ? 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST 


ne 


DETAILS OF CONTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS. 


CLUB. HON. SECRETARY. 


LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. Mrs I.Peterson 
14 Barry Street, 
Morwell 3840 
"phone. 342129 
SALE F.N.C. Mr Maclean 
P.O.BOx 302 


SALE 3850 
‘phone 453238 


TRARALGON F.N.C. D.H. Fitzgerald 
ergy ree ela R.M.B.1360 
Jumbuk via Yinnar 


WARRAGUL F.N.C. Mr J.Brooks 
ve 3 Nobel Street 
WARRAGUL 3820 
‘phone § 231563 


BAIRNSDALE F.N.C. Mrs E.}MeCoy 
'¢ 24u Goold Street 
BAIRNSDALE 3875 


SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


Due March ist, Payable to Hon Treasurer 


NATURALIST $6.00 FAMILY $10.00 


MEETINGS. 


7.30pm. on 4th Friday 
each month, at 
Regional Education 


_Cantre, Kirk St HOE. 


8.00pm on ist. Friday 
each month, Room 13 
Continuing Education 
Centre, Raymond Street 


~ SALE. 


8.00pm on ist Friday 
each month, at L.V. 


- Education Building 


Kosciusko St.School 
TRARALGON. 


8.00pm on 3rd Friday 


each month at 


- 166 Sutton Street 
~ WARRAGUL. 


8.00pm on 3rd Friday 
each month. C.W.A.Hall 
BAIRNSDALE. 


Mrs A.Stewart 
P.O.BOx 169 
Newborough 3825 


SINGLE MEMBERS $8.00 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST is the official publication of the 


Latrobe Valley Field Naturalist Club. 


Contributions on any aspect of Natural History are invited from 
MEMBERS OF ALL CLUBS. and should be addressed to Hon. Editor. 


Mrs L.Padfield 
99 Chamberlain Rd. 
NEWBOROUGH 3825. 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST 
Régistered by Australia Post 


Publication No. VBH 1569 < Postage | 
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COMING EVENTS 


WARRAGUL F.N.C. sige 
Meetings" Friday 19th April 


Speakeriy + 29 ses 4 Mr Ian Hemphill(Forester NeerimSth) 
irae "Autumn Fire Planning" 
Excursion:, 5. «9%: Contact Secretary 


TRARALGON F.N.C. 
Meeting: : _ Friday: May 3rd 
Committee Meeting. . Tuesday 30th April 


¢ ue 
, eh 


LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. 


Meeting: Friday April 26th 
Speaker: Mr Gary Wallis 
" Geology of Wilson's Promontory". 
Excursion: Saturday 27th April to Wilson's 
Prom. 
iieeting Place: The walking bridge across Tidal 


River 
at 9.30 am. please be on time. 
Walk to Squeaky Bay and stop at Darby River on pies dim a 


Bird Group. 
Meét on Monday May 6th at Moe Sewerage Works, Old Sale Road MOE 
at 10.00 am. Bring lunch, also will visit Blue Rock Dam area. 
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PRESIDENTS REPORT. 


This year being our 25th anniversary I am pleased to say that our 
membership is strong and the Club is well known in Victoria. ; 
We are very well represented on committees of other organisations and 
take an active part in their activities. 


An application has been made to the Government for financial assis- 
tance to facilitate submissions in public participation and we hope to 
be successful. 


The Committee has been very busy on preparing the necessary docum-~ 
entation for Incorporation and I thank liiss Jane Purbrick for the sterl- 
ing job she has done in correlating and typing the information: needed. 


Our meetings have been well attended and our excursions and speakers 
excellent. My thanks go to those members who have made it so. 


As I am not seeking re-election as President I wish my successor 
wheever it may be my whole hearted support. 


Jim Wall. 


LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB. 
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE 1 MARCH 1984 to 28 FEBRUARY 1985 


Receipts. Balance at 2 March 1984 Cheque account _ 186.16 
Investment account 500.60 
Bank Interest- Cheque account 10.05 
Bank Interest-Investment accotint 77.20 
Membership Subseriptions 240.00 
Magazine Subscriptions 546.00 
Boat Trip 232.00 
Baw Baw weekend . 647.00 
Donations(and sale of plantsand supper) 102.88 
Profit from sale of book 10.00 
Profit from sale of Calendars 99.00 : 
Magazine overpayments 12.00 1976.13 
2662.29 
Expenditure 
Subscriptions and Donations 97.00 
Naturalist 538.88 — 
Petty cash and Publicity 127.45 
Hire of Meeting room 35.00 
Printing of programme . 5.00 
Baw Baw Weekend 579.00 
Boat Trip 224.00 
Acct.Book and Financial Inst Duty Uy iis 
Vic National Parks (for calendars) 75.60 
Refunds(for overpay of magazine subs) 18.00 - 
Mrs Rowe ~for Rockpooling books _ 10.00 1689.65 °° 
Balance on hand :Investment account 577.20 
Balance on hand: Cheque account 895.44 
| | | 2662.29 
Reconciled Bank Statement 
Balance in Bank at 28 February 1985 LO7 44 
Less unpresented cheques 12.00 


295.44 
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~~ ANNIVERSARY NEETING. 


A happy and nostalgic atmosphere pervaded the 25th.anniversary of 
the Latrobe Valley Field Naturalist Club monthly meeting as a gathering 
of familiar faces of former members, who had travelled from far and near 
_xogether'with guests from other clubs and current members, arrived: to 
‘participate in the evenings activities. Dispensing with the necessary 
business,.the evening began... dv 
4, Hiss Jean Galbraith opened the evening by giving a short talk. on 

the formattion of the club, its activities, and its progress over the 
past 25..years. This talk was interspersed with a few funny anecdotes. 
jtiss Galbraith's concluding remark to all naturalists was to continue to 
“Protect: and Enjoy" (\which is incidentally the club motto). 


We were unable to retrace the original outing as planned, which 
‘“was t6 look for'fossils at Ten ifile Creek, so Mr Robert Gaulton, the 
S.E.C.Geologist,, kindly cansented with very little notice, to give us a 
short,-talkon ‘the fossils of the area. Audience participation with ques- 
tions made this talk very interesting. 


Old slides of early campouts and excursions, with comments’ from.. 
respective photographers, brought forth " oos “and " ahs") comments 
and laughter. go et ana a AR Jo 


v The..gay. colours’ of a-table of wildflowers, and pot plants, which 
were grown in members, gardens added to this happy evening... 


5) A display.of early records, minutes, programmes, news~sheets (the 
“¥ore=runner of the present magazine) publicity scrap--books,.and: photo~ 
graphs, alarge parcel of which had been sent by a former president 
Me Erwin Faisst from Warnambool, resulted in more interested discussion. 

Finally Miss Galbraith was asked to cut the anniversary: cake which 
was beautifully iced with the Club emblem of the Flying’ Duck, orchid. 
A lovely supper was served. this ‘concluded a very happy anniversary 
evening. | ere : ie apa risen Vast dmiet 

Peg Wall. 


i 


dSth ANNIVERSARY EXCURSION TO HAZELWOOD ARBORETUM AND MORWELL NAT. PARK, 


We met at the Hazelwood Arboretum, a lovely area today, but many 
years ago, just after the S.E.C. had made the Hazelwood POndage it was 
very bare indeed. The school children of the area planted thousands of 
<rees, under the guidance of the Horticultural society and‘L.V.F.N.C. 
members. The trees suffered many set backs in the early days, many were 
trampled down, others knocked down by,la-n mowers etc... Many hours of 
hard work, carrying water and tending.the plants was given to this pro-: 
ject by our early members and it is to their crédit that so many of the 


trees survived and are doing so well todays >... 


eens 


We saw the first row of Melaleucas that were planted as a wind 
break and were still doin the job well. The second rpw of trees were. 
Callistemons and the ones that have survived would-be a picturein the 


spring.Other trees, a mixed variety of natives included Native pines, 
Eucalypts from W.A. and others all add to..the park-like setting. — 
It must have been a good year for eucalypts as they were all loaded with 


fruits. contd, ° ePpp 3 
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ANNIVERSARY EXCURSION. contd... 


The area is now':used*as a camping area and is crowded when there is a 
yachting regatta so it would certainly be a perfect camping site. 

Birds frequent the area, a variety of honeyeaters, plovers and the water 
birds, water hens, herons, swams are always to be seen. 


We then went on to the Morwell National Park. This too, is a credit 
to the early members of our Club. ; doar 


The area known as foster's Gully was privately owned by.lir Ray 
Quigley who wanted the area preserved and together with lirs Lyndon had 
been working to that end. Our Club members backed lirs Lyndon and Mr. Qui- 
gley in their efforts and after many meetings with the lforwell shire, 
National Parks and Lands Department, the tlorwell shire purchased the land 
with a Government grant and the area was proclaimed a National Park in 
1967. Since then the area has been increased from 140 to 283 Ha which is 
still very small and requires the best of ‘management if the humid gully 
environment in which.-the rare Butterfly orchid Sarcochilus australis 
needs to survive, is retained. This orchid is the main reason for the park 
being proclaimed. —- ; ay sie Re PIS PB IDS LIIS ATL S 

“Just as we parked the cars we spotted two koalas in. a Eucalypt. They 
seem always to be there so it must be a favourite spot.We then walked the 
Foster Gully’ Walk taking "Parknotes" with us as.a guide. It was a perfect 
walk on a perfect day. It was of course the wrong time of the year to see 
the tree orchid in bloom but we did see many of the plants clinging :to 
The treés which was most encouraging. The atmosphere of the park is wonder 
ful, those tall blue gum and Mountain Grey Gums, the sweet Pittosporum — 
which is’such a good place to see the possums in a spotlight, the tree 
ferns:,: false bracken,the prickly currant bush. It was along this walk that 
we saw a wallaby, 2 Lyrebird mounds in use, the Rose robin,, the orchid... 
Parson's Bands, a koala with baby and also a metre long Yellow. bellied .-. 
snake ?!.We rested at Lyndon's @learing. and then strolled back ready 
for lunch. ; ts fi 9 ei 

‘Over lunch everyone was still talking of the lovely evening of the 
night before’ and how lovely it was to see former members return.for,our .. 
celebrations: We nattered and laughed as only Field Nats. can and.it.was 
so ni¢e to be sitting in this park just enjoying every minute and: apprec-: 
iating the’ forethought of those early naturalists who had this gem of.an 
area proclaimed a National Park. 


After a long lunch the lazy ones still sat,and talked and fed the | 
parrots etc. In this peaceful atmosphere some of the more energetic people 
walked the Stringybark “Track. This is a much drier area and the water 
catchmant for.the gully.and.is a buffer anea, Here we saw several more 
koalas, got really,close to a wedgetaited eagle, saw and heard many small- 
er birds, including the ever present tree-creepers. i 


We came back ready ‘to enjoy:.a cup of tea and a slice of the 25th 
Anniversary cake which had been made by ‘lirs Wall .It was a perfect day, 
everyone enjoying themselves as usual but with the added.pleasure of © 
having some of our former members sharing the day. with us... 7 


oat SP mo mee . : ‘ 


a will always remember our 25th anniversary celebration, both the evening 
and the excursion.as one of the happiest of the Club. 
: tae 2 attr hod Si htedae ptt da nd al fal a ch eri is 

pte alee ean alter be Fy pertain Joa LDL SiPetenson. 

7 Vi arab cel gait Vee min moat OF foo Madiry, hii NEE a ORE HEPES 
Iris would: like to: thank all..members for making the 25th anniversary 
celebration such an outstanding ‘success. Especially those who ‘provided - | 
Slides,.photos,Naturalists, Write ups etc. and the fine display of 
Native flowers. Thankyou once again. PREG Tchad 
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(SPIDERS. 
. Talk by Miss Wendy Clark 22/2/85 


Miss Wendy Clark, President of the Field Naturalist club of Victoria 
in her opening remarks on spiders stated " If you are frightened of 
spiders, the best thing to do, is to learn about them. Then you know what 
to be afraid of, and there isn't all that much". How interesting they — 
can be, how beautiful they are. They have behaviour patterns that are 
quite unbelievable. Parts of the body have incredible functions. 


A spider is defined as having eight legs, eight eyes and two seg- 
ments to the body (insects have six legs and three body segments). 
The head and thorax are fused together, the legs are attached to the 
thoracic region. Organs are highly designed to perform complicated funct- 
ions. There’ may be four or six spinnerets which can produce very strong 
fibre, stretch, non-stretch, sticky and non-sticky. It is the strobgest 
fibre khown to man. Considering the ratio of strength per weight. and 
size ~ if mankind were able to tap it somehow- they would commercialise 
it to the ‘nth' degree. Another complicated function is mating, one spider 
being studied, had two prongs on the front of his head, these turned out 
to be modified palps that develop in the final stage moult of the male 
spider, and are almost syringe like, and used for the mating process. 
‘They either have to find a special leaf or spin a special web, transfer 
the sperm to that and suck it up in their syringes, then go hunting for 
a female. When they find one, they inject the sperm into the female and 
“pun away fast. Very often the female eats the male. This is one of the . 
many strange adaptions in the spider world. Spiders have slightly diff- 
erent breathing. apparatus. Insects breath through spiracles. Spiders use 
lung’ books=.(like- leaves of a book). Position of the eyes in the adult 
spider is a means of identification, also adult body colour and patterns. 


All spiders carry poison. If you happen to be allergic to it -. 
very poisonous, and effects of the toxin can range from an irpitation to 
severe pain, or violent reaction, of course in some cases of very poison- 
ous spiders ~ ones death. Never trust a spider, if aggravated they will 
bite - for study purposes use.a jar and stick. . 


He Spiders are ancient creatures and extremely ancient parallels live 
in the sea. They also occupy. many different niches in the environment, 
which must supply food, shelter,.and any. other living needs. 


_ There are web builders, hunters, snare builders, spiders that hunt 
with scent, burrow builders and; sea dwellers which actually live under 


the sea mainly in rock pools.. 


Miss Clark then illustrated by slides some of the types of spiders 
_ you would normally come in contact with, ©: i 

WEB BUILDERS. Builders of the orb web generally commence at dusk 
and’is constructed in several ways, there is a guy rope across and down 
to the ground,then its radii is built,(spokes.of the wheel) then an orb 
igs built around it - quite wide spacing, and finally a very stretchy 
sticky part is built on the inside. At dawn the web is usually torn down. 
There is much conflict as to whether the web is rolled into a ball, stuck 
under a leaf, or thrown away, what actually happens to the web is not 
known. A spectacular web builder is the St. Andrews Cross spider 
(Argiope aetherea)with bright red and yellow striped abdomen. From the 
'¥? Shaped bands of silk at the centre of the web the spider hangs head 
downwards, with her legs spread out on the cross. 


contd pps 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST (5) ISSUE No 256 APRIL 1985 


ee? SPIDERS. : far keyed ie ee 


Orb web builders can be found in coastal, desert, heathy type vegetat--- 
ion regions, also Melbourne and environs. Another garden ‘spider “0i5) 7. 
Araneus transmarinus varies in colour through shades of brown and grey, 
and carries a leaf design on its back. This spider is found world wide, 
but is much hairier in the desert. Leaf curling spiders make an orb 

with a leaf curled up in the centre which the spider uses as a shelter. 
Builders of the flat web make a Square. shaped flat web, the insect falls 
into it from the foliage above; runs across the web and falls through =~’ 
the hole at the bottom, spider then goes in-for the kill.  § ~ : ae 
Zodaridae the jewel spider is spined and they seem to have inter-conn- 
ecting webs, horizontal or vertical, found on the heathlands, and as the 
hame suggests brilliantly coloured. The genus Tetra nantha have long 
bodies and enormous jaws. The jaws are used to hold the Spouse apart so 
that he gets in to mate, disengage, and run away. Usually found around — 
waterways. The tangled web builders have a series of threads coming down: 
that are sticky and connected to the ground. This group includes the 
red-back, the eyés are extremely small, and the spiders almost blind. 
They are all over australia and vary in size and may or may not have a 
red stripe. The stripe can be absent on the back but will have a red or 
orange mark on the.abdomen. These spiders are very poisonous but their” | 
fangs are very small. The black house spider is often seen in the corn-_ 
ers of sheds or windows, 'a mass of bluey white web with a couple of holes 
in it, this is the web of the common house spider, a very shy spider; =. 
also very common, the third most toxic spider in Australia. “ 


HUNTING SPIDERS. Hunting spiders do not build a web, they walk, ar- 
ound, and pounce on their prey. Among this group are the jumping spiders: 
the family name Salticidae means ,to dance, and their method of court-.. . 
Ship is to actually dance. Each genus has its own dance pattern and ‘are 
very highly coloured, brightly patterned, or they have palps very often 
that are fur covered(the sensory organs) they might have the third pair... 

-€gs with stripes on them. They jump around and flash these parts in... 
the dance, and mesmerize the female efficiently, so they can get in to 
mate. The size differentiation is not so great, so it has to be done aay 
very “skilfully. Wolf spiders make burrows without a lid in lawns and ~ 
gardens. The body colour is shades of brown and grey and patterned. © 
The female drags her egg sac behind her, when the spiderlings hatch, 
they ride for a time on mothers body, clinging to the hairs. They have 
very good eyesight,and are. good runners. Length of life varies in diff-. 
erent species. The most beautiful of spiders are the’ flower spiders with — 
their varying colours and shapes. a veg Beg 
Spiders that belong to a very ancient order, are the trapdoor, and “funnel. 
web, their fangs point downwards and can only fold underneath. — ‘ 
They are more sensitive to moisture and: live in burrows, their palps 
ame very much bigger and almost act like a,fifth pair of legs. ~ .. 
One of the scent. snarers look just like a piece of bird dropping, and 
sits all day long doing nothing, but most of the night, during observat- 
ion it sits up waving its fore legs to attract male moths which it grasps 
and kills. The bolas spider (fishing spiders) has a string of web with 
& large blob of gooey sticky mass at the end, the spider swings it out 


and hits the moth,, The last particularly interesting one is the ‘gliding 
Spider which is 3mm,'long and has flaps on the side of its abdomen. 
"hen it jumps it spreads these flaps andactually glides along. It is 
bright blue and red, if you can find‘ohe. A participating audience made 
this talk extremely interesting Many thanks Wendy. et 


Pep Wall. ' 
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Renort of Committee Meeting held on March 20th 1985. 


Arrangements for Annual Meeting. 

Some nominations received for vacamt o-fices. lin Lubcke offered to take 
the chair for elections. 

Voting papers prepared for the election re Incorporation. ir Thompson 
cffered to act as scrutineer. ' 


25th Anniversary. Mrs Wall had made cake and had it iced. 

secretary reported that 28 invitations had been sent ‘to former office 
bearers, foundation members and other clubs. 

ivs Huxley offered to have a display of native flowers. 

iions Reeves offered to seil the monogrammed glasses. 

iiiss Galbraith to give a short talk on the Club's past 25 years. 

iz=> Gaulton to speak about the fossils of the Ten Mile Creek area as ty 
would not be possible to visit the area. 


Decided that the General Meeting be held over until April as the evenings 
“ould be too long. 


dprangements for excursion discussed. Visit Hazelwood Arboretum oral eaen 
zo to Morwell National Park. 

Treasurer reported a Bank Balance of $395.44.Al11 accounts presented 

“eve passed for payment. 


‘tps Thompson and Mr Wall have been working to obtain a Government grant 
cto assist in presenting submissions . We have received an amount of | 
$506.00 from the Ministry of Conservation. A separate account to be 
opened for this money. 


Correspondence. Copy of Bird Observers Club submission re waste at 
Dutson. Apologies for 25th anniversary. lir Rossiter, Mrs Galbraith, | 
liiss Rossiter, Philip Smethurst. Village Twin theatre re special rates. 
Northern Territory Naturalist, Nth East (Tas)Naturalist. 

SGAP Haroondah Group Newsletter, C.C.V.News. Victorian Naturalist 


Landscape Committee had received letter from Traralgon council re Hobson 
Park project. Money ‘received for feasibility study.- 

liv Wall reported that members and Forum members, Vic Rail reps had been 
to an area along Heyfield/Maffra railway line where trees are Cys after 
spray had been used to kill grass. 


Wildflower Display. Mr LUbeke suggested praers eee ehonia begin 
now. A Sub committee to be formed. 


Club Badge Mr Sterkenburg had madde several drawings ae our Breland 

decided that the letters L.F.V.N.C. should be vertical. Mr Watt to. make 
further investigations. 
Conservation Co-ordinator. Received: Brown Coal esitteonal Final Dee 

Ministry of Conservation wants support re A.P.M.salt in LAtrobe River. 
Letter written re Roadside Assesment by. MOnash University. 

Sent for copy of book produced by Uni. re Morwell River Diversion. 


Supper Roster April 26th — Norma Rees © Helen. Jones. fe 


The: next committee meeting: will be held on TWednesday, April 2uth at 
“ne home of Mr and Mrs Wall 156 Kay Street Bestel seal at Te 30 pm. 


LIABILITY. 


Every persan participating does so as a volunteer in all respects, 
and as such accepts responsibility for any injury to her/himself, 
however incurred. The Latrobe Valley Field. Naturalist Club, its. Office 
bearers, organisers and leaders are absolved from any 1i iability in 
respect of any injury or damage suffered whilst engased in any Club 


2 wo 
activity. 
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COMING EVENTS. 


WARRAGUL F.N.C. 
Meeting: Friday May 17th 


LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. 


Meetings: Friday liay 24th 

Speaker: lip $.Cook “Reptiles" 

Excursion: Saturday May 25th to Mt Worth State 
Park. 


Meeting Place: Yarragon Railway Station at 10.00am. 


BIRD GROUP. 
Excursion Monday June 3rd. Meet at Hdward Hunter Reserve 10.00am. 
: Coalville Rd.Car PArk. 

Bring Lunch. " 


TRARALGON F.N.C. 


Meeting: Friday June 7th 
Committee Meeting: Tuesday June 4th 


rN, 


oLEASE NOTE. All subscriptions to Magazine and Membership are now due. 
You will be deemed to be unfinancial if fees are not paid 
by end of June. See back page for details. 


CS) eee 
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NATURE: PHOTOGRAPHY. 


At the L.V.F.N.C. meeting 23/11/84 David MePhee gave an excellent 
history of the camera from the days of the necessity to almost carry 
the equipment in a wheelbarrow up to the present day miniature camera. 


As a boy at school David remembered seeing some excellent work of 
nature photography shown by the local Field Naturalists Clubs. 


In the past many photos were difficult to obtain because of the 
location, as originally it was necessary to carry a portable dark room 
the exposures were long, requiring the subjects to remain perfectly 
still, and each photo taken was a process in itself. Many of the old 
photos, for example from the Californian gold fields were of such food 
cuality that they have survived to this day. 


There have been many changes in equipment; for example the fact 
that silver is no longer used in films, most of the photos are now taken 
im colour, but David suggested that we should now and then load our 
amepas with black and white films just for posterity sake. 


For nature photography it is necessary to be in the right place at 
xe pight time, a little of the right food is a help to make friends with 
animals and birds,and it is often easier to shoot from inside a car than 
stand cutside. 

‘David continued by telling us of the difference between the single 
lens reflex, and the view finder eamera, and the use of the flash sync- 
ponising with the shutter speed. The automatic camera which makes things 
. lot easier for the amateur, provides all the mod cons, such as: data 
equipment, automatic focusing and selection of the lens opening. 


4] 


For good results the better. ‘photos are taken early or late in the 
cay, and we enjoyed the many tips in the use of the camera. 


Wie viewed six or more nature slides for discussion, and concluded 
the night viewing some of the latest equipment available in the shops. 


Nancy brooks. 


OPPORTUNISTS ON SUNDES? 


Unile at Wilson's Promontory in November, we wereintrigued by very 
tiny "flies" on the Forked Sundews—Drosera pihatas The flies, midges or 
Whatever they were, were so small that we had to get down near the plant 
to see them although they were colourful. The head and thorax were green-. 
ish and the abdomen was bright red. The insects were about Imm in length, 
some of them had wings much shorter than the abdomen while others had | 
wings as long as the abdomen. Ye think there were only two wings but 
cannot be absolutely sure. ©: : 

We were intrigued by the fact that the insects walked all over the 


_plantwithout being trapped by the glands. While trying to photograph the 


c 


insects on the plant, Ollie was amused to watch them run down the stem 
cf the plant till they. were clear of the glands and then they had a gen~ 
eral clean up, especially their legs, before returning to the area of 
the sticky glands... 

These tiny insects appeared to be feeding on the anne types of less 
fortunate insects, including. mosquitos,that had been trapped by the plant. 


Is it possible that the presence of these tiny brightly coloured 
insects provided an added attraction to bring the other insects to the 
Sunders? Why are these tiny insects not trapped by the stickiness of the 
Slands? What provides their immunity? Isn't nature interesting? 


Bon Thompson. 


, 
, 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST (2) ISSUE No 257 MAY 1985 


._ JANUARY MEMBERS NIGHT. 

Mr Wall screened a most interesting and informative film showins 
the attractions of four of Victoria's National Parks. The film was made 
to advise. people of the best time to visit the areas, how to get there, 
“he history and attractions of each particular area. The film also 
showed the need for areas to be properly managed and conserved. 


‘lve PORT CAMPBELL NATIONAL PARK. 
Fe is situeted on the treacherous, ever 
eroding Southern coast, has magnificent scenery with many outstanding 
archways, tunnels, blowholes, caves and sheer limestone cliffs. 
Puc area is steeped in the history of shipwrecks,the most notable beins 
the Loch Ard, which was wrecked in 1878 with the loss of 52 lives. 
Tre only survivors being Tom Pearce, an apprentice who managed to get 
ashoreand though exhausted went back into the raging seas to rescue Eva 
Commichael. Four of the victims are buried on the cliff top and a marble 
headstone was later erected by Eva in memory of her parents, sisters 
end brothers who were all lost in the tragedy. Eva went back to Ireland 
and Tom Pearce was awarded the Royal Humane society Nedal for his outs«-- 
anding bravery. Although the history of the area is so interesting and 
so heartbreaking there are 90 birds recorded for the area and the flora 
and fauna are typical of the coastline it is for the spectacular scenery 


co 


o: that rugged coastline that the park was gazetted. 


gas WYPERFELD NATIONAL PARK. is Victoria's largest National Park and is 
situated in the liallee and is the home of the Mallee Fowl. Wildflowers 
ia the springtime are a picture and the area is teeming with birdlife, 
<algaroos, possums and other mammals. Mear the Lakes area, which have, 
om occasions been known to contain water, are the River Red Gums rsthen 2 
little higher “are the Black Box and then up to the liallee Gums with 
their many stems rising from the root. although these ijiallee Gums look 
alike there are in fact 8 different species in the park. Botanists fro 
ail over the world come to study the way in which the plants and trees 
have adapted to this very harsh environment. Scientists study the mallee 
foul, the building of the enormous mound and the method of temperature 
control of the mound during the incubation period. Naturalists are also 
very interested in the regeneration projects being carried out and the 
general management of this priceless area. 


3. MOUNT BUFFALO is as different to Wyperfeld as it is possible to get. 
High gramite mountains covered in tall grees eucalypts. The whole area 
is steep and forbidding. This high granite plateau is dotted with speci. 
acular, eroded granite monoliths and fringed by abrupt cliff lines fron 
vhichmarvellous views of the Victorian Alps can be seen. In winter the 
arca is covered in snow and is. the play area for skiers. 

in summer it is an alpine garden with many flowers, some restricted <0 
‘2. Buffalo alone. Walking trails have been made and are well used, ~ 

“he clear mountain streams, waterfalls, alpine bogs, Snow Gum woodland, 
with weirdly shaped rocks and balanced tors all add to this remarkable 


ared ° 


<4, ‘WILSON'S PROMONTORY has a very interesting geological history, 


being once connected to Tasmania, but with the melting of the polar ice 


the sea level rose, fl-oding the low lying areas and isolating the hiche» 


peaks, making them islands. It. is thought that the Prom. was an island 
but the isthmus has since built it up and joined it to the mainland. 
Over the years various uses for the land has been promoted but after 


many years of presenting submissions etc. by the Victorian Field iatural- 


ists Club and others the area was gazetted a National Park, 


contd. .pp3 
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JANUARY MEMBERS NIGHT. .° contd... 


Tue scenery is most spectacular and there are 700 species of flowering 
plants recorded, many of which also grow in Tasmania. Many birds stop 
en route to Ta .snania, while others end their migration at Wilson's 
“comontory . There are many walks, some necessatating an overnight stey. 


The film was outstanding and the commentary emphasing the need to 
Y.espect, conserve and manage these areas was excellent. 


This evening was also a members night and lir Wall showed slides 
taken at Mt Kosciusko and Mt Baw Baw. 
“x LUbeke chose scenes at Mt Howitt, Mt Buffalo, Mt Buller and Omeo. 
rv and Mrs Thompson showed close up photos of the Sky Lily, Caladenia 
lyallii,. Hovea and several orchids likely to be Found at Baw Baw on the 
campout. 
HLss Galbraith showed rare flowers on Mt Bogong, including the Alpine 

sh Marigold which belongs to the buttercup family. 

nS 3 terkenburg showed Mt Baw Baw covered in snow, the Buckland: Valley 
and various rock formations. 


It was a lovely evening. and a good start to the Club celebrating 


QF 
«vy years. 1 Pp 
a Iris Peterson. 


aE RO AN i re er ee Sa 
STRANGER TO AUSTRALIA. 


The East Gippsland Bird Observers Club have had an exciting exper-~ 
lence in the past few weeks. This excitement has spread over the whole 
of Australia with people travelling from interstate, including Darwin 
to see a little stranger, by name Motacilla alba, or White Wagtail. 

Thet small bird had come all the way fwroin Northern Europe. One sighting 
of such a bird was reported many years ago in Geraldton W.A., and that. 
bird was killed for identification purposes and was of the race Ocularis 
so we have been very protective of “our bird". However all who visited 
the bird on Pullock Island, Lakes Entrance had ample OPA ELEY, to” 
observe and photograph our visitor. 


On arrival the bird was in non breeding sian. él fainly dull grey, 
and was later S2o8 to be changing to breeding plumage of white grey. end 
shining black, a very attractive friendly little creature. It was. cons- 

dered by. RAOU: Raseacworee to be female. Food taken was mothe. gPEgSEse 
passhoppers etc. 


Ea 


There is 1ittie veference to Motacilla in booka, Cayley has notes . 
ae illustration and Simpson and Days new book has a good illustration 
out brief notes. Notes are to the effect that the bird breeds in Northern 
=urope ie. Siberia, and leaves before winter there’ for Nth Africa, 
India or Southern China for summer, It is 18cm long.. 


It was generally thought that Moticilla would try to leave Lake 


~ sntrance when it reached full breeding plumage and this seems to Be 


what happened. It was seen to try to join a group of White- fronted 
Chats and then several days later could not Be: seen in its usual area 
on Bullock Island. 


j That small bane surely stirred up some interest in the anant time 
1t stayed with us from 19/2/85 to 6/3/85. 


NOrma Smith. 


ren 
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-CRINIGAN RD.RESERVE REPORT. 


The committee of the reserve is now. composed of three local citiz-~ 
ens, two local school teachers, one iforwell Shire councillor and. one 
from Shire office staff. hs apt 

Money is still holding up any large improvements that are plannec 
so only minor maintenance is carried out until the application for 
C.E.P.funds is received. i i : “3358 vraag”. £5: 

'. We: managed with help of A.P.M.Forestry labour to improve’ the boun~ 
cary fence on Golf Club road and put a tempory fence around for a car 
ravk. This was then covered with metal by the Morwell shire. ' 

Plant list now totals 130 with 23 of these being native orchids. 
Entrance from Crinigan road has been improved by making a gravel track 
ond planting shrubs and trees nearby. The local schools are using the 
pecerve.quite a lot for general walks. . 

Motor bike riders are still causing some trouble and vandals have 
poroved two large cyclone gates that were erected to stop bikes and © 
Four wheel vehicles entering certain areas. 


E.H.Lubceke 


no ee Se fe _ WOORABINDA SCHOOL CAMP. 
“Main features of 1984 year at Woorabinda were: ~ 


1... Completion of the kitchen extension , together with storage bins 
Bins, Sinks,Cupboards at a cost of $16,000.00 financed from General 
ar’, = Reserve. 


2. -- Gomplerion. cf the Barbeque area. 

3 Replacement bedding at a cost of $4,000.00 includes mattresses, 
pillows, blankets etc. i . . 
Upgrading of Boys and Girls ablution )loek. 

, Unfortunately money is not available for improving the bush tracks 
“hich after rain are unusable for several days. I hope that the board 
will see fit to give this matter some attention as this is becoming a 
high priority area. ees TAA he , . ‘ 


ot 
: 


Ken licDonald. 
. i - —— = r 7 
EDWARD HUNTER HERITAGE BUSH RESERVE REPORT. - 
During 1984 year the following activities were undertaken. 


Fie Extensive fire prevention works- clearing and slashing the perin~ 

eter of most of the Reserve. Construction of a 25 metre fire break on 

the north side of the reserve... . Lay ree 

as Completion of the Coalville: Car Park at a cost of $2,920.00. 

3. The transfer of part of the Dyer Street area (approx 4 acres) from 

1s Housing Commissipn to the Edward Hunter Reserve. ' 

Le, Amendment to the Constitution to include 6 persons elected at ‘the 

Annual Public Meeting (previously 3) Teta oe eae 

5, Arbor Day recognised with the planting: of -70 trees in conjunction 

with the Moe special School. 

iG. Two new Map signs erected in the reserve to replace existing Map 
signs $187.50 

7. Publicity Brochure. for the reserve distributed to the 3 local ~ 
schools 1,500 copies cost $48.00 

8. Sewerage extension completed through the reserve to serve the nev 


Wagners Paddock Subdivision on the east side of the reserve. 


: Ken licDonald 
L.V.F.N.C.representative on Committee of Management. 
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BOOK REVIEW. 


At a recent meeting I was shown the Nature Diary called 
GUM LEAVES AND GECKOES. published by the Gould League by one of our 
members. ai Sea f oy 

It was so attractive and good value for $6.00 that I ordered tio 
copies, one for my sister~in-law and one for her sister, knowing they 
vould appreciate the delightful colour pictures of plants, birds, insects 
snore life etc., and thinking they would have the pleasure of .comparing 


notes as they made entries in the diary: 


The letter of thanks that cmme today can serve as a book review, ~ 
which may introduce the book to other field naturalists. . me 

" IT want especially to thank you for the delightful diary type 
nook you sent me - GUM LEAVES AND GECKOES. It is a joy to look at. 
The natural drawings and colourings of birds are so exact; the flowers 
and insects so exquisitely detailed. It is a pleasure to look threogh it, 
end the local diary sections are rapidly being filled by such entries: 
ss ‘Rainbow Bird flocks passing over, with shrill soprano calls, and © 
cight green and orange wings” also " Swifts this evening, high and fast 
flocks March 6th". 


Jean Galbraith.. 
a 
AN APRIL MYSTERY SOLVED. 


What was making all that mess on the footpath under the crab-apple 
tree - chopped up crab-apples, day after day, however often I swept up? 


Well, this morning I caught the culprit ~- a female Gang Gang Cock~ 
atoo ~- her mate with his handsome red head and crest sitting at the top 
of a near~by Acer negunda ,keeping an eye on proceedings. 

She was very busy, pulling off an apple at a time, biting it open, taking 
out the seeds and discarding the flesh on the path below. : 
Good luck to the marauders ! I hope that my crab-apples are providing a 
tasty change to their diet. 


Do Gang Gangs often come into the town ? I haven't seen them in the 
apple tree in other years. 
Wilma Keir. 


Screen eee 


A COMMENT ON KOALA DIET. 
(Vic.Nat.March 1975) 
‘ Although Koalas wereonce supposed to eat only leaves of Manna Gum, 
1t has been known for some time that they also eat a number of other 
Species, although Manna Gum (Euc.viminalis) is probably the favourite 
food tree. If short of usuallu favoured species I am sure tastes would 
9s “widened, and I can understand them aquiring a taste for pine shoots, 
_ ¢specially if the alternative was starvation. There are many instances 
. O* native species aquiring a taste foe exotic plants. 
ae wey Emperor Gum Moth caterpillars eat pepper tree foliage is an 
2xample. 


= 


Jean Galbraith. 


‘ t 
4% the last issue of L.V.Naturalist there was an error (due to Editor 
not pressing the correct key). In:the Balance sheet Reconciled Bank 
ovcatement. figures should be 407.44 

12.00 


395.44 not 295.44 as shown! 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD APRIL 24th 1985. 


Feported that the vote re Incorporation of the Club was unanimous YES 

iiss Purbrick is continuing with the process. 

Accounts. Australia Post (Registered Publication) $36.00 

incorporation $60.00, Petty Cash (Sec) $50.00, Hire of Hall $15.00 
P.N.C.A, $3.00. All these accounts passed for payment. - 


Correspondence. 


From City of Traralgon re Botanical Park Study. ‘ 
ibliecations Received. Government in Focus, ECOS, Vic.Naturalist, ‘ 

ee Alpine National Park, Nature Territory, SGAP Maroondah Group , 

Porpegrine Bird Tours, ACF. re Alpine Natinnal Park 

otified that fee to F.N.C.A.is now $5.00 


TERE <o Fraser Island (Qld) in August Leaves from Brisbane. 
ole Allender F.N.C.V. has details. 


pdt ce eae er re Roadsides. notified that Roadside improvements 
ane to be carried out following the Monash method using funds from C.F... 
eae Badge. Decided that a sample badge be sent for. 

over of Naturalist 

Reported that there was some dissatisfaction re printing. President to 
contact our printer re this .matter. 


Cay St tickers. Reported that a new Secretary needed to handle these. 
A volunteer to be asked for at General Meeting. 


Conservation Co-ordinator. 
Submission to State Conservation Strategy completed. 

L.C.C.re Wimmera area completed, 
Pieahacee National Conservation Strategy booklet. 
“Received Proposed Recommendation North East area L.C.C. Submission to 
be forwarded. 
supper Roster Ma 2uth 
The next Committee Meeting will be held on Wednesday May 22nd at the home 
of Mes Reeves 7 Whittakers Road at 7.30 pm. 
Any interested members are always welcome at these meetings. 


lirs TYOMpeon Mes Sterkenburg. 


LIABILITY. 
Every person participating does so as a volunteer in all respects, and 
Ss such accepts responsibility for any injury to her/himself, however 
neurred, and the LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB, its office 
earers, organisers and leaders are absolved from any liability in respect 
f any injury or damage suffered whilst engaged in any Club activity. 


= 
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at the Annual Meeting were: - 


_OFPICE BEARERS OF THE CLUS electe 


resident Wim Mn Je Male. Publicity Officer Jane Purbrick ~ 
Viee. President 1. lir B.Adams | Assist.Secretary lir JU.liewitt 
Wi Lee. President 2. lir Eric Lubcke Secretary Irs I.Peterson 3 


etic 
Ge we) 
ne 


e Paice 3. Mr David Stickney |. Treasurer Mrs A.Stewart. 
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COMING EVENTS. 


WARRAGUL F.N.C. 


Meeting: Friday June 21st 
General Meeting 
Excursion: Morwell State Park 


Meet at 10.30 at Car Park. 


LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. 


Meeting: Friday June 28th 
Speaker: Mp U.Bates Singlr celled plants and 
animals using microscopes. 
Excursion: Saturday June 29th to Brodbribb Road 
Dam. 
Meeting Place: Brodribb Road and Midland Highway 
at 10.00 am. 
TRARALGON F.N.C. 
Meeting: Friday July 5th 
Committee Meeting Tuesday July 2nd. 
Native Plants Group. 
Meeting: — Monday July 15th 
Slides of Native Plants Arthur Hwen. 
Meeting Place: Presbyterian Church Hall llorwell. 
BIRD GROUP. 
Hxcursion: 5 Monday July ist to Morwell Nat. Park 


Meeting Place: Car Park at 10.00am (Nat Park) 


ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS are now due. If you have not paid you will 
e deemed to be unfinancial and no further Naturalists will be 
sent after June issue. Full details of fees on back page. 


_~sautiful day. 
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_ EXCURSION TO BIDDY'S BEACH — Feb 23rd. 


Meeting at the Fisherman's Jetty, Port Welshpool at 9,30 am. ' 
2U persons boarded two. boats to set off for Biddy's Beach (our efforts 
to get to Chinaman's Beach once more thwarted because of wind and weather} 
iowever the day promised to be good, the sky was blue, a stiff breeze. 
Slowing, and a ground swell running as we left the jetty. : 

On the crossing we noticed Pied Cormorants, Black Swans, Silver gulls, 
Pacific gulls, also a large flock of shearwaters(Muttonbirds) that: were - 
simming over the waves backwards and forwards to doughboy Island. 

A distant view of the buoy laying shin, a close up of the Oceanic Survey 
ship '’Rip®.. As we neared the shore the water was beautifully clear, we © 
were transferred to the dinghy, which took us inshore, and then with our 
sear around our necks and on our backs, we paddled the rest of the way. 


_We walked along the beach before lunch and looked for treasures and 
theve were many, the beach was strewn with dead Banksia trees which were 
“estooned. with large lumps of seaweed, but on closer examination were 
iyvdvoids, they are a colony of tiny little animals, not a plant. 
curious eruptions of sand gave evidence of the Blue Soldier Crabs, their 
bodies Supported on pink stilt like legs, and when pursued quickly vanish 
into the sand with a corkscrew motion. We saw hundreds of tiny Banded 
Xcip Shells most delicately coloured and shaded in pinks, lilacs, fawns 
anc, brown.- Orange tonings of the Scallop shells and also a bleached Worn 
si.cll,dark blue Mussels, and one small frilled Venus. Common Sea Stars, 
with eight short arms that wére blue, purple, pink and orange. 

A molluse egg case which looks like a thick collar of clear jelly with. 
iinute black specks showing through. An unidentified eggs case which was 
brown tough and leathery, and had a fringe round the edge, grey limpets. 
two partly identified objects one was irregular shaped piece of clear 


~ jelly about lem. across,when picked up, it stuzk to our fingers, and was 


syphoning all the time. We put it back in the water-and it immediately 

looked like the familiar slug. The other object was a 15cm. long piece 

Oo: strap, leathery, pinkish and about lcm. wide with a serrated edge, poi- 
‘ted at one end, a short stalk with what looked like a small cowrie shell. 

attached to the other «might belong to the sea pens. To Wendy's greet 
yi] a : ; 


c 
celight we found a Green Sea Spider. 


In the afternoon we walked into the bush at the back of the beach 
end had a look around. The track in was thinly bushed and then opened out 


into a grassy clearing which was swampy, bullrushes growing on one side 


and taller trees and shrubs on the other. Here we saw. the Yellow-tailed 
Slack Cockatoo, Little Wattle Bird, Rosellas, Thornbills, and twoEmus. 
avid and Harvey reported seeing a very. dead Wallaby in a dried up Swamp 
also a Kangaroo close to death, although there was plenty of feed, we 
wondered if it could have been lack of, fresh water or maybe ticks, that 
ves the cause of the condition! -Wendy managed to tease a female Wolf 
rider to the top of her burrow and we noticed she was. carrying her pale 


- blue eggs’ sac, she was browny grey with a. patterned back and dark brown 


less, While we watched this performance a tiny jumping spider came into 
view and immediately jumped out again, this spider was as small as the 
‘other one was big! .This concluded the day, a group of happy relaxed 

People wended their way back to board the boats for home ,so ended our 


Peg Wall. 


‘ 
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SHORT~TAILED SHEARWATER. 


Driving to the Field Naturalist Club meeting in April, past Moe 
sewerage Farm, through the darkness I noticed a dark shape on the side of 
tne road. What made me stop, turn the car round and investigate the shape 
a bit further I don't know but I thought I detected a slight movement. 

I vecognised what it was immediately and was amazed to find a short-tailed 
shearwater. Short-tailed shearwaters have been found inland before at 
this time of the year when the juveniles leave their burrows at the cna 
Si: April-early lay. Two years ago about 35 were reported in the valley 
following a storm with some strong northerly winds. 

"nat is surprising is that this bird was found after a period of calm 
zane weather lasting several days. The bird appeared to be in good 

ealth with no broken wing bones, which was surprising since the bird 
found within a few inches of” a busy road. One other report has been 
rmoted this year; in this: case the finders did not recognise the species 
and put it on a local pond. 


fu 


“yy 


This bird may have been a little more fortunate because Saturday was 
tne day of the excursion to Wilson's promontory. The bird travelled don 
=A style in the front seat of the car and its release was attempted at a 
~cint a few metres above the sea. Unfortunately the bird was reluctant 

to fly but was a persistant swimmer. It took a few gulps of salt water 
anc swam out to sea dodging the waves by diving underneath them. 


Then the drama started; a few pacific gulls did a fly by before one 
agressive immature gull settled nearby and began attacking the bird. 
The Shearwater dodged by swimming away and diving but the gull was un- 
yielding probably hoping to weaken the bird by his perserverance. 
The drama went on-for half an hour then surprisingly the Gull flew off. 
As we walked back. along the beach the shearwater disappeared. Although 
the majority of juveniles do not survive the first year probably at least 
50 %, we would like to think our bird did fly off and will return to 
Australia in late September next year. 


The Owl found in Moe Sewerage farm was later identified as a light 
form of a masked owl. 


David Stickney. 


JUST A NOTH. 


A pale heavy moth came fluttering at iny window attracted to 
the light on.a warm steamy evening. It proved to be Anthela ocellata, 
of the family Anthelidae, the members of which are said to cause an 
itchy skin rash when handled. It looked rather attractive in pale grey 
witty delicate wing veining and two cinspicuous black spots on each fore. 
wing. Popped in a jar for further enquiry it layed eggs all over the 
nlace. 


The larvae are grass feeders and not uncommon, for I. see I have 
several records in my little moth handbook.. 


4 
E.Lyndon, 


congratulations to Carol and Brian McLennan on the birth Of a Baby Boy. 
Wee Look forward to meeting him in the near future. 
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* 
JEZEBEL BUTTERFLIES. © 


Our Field Naturalists Club which was born of the Morwell and 
District Horticultural Society, has given us 25 years of pleasure, 
interest and good companionship. It was fitting that aftey the Annual 
jeeting in March we should pay a visit to the ~ Hazélwood Arboretum, 
the joint venture of the two societies in earlier. years. 


A few of the original snowgums and candlebarks. may still be seen 
-long the”broad roadsides on the ridge and some of the planted eucal~ 
vpts were flowering at the end of liarch. 


A flash. of brilliant butterfly color among ‘the white blossoms 
aught - someone's eye, as lirs Crane said, it was one of the Jezebels of 
he genus Delias, members of which are found throughout australia and 

the warmer regions immediately to the north of it. The’ butterflies. ave 
marked by multi-colored. undersides with plainer white and black backs. 
The larvae feed mainly on mistletoe and the adults are usually seen 
fiuttering round the treetops.. Oceasionally the butterflies settle 
down to sip at the fiowers. 


There are only two southern species, Delias fenwallnes., the 
Imperial White, which is responsible for the sheets of white web amons 
the mistietoes th which the larvae attach the pupa cases, .and D.aganippe, 
the Wood white, the one seen at the Arboretum. Those members of the. 
Club who sat at the summit of Mt HOwitt in January 1972 may recall the 
stream of woodwhites passing high overhead. Their larvae are said to 


or 


feed on the foliage of the cherry ballart as well as mistletoe. 
This is, I think, our most beautiful local butterfly, always 
exelting to watch: : 
E.Lyndon. 
SNAKES . 


‘hile doung a census of plants in swamps in iiendl iernhora Forest 1 
December we Mmet'' five large Red-bellied Black Snakes at different spots. 
Tt é 
it 


he interesting. and: perhaps frightening aspect of all these snakes wa 
hat: theydid not.move off as we approached although we were making ple:-~ 
nity of noise. Everyone of them remained where they were and flattened. 
their bodies from head to tail. 

One snake was quite near the cars when we pulled up. It stayed so 
still Ollie was able to get the camera and photograph it without any 
movement from the snake. Ollie then decided to drive it off in case :t 
took up residence somewhere on one of the cars. A couple of stones 
sent the snake down a hole in the ground about 12 feet from the cars 
“Ve vere not very long away and the snake was back near the See when 
we returned. 


Mostly the snakes we have encountered in the bush are‘as frightened 
of us as TI am of them, except for Tiger Snakes, they move off very 
quickly ag.we approach. We do not know why the above snakes made no 
effort to move off. I was very thankful to arrive home that day. =. 


Bon Thompson. — 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD MAY 22nd 1985. 


“ub Badge. We were shown a sample but were not entirely satisfied 
= the colour combination. A representative will visit Stokes to 
see what can be done that will plese us more favourably. 


e Esmee Park. Discussion re Council decisions and letters in local 
popers etc.. le are awaiting further developments re this matter. 
i think it can be said that we are senerally in favour of the scheme. 


m 


fpeasurer reported a balance of $596 37. Account for payment Postage 
c0.00 


ter received from Shire of Morwell re community services, photocopying 
oie... We decided to register our name. 


Scvised that City of Moe was conducting Seminar re Incorporation. 
fs we are almost Incorporated it was felt that we need not attend 


‘Cl are to conduct anothe Orange-bellied Parrot count in 1985. 
it will be 3 simultaneous counts.25-26 May, 27-28 July 7-8 September. 
ue 5ind Group may have special excursion to help in the count. 

.c cur previous counts no parrots have been seen. 


“OV Couneml meeting agenda, Melbourne Tourist Authority re attractions, 
<f.2 Maroondah Group newsletter, CCV News, Geelong Naturalist, 
repnment in Focus, Wilderness Society ACF.(How to save our forests) 


Jorld Environment Day June 8th at Parkville (U.H.S.) 


cenorted that the damaged trees along ileyfield ROad had been inspected 

again. Apparent damage still obvious. Seems to be worse since rain, which 
y have leached spray from the soil. L.V.Forum also interested in this 

sete 

Native Flower Show. Members of the organising committee have inspected 

the venue and it is adequate for the purpose. More trestles are to be 

obtained 

embers are asked to save all plastic cream containers for use at the 

show. Bring to meetings or can be saved until nearer the show. 


A list of plants in Edward Hunter Reserve is being compiled. 


Yraralgon Council have invited Mr and Mrs Thompson to join the Tree 
Committee of the Council. 


Supper roster June 28th. Jane and Nora Purbrick. 


The next Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday June 26th at the 
home of Mr and Mrs Wall 156 Kay Street Traralgon at 7.30 pm. 
Any interested members are always welcome at these meetings. 


ve wish a speedy recovery to Mrs Ringin, who has had surgery recently. 
LIABILITY: ‘Cot 
Every person participating does so as a Rodan aes in all respects 
and as such accepts responsibility for any injury to her/himself 
however incurred, and the Latrobe Valley field W&turalist Club, 
its office bearers, organisers and leaders are absolved from any 
liability in respect of any injury or damage suffered whilst 
engaged in any Club activity. 
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a ARE Ao FOLLOWS 
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LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. Mrs I.Peterson 7.30pm. on 4th Friday 
14 Barry Street, each month, at 
Morwell 3840 Regional Education Centre 
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SALE F.N.C. Mr Maclean 8.00pm. on ist Friday 
P.0.Box302 each month, Room 13 
SALE 3850 Continuing Education 
051-458238 Centre, Raymond Street 
SALE. 
TRARALGON F.N.C. D.H.Fitzgerald © 8.00pm on 1st Friday 
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~~ TRARALGON. 
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COMING EVENTS. 


Warragul F.N.C. 
Meeting: Friday July 19th 


Jack and Nancy Brooks will 
Show slides. 
Excursion: Contact Secretary. 


Latrobe Valley F.N.C. 


Meeting: Friday July 26th 
: Speaker on Fungi. 
EXcursion: Saturday July 27th 
To Glen Nayook. 
Meeting Place: Neerim South (near Hospital) 10.00am 
Bird Group. 
Excursion Monday 5th august to Lake Gutheridze 


Meeting at 10.00an. 


Native Plants Group. Morwell. 


Meeting: Monday August 18th at 8.00pm. 
Flower Arranging¢please bring flowers) 
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THE GEOLOGY OF WILSONS PROMONTORY. 
Excursion 27th April 1985. 


After some delays, approximately 15 people eventually gathered at 
Tidal River footbridge on Wilson! sPromontory for a study of some of 
bo area's fascinating geology. Wilson's Promontery is particularly 
noted for its granite outcrops which are some of the finest examples in 
Beis: proud and the morning was spent having a close look at some of these 

g Tidal River. 


f. 


* Led by geologist, Mr Gary Wallis, members learnt how to identify 
the three main minerals of which all cranites are composed. These are 
“iotite(black mica) which appears as small thin shining flakes; Quart 

apse-grey or off-white crystals of a translucent nature and Feldspar 

waieh consists of larger (approximately 5 cm. long) white crystals. 

Other minerals commonly found in Wilson's Promontory sranites are Garnet 

mich usually appears as small dark reddish-brown crystals and Tourmal~ 

ne which occurs in several forms, the most spectacular heing the long; 

t) thin veins which sometimesrun for hundreds of metres across multiple 

‘panite. outcrops. Tt has only been discovered in fairly recent times 

et there are many different types of granite at Wilson's Promontory. 
ome of the best examples of diversity are exposed along the west coast 
cf the Promontory. While they all comprise the three main minerals,vhese 
eccur in different ratios and can either occur with or without all or 
eny of the various accessory minerals, such as the garnet and tourmaline 
already mentioned. These variations cause the different types of granite 
to vary in general appearance from a light, sandy colour to a dark grev. 

Some granites contain xenoliths or” foreign stones" which usually appeer 

as darker patches and can vary considerably in size from a few centi- 

metres to a metre or more across. Bee Sate 


ND 


lir Wallis gave the members various cxercises to carry out to help 
them identify the different minerals, the different types of granites ac 
ee as assessing which two adjoining eves of granite was the oldest 
mtrusive..|~. ¢ 


: After a ‘lovely velaxing lunch back at the car park, members dare 
G9 Llled. “tora quarry on the lower slopes of Mt.Oberon where decomposed ¢grai~ 
P P &£ 


tee ean be found. This is the result of weathering which causes the felic.. 


enay to turn to clay still containing the mica and quartz crystals. 
It was here’ that irs Peterson was thrilled by the discovery of a eis st 
qi piece of tourmaline with large crystals forming an intricate patte: 


A walking trip followed to the mouth of the Darby River whene eyam: 


Jatter phenomenon is caused by the very fine sand which slowly. 


blown back over the top of the cliffs, giving the appearance of smoke 
» <dssuing out from the top of the cliffs. However, it was such a lovely 


. After thanking ifr Wallis for a most interesting and informative 
vy. made all the more pleasant by the perfect weather, members 
denarted at around 4.00 pm. to wend their way reluctantly homewards. 


> 


Jane Punbrick. 


A thankyou to Mr Wallis for his editing of the two articles about the 
Ccology of wilson's Promontory. Ed. 


calm, mild day that the cliffs were not "smoking" on the day of our vis: 
a 


*kles over the edge of the cliffs being picked up by onshore winds anc 


c 


c 
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Lae oT ' THE GEOLOGY OF WILSONS PROMONTORY: 
oF 8 Halk by Me Gary Wallis 26/4/85 


_jiilsons Promontory must he one of the most spectacular and contr~ 
esting environments in any National Parks in Australia, and it is made 
by the granite which provides the Proms rugged coastline, sandy bea: 
25 and high mountains. Gary. Vallis has spent. many of his post graduate 
ues studying the granite of wilsons Promontory.and gave a hishly inter- 
esting , informative and entertaining talk on the geology of the Prom 
which appealed to everybody in the audience, with a clever mixture of 
spectacular slides and technical details. Gary's talk was mostly on the e 
(panites because apart from a few deposits most of Wilsons Promontory 
is granite, but he also put the geology of the Prom in the context of 
= rest of South Gippsland. P 


‘ilsons Promontory is the southern most extremity of the Australian 
mainland and is about 140 miles(225 Km.) due north across Bass Strait 
oF Tasmania. As a gentle lead in to the more technical aspects of the 
Pvom's geology, Gary showed some slides showing the contrasting scenery 


© 


in the Prom: rugged coastline, sandy beaches, swamp areas and fern gull- 
s like Paradise Valley. Even Wilsons Promontorv's fauna which is depen 


sent on the environment derived from the granite base was mentioned, eg, 


= 
= 
e 
+ 
a 
3 


ct Grp. 


“ey snakes, tame wombats, seals on the Anser Group of islands andnatu- 
lists( op where they naturiats ?). It just goes to show that geolorcy 
-S not just about rocks and extinct animals! iG 


2 


Lite i 


ft always, thought there was granite and granite but to the trained 
ye like Gary's, there are several different types of granite. 
granites.on the Prom can be described as grey, coarse grained, well 
inted porphyritie granite, which contains feldspar crystals up to four 
inches(10em.)long and two inches (Sem.)wide: If you look closely at the 
granite you can identify several different minerals: quartz (grey crys: 
tals) , orthoclase feldspar( white to pink), plagioclase feldspars (white 
to grey), black mica. (biotote), black tourmaline, dark blue cordierits 
and pink garnet. The crystals are formed because they all form at dif l- 
crent temperatures during the cooling of the granite. Garnet crystallise> 
out first followed by biotite plagioclase, orthoclase and lastly quartz. 
“he granite on the Prom also contains xenoliths which are boulders inci. & 
udec in the liquid granite as it is‘ pushed up from deep inside the earth's 
esoust (believed to be 20-25 Km), tourmaline which were black tetragonal 
cvystals with a prismatic triangular cross section. These crystals were 
formed in cracks from gases in the cooling granite and unfortunately arc 
bacly broken up in the Prom. Cordierite is found in the granites on the 
west side of the Prom which is an iron magnesium aluminium silicate. 


2 HID 


oy ay 43) ie) 


el 


Lay 


pay 


These are two types of granite found at iiorman Bay. there is the 
west coast xenolith granite which contains about 15% biotite and pale 
exanite which contains about 5%biotite. Norman Point has a’ third type 
which is a 10 metre thick sheet of porphyritic granite of 10% biotite. C 
There is a distinct contact between the two granites and there is an 
élignment of the feldspar crystals against the contact in the xenolith 
cpanite intruded after the pale granite. The tourmaline veins cut across ° 
Lot») types, of granite and has formed a pale alteration zone in both 
sryanites intruded. 

There are other interesting features to be found in the granite 
such as a micro granite intrusion at Norman Bay and mysterious flow 
feature in. the granite at lorman Point which looks like a frozen eddy 
current. The streaky appearance of ‘the cranite’ is caused by staining of 
the granite from rain leaching out the iron from the biotite. 


contd. .pp3 
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THE GEOLOGY OF WILSONS PROMONTORY.  contd.... 


Wilsons promontory is composed mostly ofgranite and deposits of 
late Tertiary sands and some gravels in the northern area. The eroded 
vranite batholith of the Prom. was.an intrusion which pushed aside sedi- 

tary rocks some 380 million years aso. The size of the batholith is 
ne 80 km. wide and is linked to a long line of Tasmanian granites. 


Granite begins to solidify at 850 degrees celsius and it is belie- 
ved that the granite at the Prom cooled some 3 km.below the land surface. 
It could have cooled below some volcanic activity but there has been no 
evidence of any other volcanic rocks being found in the area. There has 
been some tin found in the Mount Hunter area so the granite at the Prom 
vas very near the surface. 3 


There is a spreading ridge between Antarctica and Australia which 
egan about 160 million years ago causing australia to move northwards. 
“here is a chain of extinct volcanoes on the east coast of Australia 
whieh have been shown to be younger further south,the most *recent being 
.ourt Gambier 1000ysars ago. It is believed that Australia drifted across 
a thot spot in the earth and there is a possibility of this Ey DE of erun- 

ion in the Bass Strait in the future. 


li0st beaches on the west coast of the Prom are of lime rich. sands 

hich is formed from quartz sands and shell fragments(Squeaky Beach is 
the exception). Darby beach is a parabolic dune which has been dated 
“rom plant material to be 40,000years old; It is interesting that this 
18 about the age the first aborigines came to australia and many ‘large 
~arcupials existed and it may be possible to find footprints in the bed-. 
ding planes. Between the dunes there were valleys in which peat has deve~ 
_oped in wh-ch fresh water molluse shells can be found, » and has been 
iated to 6000 years. The dunes are composed of 30% shell fragments which 
is ceadily leached out with water, which seeps cpnn through cracks and 

rea roots leaving their impressions. Ss 


At the -conélusion. ef his talk, Gary Sete is some ~ Samples of gran- 
aascaeie by the end of the evening many members were able to identify 
all the different crystals and minerals which formed the’ stele uLSSIG: 


David Stickney. 


_FUNcUS NOTE. 


It was a little early after the long dry on to CST much in 
ENE way of fungi but the golden clumps of Gymnopilus, a wood destroyer. 
fennle: DESY round the roots of a blue gum in March. G.pampeanus has gone 
mncer several aliases and may be found in the earlier books as Pholiota 
Spe ctalaiee! At first glance it may suggest the Honey fungus but Armill-~ 
épia is more graceful and delicate with white spores, whereas Gymno's 
spores are rusty brown. Both fungi are exceedingly hitter to the taste 
in the raw state and are not recommended . eating.. 


E.Lyndon. 


Y 
fs 
M 
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NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY. 


ora the May issue, the excellent review of David Mephee’s lecture 
vevived the thoughts the original had stimulated. 


To produce one of the perfect pictures is the hope of every 
nature photographer. To do so demands that the person with the camera 
isa ‘naturalist, an artist, an expert in photography and is patient and 


lueky, or just extrememy lucky. 


But every collection of nature photographs is a very individual 

thing. Viewing your own you may find one that other people would regard 
és a flop, ~ slightly out of focus and blurred, subject indistinct, the 
whole lacking. in artistic merit. Yet it is one of your favourites | 


For you it recalls one of those magic moments that are the reward 
for the field naturalist. 


“An enchanted moment when you were ? in the right ’place at the right 
tune " and nature revelaed some secret to you. 


with heart full and hands unsteady with excitement you fluffed 
<ne shot. 


Let the photography buff talk of lenses, a apertures, and eyReuTnes - 


ict the artist rave on about composition and background : let the natur 
ist grumble on lack of clarity.. 


cz that thrilling moment. 
You have a real nature BiteeosTERIN- 


“The author of the above article prefers to remain anonymous. 


DESTRUCTION OF STANDS OF AN UNCOMMON NATIVE ORCHID. 


In May of last year my wife and I went to an area in a State Forest 
in the Yarram district to again see two stands of the winter gsreenhood, 


Pterostylis fischii, in fiower, one stand of 24 plants and one of 8plants. 


We were there again in May this year and found, to our dismay, 


1 
poeh stands had been dug up and removed 5 apparently towards the end of 
the flowering period last year. ‘ 


hat 


There is nothing more delightful than seeing a native énchid, OY, 
nay that matter, any native plant in flower in its natural bush setting. 


Te 1s possible that some local person has been generous, enouch to 
giare this pleasure with a visitor who, by not honouring the trust shown 
has led to this act of vandalism. However, the person responsible, 
whether a local or a visitor, has not only robbed others of the pleasure 
of viewing these orchids, but as well has contributed to the reduction 

‘he natural occurence of this rather uncommon PETE TOS and possibly 
its ul£imate extinction. 


Keith Black, 


i> Black is a member of L.V.F.N.C. who lives in the Yarram area. 


you it still possesses the essence of the study of nature ~ the spirit 
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\ “letter received from Sais Roane ‘Lodges aawaieed of concessional 
packages | for groups such as L.V.F. N.C. etc. 


oe A SPECIAL OFFER FOR SPRING 1985. 


Cipsy Point Lodge. Situated at the Baad of the beautiful 
HWallacoota inlet, provides a relaxing, comfortable base from 
which to explore a unique, unspoiled area rich in bird Bees 
. flora nad fauna. 


Our soecial WBipd watchers and Naturalists Holiday Package" 
for parties of six or more , includes. 


8 nights full accomodation (rooms are double or twin . 
with ensuite) 


Four full days of guided tours by boat.or 4D vehicle to such 
localities as Goodwin Sands, Wallagaraugh River,’ Howe Range, 
‘Howe Flat and Seal Creek/Benadore River area ae its SECU 4 
coastal heathland and bushlands. 


All mealsChome cooked) including picnic aad barbecue lunches 
and dinner on night of arrival and breakfast on day of departure. 
All boat, launch and 4WD travel while at the lodge. 
Cost per person $317. Select your own date. Smaller parties and 
individuals are also most welcome at attractive tarrifs. 
Contact: John or Marg Mulligan 

Gipsy Point,;vietoria, 3889. 

or phone (051) 58 8205. 
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Sr ee ee | Le ee 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD JUNE 26th. 1 ts Aaa 
FN LOC 


Club Badges; -A much more favourable sample had.been sain ueteal LOM, 
ciscussion. Decided that we should order from this pomp les + 
Prices will be advised at a later date. — e 


Miss Purbrick informed us that.from June 11th the Club was. inaenmoartad. 
The Club will now be known ag Latrobe . Valley Field flaturalist Club Ine. 
we all agreed that Jane has done a wonder ful job in her efforts for us. 
# vote of thanks Was tnoved to’ Jane. ‘ane fete 


Finance. Rasaainaee: reported. a balance of $605. 70. 


-« Thompson advised that a bank account in the name of Tieavateon South: 
Reespve (of which he was a member) has now been closed. The smal] amount 
in the account has been given to our club. 

Co Pe aeh eugene: ope. of conservationists received sane aide tas puted. 
C. -V.News. 
Seta shire advised that we are | aniettsand day use “eta community 

services. 

\Aiversity of Melbourne’ Botany School” re supvey of Flora oetey Pa 
frared to Mrs: Thompson. 

ten From Avicultural Society re speaker coming: a thein group and 


would like us to combine with them for the evening. 


SiaG Observer's Club. re Cassettes. erase slides on ‘Roadside Vegetation 
and: Birds. ~ 


Living pay Restaurant re their facilities. 
sipsy Point Lodge re accomodation. 


ature Territory (NT T.Naturalist). . Government. in Faas 
W.E. (Tas) Naturalist Geelong Nattraliee Vic. Naturalist 
C.A.E. re West Australian Study Tour 9-24th September... 


“nere was discussion re letters in local papers re the Botanical Pa: 
“any groups are interested in this project and there are. for. and afainet 
“te are to advise the Traralgon Council of our approval. 


Conservation Co-ordinator. L.C.C.Nth Eastern area submission 


O.C.V.iiap of logging areas in Boola Boola Forest .Comments to be made 


pe this map. 
Sth Gippsland Cons. Society (Mirboo Nth branch) had written re the 


clearing of the Mallee. They have written to the minister, but there is 
an Lie. C. report on the area coming. 

i and Mrs thompson attended Tree Committee Meeting and were given a 
job to do re some trees near RaceCourse. 


Supper Roster July 26th. Jessie Burns Nora O'Reilly. 


she next Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday July 24th at the 
hore of Mp and Mrs Lubcke, 221a Helen Street, Morwell at 7.30 pm. 


‘Any interested Club members are welcome at these meetings. 
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COMING EVENTS. — 


WARRAGUL F.N.C. 


MEETING: Friday August 16th 
SPEAKER: Greg Creek "Soil Conservation‘ 
EXCURSION ContactSEcretary 


f , 


LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. 


ME NG: Friday August 23rd 
Slides about Birds and audience 
participation 
EXCURSION: Saturday August 24th 
beat Lake Reeve Loch sport drea. 
MEETING PLACE: near Longford Hall at 10.00am 


a er a nen ie nna et 


Native Plants Group. 
mcursion to Kawarra Native Gardens at Kallista 


September 16th, 
Contact Secretary Pat Holywell. 
(051)222623 for further details. 


BIRD GROUP Sunday September 8th 
Orange-~bellied Parrot Survey. 
Meeting Place: Gormandale at 10.00am. 
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REPTILES. 
Address by Mr S. Cook2u/5/85 


Me syd Cook eeeue reptiles as a hobby which started with a 
Christmas present of a snake about 15 years ago. 


120 million years ago reptiles reached the peak of their. div- 
ahs They dominated the world's land, seas and sky with a great 
variety of forms uincluding dinosaurs. ae 
“onld wide only; four major groups are recognised. 


In Australia part of three major groups: occur today. They are. 
the snakes and lizards (order squamata), crocodiles and relatives 
order Crocodilia and the turtles and tortoises (order testudines) 
The fourth group is an ancient group whose sole living represent 
ative is the Tuatara of New Zealand. er: 


The family Squamata contains nearly 95% of the world's 6, 000 © 
odd species of modern reptiles. In Australia there are oie 350 
necies Of ‘lizards and appr proximately 140 species of snakes, of © 
hich 28 may cause trouble to man. 


In ‘desoribing ‘che danger of various species of snakes many 
Sactors have to also be considered. liainlythere is the héalth factor 
of the victim, e.g. whether they have had asthme, rheumatic fever 
or like ailments. The snake factor includes the fang length, the 
size of the snake, the venom toxicity and the amount of venom that 
has been injected as people can be bitten without getting any 
poison. Some snakes bite but may not inject any venom. Another . 
Factor is thatsome people can be allergic to the horse blood in the : 
ancivenjne injection(antivenine should not be administered until 
positive invenomation signs and reactions are present).So many 

faetors affect the reaction of a person toa snake bite and the 
<veatment. 

Blind snakes are completely harmless: and look Like overgrown 
worms. A Serub Python may. grow to 7.5 metres in length in the Cairns 
area while the Western Children’ s Python rarely grows to 60 OMe 


The front~fanged | species are the venomous snakes and. there 
ope different effects from the bites of many of these. ~~ 


The most potent venom, drop by drop or unit potency, in Aust~ 
relias land snakes is that of the Western or Inland Taipan. _ 
Tac Inland Taipan occurs from iiildura through Western .N.S.W. into 
7-F.South Australia, and into South-western Queensland.. Its venom 
dvon for drop is 49.5 times deadlier than the common Cobra. 
The second most potent venom in Aus erate is the Brown Snake which 
.o¢5 not inject very much venom at . a bite but will strike 5-7 times 
very quickly. 


ae is necessary to have.a licence to keep reptiles. In Victoria 
nie sts $17.00 for a limited licence; but to keep Carpet snakes 
ar ee Goannas as well the licence is "$102.00. If it is required 
ts buy an interstate snake in Victoria,permission to buyis necess~ 
ADV. Vietorian ge in captivity can Be bought or sold in Victoria 


snelies ina neatedt exarskinorTun SNE “provided that you have a ecm 


Lizards have a single tongue and eyelids to protect the eyes. 
akes have a forked tangue and only a scale over the eye. 
This scale is shed with the skin when the snake cee Legtess 
lizards have ear lobes also. ; ; 
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REPTILES. contd... 


To positively ident jfy_ a snake it ig often necessary to do 
a scale count as colouring varies considerably within species. 
Snake's vision is poor and only goodfor very short distances. 
They have an acute sense of smell which is sensed through the nost- 
oils and also oraueh the boneyee Snakes have ne sense of hearing — 


nroceed to eat the hag. Black Snakes in eer aided quis Bet into. a 
frenzy when feeding and will ey.en swallow another snake if Bey 
strike it near the head. 


The history of snake bite treatment goes back to 1600 B.C. 
the first recording, but today there are antivenoms for all 
setae, These Antivenoms are well developed. In 1887 researchers got 
mn the right track. Injecting animals with small doses of venom and 
SOTO Sate, it slowly until the animals built up an immunity. and 
esearch turned. aovarde antibodies. In 1929 the Tiger snake Anti-- 
enene was prodiced: In 1955 the Taip:.n antivenene was producediin 
commonwealth Serui Laboratory Victoria. In 1956 the Brown Snake 
-atiyenene was produced, in 1959 the DEath Adder antivenene and in 
1562 the polivalent, antivenene was produced. This antivenene can be 
used for all snakes, especially if the snake is unidentified. 


Go 
un) 


by Es Q 1) th 


Shae O 


Os 


First Aid for*snake bite today is to bandage the whole limb 
to the pressure of a sprain bandage. Do not wash the bite as hosp- 
itals have a:test*to identify the snake family from the venom that 
is often left around the puncture. If possible put a splint on the 

Limb and bring: transport to the victim as there should be as little 
movement of the victim as possible. The effects of snake bite can 
include headache, nausea, heavy perspiration, passing blood and can 
be really nasty. 


» My Cook then showed slides of many reptiles ineluding ‘tere 
Monitors, ‘Crocodiles, Pythons, carpet snakes and the venomous snakes. 
Ke showed a great variety of colour and markings within one species. 
Ne all realised how difficult it is to identify a snake without be 
being able to do a scale count. There were four very different forms 
of Brown Snakes and some banded snakes. occur in a form without any 
bands. 

Then Mr Cook aya some slides of. nennTea with snake bites 
and “ine effect the bites caused around the bite. I am. sure nobody 
Mey want to be bitten after seeing those slides. 


To complete the evening lig Cook produced live specimens. 
“© commenced with the Common and the Blotched Blue~tongued Lizards, 
‘he Water Dragon, a Legless Lizard (which squeaked) and a @arpet 
Snake. The Diamond Python was quiet enough » for the chilg@ren and some 
adults to feel the skin of. But when iim cook produced the Tiger 
Snake and milked it to show the amount. of venom, more people stayed. 
in their seats. Copperhead, Red-bellied Black.:Snake, Common Brown 
Snake were all produced from their respective bags for our POISE 
tion but carefully returned to their bags. 


We thanked Mr ‘Coak for a ‘fascinating evening. 


Bon Thompson. 
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SINGLE CELLED PLANTS AND ANIMALS USING MISCROPES. 
Talk by ir Urwin Bates 28/6/85 


Using a battery of miscropes to support his talk Mx Usain 
Rates took members for an interesting look into the world of single 
celled plants and animals. 


The first stop was an Spaheneesigm of the aoe RS ait a micr-- 
oscope. Cells were first observed in the 17th century shortly after 
the miscroscope came into being. However the significance of cells 
a8 not understood until the early 19th century. 

Cells are made up of macro(large) molecules and various smaller 
molecules. The main macromolecules are nucleic acids, proteins 

and polysaccharides. Important among the smaller molecular compon~ 
-ents are lipids, porphyrins (pigments necessary for oxidation and 
-photosynthests) and water.About 70 to 80% of a cell is water. 

£ the water content falls below 50% a cell dies. There are two 
distinct types of cellis:procaryotic cells, found only. in blue- ~green 
algae and bacteria, and eucaryotic cells composing all other life 
forms .The two types of cells function in a similar way. A major 
difference being that eucaryotic cells have a nucleus containing 
the gene bearing chromosomes while procaryotic cells have no 
nucleus (thein genetic material is. contained ina “single chromosome) . 


Under ‘a current classification for plants and animals, 
single cell organisms come under the following headings: 
Kingdom Monera -- unicellular organisms lacking a nucleus (procanyotes' 


blue- -green algae, bacteria. 


BABA et Protista~ unicellular organisms with nucleus(eucaryotes) 
protozoa, algae ANGIE blue-- “green , green algae) 


It must be said that there is some debate as to classification. 


Protozoa (sometimes referred to as acellular rather than 
unicellular) form a very large group ranging from pathogenic organ-: 
isms (such as those causing malaria or African sleeping sickness) 
to marine organisms of considerable beauty and complexity. 

Most protozoa have animal like characteristics but some such as the 
pean containing Euglena are plant like. Over 30,000species 

£ protoans have been identified, ranging from tiny blood paras~ 
re less than. two microns long to large organisms up to 15mm: 
long which are visible to the naked. eye. Some protozoans require 
oxygen to supvive while others thrive in the lower levels of: deep 
takes, in sewerage tanks or in the intestines of vertebrates. 
Temperature requirements also vary. Though most are solitary some 
form colonies that are held together by a secreted matrix. roa 
Protozoans vary in shape, but have several common features: a nucl-+ 
ues or nuclei; mitochondria, bodies associated with important 
“espiratory enzymes: vacuoles which are involved in water elimin-~ 
stion and digestion; and other particles and organelles. 


Nutrition is acconiplished- ‘either by direct ingestion of 
solids or ingestion of dissolved food “or both.: Photosynothetic 
varieties of protozoans can survive with. only a few minerals and 
vitamins in their solutions and many have phototrophic’ : eyespots" 
vhich guide the onganisms ‘toWard light. 


contd. .pp 5 
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BOOK- REVIEW. 
THE FOSSIL COLLECTOR'S HANDBOOK -- A PALAEONTOLOGY FIELD GUIDE. 


James Reid iacdonald. 
Published by Prentice Hall of Australia Pty Ltd. 


This handbook provides an excellent reference for anyone. 
interested in field Palaeontology The book is presented wyth.a 
bias toward the author's specialist field of Vertebrate Palaeontology 
As such the book's title should perhaps be changed to read "A 
vertebrate Palaeontology Field Guide". This criticism is only a 
minor one though as the discussion of vertebrate palaeontology is 
easily extended to the treatment of other fields of palaeontology 
1 BNORE cases. Also, his summary of the Linnaean classification 
sys" stem does provide a very good coverage of the wider field of 
6 laeontoneey! 


The author draws extensively from his experience with 
ventebrate fossil sites in the Western United States. This area of 
che U.S. is richly endowed with such sites and the book makes very 
“nteresting reading. However, as a guide to actual fossil locations 

tne book is obviously of little use outside the United States. 


The introduction makes good comment regarding the attitude 
yard palaeontology.i.e.~ The more proffessional the approach to 
Sah Co eats the greater will be the personal rewards and 


satisfaction. In particular if you do find an unusual specimen in 
the field take care -to record all relevant detaris as the author 
suggests. 


The first chapter provides a good ex eaeion as to the 
nature and origin of fossils and should be of interest to-most.: 
peaders. The second chapter suggests scveral useful hints as’to 
the best geological and geographical Icon Giana which may. produce 
worthwhile fossil prospects. say ie 


The discussion of some basic geology in Chapter 3. is ne 
necessary in a book such as this. An appreciation of basic geology. 
is necessary to the palaeontologist in order to maximise the results 
of the time spent in the field. Aimlessly prospecting for fossils 
without regard to geology will not result in- as many good finds. | 


the author's advice on the collection, preparation: -and 
curation of fossils is very good and he does make an attempt to. 
cover invertebrate and plant fossils as well as vertebrates. 
His very detailed advice on conducting field trips though, does 
seem to bme to be-too detailed and unnecessary. He ends 5 digress 
rom the main theme of the book at this point. 


The summary of the Linnaean system is quite erafnearitsinerediors 
and easy to follow. It is good to see a description of this class-. 
ification systen which doés not become unduly bogged down in nomen~ 
elature and jargon. It should provide a good, quick reference to’ 
help in classifying most fossils. 


The final two chapters are of little use to anyone outside 
the U.S.but they do give some indication as to how extensively 


fossils occur ~- fossils are not necessarily exceptional or :rare 


items ! 


contd..pp § 
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SINGLE CELLED..PLANTS. jee SCONE Ctwens 
SOme protozoans move with the aid of flagella, long | ‘whip-like 
structures that move either back and forth or spirally. 
Another form of propulsion in some species are cilia which resemble 
flagella but are much smaller and more numerous. Cilia move in wave 


_ like patterns to propel the protozoan. 


bites 


Reproduction in protozoans is mainly by binary fission which 
involves nuclear division, duplication of organelles and an ‘approz-: 
imately equal divisions of the body. SODME ETONTSEACERNIS) TEI other 
means. including sexual reproduction. 


Because of their capacity to perform the ensenhiaD ee 
process in a small but very complex unit,protozoans are widely 
studied in reproduction and cell division research. 


The. evening concluded with members putting heads down and 
ceils up for a. Look: through the miscroscopes. All kindly prepared 
by Mr and Mrs Bates.Many people were able to see the wonders of 


single: celled plants and their activities using miscropes._ 


John Mewett. 


BOOK REVIEW. | Contd... 
In summaDy » the book is a very good one and deals tell 


| with most aspects of field palaeontology. I would recommend it to 


your .Club. If however, you would like special information on ete] 
vertebrate fossil sites I would suggest you contact 


Brof. Tom.M.Rich Curator of Vertebrate Palaeontology 
“Museum of victoria 
285-321 Russel Street, Melbourne. 


Invertebrate and plant fossils are much more numerous: 
around Victoria and I would suggest that these sites would likely 
be of more interest to your club. Certakznly you would. have,a much 
higher chance of finding acceptable invertebrate and plant fossils 
in Victovia than you would vertebrate ones. wD 


Zane Smith. Res 
S.E.C.V.Geologist. 


AUTUMN BIRD NOTES. 


' Whige wandering in Jean's garden at Tarwin I was amazed to 
ece.a pink-breasted robin alight on the clothsline a few metres: 
away. I took it for a Pink but it could easily have been a Rose. 
“obin. There were females about but did they have white in their 
tails or not ? ? How unobservant can one be ? They were probably 


on the move for they were not seen again. 


I have long suspected that the Weebill is one of the birds 
of the local bush. Joan Vincent verified this on a recent visit 
to Tarwin. With abundant food and water in that sea of greenery 
the bird life is particularly abundant, both resident and migrat- 
ory, and many nest there. The EET sanctuary ‘next door makes at 
doubly attractive. Foes 


Ellen Lyndon. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD JULY 24th 1985. 


Discussion re alternative venue for excursion if petrol shortage 
still evident. 

Advised that speaker for August meeting could not attend. 

Decided that we have slides of birds with some audience particip- 
ation. David Stickney has some slides and the Club could use slides 
taken by Frank Jones ( a mamber of L.V.F.N.C.who died some years ago) 


FinanceTreasurer reported a bank balance of $618-08. 

Accounts to be paid Hall hire 3months $15.00 ; 
Correspondence To Shire Engineer Narracan Shire ve reserve along 
‘icDonald's Track (near Auchterlonie pnopegeyye We are desirous that 
this area be made a reserve. 

C.C.V.re meeting August 13th. A.C.F.re conservation movement. 
International Periodicals directory. Dept. of Forest and Lands 

ve Newsletter. Government in Focus, ECOS. Nature Territory (N.T.) 
u.E,Naturalist (Tas) W.F.N.C.A. re Coach camping Tours. 


dvised that Mr Wall and Miss Galbraith had met with Mr Therge fron 
“arracan Shire re roadsides in Boola Forest area etc... 
Tavitation received to opening of Government Offices in, traralgon. 


Car Stickers. Bank balance of $352.00 iirs Plant is ordering more 
stickers which will sell for $1.50. Members are urged to have one 
of these stickers on their car as means of identifying another of 
similar interest. 
Club Badges.These have been Snaened and should be available at ane 
next meeting - Cost will be $4.00 to members. — a 
i, Lubcke presented a poster for Native Plant Show in October. 
These to be copied at Morwell Shire Offices. 
Landscape Committee report on SEC landscaping for deviation road 
Traralgon Creek Rd. near Loy Yang turn off. All areas to be planted 
whth trees so the area should be more visually pleasing. 

Club History prepared by Mrs Lyndon is in the hands of the printer 
and should be available to members soon. This has been a marathon 
project for all concerned. 
Conservation Co-ordinator. 
ipitten to Dr Calder re plant lists and publications. ; 

\ "to Premier re Public Lands in iflallee re clearing ABB 0 
Flora and Fauna Guarantee Newsletter to be received. 

lap from C.C.V.re timber cutting areas. Energy Victoria re awards 
compebition. Ministry for Planning and Environment re projects 
concerned with at present. 

“i11 obtain Gippsland Lakes Report and Port Philip Birds. 
sdvised about WINTER HRCANC ESS at Conference Room 240 Victoria Pde 
East Melbourne. . 
c Saie 5th Radiation | a Neat Plague October 3rd Not for Humans Only 
Nov. 7th The Snowy a throwaway. River. © 
chobenicien Margaret Hussey 03- 651 4133 

*>s Thompson has full details of this oereinen 


The next committee meeting will be held on Wednesday August 21st 
etthe home of iir and Mrs Lubcke 221a Helen Street Morwell at 7.30pr 
Any interested members are always welcome at these meetings. 


Supper Roster August 23rd. Val Plant Val Lazyson. 
‘iore volunteers needed for supper roster please. 
Are you saving cream bottles for flower show ?? 
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COMING EVENTS 
WARRAGUL F.N.C. 


Meeting: Friday September 20th 
Memhers Night 
Excursion: - Contact Secretary for details. 


LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. 


Meeting: Friday September 27th 
Speaker: Dr J.H.Willis 
"A Naturalist in the Kimberleys" 
Excursion: Saturday September 28th 
to the Gormandale area. 
Meeting Place; Traralgon High School at 10.00am 


(Liddiard Road) 


Bird Group: Meet at Moe Education Centre at 
10.00am. Bring lunch. 

Many of the usual birdo's will be away, but it is hoped 

that other members may like to have an outing. 


VICTORIAN FIELD NATURALISTS CLUBS ASSOCIATION 


Spring-timr get-together October Sth and 6th 1985 
Host Club: Maryborough. Bus going From lielbourne, Contact 
Marie allender 683.527 2749 


Motels and camping available, An interesting program has been 
arranged for the weekend. 
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BRODRIBB RD. POUD: 
Excursion with Mp U.Bates 28/6/85 | 


It had been wet and cold all the week so when Saturday dawned 
bright and sunny we were all pleased. 


Standing on the side of the road at the pond looking at the 
eeneral view across the water we saiy-a cormorant catch a-fish. 

There were two mountain ducks walking around the pond, a swallow 
Clying low, a small grebe swimmins, a white~faced heron and white 
egret at the edge of the water.... all these binds would be Boras 
ant on this general environment for food. — ° - 

Several . field miscroscopes were set up on ne eae boards * 
of cars. We then set off for the pond wearing cum boots and armed 
with nets and jars. A couple of mosquitoes buzzed by and’ probably 
would have started life in the pond. Where the ground was quite 
wet we noticed yabby holes, then closer in the actual mud and 
shallow water mosses and clumps of reeds were growing ,some with 
spiders on then. Further around a large area was covered with 
water lily leaves and other pond weeds. We collected some of the 

vater together with some algae; mosses, several water fleas, BENGY 
voving “black spots" and other animals fron different ‘parts of the 
lake. We then walked back and looked through our misecroscopes and 
That a surprise '!2 All sorts of creatures of varying shapes anc. 
3$izes were moving around in a drop of water. I don't know if they 
vere swimming or just drifting around in the currents! i ; y 

One round “Sputnik” moved so smoothly and gracefully, apes some~ 
ching else just darted about. Another drop of vater he a female - 
Cyclops with a red eye and complete with a full sac of+ “epgs. - 

vhis little creature was like a perfect fairy prawni! © a TS 
Cvclops belong to the familyPhylum arthropoda which includes shrimps 
prarms, erayfish ete. Our little Cyclops are wide spread members 

of nearly every pond environment and is part of the Micro Crustaceen 
fauna. What they lack in size they make up:for in numbers and are | 
the primary members of the food chain supporting mearly all the 
larger aquatic animals. ~— These perfect Imttic things have been 
found in fossil beds millions of years old, so it is not size that 
counts in the game-of survival. (note dinosaurs are no more) 


The food chain in the Brodribb. Rd. Poon and ‘general envir~ 
onnentstarted with these miscroscopic: creatures being consumed by _ 
bigger creatures and then in turn they themselves were eaten by 
Larger ones and finall ending with the Cormorant we sew eating the 
fish... so the large copmonaii was very: much pe eae ae on. the.. 
-inute Cyclops. soa 

Mr Bates said that it was. Raeanl that man “should study. the 
ife style and food chains of these different environments if we 
are to conserve the whole environment, for one wie link in the 
enain could very well spell (alaticyevepecmaly 8 : OM 


We had lunch at the Hazelwood /spasyoreentain and noticed about | 
20 white egrets sitting in the. sun. Nothing further had been plan~ 
ned so we decided to go on to Witt's Gully. We went for a short 
walk along the track and found it so peaceful, not a breeze blowing 
and not an echo of noise from the busy Highway just over the hgll. 


contd..pp 2 
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BRODRIBB RD.POWD. contd... 


We noticed a wallaby's footprint in the soft mud, saw a 
series of tunnels through the undergrowth obviously Heal used 
by wombats. Mr Bates: showed members a vinute grub that could 
only be seen when holding the leaf up to the sunlight. 

Several kinds of fungi were just becinning to show through and 
both pink and white heath Epacris impressa would be lovely on the 
next excursion. “e came back to the cars, had a welceme cup oftea 
thanked lr Bates for opening a new world ‘to us with microscopes. 
tt had been a most exciting and absolutely perfect day. 


Tris Peterson.’ 


ECOLOGY OF FUNGI. 
Talk by Mes ‘BE. Lyndon 26/7/85 


The growth of Fungi is closely linked with that of the 
flowering plants which provide the material on which the fungi 
feeds. The fungal flora of a given place is greatly: influenced 
by the type of vegetat ion that grows there. The humus formed 
under Pine trees is different to that which forms under Austr- 
alian bush. Some parasitic fungi are limited to particular host 
plants, but others are more catholic in their tastes. : 


One reason why certain Gungi ere associated with specific 
kinds of trees are, that their Mycelium grows in intimate cont~ 
act with tree roots, forming eae SsO- =called i Mycorrhiza which means 
fungus roots. 

This is of benefit to both Perens: as the mantle of fungus 
enables the tr-e roots to absorb minerals from the soil and 
the fungus gets its supply of sugar from the trees. 

Kuch more study has been done overseas where certain kinds of 
Fungi appear only om or under specific trees. 


Like other plants, Fungi. require lots of moisture.Those 
that inhabit stumps and logs are better off as there is often 
a reserve of moisture in the decaying: wood. 


Those that prow on living trees are more or less indepen: 
dent of external supplies. Many large woody brackets may be seen 
all the year but they are in active growth only in late summer | 
and autumn. There are other thinner types that are able to wit 
stand drying out in hot weather , but quickly revive and resume. 
growth as soon as the wood is wet again, ' 


Although there are micro-fungi that can srow in compést 
heaps at fairly high temperatures most grow best at similar 
temperatures to those favoured by the seed plants. they do best 
in late summer and autumn, when the soil and air are both warm 


and humid. 

There are always. exceptions that will ellonnke really Zoe 
weather and some moulds are able to work under snow. 
The small species. that inhabit animal dung: are probably sust— 
ained by the heating up of the manure . i 


Most Fungi require oxygen and Gannot grow or even Dye. 
very long without it. When a fungus. is growing rapidly, and’ 
some reach maturity overnight, it respires vigorously and prod- 
uces relatively large amounts of Carbon Dioxide gas. 


contd pp.. 3 
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ECOLOGY OF FUNGI. contd... 


As Fungi do not possess Chlorophyll they do not need much 
light for photo--synthesis, and many of them, including the 
edible Mushrooms, are able to develop naturally in total darkness. 


A rather specialised Funsi live in “old mine workings, 
where temperature and humidity are fairly constant throughout 
the year. A few curious little micro-fungi react positively ~ 
to light, firing their spores dir rectly at, it. 


A few Fungi will gnow in water. logged soil or, woods - 
On the other hand there are certain. species that grow in deserts 
and or dry sand. dunes. None of the wood rotting .kinds can decay 
wood that is completely waterlogged: and timber is safer while 


submerged in pivers or speciel ponds. | 


Fungi regenerate by means of spores, fine as dust, appear- 
ing when massed, in-various: colours, which ‘can be a real help in 
identification. Spores may be dry and powdery,- distributed by 
the wind, or they may be slimy and sticky, adapted for distrib- 
ution by animals or insects.: The larger mushrooms and toadstools 
develop their: spores on vadiating g gills or in pores ov tubes. 


Under the microscope. these spores appear. aha different 
shapes and sizes, and often show ornamentation of spikes, hooks 
or knobs. This rein is a help in identification/ | 


Botanically the mushroom stem is called a Stine. 
It has none of the functions of the stem of the green plants, 
where there is two-way traffic of food and water to leaves and 
roots: its job is to lift the cap, orPileus, high enough to. 
allow proper dispersal ObeEhe spores , which serve as seeds. 


The fine white threads that coine up sommtimes attached 
to the foot of the Stipe are not reeos, but are. actually part 
of the main body of the fungus. the underground Mycelium. 
IN some cases these threads become very thick and rootlike, 
when they are known as Rhizomorphs. Honey Sunes is a good 
example. Its Rhizomorphs: are providec. with a hard shiny cover 
and etey are able to push off in any. aanecenOn as the food supply 
runs short, searching for either living or dead trees. It has 
been classed with the Phytophthora cinnamomi (Cinnamon Fungus) -. 
as a deadly destroyer of trees. In some seasons it runs wild), 
right up standing trees. Against the. Light “ates aS eae Gueig Y 
and caps can be very beautiful. ee 


The fact that a plant is labelled either nen one ot neosdt: 
stool does not mean a thing. Some of the so called mushrooms, 
if not pois@nous, can make you very sick, for instance the 
yellow staining mushroom. Some of the toadstools are not only 
edible but quite delicious. ROSDNY ROOTS ones: Bete few and 
far between. 

There is no doubt. that the fungi are as: ively! in meta 
ways as flowers. They come in ail colours, including black and; 
white. IN a good. season there is sucha” vapiety of Fungi that 
even if you take a casual. interest in. Baa your will: soon: ibe 
sorting them. into EPOUPS « ie san arec aa: 


‘comtd’ pp. 4, °° 
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ECOLOGY OF FUNGI contd... 


It is not easy to predict whether a mushroom season will be 
good or bad. The Mycelium threads, the underground parts that 
serve as roots, need to build up rich reserves of food to prod-~ 
uce & succession of well developed fruit bodies. 


Conditions of growth must be favourable’ for weeks or months 
before good crops can appear. 

On any walk in the bush there are sure to be a few Russulas 
about. They come in lovely colours of rose and pich purple or 
just white. The gills are usually clear white and very crisp. 
You can usually tell a Russula by holding it against your ear 
and breaking it. It will audibly crackle. The Cortinars are 
another commen family, and also in rich colours. Look for the 
veil or ring on the stem. It will be dusted with the rusty-- 


brown spore powder. The name Cortinarius is from Cortina- a veil, 


There are over 300 species and while a family member is recog: 
nisable, a microscope is required to separate the species. 


Study of Fungi is one of the most difficult fields in the 
plant world. MOst specialists confine their studies to one or 
two branches, of a particular genus or kind of Fungi. 

They close their minds to all the rest. Xe 


Mes Lyndon concluded by saying that she could not cover 
the whole range of Fungi in one evening, but recommemded it 
as a most rewarding field of study. 


SNAKE BEHAVIOUR. 


Browsing through the Victorian Naturalist, looking for 
something quite different, I was side tracked by a paper descr-- 
ibing and illustrating presumed ritual combat between male 
snakes, in this case, copperheads. It called to mind a sight I 
kave never forgotten, sometime in the 1920's. 


I was riding my pony past a burnt- -out Siaviip when he shied ~ 


violently. Looking for the cause my horrified gaze fell on a 
great thick rope of snake with two distinct heads. Two big 
snakes were entwined or twisted tosether and four eyes were 
looking my way. I did not await to enquire whether they were) 
blacks, browns or brindles, being of somewhat unscientific 
mind at the time. It was probably late summer for the grass was 
dry and the sun warm. Both black and tiger snakes are common _ 
along the Latrobe morasses east of Sale, but from yp, memory of, 
their shining size I would guess these were black shakes. 

This " wrestling" has been recorded indifferent kinds of. snakes 
but has been noticed more often in the common. black SHE MES 
lating behaviour is aaid to be quite different. 

Has anyone else observed a similar wrestling match ? 


Ref: Victorian Naturalist Vol 37. No5. 1980 


Ellen Lyndon. 


, -~ 
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AUSTRALIAN PLANTS DISPLAY 

Will be held on October I8th and 19th at the 

St.Andrews Uniting church Hall Kay Street Tralgon, 

We want all members to attend the display but as well this is a 

request for pe Deas on Thursday 17th to help prepare the hall 

collect Flowers and deliver to hall .If you can help at all please 

contact iim Lubcke. 

There will be a raster at the next meeting for names to help 

supervise the display at all. tames. We need Four De oueS on duty 

at any one Eames po ee 7 

Saturday after 5.00 pm we need all hands on deck to -glear BEDS. hall. 

It is used on rete morning so we must clear up on Saturday 


FLOWERS FOR DISPLAY. Please look in your gardens ov any. others 

you may have access to and list plants that you will be able 

to supply for the display. Names have to be written on labels 
beforehand. All species to.be tied separately and atte an ident- 
ifying label at the top of the bunch. f 

Mos Huxley will have sample at September meeting 

Flowers should be picked Thursday morning and soaked in Romania 

20 or a 2% sugar solution, this should help them to last longer. 


DEcided that we should’ have a display of Ferns. as they are part: 
of our Flora. If you have any suitable Ferns in pots please 
bring them to the hall for display. ; 


Containers for flowers. Are you saving the cream bottles? . 
We would appreciate if these have, labels removed... 


The committee have been doing their honework bef Fore “the dispia LV 
but there will be plenty to do for willing hands ARE 4 the | 
display so don't forget that roster. , 


There will be Stalls: Native Plants : 
Native Flower Paintings 
Bark Paintinss 
Native Flora Books 
Native Flower arrangements. 
Admission Adults $1.00 Children 50cents.. 


This is a combined effort with Latrobe Valley Native PLants Group» 


AUTUMN BIRD NOTES. 


For the past month a pair of Cranky fans have been Gevereo 
ingamongst my treeferns and the clothesline. ¢ We should all be | 
planting rotary clotheslines for the birds!) I fear for them as 
there are so many stray cats about. I doubt whether the State: 
Covernment's proposed Companion Animals Legislation will do much 
good.It is too permissive. Compulsory registration of cats may 
help to solve the problem if Shire councils will come to the 


party. “ 
4 Ellen Lyndon. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEETING HEL LD AUGUST 21st 1985. 


Committee advised that Dr Willis will ‘be, the speaker at the 
September meeting. Meeting place arranged for excursion. 


Finance: Treasurer reported a balance of $700- U8. 
Accounts Postage $60.00 Fungi Books $150-20 


Correspondence: Letter of thanks to lir Zane Smith for book review 
To Prentice Hatl re Book Review. Advised Yarram area Dept,Cons- 
érvation and Lands re visit to Jack Smith‘s Lake.. 

Publications received: A.C.F re Woodchipping in Tasmania 
C.C.V.Newsletter. SGAP Maroondah Group Newsletter. 

Government in Focus. Vic.Naeturalist. N.T.Naturalist _ 

Request for Naturalist from Colorado State University. 


Conservation Co-ordinator. Dept of Forest and Lands re Regional 
Committee (Warragul area) Advisory Group Land Protection. 

ir Lubeke to represent us and ir Thompson willbe representative, 
for the Traralgon area. 
Submission re Melbourne area L.C.C. 

Comments re Marina in Gippsland Lakes. 

Me and Mrs thompson went with L.V.Forum to see overburden dump 
(rehabilitation)and were pleased with results. 


fdvised that Mr BAtes cen obtain microscopes 150 mm lens . 
There were some similar at the June Meeting. If you are interested 
contact the Secretary. 


The next meeting of the Committee will be held on Wednesday 
September 25th at the home of Mr anc irs Wall 156 Kay street 
Traralgon at 7.30 pm. 
Supper roster September 27th Mes Wall Mrs Lubcke 


Next years programme. 

If any mambers have any requests tor speakers or activities to 
be included in 1986 programme please contact Secretary. 

We will be having a programme meeting in October. & 
Please do not hesitate to ask for a particular speaker who you 
think is interesting. Perhaps we don't know about then. 


Mrs Thompson has recently been in hospital, she is now at home 
and we send-her our best. wishes 


The Sppinecane Get= toperhes of V. EB: Ne Cc. A, is an activity we can 
recommend to any members of the club who feel inclined to attenc 
This is a very friendly group and welcome represantetives from 
participating Clubs. 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST 


DETAILS OF CONTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS. 


CLUB. 


LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. 


SALE F.N-C. 


TRARALGON F.N.C. 


WARRAGUL F.N.C. 


BAIRNSDALE F.N.C. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


HON.SECRETARY. 


Mrs 1I.Peterson 
14 Barry Street, 
Morwell 3840 
051-342129 


Me Maclean 
P.0.Box302 
SALE 3850 
051-458238 


D.H.Fitzserald...«, 
ey ONO KUNA Oe 


Churchill 3842 
051-221104 


Mes A.Jencke 

6 Hunters Crescent 
Warragul 3820 
056- 235607 


Mrs D.Hillard 
11 Enid Street 
Bairnsdale 3875 
O51~ 523486 


Due March 1st, Payable to Hon Treasurer 


NATURALISTS$6.00 


FAMILY $10.00 


MEETINGS. 


7.30pm. on 4th Friday 
each month, at 

Regional Education Centre 
Kirk Street MOE. 


8.00pm. on ist Friday 
each month, Room 13 
Continuing Education 
Centre, Raymond Street 
SALE. 


8.00pm on ist Friday 


-each month, at L.V. 


Education Building 
Kosciusko St. School. 
TRARALGON, 


8.ocopm on 3rd Friday 
each month at Proceed, 
Normanby Street 
WARRAGUL. 


8.00pm on 3rd Friday 
each month at C.{.A.Hall 
BAIRNSDALE.’ 


Mes A.Stewart 


‘P.O0.Box 169 


Newborough 3825, 
SINGLE MEMBERS § 8.00 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST is the official publication of the 
Latrobe Valley Field Naturalist Club. 


Contributions on any aspect of Natural History are invited from 
MEMBERS OF ALL CLUBS . and should be addressed to 


Hon. Editor 

lirs L. Long 

99 Chamberlain Boad 
NEWBOROUGH 3825 


A 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST. 
Registered by Australia: Post. Publication No.VBH 1569 . Postage 
Paid 


mr es 


h , Moe 

: Vic Aust 
oe? 3825. 

(en Vae 


Mis. H- rane 
ot Hob | 
fiiscsel Ue at 


If ‘ENE claimed within 7 days return to Sec. 14 Barry St,liorwell 
38h0. 


<A . 
weet. 


Protect and enjoy 


Registered by Australian Post. Publication No. VBH 1569. 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST ISSUE No 262 OCTOBER 1985 


COMING EVENTS. 


WARRAGUL F.N.C. 

Meeting: Friday October 18th 
Woodchipping in Tasmania 
Speaker from A.C.F. 

Exeursion: Contact Secretary for details. 


LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. 


Australian Plants Display October 18th 19th 

St Andrews Uniting church Hall Kay Street Traralgon. 

Meeting: Friday October 25th 

Speaker: Mr Peter Turner "GRasses”. 
Excursion: Saturday October 26th 

Meeting Place Maffra (under the clock) at 10.00am 
Working Bee Saturday November 93th 


Calignee south road at 10.00a.m. 
Bring Lunch. 
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QUESTIONS IN THE FOREST. 


When engaged in excursions, particularly in the Mount Worth 
Park, repeatedly I am asked one. question: " What is the explanat:- 
ion of those green side ~branches of the fronds (pinnae) strewn_ 
under some of the Soft Treeferns?" — : 


All I could say in reply has been " I'm told it is the Ring- 
tail Possums". But recently, on a day when just two of us were 
out there preparing for the next Project Day when it would be very 
inadvisable to have people standing around waiting for route-fir~- 
alising to be done, we noticed a flight of Crimson Rosellas silently 
arrive and settle in the tops of two treeferns having earlier 
noticed the ground under several of these ferns almost completely 
carpeted with their'pinnae. 


We were only able to get. a good view of the top half of ons 
Rosella limiting our observation to the fact that it was continua: 
lly raising one foot in which it was holding something it was 
eating. Very tantalising! If we had tried to get a better view, 
they -would be off, so we left them to it until we had finished 
the part we were working on and then went over to the ferns which 
had been left as silently as they had come. 


On the ground we found several of the tell-tale clues. - 
freshly dropped pinnae; and so to one of our leading bird observ 
ers who provided a ready ansver:"Crimson Rosellas”" 
very satisfactory. 


But on our next trip the heat came off the Rosellas because 
it was obvious that there can't be enough Rosellas around to do 
all the work that is done. And I am a bit skeptical. about dobbing 
the Ringtails in as the main culprits. Others such as the Pigmy 
POssums may be involved. 


All this leads us on to another couple of questions. 
First, “ What is it they are going for? “ It seems a well establ- 
ished fact that the pith of the trunk of the Soft Treefern is 
irresistable to Brush-tailed Possums, so, " Is there a similar 
attraction in the base of the pinnae of the Treeferns.” 
Tt could be that whereas the possums have not learned how to hold 
pieces they nip off, the Rosellas, instead of only getting a bit 
at the base of the pinnae, are able -to follow the tasty material 
further up the stem of the pinna and so are less likely to drop 
the whole piece that appears conspicuously on the ground. 


A spotlight excursion seems called for to bring some final. 
ity to the puzzle. 
Jack Brooks. 


nnn nnn LEE 
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EXCURSION TO GLEN NAYOOK. = ~——«-27/7/85. 


On a crisp frosty morning some members of the Club (from all 
parts of the Valley congregated at Neerim South to participate in 
the excursion to Glen Nayook Reserve. ah hes Sea By 
The Reserve was completely burnt by bushfires in 1926 and vegetat 
ion today is resrowth from this fire. Tree species are Mountain 
Ash, Grey Gum, liessmate, Myrtle Beech, Sassafras and Blackwood |. 
Main features are soft and hard treeferns, Lyrebirds, Wallabiea, 
POssums, and other forest fauna. Tne Shire of Buln Buln managed 
the Reserve from 1957 to 1982 protecting and promoting it as a 
place of natural interest. Glen Nayook was reserved in 1982 under 
the Crown Land Act as an area of natural interest and is currently 
managed by the Department of Conservation, Forest and Lands, 


Under the leadership of Jack and Nancy Brooks we wended our 
way down the stepped, slippery, narrow track to the Gillen. 


Progress was very slow as members found various types of Fungi. 
Our first finds were Earth -stars and underground puff~balls. 
Upon breaking the puff-—balls the internal substance was textured 
like ‘mashed potatoes’ and another species had a delicate lacey 
‘pattern.Our second specimen of interest was Hydnum repandum 

the Toothed Fungi with firm white flesh, highly thought of for 
the table, : whe 


We continued on to the ‘Overlook'lookout to the fern gully. 
Below we saw in close view a healthy looking fan fern. 
Beside this lookout is a giant Mountain Grey Gum which has surv- 
ived all the bush fires up to date. : 


At the lookout we saw the bright leafy tops of the tree~ 
ferns. Across the gully a large Eucalypt had a long yellow stripe 
down the trunk prominently displayed in the bright sunlight, and 
- observing it through binoculars and consulting other members we 
came to the conclusion that this was a form of fungi. 


| Continuing alonf the downward track we.came upon a Wombat 
burrow- not as is usually seen at foot level- but situated.on the 
top of the bank. The entrance was at eye level. Over the entrance 
was an arch of fallen timber which:was adorned with Rainbow 
fungus YTrametes versicolour in varying shades of brown. 

It looked as though it belonged to’ the story " Wind in the Willows" 


By now walking along the track with moss covered boulders 
dripping with water one side, and a drop into the gully on the 


other; we noticed covering almost all decaying timber was the cotton, 


like threads of Clavariadelphus Juncus — 


To our delight we found one small green spider Thomisidae 
sidymella with hairy legs, on a treefern, looking very much Like 
a tiny fern.(beautifully camouflaged). Tiny cobwebs festooned 
the cracks and crevices of the treeferns. Sunlight sparkling on 
the droplets of water. 


We eventually arrived at the fast running Tarago River, 
here were numerous small ferns and mosses to study and liverworts 
carpeted the ground. Two uncommon fungi finds for the day were 
Leotia lubrica ~yellow solid fleshy fleshy cap and yellow stem, and 
Ascocoryne sarcoides-- pale capped clubs of cold mauve purple grow- 


ing up a tree trunk. 
contd..pp 3, 
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EXCURSION TO GLEN NAYOOK. contd... 


On the way back for lunch growing over fallen leaves and 
twigs we found Marasmius equicrinis the Horse hair fungus with its 
familiar blackish stems and pale tawny caps, its hidden beauty 
revealed through a hand lens. A surprise first for most of us was 
the find of a colony of Myscomycidum pendulum a small. delicate 
member of the coral fungi, which looked like cone shaped stalact~ 
ites hanging from a very short stem on the end of a water~-logge:l 
log. 
Leaving Glen Nayook and following Shady Creek to McDougals 
Road we viewed the old tram track that used to pull the logs to 
the timber mill, then continuing up the track we found the Tall 
Geeenhood Pterostylis longifolia, which was the ‘fluke’ for the day. 


Finally finishing at the Old Sale Road we thanked Jack and 
Naney for the lovely day. and continued on our separate journey 
home. 
J-viall. 


MANNA FOR BUTTERFLIES ? 


At the end of April we visited the wildflower reserve at. 
Traralgon South. the area had been burnt approx.12 months previo- 
usly with a very hot fire. So the trees were damaged. 


On our visit we noticed an Apple Box sapling (Euc.bridgesiana) 
with many Common Brown butterflies (Heteronympha merope merope) — . 
flying around it. On inspection we found the sapling had a white 
erusty substance on its bark, especially on the undersides of the 
branches. There was a large number (approx.100) butterflies settled 
and apparantly feeding on the substance. The butterflies were 
disturbed by our approach; but when we stepped back a short dist~ 
ance they: very soon settled back on the undersides of the branches. 


We do not know’ if the damage by the burn caused this subst: 
ance on the tree or why this tree should be like that while we 
could not find any others with the substance on them. 

Certainly the butterflies from quite some distance must have been 
attracted as I have never before seen so many butterflies together. 
The butterflies did not appear to be worrying about each other, 
they only seemed to bée finding a spot to feed on the crusty 
substance. 

By NOW» July, the sapling appears to have fully recovered 
from the fire and there is no evidence of any sunstance on its 
bark. 


Bon Thompson. 
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BIRD NOTE. 


Reading Autumn Bird Notes oy Ellen Lyndon in September 
issue, Ifeel like writing about “our” tame blackbird. 


a My husband and Tf always kept a curly red retreiver dog. 
At Lang at the farm his name’ was "Red™ 5 at Moe we had * Rover" 
and "Brownie". 
Being retired. and hopi ing to goon holidays Wwe never sot 
another dog. We found cats came into our backyard more often and 
always chase them out of vegetable and flower gardens. 


Early this winter a dejected blackbird was Ontene on the eon 
It looked to be a pitiful mother, her feathers dull and her head | 
bare of feathers. Then we notimed her on the fence, next I heard 
my husband saying ‘‘Hello, how are you today ?". I thought someone 
had come to visit, but it was the blackbird on the lawn near the 
back door, -\e scrape our porridge scraps. on to the lawn ae peeepis 
sparrows starlings and blackbirds come to it it. mate Peat Mean 
This morning theblackbird flew down and chased the sparrows con 
tue porridge scraps. 

_ He was a handsome male, black feathers shining, bright 

orange beak picking up porridge scraps. 


Is it the same one we first saw, who may have been caught 
by a cat and lost'his‘feathers from the head ?. 


Madge Vinnell. 


A COUPLE OF OLISSIONS 


In our report of my talk. on fungi in the NepoTn os Sept.&5 
we forgot to acknowledge ip Fuhrer's beautiful slides which were 
used to illustrate it. Lhere were several that. I had not seen in 
the field, including a Vibrissia and a Stinkhorn, Lysurus. 

Bruce vissted Tasmania in ijiay and found Hericium, the interesting 
Waterfall fungus, which I think myself lucky to have found once, 
was*' common everywhere he went. | We are all indebted to: Bruce 

for the loan of his slides, which, seeing we couldn't have him» 

in person, were the next best thing. Thanks also to the Bat ear, 
who projected them for me. 


Something I omitted to do at the very Bey and enjoyable 
September meeting was to thank all those members who assisted mé 
with the production of the 25 Years History. I had indeed resear- 
ched the minutes (and wasn't there a car load of them!) but was 
sveatly helped by a mumber of willing people who read through’: 
che manuscript , recalled incidents that I had overlooked, offered 
suggestions and generally prepared the work for the printer. 

My sincere thanks to each of you for ‘the hospitality and genuine 

help that‘you gave me. The result looks very satisfactory. 

One date is out of context. On page 10, midlle Par, read 1966 

for 1961. OUr thanks to SATE Hep printer. 
5) Dobe 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST (5) ISSUE No 262 OCTOBER 1985 


i ees EE a be tiers) tye ee ee See 
TANIMALS AND PLANTS OF NE? HOLLAND® 


In the eighteenth century, the exploration of Terra Australis 
Incognita, the great continent of the south, charged imagination 
and generated unparalled interest in europe. The only means of 
recording pictorial images of these voyages of discovery were the 
artist's pencil and brush, and if the work survived the voyage. 
The impressions were converted to publishable form by engravers. 


The exhibition, “ Animals and Plants of New Holland ", will 
have on display original natural history prints from most, of. the 
works published between 1703 and 1825. Included will be prints 
from William Dampier's voyage, James Cook's voyages, Banks 
Florilegium, the First Fleet accounts of Phillip, White and 
Collins, the voyages of the Frenchman Peron and d'Entrecasteaux. 
Also represented will be the delightful animal studies from the 
Naturalist's Miscellany, early botanical prints from the Botanical | 


Se a ee PT ° ° Sera ITER pe 
Magazine and its rival the Botanist's Repository, and many rarit.cs. 
such as prints from Shaw's Museum Leverianum, Ventenat's Deseript:: 


ion des plantes nouvelles et peu _connues, the Naturalist's POcket 
Magazine, and Perry's Arcana. Many " first “ illustrations are. 
included such as those of the kangaroo, echidna, sulphur~crested 
cockatoo, platypus, budgie, koala, Banksia, and so forth. 
The prints are almost all copper plate engravings, and most are 
hand coloured. All told, the exhibition will display about 300 
different images of animals and plants produced during these 
formative years. | 

All those who were captivated by the Gryphon Gallery's 
presentation of the Banks Florilegium series over recent years 
will be interested in this exhibition. 


‘Animals and Plants of New HOlland' is significant not only 
for the diversity of prints on display but the opportunity this 
exhibition represents to acquire works never before available to 
the public. | 

Exhibition opening 2-5 p.m. Saturday. 26 October 
Closes 2 p.m. Friday 8 Novemben - 
During exhibition open: 
Tuesdays to Saturdays 10a.m.- 4p.m. 
Wednesdays until 7.39 p.m. Closed MOndays. 
Gryphon Gallery, Melbourne College of Advanced Eduvation 
Carlton Campus, cnr Grattan and Swanston Streets, Enter from 
Gate 4 Grattan Street, Carlton, 3053, Telephone 3418 587 


nn nn rae Int EI I EInEIII RNS SSINSSIENRRSERSRSRERORREERNDN 


Have you seen the Club History booklet compiled by Mrs Lyndon, 
it. is a most interesting publication and of great interest to 
historians. At a cost of $2.00 it should be on the shelves of. 
all members of L.V.F.N.C. Booklets will be available at 
Meetings . ; ; 


Club BAdges. These are now available at a cost of $4.00. 
The badge features the Flying Duck Orchid which is the Club's 
emblem. The emblem on a pale green background with the Club. 
initials in gold is a most attractive badge and should be worn 
by all members. The Treasurer Mrs Stewart is handling. the sale 
of the badges. See her at meetings of the Club. | 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST (6) ISSUE No 262 OCTOBER 1985 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 25th 1985 


Advised that Club Badges are now available.,at a cost of $4.00. 
Rtas meconmedtdee that all Club members obtain a PRES 
Radges obtainable from the Treasurer. 


Advised that stocks of “Fungi book" written by lie Fuhrer arenow 
available. Members who ordered same should contact Secretary . 


The Club history booklet is also available at a cost of $2.00. 
This is a regime of the past 25 years of the club and was compilea 
by Mrs Lyndon. 


Meeting and: excursion for October confirmed. 


Flower show. Mr Lubeke advised that the cost of hall hire EM: 00 
must be peid on Saturday when we vacate the hall. 


Correspondence. Letter written toauthority re Morwell National Pari. 
Ve request a Ranger be appointed as uncontrolled dogs area 
problem, ni 
Request from Maryborough area for financial assistance after the 
bush fires in that area. 

Avicultural society advised that Mr Richard Loyn will be a speaker 
in 1986, Details in our programme. | 


National Parks Calendars. Names.to be taken at meeting of people 
wishing to order this Calendar. 


N.E.NAturalist (Tas) Government in Focus Nature Tenney (N.T.) 
Gryphon Gallery advised of exhibition in their gallery. 


There are still talks and letters re the die back of trees along 
the Traralgon lMaffra railway line. Mp LArsen has heard from the 

Minister and V Line .They are serry the trees have been poisoned 
but are still going to use these poisons? 


General. Flower Show Roster to be at General Meeting for names 
to fill in the times required for supervision and setting up and 
dismantling the display. Any people who can help could contact 
Mr LUbcke. 

1986 Programme. A meeting will be held on Wednesday October 30th 
at the home of the President. Members are requested to have any 
items they wish to be included in the programme to hand them to 
the Secretary before this meeting. We would like some suggestions 
from members and. not have it left to the Committee to ccaae all. 
of the programme. 


A working bee to be arranged for November 9th along the Callignee 
South Road to pull up young pine trees.A Couneil truck will be 
available on ‘the day. 


Conservation Co: -ordinator. 


Details to be supplied to Ministry for Planning and Environment 
re a large format book hwhich is to be published. ; 


Meeting with V Line re flora of Dawson area. Census of plants 
in Toongabbie and Cowwarr area to be compiled. . 

Supper Roster October 25th Mrs B.Mathews - Moe esinns 

The next meeting of the committee will be held on Wednesday 
October 23rd at the home of Mrs Long,99 Chamberlain rd.Newbonough 
at 7.30 pm. Any interested members are always welcome at these 
meetings. 
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WARRAGUL F.N.C.: 


Meeting: Friday November 15th 
Speaker: Mrs A.Parris "Rural Spain" 
Excursion: Contact Secretary for details. 


LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. 


Meeting: Friday November 22nd 
Speaker:, Mr Stephen Henry Fes Wee ete 
Excursion: Saturday November 23rd to 
Morwell National Park. 
fleeting Place: Morwell Nat. Park at 6.00pm. 


Barbeque tea and Billy tea supper 


Please note that we will be spotlighting in the evening. 
Christmas beeakup. Saturday December 14th at 
the Ringin's property Bundilla. 
Follow signs along Coalville Road. 


L.F.F.N.C. Bird Group 
Monday December 2nd at 10.00 am. 
Meet at Tyers Store for outing to Rintoul‘s Creek area. 
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THANKS. ir Lees 
I would like to thank all those menbers ‘of ano faerone 
Valley Field Naturalists Club’ and Native Plants Group, who 
volunteered, to give of their time and labour to help organize 


and prepare the Australian Plants Bisplay. at St. andrews OnLine 
Church Hall pagar on October 18th 19th; 


Many thanks to the men iho came and helped collect the 
tables and forms’ on Wednesday morning, which helped us to get on 
with setting up the tables early on thursday morning. 


May I also thank the many people: who were invited to fap ek 
native flowers in many various ways. Spinebill Nursery Moe, 
Mrs Powney of Meeniyan Bark Paintings, Arthur Ewan- and Ron Court 
for.their lovely stereo slides, Bart. Sterkenburg for his flower 
paintings, Mrs Peg Hegart for her beautiful flower arrangements: 
and Bob Finlay of Possum Books for the book stall which enabled 
members to purchase books at a reduced rate. 


To June Lubecke for playing background music and bird calls 
which added that little bit extra to the show. 


‘To all the people who volunteered to help in many Weys oare) 
natter:-how small, it all helped to make the dispaly a success 
which I am sure it was. 


May I also offer. my ‘thanks to several of our friends sho 
willingly made their native gardens available for us to get 
flowers from; which I feel without this collection the show 
ould not have been possible. There were 350 varieties in all. 
To these people, lirs Coulthard Narracan(ex Jean Merson‘s garden) , 
Mary Huxley and Doug and Mary Graham of Narracan, Lyn Simpson of 
Spooks Nursery,who supplied us with a lovely variety of flowers. 
Also Mr Bill Wilson of Moe. and Mrs Alvina Smith of Tynong North 
who were able to.supply some of iene unusual. and BROCE 
varieties. 

To the ladies who manned the door ae interchanged on other 
stalls I thank you. My old friend Len Morgan who came forward 
and offered to-help me load and ¢ransport , unload the plants 
for the plant stall and SEER away when the dispaly was 
finished many thanks. 


It was ¥ y eects to me the way all hands came to the ~ 
fore to clear‘ it the hall and tidy up. I still find it hard to -' 
believe that ‘©. was done so quickly, so to all those people BY. 


sincere thank for a great effort. 

Last but ot least, many I thank our Secretary Iris Paes 
who goes abou. her work in a very quiet and-efficient manner, 
and to Miss Jean Galbraith for her great help in checking and 
neming of : ‘flowers. To. a these people we thank yous — ~ 


2 -t ects EPIC Melee hubeke. 


Another thankyou should go to Bric “| tho did so much to’ get the 
display under. way. He ‘has done more.than we all know behind the 
scenes in his eee manner. So to you Eric a Big thankyou from 


us all. ; ' Ed. 


Sonate teen nat eee 7 —— ary 
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‘EXCURSION TO JACK SHITH'S LAKE. 8/9/85 


The weather was kind once more and members of the “l..V..F3sN.G, 
enjoyed a perfect spring day for the special “Orange-bellied | 
Parrot Survey" excursion to Jack Smith's Lake. sec 


Neither Orange-bellied nor Blue-winged Parrots were seen 
during the day. However other species of birds were in abundance 
on and around the lake.and the bird--observers literally had a _ 
Field Day. : tnt ie 

Sky-larks were everywhere. singing high in the sky and dart-- 
ing about the ground and shrubs. A solitary Eastern Curlew 
created much interest, also Royal Spoonbills wearing breeding | 
plumage. Vem 

The common species of water-birds were plentiful - Swans , 
Ducks, Pelicans, Egrets, Spoonbi-ls, Ibis, Cormorants, Plovers, 
Silver Gulls etc.. White-fronted Chats were seen constantly. . = 
Some of the other species seen were Red-capped Dotterils, Golden- 
headed Cisticolas, Striated Field Wrens, Restless Fly-catchers, 
Caspian Terns, Swamp Harriers Japanese Snipe(2), Sea Eagles(2), 
and a Stubble? Quail. The skeletons of two Barn Owls were found- 
the remains still identifiable. EOD + Lg Pts 


& total of 53 different species of birds were seen duping. 
the day, which compensated somewhat for the absence of our main 
quarry,’ the Orange-bellied Parrot. > 


June LUbeke . 


BRAHMINY KITE, 


a 


Walking along Rainbow Beach which is situated north of Noosa «> ' 


Heads, in the late afternoon sunshine to see the variety of col- 
ours in the beach and cliffs, (they ranse from all shades of buff: 
browns, white, grey, red, orange and even black). I was distoacted 
by the sudden swoop of a larse bird ahead. I watched it stoop and 
glide for some time and tried to distinguidh an identifyne feat- 
ure when suddenly the bird turned and the sun seemed to shine 
through the wings exposing the glorious deep chestnut identify: | 
ing colour of the Brahminy Kite, never have I seen such a display 
as it glided and turned in the sunlight. The Kite swooped straignt 
dorm to a rock and picked something up, then arose quickly and 
dropped its'find' as it then flew to the top of the cliff where 
the Kite was immediately attacked by a crow. The birds wheeled, 
turned and glided as they tried to outdo each other, and in the 
end the Kite just out-distanced the crovw. 
ve hurried over to the rocks to see what the bird had dropped 
and found two sausages !!! Although -they are scavengers of the 
high water mark, the sausages evidently were not to the Kite's 
liking. steady ft e 

Peg Wall. 


——_——_ 
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EXCURSION TO LAKE REEVE us 24/8/85. 


This was the normal monthly excursion for August following 
the meeting of me previous night pene the theme for. the evening 
was " What Bird is that ?" . : ms ; 


Although the weather was wast inclement on che eeuine 
night, Saturday morning proved to be fine and mild and the day 
an excellent one to enjoy: a peaceful drive with some bird observ- 
ing Sane the way. 


From the meeting Pipes at Longford we proceeded dimmec tly, 
‘to. the causeway at Loch Sport, where we stopped, and ‘soon binoc- 
ulars were to be seen aimed in various directions - skywards at 
flying Pelicans, Silver Gulls, Cormorants, Sky-larks, Black-shou-~ 
ldered Kites and a Wedge-tailed Eagle ~ and across the waters at 
Swans, Egrets, Ibis and Grey Teal. Two White Egrets were noted in 
breeding plumage, and a Striated Field Wren was tracked down <in ~ 
the. shrubs at the side of the road. 


After enjoying lunch in a secluded Boe on the other side’ 
of the, causeway, we drove back through Loch Sport and continued or 
until we turned off onto the »voad ‘to. Golden Beach. We stopped on 
the middle of this causeway also, to enjoy the lovely expanse of 
Swan~ bedecked lake seer 2 


One more stop wes made on the road between Lake Reeve and 
thesand dunes to take a last sweeping view of the’ lake-and its 
feathered inhabitants, and also to clamber over the Shes and gaze 
out to sea. No Gannets today ! 


A final cuppa was enjoyed here and a check made resulting. 
in a list of 41 species seen for the day, then we parted company 
to return home via poneR Days ; 


June Lubeke. . 


Bird Note from Daly River. 


New birds are not always easily found. so-far I've found.) 
four ~ White-browed Tree-creeper, Great- billed Eevron, “Black. Bittern 
and Rainbow Pitta. 

We travelled up through the centre, stayed Sengesmeil days ae 
Coober Pedy, three days at Ayers Rock, about a week at Alice 
Springs and Katherine and three weeks in Kakadu National PArK. 

(the barramundi are biting somewhat better this year) ’ 
‘eé spent several days in between at or near Darwin and came to’ 
Daly River a week ago. Firstly we camped some miles downstream 
pene the Daly is tidal and very muddy. The dawn chorus there is 

beat -- Yellow Orioles, Bar-- -shouldered and Peaceful Doves, White- 
ees honeyeaters » Restless. Flycatchers and willy wagtail and: ~ 
many others. 

Johnstone. 

From a letter to Jean Galbraith. 
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WORK WELL..DONE. 


‘The dead tree had stood for many years on. ‘the. roadside. and -~ 
a enjoyed ‘the. pattern of its dry branches against the sky as I 
had enjoyed its blossom and the grace of its willowy branches ahd 
narrow leaves when it - and I - were young. 
Every year starlings nested in a hollow branch. 


Last week the road patrol with trucks and other equipment 
stopped beside and the men studied it consideringly. “They are 
soing to cut it down " I thought, knowing it should come down, -yet~ 
regretfully. Any wind could bring down hollow branches and injure: 
or even kill a passer by. It would be criminal to risk that through 
affection for a dead tree. The men were on the other’ side of the - 

voad from where I was weeding the garden and the foreman waved as 
I looked up. "You're going to cut down the tree where the birds 
nest?" TI said, and he answered ® We had a good look. We cant see 
eny nests ,’ "The starlings aren't back yet " I told him, and 
tviondered why I had mentioned them.They are not even native birds. 
and I knew as well: as he did that the tree should come down. 
“Its dangerous", he said, and I agreed and did not try to hinder 
che work. . 
‘When we cut down a tree we like to plant four," said the foreman 
“We haveeone alveady- a nice little box tree that came up in the 
sutter. It couldn't be left there so»we will plant it here”. 
As he spoke one of the workmen arrived, carrying the tree undist- 
urbed in a great lump of wet earth. Saeh. 


I returned to my weedins. There was a creat enash asi the 
tree came down, and next time I looked across the road, two trucks 
full of wood were being driven away and the new little tree was. 
planted:.a yard or so from the old one, so that it was not scorched 
when they kindled a fire on the wet grass of the r- adside. 

While the fire burned, steadily the litter of twigs was swept 
off the sealed road, the broom and other implements put away and 
the last vehicle disappeared. 


Toward evening I went to look at the roadside- the fire was 
out- the tree stump cut off almost level with the ground, and 
the small tree stood beyond it without even a leaf drooping. 
Mentally I congratulated the men who had ensured that one. day 
there would be a living, tree in place of one that died. 


Loday I.looked at it again and ‘sa another tree ~ a Red Box 
nee beside the sawn off trunk. So now we shall have the bauty 
»f two roadside trees, both species that Bucy naturally on eho 

soads in place of the one that died. 7i 


Jean feasesaerte 
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FROM ."DOWN UNDER"TO * UP.OVER *. 


A few months back this "Pommy” was interested to receive a 
photograph from friends in West Germany. It turned up in the 
foreground of a view of mountains they were taking. whilst on hol - 
iday in Austria in the Vorariberg, not far from the Swiss | 
frontier. 

Intrigued py the red arms of what appeared to be an e3 iene 

“puff ball" of some kind they looked it up and discovered this 
horribly smelling object was an "Earth Star" named Arthurus 
archerii. According to their information it first made its appear 
ance in Austria in 1921, and was attributed to the presence in 
Europe during the World War 1 of the Australian Fxpeditionary 
Forces. liy friend was delighted to have an example of invasion 
from Australia rather than the usual other way round. 

The Librarians at Drouin and Warragul were very helpful, and I 
finally found mention of the fungus in a book dated 1963, by 

Mp J.H.Villis, who:at that time Cclained it was a rarity here in 
Victoria. : : ? 
MOst of you peading this note will know that Dr.Willis is now’the . 
retired curator. of the Royal Melbourne Herbarium. 

Vriting to him at the. suggestion of fellow members of the Canes sul 
Field Naturalists Club but knowing of him only as the author of 

a book on Mushrooms and Toadstools, I was delighted to have an 
interes ting letter in return. 


It seems the fungus had also turned up in europe on the. 
site of some american Army Camps and had made its way through | 
Europe along the Rhine. But the mystery here is, that it it is: | 
not known in the U.S.A. Dr Willis obtained much of his inform 
ation from a book by a British Mycologist the late Dr Ramsbottom 
who was an international authority. 


Dr Willis listed a number of other sites from Ramsbottom 
where the fungus had turned up in Europe.and it appears to be 
more frequent in the Latrobe Valley than at first thought. 

I am so grateful to Dr Willis for his interest and information 
that he now has this photograph in his own safe keeping. 


‘Anne Parris. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD OCTOBER 23rd 1985. 


Reported that the Native Plants Display was a success. A record 
of thanks to mr E.Lubeke for his work associated with the show. 
there were 350 varieties on display. 

Tne door prize was won by liirs K.Bennett,11 Bernard Ave. Traralgon. 


Arrangements finalised for Wovember meeting and excursion. 
We are to meet at lforwell National Park for ae Barbeque tea and 
a Billy Tea supper. 


Finance. Treasurer reported a bank balance of $163.00 after all 
accounts had been paid. We had a profit from the flower show of 
$436.50. 


itp Bruce Adams (Vice President 'o01) has tended his resignation 
from that office. Accepted with regret. 


January campout. Advised that.St Paul's camp at Tamboritha is 
$10.00 per night. Committee members are to visit the camp to see . 
if the accomodation is suitable for our purposes. Ifore details 

at a later date, but if you are interested in a campout in January 
let Secretary know. 


L.V.Forum have written re Overburden Dump in Eastern Coalfield. 


Bairnddale F.N.C.advised that. they will celebrate 25 years on 
15th November. 

F.N.C.V. advised of Natural History Medallion winner who is 
Mr Jack Hyett. Award took place November 11th. 


Received Publications. SGAP Maroondah Group Newsletter. 
GOVERNMENT IN FOCUS, Nature Territory (N.T.) Vic.Naturalist 

from S.E.C.V. Discussion Paper on Draft SECV Rehabilitation POlicy 
for Open Cuts and Overburden Disposal areas. 


Reported that Club Badges are selling well, If you have not purch.- 
ased one yet they are available from the Treasurer ,Cost $4.90 


Request for support fo an area of land along Brewsters Road which 
adjoins Morwell National Park. We hope this area can be added to 
the park but at a cost.We have alerted local authorities that this 
land is for sale. We are to do a census of plants in the area. 
Request for support to reserve Rodger River area in East Gippsjanc. 
East Gippsland Coalition interested in this area. ne 


Conservation Co-ordinator. Submission re East Gippsland 
Review L.C.C. Conservation Forest and Lands re Toongabbie, Cowvarr’ 
Dawson areas on Vicrail property. 


ties Thompson gave a talk to Legacy members at Bulga Park. 
Tree Committee Activities. Non Native plants Landscaping. 


Supper Roster November 23rd Val Plant Val Larson. 


The next Committee Meeting will be held on Wednesday November 
20th at the home of Mrs Stewart 40 Fairway Drive Yalln.Heights 
at 7.30 pm. Any interested members are always welcome at these 
meetings. 


i 


Christmas breakup December 14th at property of Mr and Mrs Ringin 
at Coalville. Travel along coalville Narracan Road and look for 
signs directing ‘you to the property. Hope to see you there for 
afternoon tea and barbeque tea. BYO everything. 
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COMING EVENTS. 


LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. 
Christmas Breakup: Saturday December 14th 
from 3.p.m.onwards. 


At Bundilla , the property of The Ringins. Follow signs along 
the Coalville Road. 


January Campout January 25, 26, 27 at the 
Traralgon High School Camp beyond Licola. 
Please contact Secretary if you are interested. 


| mp 


A merry Christmas to all our readers. 
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WONDERS OF THE KINDERLEY. 
Talk by Dr.d.H.Willis 27/9/85 


As a foreward to his address Dr.Willis congratulated the 
Club on those great achievements that have been made by a few 


' people over the last 25 years and expressed the hope that we will 


accomplish many more things in the years to come. 


The. Kimberley division of Western Australia is the most 
north-western part of the Continent. In total area it is far. 


greater than Victoria, covering some 120,000 square miles. 


This vast area has only about 20,009 permanant residents. There 

are still big tracts to be covered and explored biologically... 

The Kimberley from a physical point of view is rather monotonous, 
none of it being very high. The highest point is only 3000feet and 
from this broad central dome the country slopes gently in all dir- 
ections. Rivers radiate from the plateau in several directions, but 
chiefly into the Timor Sea to the north. One or two rivers flow' 
southward, then turn around and flow to the Indian Ocean at King 
Sound near Derby. The rivers are seldom permanent and flow mostly 
during the wet season. It is hot all the time in the Kimberley, 

day temperatures seldom falling below 30 degrees Celsius all the 
year round - you don't talk about summer or winter but about ‘the 
wet’or dry!' Rainfall along the northern coast is about 45 inches, ~ 
but in the southern part it rapidly falls off to less than 10 inches 
as one approaches the Great Sandy Desert. The whole country is 
tropical, situated between latitudes 14 and 18 degrees south, and 
has a monsoonal climate. The monsoon comes in about November/ 
December and lasts until March/April. winter marks the dry season 
up north. The grasses that grow luxuriantly in the deluge of the 
‘wet’ rapidly run to seed and shrivel up. A common scene in the 
Kimberley is great acres of tall grasses, quite dead and yellow- 
ish or silvery. Grasslands are resularly burnt during the ‘dry’ | 
to provide uninhibited fodder after the annual summer rains. 


Rock formations are mostly very ancient. There are four 
principal kinds of rock in the Kimberley. the oldest are sand- 
stones and quartzites of pre-Cambrian age, up to 1000 million 
years old. Then one comes’ to the Cambrian period about 500- 
million years which gave rise to great basalt flows. LImestone 
formations in the south belong to the Devonian period, a mere 
350 million years ago. the most recent rocks are lJaterites or 
ironstone cappings on many of the hills, and these have pres- 
erved an ancient land surface. Wherever there is laterite and 
intervening spaces have been washed awey, we Peterthesei ila t= fy 
topped hills or ‘mesas' dotted over much of the country. 

Termite mounds of great variety are a feature of the landscape 
on many plains. bet DEY os 

Vegetaticn is largely of monsoon woodland, forest, or even 
rainforest in some of the deeper ravines and gorges in the ranges. . 
All along the coast are fringes of mangrove forest, swamps, sand 
dunes and also a type of heathland, in different places upon the 
laterite capping. Myrtaceous species of Thr tomene, Verticordi.a 
Calytrix and things we associate with places like the’ Grampians, 
HOT idestn tandniine variations in the: flora. 
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WONDERS OF THE KIMBERLEY contd... 


Unfortunately much of the flat country is only really peceseanie 
during the dry season and everything seems to flower in the'wet'. 
A visiting botanist will find little in. bloom during much.of the 
dry season, but he cannot get in during the Wes when many places 
are under water -. altogether a bit. frustrating: | 


Dr. Willis has been to the Kimberley twice and. the last time’ 
was with an-expedition to collect plants, organised from the 
Melbourne Herbarium for liay to August 1984. Some of his time tras 
spent on.the far north coast that had _been rather poorly. collected. 
The last time being .in the early Teéue wnen tir. C.A.Gardnenr; 5 
Government Botanist of Western Ru oeeatie did.a little collecting 
around Vansittart Bay. A number ae undescribed species were found 
in 1984. including a couple of boronias, some members of Euphorbia- 
ceae and a palin in the Bungle Bungle region. 


_ The eucalypts: (many being in the bloodwood group) are extre-: 
aie ‘werticah, over 50 species occuring in the Kimberley. liore than 
70 species of-Acacia-are known, some still undescribed and there — 
are at least 16 grevilleas, most of them attaining tree size- not: 
the little shrubby ones we are accustomed to here in- Victoria. 


The expedition™ was opganised by Mr Stephen Forhes, a botan~ 
ist at the Melbourne Herbarium. Conditions on the expedition were. 
fairly rigorous. While camping in the north it was up by about 5, 
breakfast by 6, and aay by 7a.m., tramping all day in the heat. 
over Yoeky plateaux or sandy ‘plains with very little shelter. 
Bottles of water had to’ be carried to guard against dehydration in 
case no streams were found. One was glad enough to flop down occas- — 
ionally in the shade of a-Kurrajon¢g or eucalypt for relief from 

the sun's intense rays. Wherever a creek, pond or coastal beach 
was encountered, a duick swim was relished in water just a few 
degrees. cooler. th ian the prevailing heat: of the country-side. 


Very - Fey reptiles were seen during the whole five weeks Dr. 
Willis - spent with the team of seven scientists - these were four 
snakes and a few lizards. It is believed that the reptiles come 
to life in-the wet season. There would, be plenty of food and they 
would not dehydrate. Such a dormancy “in the dry part of the year’ 
is the reverse of what reptiles do in most PASEO BAO UaLY in 
our winter rainfall zones down sowth. 


To get onto ‘the north coast “there are no isniaes one must. 
come in from ° the bea. Mr ‘Stephen. Forbes had organised a B.H.P. 
helicopter( from Troughton Island off the north coast) for 2° whole’ 
days. This landed the expedition on mountain péaks and remote 
ridges that would have been otherwise inaccessible. A Royal Navy 
patrol boat was also made’ available for two weeks and the expedit~ 
ion seemed to'be a welcome diversion for the erew from their often 
monotonous. uneventful duties of patrolling our northern coast. — 
When a likely Looking island or bay was approached,a rubber dinhy 
went in to reconnoitre for a suitable danding SpotheAdl the Yio. 5-8 
necessary heavy, bulky equipment and the’ seven scientists were 
then Jandeds Not only were they dumped on the beach, but the 
helpful sailors man-handled their gear over rocks and dunes 
and difficult terrain until they arrived at the chosen camping 
site. 

contd..pp 3. 
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WONDERS OF THE KIMBERLEY. contd. . 


The shore party was then left for a few days to collect specimens 
until the patrol boat returned. When swimming in pools and creeks 
a watchful eye had to be kept out for crocodiles. among the mang- 
roves. 2260 SII aS : ms 

Aborigines no longer lead a tribal existence anywhere in the 
Kimberley. They now live in. European influenced comnunities, work 
on cattle stations or stay around the little townships. doing odd 
jobs. JSS meat wegen Poet Sia Se x 
There are five towns in the Kimberley~- the older settlements 
of Broome and Derby (dating from 1882-83) on the west coast, Halls 
Creek established by mining boom in the 1880‘s,the northern town 
of Wyndham on Cambridge Gulf(founded 1886 as a port for shipping 
meat), and the very new town of Kunnunurra, just over the Northern 
Territory border, which is probably bigger than all the rest of 
the towns combined. This is now a burgeoning, flourishing tourist ~ 
resort that. seems to have “grown up like Topsy”, without’ veny.adeq- 
udte planning. Yet the higgledy-piggledy arrangement of shops, 
motels, pretty gardens, cafes, car-yards and industrial plants ali 
help to make this frontier settlement rather exciting: The only 
excuse for Kunnunurra was a centrepiece for the Ord River Irrigat~ 
ion Scheme which began in the 1950's. the Ord was dammed back and 
its head-waters turned into a reservoir much larger than sydney ~~ 
Harbour ~ the lovely Lake Argyle, occupying an old homestead area 
of the Durack family. 


llistory of the Kimberley goes back quite a long way to the 
time of Abel Janz Tasman who made a very creditable survey of its 
coastline in 1644; his charts may still be consulted in Holland 
today, but the all important log has been lost. A long gap exis- 
ted until 1820 when Phillip Parker King, naval officer and son © 
of the Governor of New South Wales, conducted a survey expedition 
right round.the Kimberley; he took with him Allan Cunningham, -the 
great botanist from Sydney who collected along the northern coast - © 
(e.g. at Vansittart Bay). Their ship, the “ilermaid'’ spent some — 
time in the estuary of the Prince Regent River which flows into” 
St.George Basin on the west coast. Phillip King left a carved 
inscription on an enormous Baobab tree(H.!.C.Mermaid 1820) and 
the letters are perfectly legible today, ~ some 165 years after 
they were carVed. Nineteen years later a more detailed survey was 
made by Captain Lort Stokes on the Beagle’ (1838-39). Up to that 
time nobody had been far inland, and it was left to Alexander Forn~ 
est, the great Western Australian explorer to come up from Perth: 
land near Broome and walk right across the Kimberley, over the 
Northern Territory border and up to Darwin. That was in 1879 and 
it was all unknown country. They met terrible hazards, and had 
difficulty getting through or around great ravines and gorges. A} 
This set the fashion for settlement and within 5 years the Durack: .~ 
brothers had landed and driven their stock across country into 
the tributaries of the Ord River(by September 1885). 
Then gold was discovered at Halls Creek and there was a rugh | 
that didn't last long, some disillusioned diggers staying behind 
to establish pastoral holdings in the area. At the present time 
there are 90 distinct pastoral leases 1n the Kimberley; some of 
these are immensely large, e.g-the Carson River Pastoral Holding 
which covers a million and.a half acres-- a very big farm indeed. . 


contd..-ppy, 
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Cattle are concentrated mainly seae the fertile river flats where 
there is plenty of grass for most of the year; but. once the stock 
wander from the river system up into rough gorges and dissected 
plateau-tops, it is just too difficult to attempt mustering, So 
they are abondoned to breed in the wild. There are also plenty. of 
wild donkeys which have escaped and become a competitive nuisance 
to the cattle industry. NERY four Kangaroos were seen during the 
first five weeks of the xpedition. Hither they are migratory: and 
come in at different times, or they are almost non-existant in. 
this part of the country today. 

Dr Willis adequately illustrated each section of his talk by 
beautiful slides, including many of botanical interest. 


. Peg Wall. 
With thahks to ore Willis for corrections. p 
EXCURSION 28th SEPTEMBER. 


Dr. Jim. Willis was the guest speaker at the Club! S September 
meeting .and heand lirs Willis joined us on’ the axcursion on the. 
following Gey «. uc 


The well attended excursion cpmprising Pclagkeeh cars began 
by proceeding from Traralgon along the Traralgon south Rd., then 
turning onto the Calignee South road, a fairly new road which 
was constructed. 7-8 years ago» We. stopped at a place where the 
wide road runs. between pine plantations, and where the embank-. 
ments on both sides displayed a mass of native shrubs and flowers. 


Several members of the committee had combined efforts to 
produce a number of duplicated sheets listing the- ‘plants likely 
to be found at each of the stopping places. These were distrib-. 
uted among the members of the excursion and ecrcated interest as 
well as providing assistance in identifying the various plants. 
(A big thankyou to Bonnie, Peg and Jim). 


Séme of the species seen at this first stop were Pink Beard- 
heath, Common Heath, Running Postman, Purple Coral-pea, Correa, I 
Golden Grevillea, Spreading Wattle, Varnish Wattle, Spike Wattle, 
Bossiaea cinerea, Pultenaea gunnii and PImelia linifolia.. 


It was a delightful spot ablaze with colour, but even ents oe 
Garden of Eden had its “snake in the form of feral Pines~. scores: 
of them raising their heads among the natural beauty. i 
(Another illustration of the fact that a vee is Sey a ‘plant 
growing where’ it isn Ge wanted? ): ' 


We ‘continued on«to Cowwarr Weir for liinch,. enjoying EG ee 
pleasant drive through green farm-lands with smoke-blue misted 7 
hills on the horizon. Since we were heading towards those rain-.. 
misted hillsthey were eyed with: some trepidation, however apart 
from a wispy shower on arriving at the Cowwarr picnic area, the 
weather for the remainder. of the day was fine and pleasant. 

We dined. in .comfort,;. and: indeed judging by Field. aes standards, 


in cgalulis Sleganae - from tables } 


contd..pp 5, 
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EXCURSION 28th SEPTEMBER. contd... 


After lunch we moved on to a_spot a few kilometres beyond 
the weir where orchids can usually he found. Again making good 
use of: the aprovided List, — several specics of orchids were identi- 
Pink Fingers seanee 
denia carnea now C. catanata serthood (Pterost jis> eae 
nutans), Tall speenhood longifolia). VWexlip RGTOsES La major) 
and. Leopard (Diuris maculata. 


Taking to the road once nore we drove on via Heyfield to Lake 
Clenmaggie noting bushes of -old dust Wattle (Acacia aculeatissimi.i) 
srowing along the roadside and Mistletoe (-possibly Amyema-miquelii) 
on box eucalypt trees; also after Heyfield, Golden Wattle Boece 
pyenantha). 


~A pleasant alia or’ so vas spent roaming about an area on the 
shores of Lake Glenmaggie where the Blue Caladenia (Caladenia 
coerulea)grows. It was duly admired and photographed, also a Round 
Tear Mint Bush (Prostanthera rotundifolia)which was growing almost 
on the. shore~ -line, 1ts lovely mass of mauve and green backed by ~ 
the silvery waters of the lake. Near- ‘by was a liIstletoe ErOWEnE on 
a Cherry Ballart. 


The excursion ended here at Glenmaggie and after a final. 
cuppa, members departed on their various homeward ways. - 


June Lubcke. 


A most successful day. pulang pines along the Calignee south Rd. 
was held on November 9th. The many members who attended should 
be satisfied with aoa fforts. The many piles of trees at the 
roadside showed how hard ehey worked on that day. 


Ce el 
The festive season is nov once again upon us and uf: take 
this opportunity to trish all erates a pleasant and joyous ‘ 
umas with happiness and prosperity throughout the coming year. 


I would also like to leave you with these thoughts. 


THE THINGS x PRIZE 


These are the ands I prize 
And hold of dearest worth: 
Light of the saphirre skies, © 
Peace of the silent hills, 
shelter of the forests, comfort of the grass, 
Music of the birds, murmer of little pills, 
Shadows of clouds that swiftly pass, 
And, after showers, 
The smell of flowers 
And of the good brown earth- : 
And best of all, eve: the way, friendship and mirth, 
H.Van Dyke. 
Jim Wall 
President. 


I 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD NOVELIBER 20th 1985. 


Reported that several committee Roanene had visited St Paul! 

School camp at Tamboritha and found it most unsuitable for thet 

Club's use. Decided to contact Traralgon High School re the use | 

of their camp site for the weekend. in January. The cost of their 

facilities would be $6.00 per person per night. ean J 
Please contact Secretary if you are interested in this Capote ~ 


éveral members attended Bairnsdale F.N.C.25th year celebrations 
on November 15th. 


A letter has been sent eG Department of Consemvacneny Forests and 
Lands re land along Brewsters Road which could become an addition 
to Morwell National Park. A census of birds and plants in the area 
has been done by members of the Club, 


After some discussion it was decided on. mileage charges, ahd they. 
shall be*10 cents per kilometre.This will be paid to members who ee 
assist with conservation work which has PEGs. mequcered. ; 


Accounts Stencils and Film Kit 65.35 
Conservation expenses 176.00 
Postage 60.00 


Moved that all accounts to be paid. 


Correspondence. Letter to Mprveli Shire re Brewsters Rd. ‘land. 
request from City of Moe for assistance at Annual Fun Day 

C.C.V. Minutes of Council NecEine, C.C.V.News. L.C.C.Report 
S.G.A.P.Maroondah paces Newsletter 2 UPDATE VICTORIA, 

Govt.in Focus, Nature Territory(N.T.) Coal Corporation of Victoria 
booklet. 


Flower Show. tir Sterkenburg hee to thanl all who had helped - 
in the display of his paintings at the show. 


Mr Lubcke reported damage to the Crinigan Rd Reserve. He had noti- 

fied the authorities in charge but no action had been taken at 

the meeting date. 

Also reported by Mr Sterkenburg that there had been a fire in the 

Edward Hunter Res serve,: just after our last excursion there. ' 

fe fire required the attendance of the Brigade to totally exting- 
sh the fire. 


Landscape Comnitte ,ifm Wall gave details of a C.E.P. program for 
SS eee 
Roadside Assessment. : 


Conservation Co-ordinator. Mrs Thompson read a submis sion re 
Draft Policy, Protection of S.E£.C.V.Latrobe Valley Assets from 
the Rural Fire Threat. 

This was a most comprehensive document. 


> 


The next General Meeting will be January 17th which is one week. 
earlier than usual. this is due to the long weekend activity. ‘ 


The 1986 programme has been finalised and members will recieve a 
copy with their Naturalist. 

The next Committee Meeting will be held on Wednesday January 15th 
1986 at the home of Miss Galbraith Tyers at 7.30 pm. 


Dont forget the January Weekend. If you cannot attend for the 
whole weekend, perhaps some thought to a day visit could be given. 
We have often had day excursions in this area in the past. 
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COMING EVENTS. 

LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. 


Meeting: Friday January 17th Members Night. 
Bring Slides of interest. 


Excursion Campout: Sat. Sun.lion.Jan 25.26.27. 
Traralgon High School premises at 
Licola. 

INteresting Meeting: Saturday February 15th at iioe 
Education Centre. 

Speaker: Mr Richard Loyn "Birds" 


Members invited to attend. 


LATROBE VALLEY 
FIELD NATURALISTS’ CLUB INC: 


PROGRAMME FOR 1986. 


| January 17th (A week early) Members Night. 
| January 24-27th -Campout at Traralgon High School Canpaldicotlel 
| February 15th Mr Richard Loyn to speak at Avicultural 
I" (Saturday) Society of Aust.meeting. Members invited. 
| February 28th Mr Andrew @hapman.,.Marine Conservation 
of the Bunurong area. 
March 1st Rock Pool Excursion 
March 21st (A week early due to Easter holidays) 
‘ ANNUAL MEETING Films 
March 22nd Boat Trip ..meeting at Paynesville 
April 25th Mr Ken Harris...Bird Banding 
April 26th Related Excursion 
May 23rd Mr B.J.Harasymiw...Native Fish Research, 
May 24th Related Excursion 
June 27th Mr Bruce Fuhrer...Fungi 
June 28th Related Excursion 
July 25th Officer from S.E.C.V. Rehabilitation of area 
July 26th Related Excursion. 
August 22nd Mr Leon Costermans..Cape Howe to Cobberas. 
August 23rd Excursion to Mt. Erica. 
September 26th Mr Jack Brooks.. Gascoyne area (W.A.) 
September 27th Excursion with Mr Brooks. 
October 11th Extra Excursion to Annexe of Botanic Gardens 
at Cranbourne. 
October 24th Mr Peter Turner...Grasses. 
October 25th Related Excursion. 
November 28th Mr Charles McCubbin...Butterflies 
November 29th Bus Trip to see Butterfly House at Zoo 
December 13th Christmas Party at Woorabinda School Camp 


Hours 11:30 am - 4.00pm. 
Barbeque lunch and afternoon tea, 


We meet at the Moe Education Centre, Kirk Street, Moe 
on the 4th Friday of each month at 7.30p.m. 


ct and nice | 
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BIRD NOTES FROM NOOSAVELLE QUEENSLAND JULY 4-24 1985. 

Friday July 12th. A lovely day of bird watching all within a 
few kilometres of our unit in Noosaville. We packed our lunch and 
drove to Weyba Lake just where Weyba creek flows out of it. Here we 
found abundance of bird life and added many to our list. Pelicans 
and cormorants are the most plentiful, six pelicans were perched on 
a boat apparently waiting for the fishermen, ready to swallow anything 
available. A big black Darter, a male, was spreading its wings to 
dry from the very°end of the boat. These queer snakey looking birds 
do not have oiled feathers like the ducks so need to sit up and 
spread their wings fully open to the sun very frequently. i 
They look rather like scarecrows. The females are much lighter colors 
and white in the front like a pied cormorant. I did not know the 
sexes differed in colour so much till Jerry, our boat skipper to 
the Everglades told us. | 


Eagles circle the lake and creek continually. today we had 
wonderful views of a Brahminy Kite, formerly the Red-backed Sea Eagle 
as he cireled low,turning to display all his red back and wings. 

His breast and head are pure white and all the rest is brown with a 
white tip to tail. He is a: beauty. We alsa saw several “histling: Kites 
the commonest eagle here, almost always one can be picked out with 
binoculars circling high. there are large old gum trees along Weyba 
Creek and these are flawering and abound with Noisy Friar-birds, | 
Little Friar-birds and Noisy Miners and sometimes a Blue-faced Honey~ °- 
eater can. be seen The larger honeyeaters are are much more cammon here . 
than the small ones. 


In the, lake were dozens of Black Swans and Black ducks with 
Pied and Black Cormorants bobbihg about among them. Searching their 
ranks for “anything ‘unusual we suddenly saw a very large black and white 
bird stalking along:a sand bar. It wasn't a pelican, it had very long 
red legs - a Jabiru. We could see a glossy green neck and head and a 
huge black beak, yes, no doubt. it was our first Jabiru! 


Next we drove on to the airport where there is a large patch 
of wetlands below the airstrip. Here we saw at close range a lovely» 
Great White Egret a lovely graceful bird. Nearby the white face of a 
White-faced Heron appeared above the grass as he stalked his prey. . 
There were about a dozen Black-winged. Stilts, I always knew them as 
Pied. They are comical to watch, wading about on their long thin pink 
legs. When they bend their white heads to eat they seem to be stand- 
ing on their heads. There were several Masked Plovers, Magpie Larks 
and Eastern Swamp-hens. Then we noticed a much smaller bird but with 
the same dominant black and white colouring as most of the others. 

A Dotterel, but not the little Black-fronted one we know in Victoria. 
We saw a red band just below the wing patch. We worked it out as a 
Red~kneed Dotterel according to Slater.We looked again, yes from the 
leg joint upwards was red. A new bird for us ‘both. We picked out 
four pairs of these dainty little dotterels bobbing about in the 
Srass. A little Bgret came sailing in and settled among the others. 

A Pied Butcher-bird sat on the wires above our heads and a Royal 
Spoonbill was fishing in a roadside pond. 


Next we drove up to Laguna Lookout, on the edge of Noosa 
National Park.The view over the Noosa river and surrounding towns 
Was hidden by haze but we were not looking for that sort of view today. 
We had seen and photographed it earlier when all was clear and sunny. 
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BIRD“ NOTES FROM -NOOSAVELLE. ~--contd..+ 
At first we could only find Rainbow Lorikeets which are here in 
hundreds. ‘Then we found. a tall gum an flover. and from it came songs 


creamy — blossom is a sight I etal antes eit ae ree 

There were White-throated Honeyeaters’ and Black-headed pardaloties : in 
the same tree. The song of the Scarlet Honeyeater is like the Spine-~’ 
bill honeyeater but softer and more tinkling. Then on the drive’ 
home to Noosaville we noticed a white-breasted Sea Eagle on a dead ~ 
tree anda Grey Fantail and a Northern Yellow Robin. ~ 


On Noosa. siver were the usual Crested Terns, Silver. Gulls 
and of course pelicans. We now have ninety birds listed since teaving 
home 2 weeks. ago. Later, now we have 110 birds by July” 21st. * mistress, 


lay and Angus. Galbraith. 


_ FRASER ISLAND.’ 


Due to our savere sea speaker being "flooded in” at Peeealenes 
Jim Wall aoe to show his Siaisles of a recent Det with the Victor-. 
ian F.N.C., to Fraser;Island.. 


aft BER? Island is the world's Largest. sand island. It-is 177km 
(110miles) long situated off the coast of Oueensland, north; of 
Noosa; and is used for sand mining. Two companies have mined there, 
one has considered re-afforestation, the other obviously has not.. 


On the way to Fraser Island the group toured the Glasshouse 
Mountains, so called by a settler who thought they- looked like glass 
houses. Indeed from certain angles and in certain light they. Bes 
glisten like glass. ; 


. Next “stop was Rainbow Beach, north of NOSES hese there ia a 
sand blow. Sand from N.S.W. beaches is ‘blown to Queensland causing a 
- steep sand cliff. Among the rainforest vegetation nearby there were 
tree orchids and treeferns. Kauri were also™ present growing to a 
height of 60- 90metres(200- 300 ft): Fungi was in’ abundance, one spec- 
imen being 10-12 cm (4-5in. )in diameter. There was Crowea. beside the 
voadside and a magnificent specimen of Club Moss 15om(6in)high. 
Vehicles can drive up to 90KPI. on the solid sands of) Rainbow Beach. : 


A converted Landing Barge takes. you on the 20: minute ‘crossing 
to Fraser Island.!lost of the island is covered in dense tight rain- 
forest (except in the National Park area). all supported. in the sand. 


Among ‘the wildflowers seen were Boronia. »Styphelia, White Hovea 
and Conospermum and a huge greenhood and lilies beginning: to BBB © 
on a pond. Foxes Tails eens! Sects Palms itd in Ove through © 
the island. > Tu ) 


Logging was done here in the early aay’ and all eoacus lead 
to Central Station (now gone) where a mill was situated. In its eae 
is a park where ‘a friendly but wary dingo accepts food. © ~ > 


contd. ° pp 3 ; 
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| FRASER ISLAND é ~ contd... 


os One of the special features is the coloured sands of the 
“catheapane the Pinnacles and Rainbow Gorge. Indian Head was one of 
the few rocky areas protruding from the sand on the shoreline. 
_Theimost unusual feature was.Flintstone Village - small pinnacles of 
' “nock topped with caked hard material. Weathering took place beneath 
these caps. The whole structure was extremely brittle and fragile. 


The accomodation, ‘travelling facility and meals were all 
very nice. 

One day a goanna was spotted in a tree. The island has many 
‘freshwater lakes even though they are so near to the beach. 


_ There were twin lakes called iif Warbie; deep and straight 
banked. It is said they contain 45cm(18in) fish which nibble at 
_ your legs should you venture in.Other lakes were Lake Mirror, Weedy 
) . Lake,’ Perch Lake and Chain of Lakes. An arial view of Lake ‘McKenzie 
| showed how encroaching sand will eventually fill the lake. 


Eli Creel has a walkway constructed along its banks to cons-~ 
eve, them. Ten million, gallon nf.water, yun hourly ,into +Von Sa. 
On the shore dn old troop ship sold to thé Japanésé for scrap, rem- 
ains rusting after a storm beached it. A White-faced Heron rested on 
the wreck. 

Back on the mainland a visit was made to Double Bay Point 
with its lighthouse and Tewantin with its eroded coloured sands. 

From Noosa a Noosa River trip took the group from the wide 
placid mouth to the narrower area of mangrove swamp and islands 
through three lakes to the Everglades. In this areathe still,wind- 
less conditions allowed photographers wide scope in taking reflect- 
ions. Highlights also included a friendly Lace Monitor lizard at 
the lunch spot, a Sea Eagle and a nest with young. 


From Noosa, a trip to the lookout showed how dangerous the river was 
where it entered the sea. 


In the gardens at Noosa a TRSeeenTeCne tree was of great int- 
erest, also the weeping creeper and other beautiful flowers and 


fruits- Heading south , the group travelled through the Blackall 
Ranges visiting ‘the Mary Cairncross Park Lookout 360metres(1200)ft. 


Sug. A waterfall near Yandeera had a wispery drop of water set in 
a beautiful gorge. 

At Noosa Heads Natbhorial Park they Saw the Mats llereed paving. 
and the Devil's Gate- a little Like a blowhole. Nearby was a Pandanus 
Palm with fruit. 

‘ To finish the trip an arial view of the ‘Brisbane. River 
brought us back to reality. 
Ruth Place. 


rn 
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WHAT BIRD IS. THAT? Aug.1985 

The selection of bird photos were taken by Mr David Stickney, 
with Mr Lubcke. projecting the slides in family groups as cLassatiieds 
by Dr leach in his book "An Australian Bird Book®, 23+ 
Mrs Lubeke, our bird recording officer and guest for the evening 
explained that the title for the evening was "What Bird is That?” 
Members were asked to identify and add any further information they 
could. Mrs Lubcke would supply any further details and any helpful 


advice as to what the distinguishing features were of the various birds. 


The first group were the large flightless birds, the Cassowary 
looking like the drooping foliage of the casuarina trees...hence its 
name. Emus, not so large also belong to this group. 


The mound builders, which includes the Lowan , these binds have 
retained their reptilian characteristics of not sitting on eggs but 
building mounds. Research is still being carried ° out to see how these 
birds so accurately STROSS Bee temperature. in these huge mounds for 
months and months. 


‘The series on pigeons and doves was of much Pitenéee to members 
and we learnt that the much loved turtle dove is an introduced bird. 
The handsome Wonga Pigeon is not common,but quite a few members | had 
seen at least one. Among the most Beauriful of this group is ‘the... 
Bronzewing pigeon, which seems to be fairly common, . 


Eastern -Swamphen, Dusky Moorhens are long toed and are. able ‘to 
walk in the sept mud, floating vegetation and swamps looking for | 
water animals and plants. Mrs Lubcke told of her own way of disting- 
uishing between the swamphen and mogehens when viewed from.the rear... 
Hoorhens have MORE white in their tails! . Grebes are. excellent 
swimmers and are re nearly always. seen swimming and diving, in the water. 
This is because their legs are set so far back it is almost impossible 
for them to walk... their toes are not webbed, but are broadly lobed. 


The ocean birds were represented by the petrels, albatross and. 
shearwaters(mutton birds). Bass and Flinders replenished their stores 
with toung mutton birds and Flinders calculated ‘that one flock over 
Bass Strait numbered 132,000,000 birds!!! While we don't see flocks 
of that magnitude now, the birds are numerous near Cape Woolamai- we 
saw hundreds on one of our excursions to Cape Liptrap. The Albatross 
win the admiration of all £OD bee wonderful, PEGE ELS ‘flight over 
great distances. : 


The Terns, Gulls and Skuas section was most interesting with. lirs: 
Lubeke explaining that some terns nest in -huge colonies and for such | 
small birds travel incredible distances. Gulls, while they have:a 
lovely clean appearance are forever squabbling, are scavengers and ~ 
steal other bird's eggs. But the true robbers are the Skuas ~ they 
wait until the gulls have caught a fish etc... then pursue it and 
compel it to hand over the goodies!!! that's to say nothing oie pete 
egg and chicken stealing that they doit! 

Members recognised tne. BadenS > wetes Catchers, Stilts, curleus and 
Dotterels etc... 


The Heron-like birds are Ibis, Spoonbills, Storks, Herons, Egrets 
and Bitterns. Ibis are very common and just as well as they each 
consume thousands of grasshoppers, grubs etc.. per day ?! 


contd..pp 5, 
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eee Ok Se 
What Bird is That? contd.. 


The swimming birds were represented by Swans, Geese and ducks. 
Slides showed a wide variety of ducks, all very handsome. Mrs Lubcke 
Said the introduced Mallard ducks were causing concern as they mate 
with the Australian Black Duck. Our Black’ Swan was of course an 

"Impossible" to Europeans of the last century and helped Australia's | 
reputation for being a contradiction in Nature. The slide of a Black 
Swan giving a tired little cygnet a ride on its back was very touching. 
lips Lubcke explained that. the parent places its leg in position and 
the little one runs up the "ramp" and hops on board!!! — . , 


Cormorants and Shags are expert divers and swimmers, Lhey have 
four fully webbed toes, while ducks only have three toes webbed,the 
hind one being free. Fishermen have always had a “down" on cormorants 
blaming them for catching all the fish, but research has shown that 
yabbies eat fish eggs and, cormorants feed yabbies to their young... 
this in turn allows more fish eggs to hatch and grow into adult fish 
than otherwise would be the case. So it would appear that cormorants 
are fishermen's friends after all!! 


The slide of the Darter or Snake bird was interesting. Mrs Lubcke 
explained that they submerge their bodies as a submarine does, leaving 
only their thin necks and small heads above the water. Its flexible 
neck asserts a spearing action and the long stillete like bill impales 
its prey. 


Slides of Boobies, Gannets and Pelicans were recognised by members. 


Eagles, Hawks and Owls represented the birds of prey and live 
mainly on rabbits, mice, rats etc...with only an occasional chicken 
or lamb eaten. However the good they do far outweighs the bad. 
Mrs Lubcke then asked " Do birds really have to justify their existance 
only in relation to human bemngs ideas of what is good"? 
Just to watch an eagle in flight is really breathtaking. 


Australia is the land of Parrots and Cockatoos. All are colourful 
and to see and hear a flock of them is a wonder. liost parrots and 
cockatoos are seed eaters though some prefer fruits, berries and nuts. 
However the Lorikeets have brush tongues which enable them to brush 
the nectar and pollen from the blossoms of the various Eucalypts, 
Melaleucas and Banksias. Slides of the Galahs, Rainbow Lorikeets,Little 
Corella, Crimson Rosella and King Parrot showed that Mr Stickney finds 
these birds fascinating. 


Slides of the fly Catchers, Lewin Honeyeater and little Blue 
Wrens were taken at Morwell National Park so we were able to recognise 
them. : 

The Regent Bower bird of Queensland with the distinguishing yellow 
and black colouring was identified, but the Green Catbird of the same 
family and also of Queensland was a stranger to most of us and was 
most interesting as its call sounds like the yowling of a catit? 


Mr Stickney had taken some excellent slides, members particip- 
ted really well and Mrs Lubcke's love, interest and knowledge of the- 
birds were shown in her comments and in the amusing little items made 
& most interesting evening. | ¢ 
We hope for another such evening again. 


Iris Peterson. 
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OCTOBER EXCURSION. 


The excursion planned for October was to have been into the Maffra 
region.. Unfortunately Maffra was floodbound and an alternative. venue 
had to be found. 

Not to.be outdone the executive committee. came up with, the idea 
of visiting Morwell's Crinigan moad REserve in the morning and cont=. 
inuing, to Moe's. Edward Hunter Reserve for the afternoon. 


“Consequently about 24’ members assembled for the morning effort’ 
and were ably led by Eric Lubcke. It proved to be a most interesting 
morning and a hungry and satisfied froup gathered for lunch. 


After being fortified by a substantial lunch we journeyed to the 
Edward Huriter area where a few more members joined us. 


Once. again, Eric seemed. to have done his homevork well and 
although we roamed over a corner of the park we found. quite a. variety 
of native plants- orchids predominating. . 

To the best of my: Pas I have compiled a list af what we found © 
and where. ; 


CRINIGAN RD. EDVARD HUNTER. 
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: Trigger Plant | ae oler.. 


Spider Orchid Common ‘ 
Milk Maids..-  . Pimelea Milkmaids agai 
‘Hardenbergia Hop Bitter-pea| Apple-~berry 
;Sundew — Broom Spurge Sundew | 


}Chocolate Lily Blte Star 


Yellow Spider 
Spider Orchids GreenComb: 


~ BeardedOrchid Pale and Red 


bee eee OBE OE er meena mee ree wen 


{Love Creper _..Greenhood - Sun. Orchid { 
i Apple Berry... Wax-lLip - Bird Orchid dose“ 
{Snow Daisy, . .. Clematis Leek Orchid ; 


‘Raspwort Male and Female. 

| Curling Everlasting 
;Dillwynia ie Stackhoweia 
‘Bossiaea . Early = Naney- 
'Cut-leaf Geranium 


Wallflower Orchid 
Small Tongue Orchid 
Snow Daisy 
Prickly Bush~pea 
Green Comb’ 


Running POstman sesaehF Orchid Flax Lily a 
iTiger Orchid Goodenia : 
Yellow Star Violets 


iWallflower Orchid: 


Leafless Bea 
. \Blue Pimpernel - 


i 
t 
Necklace Fern 
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By about 4.80pm. most of us were a bit weary and decided to call it: 
a very satisfactory and pleasant day. 


B.Mathews. 


There was no Committee Meeting in December but the next meeting will 
be held on Wednesday Te Es isth at eae home oF hiss ee at 
Tyers at qT. sous ea be 
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COMING EVENTS. 
WARRAFUL F.N.C. No Notice received. 


Latrobe Valley IP a IMo(C. 


Meeting: Friday February 28th 
Speaker: lie Andrew chapman 
Marine Conservation of the Bunurong 
area. 
Excursion: Saturday ifarch Ist. 
ifleeting Place: INverloch Environment Centre at 


9.30 am. necessary for tide times. 


Travelling time from Morwell 
1-11/2 hours. 


BIrd Grou 
Excursion to BUlga Park on MOnday 10.00am. Mect at Bulga Park. 


Special Meeting Mr Richard Loyn February 15th 
Moe Education Centre at 8.00pm. 
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_ VICTORIAN NATIVE ORCHIDS. | 


In the abscence of our scheduled speaker, and at very short notice 
Bon and Ollie thompson were imposed upon to provide a program for 
our November meeting. they chose to project a series of Ollie‘s fine 
slides of, Victorian native orchids. with Bon providing an equally - 
fascinating commentary. : OEBO) eivtrises yEo8 srt se Laxsv-e 

In her introduction Bon spoke of the 25 families and.172 species — 
of orchids to be found in Victoria and of the difficulties that had 
been encountered over the years in classifying. them and’ in appreciat- 
ing fully the role played by particular insects in their pollination 
and commented that there-was still. work to be done in these fields. © 

Orchids have several distinguishing features that separate them 
from other plants. Where most other plants have their pollen aot AOE 
separate grains, in the orchids it is bound together by elastic fibres 
to form pollinia, usually as two clumps joined together. Orchids have 
three petals and three sepals, one of the petals forming the tongue — 
in some orchids. The ovaries of orchids are always outside the flower | 
and are ribbed, cracking open at maturity in order to disperse the 
very fine seed. Unlike most. othem seeds they contain no food and: --. 
obtain this by association with fi‘igi in the soil. 2.00). 


It would be impossible in the scope of a few.short notes to do ~ 
justice to the detailed information provided by Bon in supplementing 
Ollie's slides and just to list them all would by quite inappropriate 
so I will settle for a bit more detail of what were for me, the high-_ 
lights of a show that was thoroughly enjoyable throughout. LEG s 
Suffice to say that: we were treated in turn, to a fine display of 
several of the Sun-orchids, including the Blotched Sun-orchid(Thely- 
mitra fusco-lutea}, some of the caladenias including the Daddy-long- — 
legs (C.filamentosa) and several species of diuris including the . 
Golden Moth (D.pedunculata).In the case of the latter orchid it was 
mentioned. that changes oocur within the flower after pollination and 
these were. clearly: evident in one of the slides. Then followed the ~ 
Parson's Bands orchid(Eriochilus cucullatus),several of the leek 
orchids with their reversed flowers and then Cinnamon Bells, a ‘inuch ~ 
better sounding name for Gastrodia sesamoides which means bulging 
stomach! This orchid was thought by early settlers to be the flower 
of bracken because they often grew together whereas this was merely 
an association attributable to the orchid seeds need of fungi for 
growth. In common with.several other orchids the rather large tubers 


of this one were roasted as a food by the aboriginals. © 


We were then shown some of the tongue orchids (Cryptostylis — 
leptochila,C.subulata-and C.erecta) and this series included some fas 
Cinating slides showing the ichneumon wasp in the process of assist— 
ing the cross-pollination of the Small Tongue orchid. The: wasp responds 
to a strong sexual attraction by the orchid and attempts to mate with 
it. This remarkable series of slides was obtained by covering the — 
orchids with a plastic bag until the camera could be set up. Within. 
three minutes of removal of the bag, the wasp, until then not at all 
in evidence, homed oin onthe orchid, settled on the tongue and. ins~ 
erted its abdomen into the centre of the flower. On withdrawing from 
the flower there wasthe pollinia neatly attached to the: insects — 
abdomen and ready to be carried away to the next flower visited: 

To me, this series of slides was a real highlight. 

Some excellent slides of the Lizard Orchid followed with the com- 
ment that, although it is not easy to find, it flowered in profusion 
after the Anglesea fires. ~eontd: spp 2. 
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VICTORIAN NATIVE ORCHIDS contd... 
tas likely to be found in melaleuca swamps and the point was made 
that it is not so much rare as just requiring the right conditions 
for it to flower. 


Several of the Beard-orchids (canoenaaetene then shown, incl- 
uding the Brown Beard (C.robertsonii)and the Beardless-beard (C.imber~ 
bis) . The latter is considered by some botanists to be a sport of the 
former and there is growing evidence to support this although | the 
tongues of the two show such distinct differences. 


Prom these we progre sed to. the Greenhoods(Pterostylis) among 


which was featured the. profusely-~ growing Nodding Greenhood (Pnutans) 
It.was mentioned that the “brush! ‘toward the base of the tongue of 
this orchid, if pierced with a pin, exudes a liquid and an insect, 
_ feeding . from the -brush, was seen to become drowsy. and slightly. ineb~ 
“piated! Having » in.the process, also tripped the: irritable tongue 
of the orchid it. then had to push its way out. of the hood by the only 
way open to it which took it past the stigma and the pollinia,’ . 
RLY aiding cross-pollination. Other slides ineludes the. ‘regal. 
King Greenhood(P.ba: ESD) the shapely Sickle Greenhood(P.falcata) 
and the. fascinating “E P.biseta with. its insect-like appendage on its 
tongue. . 

“The diminutive Helmet Onchids(Corybas) featured next, including | 
the most attractive C.fordhamii, and.these were followed by some. of 
the Bird-orchids (Chiloglottis) with their gaping mouths and pale. green 
curtain evident across the pollinia. A very interesting slide showed: 
just how much higher these grew following fertilisation in order to 
best. disperse their tiny seeds. 


“Another fine slide showed the iPansece Hare- orchid(le] toceras 
fimbriatum) photographed in the Grampians Initially placed in the 
Caladenia family, then with Parson's Bands, this orchid now’ boasts: a 
classification of its own. This was followed by the Red-beaks(Lyper- 
anthus nicrigans) and the Brown-beaks (L.suaveolens), the latter with 
a tongue adorned by glands and likened by Bon to "Lemon sago"! Then 
the very interesting Elbow Orchid (Spiculaea huntiana), so’ hard to 
see in-its normal habitat and which is pollinised in its own unique. 
fashion by an ‘aggressive insect like the Robber-fly. 


The Butterfly: Orchid (Sarcochilus gunnii), -an- epiphytic using” 
other plants for support and growing in the Morwell National Park, 
was mentioned as having a Very, beautiful De ae as: well as its most 
attractive appeardnce. 2, 


The Duck-orchids (Caleana major and Paracaleana minor) followed 
with their fascinating shape an equally fascinating. pollination 
tricks. While most orchids are thought to take about five years to 
flower from seed, Bon was able to verify from her own findings that 
the Small Duck-orchid required seven years ! 


The showing ‘then wound ap with some fine Slides of the Dendrob- 
ioms of East Gippsland with the rock Lily (D.speciosum) and the ie 
Streaked Rock-orchid bringing a colourful conclusion to a most enjoy- 
able and educational evening; thoroughly appreciated by all Ene 
fortunate enough to be present. 


Arthur sesh 
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BOOK REVIEW. 


A GARDENER'S LOG by Edna Walling. 
Published by Anne O'Donovan, Price. 


I have been reading this. reprint of Edna Wallings A Gardener's Log- 
with much enjoyment = so much that I should like to share the pleéas- 
ure: with those who enjoy such books. ony Pt ate, Bf: 
We are field naturalists and gardeners are not necessarily natural- 
ists, but Edna Walling is as interested in native plants as in those 
from other, countries. She describes in enthusiastic detail the choi- 
sest teatrees (Leptospermum),the lovely little Snow ~myrtile (Calytrix 
alpestris), the beauty of Eriostemon and Thryptomene and the lemon 
fragrance of Leptospermum petersonii and countless others. 


Even those of us who love roadside trees can learn somrthing more 
of their beauty and value from her descriptions. The characters of 
different trees come clearly through her prose as she describes the 


trunk of a Yellow Box- (Eucalyptus melliodora) or the weeping branches 
of a peppermint, yet just as clearly she can open your eyes to. the . 
beauty of small native daisies(Brachycome), of Flannel-flowers || - 
(Actinotus) and’ Wild Violets (Viola). is eater’ Shp estan oe 

I value my old copy of Gardeners Log - the text is as valuable 

as in the new one, but the illustrations whether: in colour or black 
and white in the new edition seem to me as beautiful as such pictures 
can be. 7 : he is, 

I look at them again and again, but it would be a pityif, admir- ; 
ing them, you missed the verbal pictures and the wise advice in the | 
trxt. In the days of the old book colour printing was much less acc- 
essible. Although the books were beautiful with their sepia illustrat- 
ions there is value in colour in books about plants and flowers. 

In ‘this..book the small daisies, the pools in flowery settings, the 
roadside.trees, all seem to live, yet one is not dazzled with colour.. 
Very wisely there are far more black and white pictures than. coloured. 
The colours are like jewels yet those black and white pictures give the 
book. restfulness. You may see here a group of flannel-flowers — 
(Actinotus)there a branch of Red Gum (Buc. camaldulensis) - 


It is a book that those who are both gardeners and nature lovers 
will enjoy most, yet, if you are a gardener or a nature lover, or. 


simply a lover of beauty you also will enjoy it. 


Jean Galbraith: 


A NATURE NOTE. 


I have lately despatched three rather inoffensive European Wasps . 
on the windows inside my house, and have discovered their nest over 
in the park. I shall presently pour something nasty into it. 

Our Austrian fungi hunter called one day and I asked him how they 
coped with at home with their ferocious wasps..He laughed. They never 
take particular notice of them, he said. When he first came to this 
country he was nervous of a country full of deadly snakes and poison~ 
ous spiders. To his astonishment he found Australians hardly bothered 
about them. It is the same with the wasps , he said. They have a 
painful sting but only if you are allergic to them does it cause 

you any trouble. Well! We live and learn.?. - - 


Ellen Lyndon. 


“aan 
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MORWELL NATIONAL PARK. — 


It had been a sunny warm day when over 50 members of the Latrobe 
Valley Field Naturalist's collected in the early evenins at the can 
park at Morwell National Park. It was fortunate: that many members 
had the foresight to bring their own BBQ because the permanent BBOQ'S 
were swamped by naturalists and other groups taking advantage of 
ideal weather conditions. 


Having got the feeding over there was still a long time -before 
it was going to be dark many members went for a walk to see if some 
of the diurnal mammals could be seen. Our group managed to hear the 
deep grunting of a distant Koala and saw some scratchings of its 
nearest relative the wombat.One group who walked round Fosters Gully 
nature walk saw a Koala near the rangers house. There was planty to 
_,interest the keen bird watchers. Birds are very difficult to see in 
a forest environment but easily given away by their song and at dusk 
in late spring birds will proclaim their territorial rights with their 
song.The rich melodious songs of the Blackbird and the Golden Whist- 
“ler, the loud whipcerack of the Whip Bird, the descending note call of 
_.the White-throated Treecreeper and the mournful descending trill of 
_the Fan-tailed Cuckoo were easily heard. Meanwhile back in the BBO 
area the Crimson Rosellas and Lewin Honeyeaters were taking full adv- 
antage of the free food supply left over after tea. Fhose interested 
in plants were able to go and see the Butterfly orchid (S.australis) 
which was in full flower. 


A crowd had gathered round the ranger to hear about the proposed 
hew aquisitions for the park. If these new aquisitions are successful 
they will significantly increase the park area and provide a useful 
buffer around the park to help protect the existing flora and fauna. 


At about 8.00pm. the spotlight walk began in earnest. 

Members eyes and ears strained to see or hear any sign of movement 
or two lights reflecting back from the spotlight. This requires a 
certain amount of skill and experience and our ranger was the first 
to spot the first sign of life along Fosters Gully. It was a Ring- 
tailed Possum which is probably the most common possum in this area 
-beeaause it provided densé tangled foliage which is preffered by the 
vingtail. It stayed long enough for all members of the group to have 
‘a good view of it and then a second one was seen and they moved off 
into the scrub. 


. As we came into Lyndon's clearing we had a very engaging view 
Of a Koala sitting in a fork of a- large biue gum tree. There can't 
_be many more appealing animals than the Koala and to see the site of 
a KOala in its natural habitat was a sight that pleased everybody. 
Lyndon's clearing proved a very fruitful area because a greater 
glider was spotted high up in an acacia tree. Greater gliders vary 
considerably in colour phases and this one was very dark with a 
prominent white bib. They have not been officially listed in the park 
but are apparently quite common. 


.On previous spotlighting trips we normally turn back and go 
back along fosters Gully but ob this occasion we continued along the 
track up to the dry sclerophyll forest and how lucky we did. 

Going up the ttack the leaders stopped suddenly and there in the 
middle of the track was a small thrush sized bird which was an 
owlet nightjar. 

contd..pp. § 
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The bird was very obliging and accomadating and allowed’ all the 
members of the group.to have an excellent view of it. Whether it 
was mesmerised by the light or relying .on its camouflage or just 
naturally tame like the frogmouth I don't know but he allowed one 
member to walk over and pick it up. The group. was now able to see 
details of the bird such as the hairs on its bill used for ensnar- 
ing insects on the wing. It is also believed that they may. be used 
to gauge the size of hollows because it spends the day time in holes 
in trees or rocks. It is this reason why the bird is so rarely seen 
eventhough it may be quite common. The bird was released and flew 
butterfly like up the nearest tree. Australia is probably the-only 
country in the world where you can go up to a wild animal or bird 
and pat it or pick it up and the owlet nightjar proved to be another 
‘example. 

The long procession of members meandered their way along the 
track gradually getting longer, and the Koala which we saw next must! 
have wondered what was going on. We noted it had a bald patch under 
its chin :and it was thought -to be the one that was found in the 
middle of Churchill at the base of a tree in somebodies garden. 
‘They had brought it to the park because they were worried it- may 
have been molested by domestic pets. It was food to see it had sett- 
led inetts’ new: home and as it climbed to the top of the tree the: 
rest of the. party had caught up. 


‘The evening was rounded of with some billy tea and our thanks 
go to the ranger for a very interesting and enjoyable evening in —. 
ideal conditions. 


Bavid Stickney. 


Notes from the Conservation Co-ordinator. 


Received information from Orbost Department. of Cons. Forest and. estates 
re Sawlog Harvesting Proposal for Coast-range Block. 
Decided that detailed submission not required from L.V. Club. | 


Forwarded lists of Census of Plants in Toongabbie , WEREIIS and Sok ieeets 
areas to Dept. Conservation Forest and Lands. 


S.E.C.V. re Rehabilitation Dey for Open Cuts overburden Disposal A 
Areas. 


S.E.C.V. Protection of Assets from Rural Five Threat. Submission: 
Census forwarded re Walshes area adjacent to Morwell Nat. Park. 


Mrs Thompson also advised that the Club has a representative on eae 
Traralgon Land Protection Regional Advisory Committee. 
Mn thompson is ‘the member but is there’ as a Club representative. 


These notes usually rHeludeds in ene! Committee Meeting report. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 15th JANUARY 1986. 


Discussion re January campout. Number of persons: attending so RSE 
a room allotment could be done. : 


November Meeting. In the abscence of our scheduled SB peakery -Mr ane 
lies Thompson filled the programme with slides of orchids. 

Decided that we would ask for a vote of thanks from the SERRE EN: 
Meeting. ae 


The Avicultural eats 8 has invited members to hear Mr Richard Loyn 
speak on February 15th at the Moe Educational Centre. 


Inward - ‘Correspondence will be tabled at General HOSEN for members © 
to ‘look at. 


An offer from Mr G.Rowe to print Field Nat. addresses on computer for 
the monthly mailing of the Naturalist. Mrs LUbcke is happy to continue 
with the process at present. Mr Rowe to be advised. 


Halley's Comet. The Astronomical Society has invited members se) view 
the comet on April 3rd. ; 


Election of Office Bearers. The Annual Meetine will. 4 held on March. 
21st and members are asked to consider the following executive posit- 
ions which will become vacant this year. 


POsition. - Term. “Current Occupant. — 
President — 1 year Jim Wall (Normally a pan year 
a? ‘ position. ) 

Vice President No.1. 1 year Vacant (Balance of 2year term | 

ty after resignation of Mx Adams) ~ 
Vice President No.2. 2 years Eric Lubcke 
Vice President No.3. 2 years David Stickney 
Secretary . 2 years Iris Peterson (Does not want 


further term) 


Publicity Officer 2 years Jane Purbrick 


Please think seriously about shese postreicne as the Club cannot | 
operate without office bearers. Nomination forms will be included 
in the March Naturalist ,or contact the Secretary if you have any 
ideas for Committee people. 


Supper Roster February 28th. Mrs Burns Mrs O'Rielly 


The next Committee Meeting will be held on Wednesday February 26th 
at the home of Mr and Mrs Thompson, Downies Lane Traralgon South 
at 7.30 pm. 


Further on the subject of Office Bearers. The editor will be abs ent 
from May until October and would welcome offers from members to. do. 
the typing for the Naturalist. Please contact Secretary if you can 
help in this. matter. If you are a typist it would not be a very 
hard task. No CHEERERS SNe Naturalist. — 
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Short-tailed shearwater 
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Rapanea Howittiana 
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BAW BAw Wonderland 

Excursion to Biddy's Beach 23% 22 89 


Brodbribb Road Pond. Led U.Bates 28.6.85 
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A.Parris 263 Nov 
E. Lyndon 259 July 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST 7 (8) ISSUE NO 266 FEBRUARY 1986 


» INDEX FOR LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST 1985 Nos 253-264 


GENERAL. ms 
Anniversary Meeting P.Wall 256 Apr 
- Annual Neeting . 254 Feb 
Balance Sheet ; ~ -A.Stewart ~ 256 Apr 
Book REview~ “Gum Leaves and Geckoes" -J.Galbraith 257 May 
Crinigan Road Reserve Report E.Lubcke 257 Nay 
Edward Hunter Heritage Bush Reserve Report K.McDonald | © 257 May 
Nature Photography. Talk D.McPhee 23.11.84N.Brooks |... |..257 May 
Nature ‘Photography Anpnymous 259. July 
January Members Night I.Peterson 257 May 
President's Report J.Wall 256 Apr 
Questions» in the. Forest J.Brooks 262 Oct 
Sener off HDPE SES and Proposed rules for >" : 
. OLE Incorporation 254 Feb 
‘Thanks E. Lubokel! 263 Nou 
The Things I Prize- Poem by H.Van Dyke J.Wall- : 264 Dec 
25 Years History. E.Lyndon - 262 Oct 
Wonders of the Kimberleys. Talk by. 
_ Dr. J.H.Willis 2ilasS's 85 P.Wall _ 264 Dec 
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Reptiles. Talk by S.Cook ~ 24.5.85 B. Thompson 260 Aus 
Snake Behaviour mort )»E.Lyndon «.+.-261 Sept 


SHEE sstoetsy RE - B. Thompson 258 June 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST 


DETAILS OF CONTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS. 


CLUB. 
LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. 


SALE F.N.C. 
- TRARALGON F.N.C. 
WARRAGUL F.N.C. 


BAIRNSDALE F.N.C. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


HON .SECRETARY. 


Mrs I.Peterson 
14 Barry Street, 
Morwell 3840 
O51- 342129 


Me Maclean 
PO Osmo Oe, 
SALE 3850 
051-458238 - 


D.H. Fitzgerald 
P.0.Box 175 
Churchill 3842 
051-221104 


Mrs A:dJencke ‘ © 

6 Hunters Crescent 
Warragul 3820 
056-235607 


Mrs D.Hillard 
11 Enid Street 
Bairnsdale 3875 
051-523486 


Due March Ist , Payable to Hon.Treasurer 


NATURALIST $6.00 


FAMILY $10.00 


MEETINGD . 


7.30 pm.on 4th Friday 
each month, at 
Regional Education Cen 
Centre. Kirk Street 
HOE. 
8.00pm. on Ist Friday 
each month ;.Room 13 


Continuing Education 
“Centre, Raymond Street 


SALES i 


ed 


8.00pm on ist Friday 


each month, at L.V. 


Education Building 
Kosciusko ST.School. 
TRARALGON. 


8.00pm. on 3rd Friday 
each month at Pooceed 
Normanby Street 
WARRAGUL. 


8.00pm on 3rd Friday 
each month at C.W.A. 
Hall BAIRNSDALE. 


lirg A.Stewart 
P.O.Box 169 
Newborough 3825 


SINGLE MEMBERS $ 8.00 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST is the official publication of the 
Latrobe Valley Field Naturalist Club. Inc. 


Contributions on any aspect of Natural History are invited from 
MEMBERS OF ALL CLUBS. and should be addressed to 


Hon Editor 

Mrs L.Long 

99 Chamberlain Road. 
Newborough 3825 
051-273019. 


iii Mae eee, els Oe ae 


poe 
Registered by Australia Post | Peal 
Publication No.VBH 1569 Moe 

If Undeliverable return to Vic Aust. 
14 Barry Street Morwell 3840 i 3825. 


Ite Some erat hkl Cho, 
Nis. I. Crane, EM 


y+ Baye 


Boy Hoe, ke 
TRARAKGON Vio — ak¢¢ 


Protect and enjoy. — 


Registered by Australlan Post. Publication No. VBH 1669. 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST ISSUE No 267 March 1986 


COMING--BVENTS. 


Varragul F.N.C. MOnthly excursions 
Contact Secretary for details. 
056 232747. 


rr reg pe nena 


Latrobe Valley F.N.C. 
Meeting: Friday March 21st ANNUAL MEETING 


Please note one week earlier. 
Films will also be shown. 
Excursion: Saturday March 22nd. 
to lit STGwinnear. 
lleeting Place: Rawson Township administration 
buildings 


; at 10.00 am. 
Please note that the Boat Trip has been cancelled. 
Insufficient numbers of people definately going has forced 
this decision. 


. a 
Birdo Group. 

Monday April 7th to visit the A.P.M.Lagoons 

Meet at 10.00am at entrance to Quarry Road off A.P.M.Road. 


Further details will be given at General Meeting. 


Sanne natn eeeneeneemennmneneneametetennennmnametnmennrnmn pennant anes anneme ane aetna a NS 
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- OPENING OF MOONDARRA STATE PARK | 8 _TYERS REGIONAL oa 


Bier the Minister of “Conservation Forests and Lands Ms Joan ne 


Facilities have been constructed for the convenience of the public 
who will use the parks. The opening took place within the Moondarra 
State Park along Seninis Track near the Tyers River. There’ is Parking 
and a picnic area with tables, seats; barbecues and toilets... 

The grass was mown to allow access under the trees and the whole area 
looked very pleasant. 


The eee ene searer meron coseetnenes and floes! government 
represented had mostly had input into the parks either previously or 
at the present time. Members who attended met many friends and were 
intr-duced to the local officials of the ne DARIRERS. of CORSET Neen 
Forests and Lands Warragul Region. 


We look forward to a very pleasant Bc soctaeion with these ‘officials. 
Before the opening, the official party | ‘with Mrs I. Peterson andour 


President, Mr Wall, visited Peterson,s Lookout which. overlooks the 


Tyers River Gorge. In 1972 our Club established a cairn at the look- 
out in memory of Jim Peterson, and had the name "Peterson,s’ Lookout" 
registered with the Place and Names Commission. The Department of - 
Conservation Forests and Lands have now constructed two lookouts' with 
the necessary steps and railings for public safety and are: SeaUS feat- 


uring, the Lookout as part of the Tyers Regional Park. 


Ye hope members will visit poth these parks and the Club may 
arrange excursions sie) them in the future. 2 


Bon Hokie 


JANUARY CAMPOUT 1986. 


‘The weather was very good this year with moonlight nights and, _ 
bright days, Most members arrived sometime Friday. 


Saturday morning we enjoyed bird-watching around the camp. In the 
afternoon we took a trip to Mt Skene lookout. The clear day allowed 
us to see the mountains that were pointed out on the dial at the look- 
out. The species of flowers were there as usual but not: in the profus- 
ion we are used to. The Alpine Ash trees were beautiful, also the. 
Wooly Butt. We had trouble: identifying the lountain Gum(Bue. dalrympl- 
Gana) with its very exserted fruits and buds in 3s on short stems. 
These trees were smaller and more branched lower down than we are used 
to. There were several orchids ACL UGane the Cinnamon Rebtss Hy acaeh 
andCommon Bird Orchids. 


We had to be back at camp to meet the ranger at 6pm. All the party 
did not go to Mt Skene as the more energetic members went for a day's 
walk along the Tali Karng track from the Wellington River... 
Although only 5 members went on the walk, they managed to. get separated 
and two members finished up at Bennison Lookout. 

Sunday was a long day. A Yam start enabled us to go up to Tamb- 


oritha and on to Lost Plain. The ranger invited us to join the public 
at 5am at the Bennison Lookout to watch the sunrise and then to have 


breakfast together. 
contd .pp 9. 
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JANUARY CAMPOUT 1986. contd... 


Our members felt we had a long enough day ahead without such an early 
rise. However when we arrived at Bennison Lookout at app.9.30 the clouds 
were still very low and there was no view to be seen. We hoped it had 
been clearer earlier. 


At Tamboritha Saddle we found the Summer Greenhood (Pterost lis. 
decurva) in bloom and the cameras clicked. Then a Leek Orchid was also 
in full bloom; but we were not able to positively identify it. Again 
a record was kept by means of cameras. Latrobe University Botany Dept. 
identified it as Prasophyllum brainei (Green Leek-orchid). ilany other 
flowers were in bloom including the tiny-leafed Bossiaea (B.foliosa), 
the Delicate Bush-pea {Pultenae tenella}, Bluebells, two Podolepis 
P.robusta(Alpine) and P.jaceoides (Showy) which were quite spectacular 
with their big yellow Flowers, the Ivy~leafed Goodenia, Beard Heaths 
and Heaths and many others. After a long stop at this spot we moved on 
to Lost Plain.Here the Alpine Celery was found. We hope that this. 
means that the grazing in this country is less enabling this plant to 
establish again. It is very palatable to stock and to us it tastes like 
celery even though the leaves are spiky. The Alpine Leek-orchid and~ 
Sutton's Leek--orchid were in bloom as was the delicate Gentian. : 
The Carraway was in seed and there were also several plants we had seen 
previously. The blue of the Eyebright was still visible although the. 
flowers had nearly finished and the delicate white Chamomile Sunray 
was coming into bloom. Several flowers of the Orange Everlasting were 
in bloom and there were many buds. Lunch was back at Tamboritha Saddle 
for those joining the ranger at Dinner Creek Gorse, while the rest | 
went on up past the airfield searching for more flowers. 


Dinner Creek Gorge is fairly steep for the first part and’ the. 
final App.30 foot descent is so steep that the ranger let. down a rope 
to help the adventurous people who wanted to go right down to the gorge. 
There were just four members who did not attempt the descent. 

The gorge was high and narrow with a waterfall at the end. Again the 
cameras clicked so "members night" next year should allow everyone to 
join in the weekend. 
Sundat evening the ranger took 14 of the 23 members at the Lodge on a 
"Possum Crawl". First they went to view a stand of wooly Butt over 100 
years. old. It is hoped that this stand can be saved from the savw-logs- 
ers. The area under these trees was park like with small plants: flower~ 
ing beneath these giants. Again orchids were among those found. 

Lhis time the Alpine Greenhoods, Autumn Bird-orchids of large size 

and several of the orchids previously seen during the w-ekend. Mother 
Shield Fern appeared to grow in straight rows. To try to explain why 
these ferns were in straight rows instead of clumps as-they usually 
grow, to the ground around them was investigated. It was thought 
possible that the ferns were growing where trees had fallen and decomp- 
osed. If correct this also gives some ides of the length of time these 
trees had been growing and the time the block had escaped fire. 

After dark it was hoped to see some animals. Unfortunately it was a. 
bright moonlight night and no animals were seen. But everyone voted 
the whole evening a great success. 

Nobody was anxious to leave the Lodge after the clean-up on MeHTSES 


morning. 


Bon Thompson. 
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IT'S NICE TO BELIEVE ALL YOU ARE TOLD, BUT NOW AND AGAIN ... 


For over. two decades. I have been increasingly sure that a 
Pittosporum found throughout the Mount Worth Park and elsewhere in 
the Strzélecki Ranges is a species. in its own right rather than as 
at several attempts to get it identified it has been " a presumed 
hybrid of Pittosporum undulatum (Sweet Pittosporum) and P.bicalor -. 
(Banyalla), sometimes favoring one parent or the other. in leaf form". 


As my.observation definately did not confirm this, the leaves 
being consistently characteristic.and never varying sufficiently ; 
towards either "parent" to satisfy the requirements of justifying the 
"hybrid" status, in fact varying much less than either undulatum or 
bicolor,..andthe flowers, too, distinctly different with pink buds 
and of a lovely milky-white texture in the opened petals, my determ- 
inationto solve the problem took a forward place amongst my store of 
unsolved mysteries. | eke 

Then in September 1985, the trees in bloom and DR Willis at the 
Club~--.an oppartunity too good to be missed. When he saw the specin- 
ens, the penny dropped at last."That is Pittosporum undulatum,: var. 
emmettii, believed to be confined to Tasmania but found in the 
Ctways and now, in the Strzeleckis". 


Verily there are times when experts need a few sceptics. 


J.M.Brooks. 


A MOTHERLY GOOSE. i ae 

In November when young wild ducks were around our district we 
were surprised to see a large white goose surrounded by nine young’ 
Wood Ducks that were large. enough to be almost. ready to fly. At first 
we thought that they may have just been together by chance. However © 
when we went close enough to alarm the goose, she obviously called. . 
the young ducks to her. They responded by swimming into the middle of. 
the lagoon with her. The next day the goose and the ducks. were quite. 
a distance away from the water. Our approach along the track alarmed 
the goose and she fussed and flustered until all the young ducks had 
returned to the water. The goose did not attempt.to leave or move 
quickly away until all the ducks were safely on their way, then she 
followed the last one. ee 


Another day we saw them all feeding on the next farm where the 
&Pass was shorter. A neighbour told us he watched one day’ while a goose 
tried to coax a clutch of ducklings from a pair of Black Ducks. 
Although the Black Ducks did not object or attack the goose ‘and the 
ducklings appeared to ‘be following it, our sighting was only afew 
days later, suggested the goose did not succeed with the Black Ducks. 
Our ducks were larger Wood Ducks so they must have been ‘another. 


attempt on the part of the goose. | £ 
Bon Thompson. 
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AUSTRALIA DAY. WEEKEND EXPERIENCE. 


On Saturday morning I-joined~the party which under the guidance 
of John was going to walk in-the direction of Lake Tali Karng along 
the Wellington River track. Te 


Five of us went in John's car to the end of the bitumen. road, 
where the track starts at one of the bridges over the Wellington. 
River. The river was:high compared to March last year when I walked 
the track coming from Tali Karng. this-time we were not able to keep 
our feet dry and Charles Lester decided to empty the water from his 
boots and squeeze most of it out of his long walking socks. 

I stayed behind to keep an eye on him, as he is not one of the youn-~. 
gest and had a bit of. trouble fording the river on the sometimes 
slippery and unstable rocks. As it happened later, Charlie spent more 
time looking after me! 


When his socks and boots were back on his feet he realised that 
the whole exercise had been a waste of time, as there were many more 
fords to cross, the next one only a short distance along the track. — 
The rest of the party had in the meantime vanished out of our sight. 


We were talking animatedly, Charles has a sharp and observant mind. 
He can converse about a-wide range of subjects encountered during his 
long and interesting life in Australia where he worked as a surveyor. 
ONe of his projects being.the Kiewa Hydro Power Station... wees 
Thus it -happened that we forded the river again near the farm 
and landed on the wrong side of the river from the Tali Karng tbail. 
We followed a creek and then the trail started to peter-out. 
. By that time we realised that we were on the wrong track but decided 
» to’climb the bank to see if there was a trail higher along the ridge. 
We managed to find a jeep track which ran in the general direction © 
we were supposed to go. In the hope that it would join the Tali Karn¢g 
track further on, we decided to follow it. We came across a number 
of small dykes comprised of chicken wire covered with soil and forest 
litter, evidently put there to stop the friable soil from eroding. 
Where the trail crossed these dykes we had to:watch our step asthe 
wire was protruding and it was easy to trip over it. Some tent-peg . 
like pieces of heavy wire showed that these had been uséd to peg the 
wire dowm. There were signs that horses had travelled on the track, 3 
and it is likely that their hooves had caught ‘in the wire and the pegs 
were pulled out. The trail was getting steeper and in amny placés the 
soil was badly churned up by the horses working their way up the 
steep inclines. 


Yours Truly was starting to deel the weight of his pack, and of 
course the "spare tyre"around my middle did not improve my plight. . 
While I was huffing and puffing and wiping the perspiration from my | 
brow, Charlie looked as fresh as a daisy, and went up the steepening 
track with the agility of a mountain goat. Every now and then he 
would stop and suggest a short rest, more for my benefit than for his 
as there was not a bead of perspiration on his forehead. No doubt the 
long mountain walks he had told me about were paying off now, as 
there is not a spare ounce of fat on his body. 


During one of our rests I noticed an unusual kind of lizard about 
15 inches long and with distinct diamond shaped dorsal markings. 
I managed to head it off from wherever it was trying to escape to. 


contd..pp 5 
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AUSTRALIA DAY WEEKEND EXPERIENCE. contd... 


It seemed at a loss where to go and subsequently stayed in the one 
spot, enabling us to have a good look at it. It was clear that we, jhad 
encountered a species. of dragon. family and then I looked it up our. © 
hunch proved to be correct. It was a Mountain Dragon (Amphicolurus 
diamensis) found in the Blue Mountains, Southern Highlands, Victoria 
and Tasmania. Our reference did not tell much about its lifestyle. 

It is a well. camouflaged lizard and had it not moved we probably : 
would not have seen it. We encountered many skniks, but most of thei | 
scampered off to their hiding places before we could make a DOS 
identification. 


Towards: lunchtime we could hear traffic noise and lo and penoees 
soon afterwards we came to an unsealed road, which could be no other 
than the lioroka Road. We crossed the road and found a shady spot where 
we had a well deserved lunch, keeping a lookout for bullxants, 


The place looked familiar and when I walked a bit further along 
I encountered the sign Bennison. Lookout, 1000m above sea level! 
No wonder it had been an arduous climb: 
Two young men and a young lady arrived shortly afterwards, and it | 
seemed that they had made the same mistake. With the help of their .- 
maps we were able to put them on the right track, but it would be 
impossible to reach Tali-Karng before nightfall, as was their intent- ° 
10n. 4 he Sette me k pens sete 
After resting our legs for another 10 minutes we went down Bennison 
Spur, and the going down took a lot less ‘time, suns hong it. was not 
always easier. 


We arrived setae at the car to find the rest of the party waiting, 
they had got back 10 minutes before us and were anxious. about Charlie 
thinking he may have suffered a heart attack. : : 


Not nace: he would have, the sprightly oldster! 
Fred Put. 
GIPSY POINT LODGE 


A epebial offer is being’ offered by the lodge for groups of 
Naturalists , Bird Observers etc. 
The lodge is situated at the head. of Mal lacoota Inlet, and provides 
a relaxing, comfortable base from which to explore the area. 


Package for parties of 6 or more.includes; 

S full nights accomodation (double or twin with ensuite) 

* full days guided excursions by boat or 41D vehicle 

all meals (home cooked) including picnic and barbecue oneness 

All boat, launch and 4WD travel while at the lodge. 

Cost per person $337.00 Select your own date. 

Contact John or Marg Mulligan | Gipsy Point, Victoria 3889. 
“Phone (051) 588205. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 26th 1986. 


Advised that films had been™ ‘ordered for Annual Meeting. 

Advised that.cost of boat for proposed boat trip ‘was $300.00. 
Deposit of $100. 00 to be paid. 30 PEOPLE minimum. Names AES be taken 
at general meeting. 

Secretary advised that our Hee Cie room has been booked for 1986. 


Correspondence. 
Letter of resignation from President Jim Wall. , 
Ministry Cons. Forest Lands re extra land for Morwell National. Park. 


Morwell council and Minister Mrs Kirner. Tels Morwell National Park. 


Dept. Conservation Forest Lands re Traralgon Land . Protection Rerional 
Advisory Committee re election of Mr 0.Thompson as Club Representative. 
Latrobe Landscape Committee re C.E.P.for Roadside Vegetation Survey. 
L.V.Forum re fees for group membership. 
.N.C.A. re Annual Get-—tosether 8-10 liarch: 
oN.C.V. re membership. C.C.V.News. | HORSE Watch. 
Walk Against Vant (Palm Sunday Rally) 

People for. MES nistencrent. 
Gipsy Point Lodge re facilities. 
advice re 1986 International Year of Peace. 
Peregrine Tours, Brochures. - Bith hon 
Publications Received. | CLEMATIS ‘WETACH. Z.) Vic Naturalist 


7 7 t 


<5! \t 


Govt.in Focus. N.E.Naturalist(Tas) SGAP Ma@roondah. Group Newsletters 


Mr D.Auchterlonie has fossils collected by lir Bob Auchterlonie, 
wishes to donate them to Club. 

Miss Rossiter forwarded copies of Naturalist not required 
Library catalogue has been compiled by Mrs Thompson. These lists 
will be available for members” soon at a small charge. 


Decided that cost of Naturalist will-not be increased: at present. 
Review the situation in 6 months time. 


Cons Co-ordinator. 

Mrs Thompson had met with S.E.C.V.O0ffizver re fave damage at THavalicon 
South Reserve. agreed to clean up the area to our satisfaction. 
Discussion re Landscaping of Calignee Sib Road and Traralgon Sth 
roads. 

Bulletin received from State Conse akan Strategy. 

Letter to Dept.Cons.Forest Lands re poharapanik s Block"+tof Wooly Butt 
Euc. delegetensis for preservation. 


Report re- Relocation of Residual Radio~active Waste Stores | 
Supper Roster larch 21st. SeetiaS Huxley Mrs Rodgers. 


The next Committee Meeting will ‘be held at the home of Mrs Long 
99 Chamberlain Road Newborough at 7.30 pm. pee eesse. March 19th. 


Discussion. re election of Office Bearers. 


President Secretary Vice President oe Noose oss bog 

Publicity Officer are.all to be elected. 

ee you know anybody who could be willing to ene one oe EE EEe 
ffices please contact the Secretary Rerore the Bb zc 

‘Nondnation forms included in Naturalist. - 
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SUPPLEMENT TO LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST - 
a 
LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB. 


The Club thanks you for your support and looks forward to your 
continued membership for 1986-1987. 


Subscriptions to 31st March 1987 become due on 31st March 1986. 
Henewith remittance for Annual Subscription ..........scesceclsccecee 


NATURALIST ONLY $6.00 FAMILY $10.00 
SINGLE MEMBER $8.00 
Membership fees include cost of Naturalist. 
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Please forward OEE subscription to 
The Treasurer L.V.F.N.C. 
P.O. Box 169 
Newborough 3825. 


If you are already financial for 1986- 1987 
please disregard this notice. 
You are deemed to be unfinancial if fees not paid within 3 months. 


eee See CaSO ia eM et Sates Bie anh NE le ni eS ee es Oh kane 
LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB. 
Nomination Form For Office. 
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PEODOSE Detar tepeiuersiausieiore faleweccel eaves 
Seconder.... oe oe @ Son ca oe 


I Hereby agree to accept nomination for the above office 


These nomination forms to be in the hands of the Secretary 
before the Committee Meeting March 19th 1986. 


Please consider seriously these nominations. 
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DETAILS OF CONTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS. 


CLUB. 
LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. 


SALE F.N.C. 


sip NE Sv Sheep 


TRARALGON F.N.C. 


WARRAGUL F.N.C. 


BAIRNSDALE F.N.C. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


Due March Ist , Payable to Hon.Treasurer 


NATURALIST $6.00 | 


HON . SECRETARY. 


Mrs I.Peterson 
14 Barry Street, 
Morwell 3840 
O051-- 342129 


ie McC ec im sae 
(Os Lyopie eNO = 
SALE 3850 
051-458238 


D.H. Fitzgerald 
PROmBOxeel 5 
Churchill 3842 
051-221104 


pha os 
Mrs A.dencke 


6 Hunters Crescent 
Warragul 3820 


056~235607 


Mrs D.Hillard 
11 Enid Street 
Bairnsdale 3875 
051-523486 


FAMILY $10.00 


MEETINGB. 


7.30 pm.on 4th Friday 

each month, at 

Regional Education Cen 

Centre. Kirk Street 
HOE. 


8.00pm. on Ist Friday 


.-.. each month ; Room 13 
' Continuing Education 


Centre, Raymond Street 
SALE. 


8.00pm on Ist Friday 
each month, at L.V. 
Education Building 
Kosciusko ST.School. 
TRARALGON.. 


8.oopm. on 3rd Friday 
each month at Pooceed 
Normanby Street 
WARRAGUL. 


8.00pm on 3rd Friday 
each month at C.W.A. 
Hall BAIRNSDALE. 


Mrs A.Stewart 
P.0.Box 169 
Newborough 3825 


SINGLE MEMBERS $ 8.00 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST is the official publication of the 


Latrobe Valley Field Naturalist Club. Inc. | 


Contributions on any aspect of Natural History are invited from 


MEMBERS OF ALL CLUBS. 


and should be addressed to 
Hon Editor 


Mes L.Long 
99 Chamberlain Road. 
Newborough 3825 
051-273019. 
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Registered by Australia Post 
Publication No.VBH 1569 


If Undeliverable return to 
14 Barry Street Morwell 3840 
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COMING EVENTS. 
Warragal F.N.C. 
Monthly Excursions Contact Secretary 
Mr F.Hanley 


9 Princes Highway Warrasul. 
Tel. 056 232747 


ee ee 
L.V.Field Naturalist Club. 
Se ee LEIS LUD) 

Meeting Friday April 25th 


Speaker lie Ken Harris “Bird Banding" 

Excursion Saturday April 26th to Bird Banding 
area. 

Meeting Place Churchill shopping Centre Carpark 


at 7.00 am. Please note early time. 
We will be having lunch at Morwell National Park. 
Suggest you bring your own barbeque. 


———— eee 
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-PRESIDENT'S REPORT. 


The last twe’ve months have been a very busy time. We have seen 
great changes in the club. Our twenty-fifth Anniversary year has © 
been successful. We nepe the next twentyfive years will be as good 
and better. 


A history of the Club was conse by Mrs Ellen Lyndon of 
Leongatha with the assistance of other members. 


An attractive lapel badge has been designed Paannpias the Club 
emblem the " Flying Duck Orchid "> and has drawn many compliments. 


Our speakers on many and varied subjects have been excellent 
and enjoyed by all. Full attendance for meetings | and excursions 
have been maintained. 


The happy informal atmosphere of our Xmas "break-up! was. once 
more enioved by all members at Ifr and lirs Andy Ringin's property 
“Bundilla® a 
ilany surveys have been carried out, and submissions tenderedto 
the appropriate bodies for the benefit of all. 


The Club has been well represented by some members on various ° 
local conservation committees, which has supplied the Club with up 
to date knowledge of local affairs on conservation matters. 

As this is my last report I wish to thank all the members of the 
Club for their co-operation, and especial thanks to the Committee 
which has worked untiringly and consistantly throughout the year. 


J.A.Wall 
President. — 


ANNUAL MEETING. 


The following people were elected at the annual” ewes held 
March 2lat. : % 


President. | Miss Jane Purbrick 
Vice President No 1. Me Wall 
No 2. it Blucher 
: No 3. aalio Mathews 
Publicity officer Mrs Blucher 


We welcome newcomers to the committee and trust they will have 
an enjoyable time. 


Phanks to Mr Larson for conducting the elections. 


The office of Secretary still need to be filled, and ve hope. 
that someone will offer themselves for this position. 
Please give this position serious thought, and if you know anyone 
who could do this job , contact a member of the Committee. 
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Latrobe Vallg Field Naturalists’ Club Inc. . RES 
Statement* of pee es and Sarco te = deseketeley 1985 to 3ilarch 1986 


_ Receipts.-... 
Balance at 1 haven 1985 cag. 
Check Account pact aie 395.44 
 INvestment Account Oy /eleer2:0 Baie 
Bank Interest-- Check Account 11.72 
Bank Interest- Investment Account 93.03 - 
Membership’ subsrciptions : 186.00. 
Magazine Subscriptions 402.00 -. 
Campout at Licola 384.00 
Donations (Plus Sale of Plants, Suppers ) 439.06 
‘Sale of Glasses (with Club Emblem) . 159.80 
Sale of Books on Fungi 266.50 
_ Sale of Club Badges 172.00 
Sale of: @lub History 100.00 
Sale of Calendars 120.00 
Flower Display 222.50 
Grant from Government aiee, 


(Environmental Effects studies and Expenses) 500.00 


3064.61 

4037.25 
Expenditure. 
Subscriptions and Donations 30.00 
Naturalist llagazine 365.83 
Petty Cash 50.00 
Hire of Meeting. Room 60.00 
Printing of Program 4,00 
Campout at Licola caer 384.00 
Cups for Suppers : , 24.60 
Glasses (with Club emblem) - 158.67 
Fungi Book “% 284.70 
Stokes (Club Badges) 504.00 
Fee for Incorporation of Club — ; 60.00... 
Calendars in ; SO 
Hire of Hall for flower display ees 0s Ob 
Environmental Effects Rapes oe 176.00 
Bank Fee and Duty 2317.92 8.12 
Balance on Hand:Check Account 549.10 
Balance on Hand:Investment Account EM 2G Thy Ae 


Reconciled Bank Statement 


Balance at Bank 3 March 1986 570.10 
Less unpresented Cheques 050530... 2.00 
253806 4.00 
253809 15.00 21.00 


S49. 10 
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sar eS GO | _ANNUAL/MEETING REPORTS. 
CRINIGAN RD.REPORT FOR YEAR 1985 1986 | rea 
Progress has been rather slow, with no funds as yet from applic- 
ation for money from Government P.A.E.P.funding. the only money. 
available has been the Annual $3.000.00 which goes for general | 
Madncenance ss. SEE A IS ay, 
‘There was some money over from last years maintenance, which was used 
to enlargé the dam. this was done in September, when the ground was 
wet, with the result that the bank could not be consolidated properly 
when further rain came a few months later the bank gave way and the 
water drained out. I have had talks with the Parks and Gardens 
manager lie G.0'Connor who told me he would have the dam repaired this 
autumn .. - pe 
We ave having problems getting a Committee together, there being 
only two or three coming to our meetings up to the last meeting 
- November 1985. aay 


There was to be a public meeting malted in January 1986 at the 
Crinigan Rd. School, to try to get more people interested, but as yet 
the Shire has not called a meeting. All the members of the local 
schools have dropped out, and the local Shire Representative also 
wants to drop out and get a group of residents of the shire to take 
over and pun the reserve. oor st as 

pee Til Bs oa Eric Lubcke. 


CAR STICKER REPORT 


Balance’as at March 1985 3u3. 74 


Car Stickers purchased SLO) 
: , Me ee er ge OD a iek ane Meas 
Cash to Bank | Sepia BEST (At a 
eae iw se. qian Ule ated ale 
Balance as at March 1986 7 y BLee an. 


Members are reminded that car stickers are available at $1.50 each. 
Val Plant. 


WOORABINDA SCHOOL CAMP. 

Since its inception 15 years’ aso Woorabinda has continued to be 
a highly successful and dynanic organisation..Each year it provides 
about 2400 primary School children with valuablé camping experience — 
and a host of learning opportunities. the camps success is. due in no 
smali measure to the enthusiasm shown from Camp Board level through 
to teachers and Camp Staff. . da dae Plea a ERE. Be 

Ag our costs are carefully controlled we were able to keep our 
fees to those charged by other camps with often less than comparable. 
facilities. This ensures that our camp is filled to capacity during... 
the academic year and is much sought after by weekend and holiday 


SPOUups =¢ contd. oo © Ppp uy 
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ANNUAL MEETING REPORTS. .- contd... 
WOORABINDA contd.. 0 
In 1985 the Balance Sheet showed a turnover of $192,000.00. Wages 
and food account for about half of this while the remainder is applied 
to building extensions and maintainance, provision of new equipment , 
bedding and other services. 


The adventure play ground and rope course has been substantially 
upgraded with a new layout and equipment. This is providing a popular 
activity with new and old campers testing their skills. Bushwalking, 
canoeing and water activities continue to be the favourite activit- 
ies whatever the weather. 


Track maintainance and blackberry control is still a problem. 
We are hoping that eight conservation volunteers who are giving us 
a weeks work in May will be able to assist as they have experience 
on these projects. 


With the closure of the North Shore road due to a landslide at 
the Yallourn Power Station end, an emergency fire exit road has been 
constructed to the west of the camp boundary. A high level town water 
tank which will effectively double our present storage for fire fight- 
ing has been recommended by the local brigade. A tender has been acc- 
epted and construction will soon commence. 


We have been advised that an application for a property extension 
to the west of the camp would be viewed sympathetically and would be 
at a very favourable cost. This would double the present camp size 
and substantially reduce wear and tear on our paths and undergrowth. 
The proposed extension contains bushland and pasture and would give 
us boundaries to public roads on all sides.The camp has been. booked 
for the 1986 Christmas Break-up venue and this would provide ‘an Opp- 
ortunity for our members to inspect the area and possibly make a 
plant list. ee Me oe 


At the A.G.M. the Camp: Board honoured me with Life Membership, 
and I wish to thank the L.V.F.N.C. members for the opportunity of 
representing them during the last 15 years and thank them for the 
advice and support freely given to me during this time. 


As I have now retired from employment and wish to continue my 
activities in fresh fields, I have resigned from active membership 
on the Woorabinda Camp Board. 

2 Ken McDonald. 


EDWARD HUNTER HERITAGE BUSH RESERVE COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT: 
I ah as rn a ee eA 


Chairman's report for the year October 1984 to September 1985. 


Most of the works within the reserve are performed, very capably, 
by the M.C.C.Parks Gardens Section. Unfortunately their resources 
are limited which in turn limits the development rate of the reserve. 


This committee considers a greater development rate than at present 
is necessary to make substantial progress above the normal ongoing 
maintainance of the reserve. It is hoped that labour assistance from 
the C.E.P. scheme and the Dept. of Corrective Services, Morwell, 
will make up some of the shortfall. 


Ccontd...pp 5 
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| ANNUAL MEETING REPORTS = —scontd... 
EDWARD HUNTER contd... | mr en ape 
During the 1984-1985 year the following activities were undertaken 


1. Fencing along Dwyer St.and placement of large logs along West and 
Boormans St. “ Piet ae 


2. Bulldozing along Dwyer St. Batter area smoothed out. 
3. Tree planting near Coalville Car Park Region. 


4, Sewerage extension through reserve from Wagner's Paddock along 
East track completed. 


.Public meeting held to gather public input. 


b 

6. Limited fire prevention works. 

7.Shelter. shed constructed near dam wall commenced. 
8 


Guest Speaker, Mr Don thompson, Dept of conservation Forests & 
Lands. Assistant Regional Manager for Public Lands, Warragul Region, 


Future direstion. 


Since the presentation by Mr D.Thompson, Committee intends to take up 
the offer of. professional advice from the Dept of Conservation forests 
& Lands. This reserve is reported to be one of the most significant 
within the Warragul region and certainly deserves more expert opinion 
than what the committee can contribute as a well intentioned group. 
This committee sees a need for professional advice in the following 
arras: . 
1. Fire prevention work~ recommendations on selected cold burns. 
during the Autumn period on a rotational basis, limited land 
slashing in selected areas and slashing of perimeter, regions 
‘with large equipment. 


2. Development of specific areas within the reserve over a set time 
span. 
(3) Dam area -Excavating the Dam deeper -removal of silt and 
pushes, silt trap? 
Encouragement of more water bird life and its: .-. 
effects. he ay 
Footbridge over the headwater region of the damn. 
Development of a walking track around the dan 
perimeter and its effects. 
(ii) Development and beautification of a selected area for public 
use, even wedding photographs $= = | 
(iii) Selected development of small areas with high fencing to 
encourage delicate plant species. ; ” 
8, Impact of housing ‘development in Wagner's Paddock region, changes 
to water run-off into the reserve. : 


4. Development of playground areas to suit increased housing devel- 
opment in this region for “children and youths up to adult level. 
The Committee wishes to thank the Deputy City Engineer, Mr B. Peach 
and the Superintendant of Parks & Gardens Mr N.Barlagen, for their 
support throughout the year. 

P.S. For the same reason stated in my Woorabinda Report, I have 


regretfully resigned from the Edward Hunter Bush Heritage Committee 
of Management and again wish to thank Club members for their support 


during the last 20 years Ken McDonald. 
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REPORT OF CO MITTEE MEETING HELD MARCH 19th 1986. 
ey SSeeESEe 


eee made for viewing of Halley’ Ss comet on ‘April rd. 
April Meeting arrangements finalised with Mr Ken Ularris. 


Financial Report received. Accounts to De paid: V.F.N. Ce $18. 00% 
“P.N.C.A. $5.00: Postage for Naturalist $60.00 i 
Advised that an increase in postage rates will apply from august. 
Registration for publications also to increase. 


Cerrespondenee. From Dept.Cons. Forestand Lands re advice Regional 
Officers. C.C.V. re Flora and Fauna Guarantee. 

C.C.V. re East Gippsland Forests. Native Forest Action counes re 
Voodchipping. 

Publications. Nature Territory (N.T.) Government in Focus 

SGAP Maroondah Group Newsletter. INventory of Declared Marine and 


Estuarine Protected Areas Vol.1. Vol.2. Fisheries and Wildlife paper. 


Members attended Book Launching of Edna Walling's Country Roads. 
This is a reprint of 1952 edition. 


ito Thompson. reported that wirilda had not held any meetines for the 
past 18 months. 


Conservation Co-ordinator. 

Letter from S.E.C.V. re Fire submission. 

‘Letter from Regional Manager C.F.L. re “Chairman's Block" 
“Letter to S.E.C.V. re Calignee south Rd. landscaping. 

es ' Shire of Traralgon 


Management plan for Wilson' Ss BrOyee Received: Submissions to be ready 
April ist. © 
Reply frome. S.E.C.V. re Rehabilitation Submission. 


The next. Committee Meeting will be held on Wednesday April 23rd at 
the home of. lin and Mrs Lubcke 122a Helen Street Morwell at 7.30 pm. 


Supper Roster April 25th Jean Galbraith © Mrs LArson. 
THANKYOU. To all members of the Club, may r say a very sincere 


Thankyou for the cards, Flowers and gifts received during my recent 
stay in hospital. But most of all for the’ support and concern shown 
to meover the past few months. It has been greatly appreciated. 


Norma Rees. 


Please Note. During the abscence of the Editor all correspondence 
shoul be sent to Mrs Wall 156 Kay Street Traralgon 3844, 
Arrangements will be made to forwand any correspondence sent to 
99 chamberlain Rd. I wil be pect in ade eae Ed. 


~ 
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Next Outing to Tyers Park. 
1st Monday in June, 


Meeting Place, Tyers shop, 
10am, June 2nd at Tyers. 
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MARINE CONSERVATION :*. 9) TALK BY UR ANDREW CHAPMAN 28.2286. 


For many years Mr Chapman had been interested in diving and 
spear fishing but the fascinating fauna and flora of this underwater 
environment led him to gaining more understanding of marine biology , 
and especially the need to be an advocate for its protection. At,....- 
first it was difficult to obtain much information about the subject. 

The marine food web is divided into four trophic levels 


CARNIVORES : 
‘LOWER ORDER OF CARNIVORES 


GRAZERS, FILTER FEEDERS ,DEPOSIT 
FEEDERS ete. 


/. ..__\ ALGAE, SEAGRASS, PHYTOPLANKTON " 


The oceans make up 2/3 of the world surface and contain far 
greater plant life than the land. 
The plankton is the very basis for marine life and becomes the 


pasture for the zooplankton. This in turn becomes the food for — 
the next larger animals in the food web. Andrew likened the Sel ite 5, toe, 
as being like a very rich soup of lime. All things in it are joyeae = 
of the food chain, with each dependent on others for survival. 
If something is missing then development is halted. The Tiger 
Flathead is'a good examp e of this. 

At present the Victorian Government is considering the form- 
ation of two Marine Parks : Wilsons Promontory and Bunarong near 
Eagle's Nest at Inverloch. The South Gippsland Conservation 


Society put the submission for Bunarong and Andrew, who is a 
member of this Society was active in the preparation of tines.) 3ih>) 
tabled a copy for our perusal. — 2 ; 
Comparison of Wilsons Promontory and Bunarong Marine Areas. 
Study was made in y the National Museum of Victoria - 
and the Fisheries and Wildlife Division of the inter tidal and sub 
tidal areas. The report identified 10 different major habitats oF 
which 3 were found to be unique to Bunarong. The two areas studied 
were found to be distinctly different. 

At Wilson's Promontory high cliffs with steep rock faces drop 
rapidly to deep 60' troughs which provide an environment of caverns 
and reduced light for fauna requiring those conditions. Bunarong 


peycstee Dacitess Face but a broad inter tidal rock platform 
Siving way to a sub tidal reef consisting of short steep elopes 
and many caverns providing shelter for it's indigenous population. 
The rock platforms are some of the most extensive in Victoria and 
are quite shallow (25 to 35 feet). pray’ 
‘The Bunarong cliffs are composed of mudstone which is extremely 
t 4 oc 
soft and rapidly weathers by wave action and the SR Rea REE eet 
and drying of the tides. The inter-tidal rock platforms are strewn 
with boulders and fascinating pools providing many erevices and 
Ccranni F ine residents. ade te 
Pe ee ees is very complex. Factors affecting it include 
Variation in tide heights, exposure to temperature change 5 wind , 
sunlight, fresh water as well as pollution and Han himself. 
Tale : 


cont. D-2. 
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Organisms capable of surviving these conditions are found at 
higher levels nearer the ‘shore, others requiring a more modified 
environment seek shelter at lower levels or in the many rock 
pools. At Bunarong some pools are 6 feet deep and up to 30 to 
40 feet long. Plants provide nourishment as well as oxygen, 
for marine fauna. Others feed on small animals. Decaying 
matter provides fertilizer for the plants. 


The sub tidal area of Australia's temperate region is some 
of the richest in the world. The algae (seaweed) are magnificent. 
They are simple plants with fronds but no true roots, stems or leav- 
es. They rely on the water for support...some having floaters 
filled with water which they use for support when wet and as hydra- 
ters when exposed. There are various algae classified according 
to their colour . 


Green “Algae grows nearer the shore. Out further. is found 
Brown Algae whilst deeper water provides the habitat for the Red 
Algae. , In the Brown algae region is found the sponges. These 
are filter feeders and do not require much light. They do not 
have to compete with the sea weeds and grasses. Are frequently 
found attached to the walls and ceilings of caverns... 


The Caulerpa are green algae having various species, some 


resembling. cacti. Others when washed up on the shore look like 
round sea apples. Brown algae are found in the mid to low tide 
region. They vary from fine hair-like strands to the massive kelp 


straps found washed up after storms or found growing at the very 
low tide level. The Cystophera species have zig zag-like 
flattened: "stalks" with small tufty fronds growing from each 

point. They frequently have gas-filled floaters which allow the 
plant to receive more sunlight. Red Algae is only seen by divers, 
for they grow at depths of about 60 feet. Some have incorporated 
calcium carbonate into their structure so they are quite brittle. 
Coralline Red algae often forms pink encrustations mesembling 
paint on rock surfaces. 


Lichens and flowering plants are also found on the inter- 
tidal area. Flowering plants differ from the algae in that 
they have roots, stems and leaves. The flowers are quite small. 
Plants provide both food and shelter for marine animals. 


The sea nymph is a plant which spreads by rhizome. It 
also produces oxygen which appears to pour off it's leaves and 
is, therefore, most important. Marine plants produce more than 


half the world's oxygen.  Epiphytes e.g. sponges grow on the 
sea nymph and small shell fish, and fish, can be found feeding 
there. 


In the cave environment fish, sponges, rock lobster, 
octopus, Port Jackson sharks and wobbly gongs are found. .There 
are no algae. © Sponges often colonize cavern ceilings like fairy 
floss. One species of sponge can measure 3 feet in diameter. 
When washed up the sponges are rather brittle. Sponges have 
small cilia which take up water, filtering out nutrients GK their 
use. 


CON: maDitor 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST (3) ‘ISSUE NO 269 MAY 1986. 


Bunarong is famous for it's Bryozoan colonies which are 


found on vertical walls. They are known as sea mats and sea 
masses. Some grow to 10 or 15 feet wide and are composed of — 
thousands of microscopic animals. Some are flexible whilst 


others are quite brittle due to their lime skeletons. 


Among the fish are : 


small Squirrel fish, Zebra fish, Dragonet, 
Sealy fin, Snook, Sweep. 


Fish are delightfully unafraid of humans, are curious and 
will follow. | However where spear fishing occurs the fish are. 
very wary. It is regrettable that spear guns are procurable, 
even by children, without a licence. Spear fishing is doing a 
large amount of damage to our marine environment and Andrew states 
they "are hitting the lobsters badly". He has known them to take 
every lobster on a shelf. 


Conservation on the GREAT BARRIER REEF. 


The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park covers an area of 
348,000 square kilometers....about four times the size of 
Bass Strait. It ranges from near Rockhampton in the south to 
north of Cape York. Regulations control fishing, hook size, 
bags and industrial pollution. On Heron Island, a scientific 
research zone, no collecting is permitted. The Reef is subject 
to area closing for the purpose of replenishment. One area 
may be closed and another reopened. This process was adopted 
by the Pacific Islanders who were very systematic about asthe 
Indonesia, which has many marine parks, is also receptive to 
this sort of planning. 


THE IMPORTANCE OF BUNARONG 


There are many Acts of Parliament to protect our land 
environment but, apart from control over commercial fishing, 
there are no controls over our marine area. 


The survey conducted by the National Museum of Victoria 
revealed that Australia's temperate waters are the world's 
third richest, Japan has 1452 species, the Pacific/North 
American (a very well studied region) 1234 species and Australia 
(not yet well studied) 1100 species. 


Bunarong represents 0.2% of coastal Southern Australia but 
Contains 25% green algae, 26% brown and 10% red species endemic 


to Australian waters. Along the Bunarong, which is only 1% of 
the Victorian coastline 72% of the species selected for study 
were found. Bunarong is indeed very rich and precious. 


Cont. pe. 
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Colour slides. 


Andrew illustrated his talk with many beautiful slides 
including sea dragons, sea stars (bunarong particularly rich in 
these); brittle stars, feather stars, sea urchins, nudibranch 
and the many molluscs including abalone, chitons, elephant snails, 
the giant cuttle (said to be most intelligent) and octopus. 

We were fascinated to learn that sea anemones are capable of 
living to 210 years. : 


Most of Andrew's listeners could not wait to get to Flat 
Rocks next day to see for ourselves the beauty revealed to us. 


President Jim Wall thanked our speaker for his most inter- 
esting talk and spoke of the challenge of caring for our marine 
environment. Arrangements were made to meet at Inverloch at the 
South ‘Gippsland Conservation Society's Environment centre next 
day. E 
perk: MARY AUSTIN 


SOMETHING ABOUT SLIME MOULDS. 


Members who were on the September excursion to Cowwarr 
and beyond may recall Mrs Purbrick finding a bright red fungus.. 
which was thought to be a slime mould. Experts in this very 
primitive branch of the fungi are as thin on the ground as the 
slime moulds themselves. They seldomrate a mention in popular 
fungi books. (The slime moulds, not the experts!) 


The specimen was quite firm to touch and a fine Silvery 
web was spread loosely over the upper part and was denser below. 
The flesh was distinctly granular in context and the spores 
appeared minutely spiny and globular.. It was dried and sent, : 
as a matter of interest, to our friend, Mr. Fuhrer, who did his 
best with it. - The specimen was collected just when the slime 
stage was consolidating into the spore-producing stage and all 
its characteristics were still very immature, making identific- ~~ 
ation difficult. Mr. Fuhrer thinks it may be a Physarum 
although rather large for one of this species. The granules that 
made up the fruiting body were the immature individual sporangia 
(cells that produce spores) which would ultimately have become 
quite separate from each other. We need to know more about 
these curious Myxomycetes. 


The slime moulds were at one time thought to be animals 
because they are capable of movement and can travel some distance 
over soil, grass and sticks. (Iremember Bart telling me he had 
an orange one invade his glass-house). However, their fruiting 
bodies are plantlike in structure and contain certain substances 
only found in the plant kingdom. Spores are very resistant to 
drought and can survive dried out for many years. They germ-_ 
inate in very wet conditions and release tiny swarm-cells with 
whip-like tails that propel them through water. They are able 
to absorb and digest bacteria and to increase by division. 


Cont: pi5. 
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-..-Presently they dispense with their propellers and consolidate’ 
into one mass, often brightly coloured, which is able to: push 
out in different directions, constantly changing shape. This 
slime-like or frothy stage is known as the plasmodium and is the 
mobile stage. When the fruiting period arrives the fungus hardens 
up and the spore~producing structures appear in a matter of hours. 
What a pity we hadn't the time to sit down by Mrs. Purbrick's find 
and watch it develop: Here is an interesting field where some 
enterprising young naturalist may specialise, a field that is as 
yet largely unexplored. 


Ellen Lyndon. 


PROPOSED FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK 


As reported at the April general meeting anybody interested in 
becoming a member of the friends of Morwell National Park please 
contact :- Gail Roche phone 22-1478 or Yvonne Aplin phone 22-2597. 

Some initiatives that the friends group may be interested in 
participating in are:- 


Flora and Fauna Surveys. 

. Social and Educational Activities. 
Support for future development programs. 
Development of some facilities. 

. Weed Control. 

Track Maintenance. 


aomruont 


THE ADA TREE 


March 21st. was World Forestry Day. On this day the Minister 
For Conservation Forests & Lands visited the Ada Tree in the Nayook 
Forest. This tree is measured at 67.5 metres high, 15.07 metres 
in girth and 108 cubis metres volume of timber. Tt was suggested 
that if the tree was solid timber right through, then there would 
be sufficient timber for 15-16 houses. As the tree, which is 
growing in the gully of the Ada River and surrounded by Beech Trees, 
is part of a pocket of rainfcrest, it is preserved under the rain- 
forest conservation in Victoria. It will also be preserved under 
a management prescription. 

The tree has Shiny Filmy Fern growing on it where the bark is 
rough near the base. There is also a large patch of moss and 
young Beech seedlings growing in the bark. You approach the tree 
through a glade of Beech trees. 

The Minister announced there would be a search for other notable 
trees in Victoria. A booklet of these significant trees will be 
published in 1988, which is 100 years since the first book of 
significant trees in Victoria was published. 

Our Club was invited to be present at the Ada Tree and four 


members represented us. 


Bon Thompson. 
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CORRESPONDENCE OUT:- Narracan Shire Council.. re Auchterlonie 

Reserve, Ken McDonald.. thanks, Dept. Forest & Lands, 

CORRESPONDENCE IN:~- Dept. Sport & Recreation.. questionaire, City 

of Moe.. Bicentenial Committee meeting, Friends of Morwell National 

Park wanting to form committee, Survey of Conservationists.. result 

of survey made last year, Government in Focus, $.G.A.P., Update, 

North East Naturalist. , Northern Territory Naturalist, Ecos. Morwell 

Council, questionaire re photocopying. bese oes Bien plete 

PINANCE:- Bank Balance $762.90. EE ae Ca ese ae Ce 

OMISSON:- Correction on balance sheet in issue no. 268 April 1986. 

"Book by Cliff Beauglehole $8.60" omitted on receipts. 

Members attended the Coach Road Observatory to view Halley's Comet 

but unfortunately the sky was over clouded. Donation of $20.00 

sent to Astronomical Society.» pea: 

CONSERV. CO“ORD:~ Letter received from Traralgon Shire offering | 

- help in planting our seedlings for the landscaping of Callignee 
South Road . ae | 

Submission has been forwarded to the Ministry of Conservation 

vorest & Lands re the Management of Wilson's Promontory. 

NEW SECRETARY:-Mrs. F. Blucher. 

MINUTE SECRETARY:— Mrs. B. Matthews. 

PUBLICITY OFFICER:Mr. J. Mewett. 

Miss Galbraith and Mr Wall had met with the Narracan Shire Engineer, 

Mr. Theige, re the Boola Boola Wildflower reserve. The road is to 

be altered in order to protect the reserve. 

Mr, Lubecke reported that the Crinigan Road Reserve has been burnt 

under inadequate supervision and much confusion as to which areas 

of the park were to be burnt. © ; 

BUS. MEETING:~ will be held at the home of Mrs Iris Peterson, 14 

Barry Street, Morwell. was" , Peas 


£m wih aes 
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COMING EVENTS 


LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. INC. 


Meeting Friday 27th June 
Speaker Mr. Bruce Fuhrer accompanied by 
Miss Helen Stanford ‘ 
Subject Fungi 
Excursion Taronga Falls & Glen Nayook 
Meeting place: Willow Grove LEAVING at 10.00a.m. 
promptly. 


BIRD GROUP 


Place Darlimurli 

Meeting — Pump House, Mountain Hut Road 
Time 10,00a.m. 

DATE 7th July 


WARRAGUL F.N.C. 


Monthly excursions Contact Secretary 
; Mr. F, Hanley 
9. Princes Highway 
Warragul 
Tel. 056 23 2747 


TRARALGON F.N.C. Contact Secretary 
D.H.Fitzgerald — 
P.O.Box 175 


Churchill 3842 
051 22 1104 
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On March Ist. we all assembled at the Environmentt Centre, 
Inverloch for what proved to be a very enjoyable day on the rock 
platform at Inverloch, part of the Bunurong. Mr. Andrew Chapman, 
the guest speaker for the February meeting led the excursion ably 
backed up by Dr. Margaret Rowe. We were introduced to the Environ- 
ment Centre, its work and its stock of literature and posters 
about natural history in general and the Inverloch area in part- 
icular, valuable to anyone interested in such matters. 

Before stepping onto the rock platform we investigated the 
flotsam and jetsom washed up by the tide and left to dry out on the 
sand at high water mark. There were many brown seaweeds such as 
Cystophora sp. distinguished by its zig-zag irregular stem and a 
large clump of the sea nymph, Amphibolus antarctica, a sea living 
and completely submerged flowering plant. On both of these were 
other epiphytic small plants all seaweeds and mainly coralline 
ones with a calcareous skeleton surrounding the stem. Epiphytes 
are small plants using larger plants for support. 

Once on the rock. platform we moved out to the seaward edge 
and in the deeper pools saw many of the seaweeds we had seen washed 
up, mainly browns with a few greens on the upper sides of the pools 
and some reds lower down. Most seaweeds do not have common names 
so to record what we saw we must resort to the scientific names. 


Cystophora sp. were again evident with Ectocarpus a and Ecklonia. sp. 
ante greens such as Codium sp. and Caulerpa cactoides were found 
near the surface of deep pools and in ahailon pools near by. Over 
much of the outer areas of the platform and finishing about half way 
in were small plants of Neptune's Necklace, Hormosira banksii, a 
brown seaweed also found in temperate waters in the Northern Hemi- 
sphere around England. ~~ vi 

As we made our way over the platform, particularly towards the 
outer edge, a great variety of sea creatures were seen both on top 
of the rocks and under loose rocks which we were careful to replace 
right way up. Some members saw for the first.time animals they 
had often read about. While it is impossible to mention all the 
species we saw I will attempt to highlight those which evoked the 
most interest. . : TREO Y 

There were several worms seen but the one that excited members 
most was the delicate pink terebellid worm (Eupolymnia nebulosa) 
living in mucus and sand tubes,under loose rocks with its delicate 
pink tentacles extending ovew the rock and sand ,,gathering particles 
of organic matter and other @abris from which it sorts its food. A 
shelled worm was also common @m the upper surface of rocks. Its 
scientific name is Galeolaria caespitosa. : 


Another worm like creature which excited members was the grace- 
ful satiny black flatworm which slid quickly over the upturned rock 
out of the light. Ons 

Sponges abounded in some pools. They were mainly flat encrust- 
ing forms; purple or yellow in colour spreading over the under sur-- 
faces of rocks or sides of deeper pools. In the pools near the 
outer’ edge of the platform there were a considerable number of 
different species of sea anemones, some with their tentacles perman- 
ently out. Their colours ranged from red and pink to one species 
with an orange column and green tentacles. — . 

Shelled organisms abounded - molluscs, crabs and shrimps, sea 
stars of various kinds. Among the molluses seen were the common 
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Striped Conniwink, Bembicium nanum on the tops of rocks near the 
shore; Chitons of various species under rocks in the pools. The 
latter molluscs quickly glided towards the lower surface of the up 
turned rock to get away from the light, and possibly the heat of the 
direct sun. Several Elephant fish were seen of different sizes. 
This species (Scutus antipodes) has a shell much smaller than its 
body, the contrast between the white shell and the jet black satiny 


body being quite marked. Several Dog Winkles were found. This 
species is known scientifically as Thais orbita. Other molluscs 


not always seen inshore were a small Abalone (Haliotis ruber), a 
cone (Conus anemone) and a Keyhole limpet (Amblychilepas nigrita). 
All these were found alive under rocks and the body of the Keyhole 
limpet was twice the length of the shell. 

Much interest centred around the examples of the Seaweed Crab 
(Naxia tumida) each well camouflaged with weeds from the pool they 
were found in so it. was important that these animals in particular 
were replaced in their own pool. 

Sea stars abounded. The Common Sea Star (Patriella calcar) 
was there as well as the Small Green Sea Star (Patriella exigua) 
and the Large Sea Star (Coscinasterias calamaria) which reproduces 
by dividing in two and growing new arms to replace those missing. 
The Sea Biscuit (Tosia australis) was interesting in that the bright 
red plates among those coloured brown and cream did not form a 
regular pattern, something which we usually expect in nature. 
Another echinoderm found buried in the sand at the bottom of pools 
under rocks was. the Pink Sea Cucumber (Lipotrapeza_ sp.) . Another 
colourful creature was the Hairy Stone Crab (Lomis hirta) dull 
grey green on top but with bright blue antennae. It is a filter 
feeder. 

Some vertebrates were seen, an occasional bird which I was 
unable to identify and some elvers in pools, a toadfish or two 
in the deeper pools and the more venturesome of us waded through 
at least knee deep water to find in a pool on a part of the plat- 
form a blue fish with a red tail. 

For the geologists amongst us Mr. Graham Rowe pointed out the 
very narrow coal seams in the Jurassic sandstones that make up the 
platform. On the way back we also found remains of tree stumps and 
branches which seemed to be petrified. 

Altogether it was’a very enjoyable and very rewarding excursion 
and we must thank both the leaders Mr. Andrew Chapman and Dr. 
Margaret Rowe for their time and enthusiasm. 


Barbara Nielsen. 
WANDERER BUTTERFLY 


We saw a Wanderer Butterfly about 100 yards from where we knew a 
Swan Plant was growing. The plant was out of sight. The butterfly 
flew backwards and forwards into the wind in shortening lines like 
a dog casting up the scent of a prey. Finally the butterfly got the 
scent, or whatever, of the Swan Plant and flew in a straight line to 
it. We do not know how far away the butterfly was conscious of the 
plant as it was already obviously looking for it when we saw it. The 
butterfly must have been conscious of an attraction from the plant 
as it could not see it from that first position. 


Bon Thompson. 
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PEOPLE OF THE SEALS 


"People of the Seals" is a documentary film and is a study of 
the old life style of the Eskimos of the Artic regions of Canada 
before contact with other people. 

This contact has in a relatively few years radically changed 
a life style and culture that had been in existance for over 1000 
years. Eskimos now work on the Oil and Gas fields, live in wooden 
houses, their children attend schools ar.d they rely heavily on the 
modern conveniences such as stoves, bikes, wireless etc., Food and 
clothes are now purchased in shops. : 

A visiting anthropologist realized that the young Eskimos of 
today have no knowledge of the old life style and culture, and the 
older ones can barely remember it. He saw the need to record the 
old ways before they were completely forgotten and lost for ever. 

The film showed that previous generations of Eskimos studied 
the seasons and’ knew the life cycle and movements of the various 
animals, birds and fish, using this knowledge to advantage in 
order to survive. No trees grow in this Artic region where the . 
temperature sometimes drops to 50 degrees below zero, but the 
Eskimos survived by coming to terms with this terribly harsh en~ 
vironment. A - anos 

It often took a man 5 hours to catch one seal, but by knowing 
its habits it was eventuallycaught and in true conservation style 
every part was used. The flesh was eaten by both family and dogs. 
Skins, being waterproof, were ideal for clothing, boots, tents,.- 
buckets’ as well as making straps and harnesses for the dogs. . Bones 
were used for needles, nails etc., Sinews as sewing threads: !? 

The Eskimos: knew that the salmon came to:spawn so built stone .: 
traps in readiness. When the salmon arrived. the whole family would 
wade into freezing waters to shepherd the fish into traps and gath- . 


ered dozens of fish, some weighing 121bs. These were cleaned and 
those not immediately eaten were covered sith stones to kcep.‘them . 
safe for future needs. The eyes of the fish were highly prized and 


mainly given to the children as a special treat, much as we give 
our children: sweets. i 

In July, work began on the building of, a Kayak the frame was 
made of ‘driftwood hammered together with nails of antlers and |. ca 
bones, using stone hammers. The side ribs of the boat were flex~ 
ible and the whole covered with the many seal skins that had been 
Sewn together. The skins would shrink, tighten.and become water- 
proof by September when it would be needed. This whole project was 
carried out with great precision, tho, with much laughter, part- 
icularly when a bone nail broke or a thumb was accidently hit!:. 

A journey of'15 miles was taken across the Tundra swamp to an 
area considered sacred. Everyone decorated their clothing and 
hair for theoccasion. They lived on bird's eggs, berries and — 
snared the gulls and ducks etc., The area is very pretty at this © 
time of the year with the wildflowers blooming and the weather fine 
So that life was a little easier. . 

September brought the migration of the Caribou to feed upon the 
reindeer moss (Lichen). Two or three Caribou would be herded into 
the water and chased by the skilled Eskimos in their light, manoeuvr~ 
eable Kayaks. — The chase continued until the Caribou became tired 
and w ets for the ‘spears. sist aes : 

The uhoie of the Caribou, like everything else, was used in one 
Way or another. The skin of the Caribou 1s very warm, while that 
of the seal is waterproof so both are needed at various times of 


the year. 
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PEOPLE OF THE SEALS... 


Although the life was hard the Eskimos seemed content, they had 
enough to eat and were well satisfied with their life style and 
no doubt the older people now consider the younger ones soft!! 

The little boy, about 6 years old in the film didn't have 
any toys as we know them, but was happy throwing spears and stones 
and generally copying all that his father did. It was a very 
proud family and a day that would long be remembered when the child 
snared his first seagull all by himselfi?!: * 

That life style has gone now so it is good that it has been 
recorded. 


Tris Peterson. 


MOUNT St. GWINNEAR 


We assembled at the Rawson Information Centre with a hot north 
wind blowing. 

Under the leadership of Mr. Wall we headed for Mount St: 
Gwinnear, passing beautiful moss covered, granite boulders, tall, 
straight eucalypts, some with bark falling down in ribbons. We 
passed the South Cascades an area of outstanding beauty with lovely 
ferns, beech trees. The sound of the water rippling across the 
stones was music to the ear on such a hot, unpleasant day. 

On further we drove a few miles through a grove of yellow 
Senecio waist high. Further up the Mount Dianella tasmanica with 
its large, oval, bright purple berries were a picture, Mountain 
Correa Correa lawrenciana, although not flowering was of luxuriant 
growth. Christmas Bush Prosthanthera lasianthos was everywhere © 
and blooming well. Rough Coprosma Coprosma hirtella was identified. 

On arriving at St. Gwinnear car park we decided to carry our: 
lunch and eat at the summit. On the way there weren't so very many 
flowers at this time of year but we did see some late Silver Daisies, 
native violets, narrow leafed trigger plants and one new member was: 
most intrigued to see the trigger in action. The Downy Daisy and 
the large leaf daisy bush Olearia megalophylla were identified. 

Only one specie of orchid was found Prasophyllum suttonii. SITE 

The tall straight eucalypts, Mountain and Alpine Ash, Grey Gums 
of the mountain forests had given way to the Snow Gums - White Sallee 
which are small, twisted and branched at almost ground level. The 
smooth, nicely marked trunks were much admired. 

We all finally made it to the summit which is 1509 metres above 
sea level. Here the sun was pleasantly warm and the wind quite 
strong, but the view was breathtaking, looking across six mountain - 
ranges. We enjoyed lunch sitting on granite boulders gazing at those 
beautiful blue. mountains. ree. 

Our return trip down the mountain didn’t seem to take long al-. 
though we did notice more flowers and a most flamboyant spider with 
a red head, thorax and front legs and a black body which was admired . 
but not identified. bs 

Also several March Flies in a variety of colours, but all on 
the ready to sting, were studied and then duly dispatched. 

The ‘Birdos! were pleased with their count of 10 birds. 

The excursion ended with everyone well pleased at the number of —- 
flowers not only seen but identified ~- thanks to Peg Wall with every- 
one's assistance!!! It was a good day. 

Iris Peterson. 
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A NATURE NOTE 


One Sunday I. went canoing with friends on the Blue Rock ‘Dam 
After hiding the canoe in the bush (too heavy to lug out) we surp- 
rised a goanna while making our way back to the car. The goanna 
promptly made for a large dead tree and climbed part way up. We 
amused ourselves for a_short time by walking around the tree thereby 
obliging the goanna to continually skuttle around the trunk in an 
effort to stay hidden. After putting up with this nonsense for long 
enough the goanna headed for the top of the tree. To our surprise 
and delight two gliders (disturbed by the reptiles. ascent) popped 
out of a hole near the head of the tree and rapidly scampered to the. 
top. Wasting no time they launched themselves into space and to 
safety. After the initial glide one hung around for a while before 
following its mate which had made a speedy exit gliding from tree to 
tree. For my excited friends this was their first ever sighting of 
gliders (and in daylight too) and for me it was my first natural 
encounter. 


John Mewett. 


KEEP AN EYE ON THINGS YOU TRIP OVER.... 


Many years ago I chanced on an observation that awakened an 
awareness of how three associated birds share certain qualities in 
dignity and courage, of which, admittedly, they do not have a mono- 
poly. But their association and relationship is an odd mystery. 
These qualities they share are in diverse forms. 

The Magpie's aggression is best seen in defence of his neat - 
whether by in-flight attack or daring an intruder to get closer to 
his nest if a person climbs up near his nest. In the latter, the 
fierceness of the light in his eye has to be seen to be appreciated . 

In contrast is the devilish insistence of the Mudlark in the 
in the presence of an intruder. So expressive of hostility when 
that is appropriate, that the object of his attentions is glad to 
quit the scene. § 

And the third member of the trio, Willie Wagtail, by sheer impud- 
ence imposes his displeasure on his declared enemies with surprising 
effectiveness. 

The association of these three is not always apparent. 

I recall the occasion when I first observed this association at 
nesting time with the Magpie's nest up near the top of a tall pinetrec, 
the Mudlark's about half way up and the Willie Wagtail's nest below, 
that, obviously no accident. ‘eae : 

Half a dozen decades later, this season a surprising situation 
again appeared. Near a much-used cowshed on the same farm I noticed 
the Magpies had a nest full of youngsters out on a limb of a Black 
Cypress. At the same time something must have been going on inside 
the cowshed. The Willie Wagtail's loud song was echoing throughout 
the building and a while later it was discovered that, quite unnotic-~ 
ed, they had hatched out a brood of their own deep within the build- 
ing, so low that standing on the ground, I could feel the tiny chicks 
in the nest. 

Two days later, I photographed the nest and then the Sun came 
out giving me a chance to get another picture of the naked, blind 
babies gasping for air with their mouths wide open drawing hot air 
from up against the iron roof in an effort to cool off, And this was 
@ cool air day! A leafy branch placed on the roof ensured a really 


hot day would not mean disaster. 
| continued bottom page 6 
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SUMMARY OF BUSINESS MEETING HELD ON 21st. MAY 1986 
a eS ene OD) 


Members attended launching of Latrobe Regional Com. - Framework 
of the Future. 


Corres. in. 3- en niet Territory Nats., Planning and Environment 
Strategy., D. W. Thorp publishers - update., Cons. Forest 6& Lands. 


East Gipps. Coalition News., C.C.V. News. » Framework for Future = 
pamphlet., Record of Govt. pamphlet., S.G.A.P., Geelong Nats., 
Victorian Nats., Govt. in Focus. » Friends of Morwell National Park- 
re meeting. 

Corres. out:- Mrs. Y. Aplin., Friends of Morwell National Park. 
Finance: - Gears balance $850.36. 

Cons. Co- ord:= Discussion booklet - Latrobe Valley Ocean Outfall 
by the Latrobe Valley Water Sewerage Board., S.E.C. rehabilitation 
policy for open cut and overburden disposal areas., East Gipps.. 
final recommendation submission., Boolara Sewerage - survey to be 
done on land. 


Discussion on Establishment of a eosvaninssaciers Group on Rehabilitation 
Planning | For, Norwell. Open Cut and Overburden Dump. Club representative 


Gift of old naturalists to be bound Fox library. 
Report of Friends of Morwell National Park. 
Report on visit to the Ada River tree with Mr. Marchalek. 


Report on the Aivisory Council ~ Land Advisory Board to the Cons. 
Forest and Lands. 


Next Committee meetin :~ Mrs. Anne Stewart, 40. Fairway Drive, 
Yallourn Heights. : Ang 


Supper Roster:~ Mrs. June Lubcke and Mrs. Bon Thompson. 


KEEP AN EYE ON THINGS YOU TRIP OVER.. Contd.” 


Only seven days later their feathering had advanced to ‘the 
stage where their white eyebrows were clearly to be seen, and next 
. day the nest was empty. Next day they were flying round fully — 
_.confident of their ability and one landed on a gate and allowed my 
nephew to stroke his back which he seemed to quite ‘enjoy. 3; 

Following this episode, they built another nest up the other 
end of the shed, here used as a workroom, where they successfully 
reared another brood. = 

At this stage a reading of G. Pizzey' Ss Field Guide caused one to 
wonder just how many Magpies and Muddies know as much as he tells 
about Willie's clever little schemes. 


J.M.B. 


\ | ' ! 
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COMING EVENTS 
LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. INC. 


Meeting Friday 25th July 

Speaker Me. John Bywater &€ Mr. Ian Esposito 
Officers from the S.E.C. 

Subject Rehabilitation of the overburden 
disposal areas. 

Meeting Place S.E.C. Visitor's Reception Centre 


Morwell. 10.00.a.m. 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 


Place Toongabbie 
Meeting Oasis Cafe 
Time 10.00a.m. 

Date 4th August 


WARRAGUL F.N.C. 


Monthly excursions Contact Secretary: 
Mr. F. Hanley 
9, Princes Highway, 
Warragul 
Tel. 056 23 2747 


TRARALGON F.N.C. Contact Secretary: 
D.H. Fitzgerald 
P.0.Box 175 


Churchill 3842 
Tel, O51 22 1104 
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BIRD BANDING 


By.Mr. Ken Harris - Guest Speaker 


Bird banding is the process of marking wild birds.with bands 
attached to their legs. The purpose of bird banding is to learn 
about bird movements. 

Serious investigation into bird movements did not start until 
the 18th Century. Prior to this little thought was given to the 
possibility of birds travelling long distances. Aristotle, observ-- 
ing that in Greece there were Redstarts but no Robins during the 
winter months and in summer vice versa, believed they were one and 
the same bird merely changing colour from season to season. 

In England it was believed that Swallows which were seen in 
summer but not in winter, hibernated in mud or reed beds. 

Later it was learnt that England's summer Swallows flew to 
Southern Africa during winter. 

It has been observed from bird banding that those birds which 
start their migratory flights from far Northern areas have to travel 
further South than birds which commence their flight from less 
remote locations. By having less distance to fly the more conven- 
jently located birds reach and occupy temperate areas first, thereby 
obliging the longer travellers to fly further South to find an 
unoccupied niche. 

- Ken became interested in bird banding while photographing 
Siskins feeding on nuts in a friend's garden in England; he noticed 
that one of the Siskins was banded. : 

Bird banding in England is tightly controlled to ensure compet~ 
ent recording. The standard of bariding in Australia with its 
problems of distance are gradually improving. set Hore: 

Ken showed a well edited selection of excellent slides of 
trapped birds mainly held in the hand which enables close ups show~ 
ing maximum detail. dk 

Young birds cannot be banded until almost 4 weeks old depending 
on species, an exception to this are Terns which are born with their 
legs almost fully developed. 

One should always check dead birds for banding. 

'Trapping methods include:~- 

i esnaresvee 

2., Baited traps which readily catch such birds as 

_.Magpies and Currawongs. 

3, Mist nets - birds which fly into the net fall into 
the entangling loose folds at the bottom of the net; 
bird tongues are arrowhead in shape and birds are 


occasionally caught by the tongue. 

4, Cannon nets are the main method of trapping migra- 
tory wading birds. Hundreds of birds at a time may 
be caught in one firing. These nets from approx- 
imately 18 metres to 27 metres in length and 12 
metres in width are set up and camouflaged. The 
nets are launched by simultaneous firing of attach~ 
ed projectiles. A lot of help is needed to process 
a good haul. : ; 

Care is needed while moving amongst, colonies of birds. For 
example when Crested Terns are nesting near Silver Gulls, the Gulls 
will move in and eat the Terns eggs. should the Terns be disturbed 
from their nests. At times the corn. must be sorted from the chaff; 
a netting of Kelp gulls may result in a large number of Silver Gulls 


being caught also. 


7.3 
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BIRD BANDING contd.... 


Occasionally one has the exciting experience of trapping and 


banding rare birds. 


An appreciative audience warmly thanked Ken for his excellent 


talk and slide presentation. 


List of birds mentioned by Mr Harris were as follows:-~- 


SEA-BIRDS 


Fairy Prion 

Black Cormorant 
Black-faced Cormorant 
Silver Gull 

Pacifie Gull 

Kelp Gull 

Crested Tern 

Fairy Tern 

Caspian Tern 


WADERS. 


Pied Oyster-catcher 
Sooty Oyster-catcher 
Masked Lapwing 
Golden Plover 
Oriental Plover 
Red-capped Plover 
Black~fronted Plover 
Hooded Plover 
Double-barred Plover 
Red-necked Stint 
Little Stint 

Curlew Sandpiper 
Sharp~tailed Sandpiper 
Terek Sandpiper 
Grey-tailed Tattler 
Greenshank 


ENGLISH BIRDS 


Siskin 

Artic Redpoll 
Bearded Tit 
Jay 

Snipe 


(T) = TASMANIAN ENDEMIC 


OTHER NON-PASSERINES 


Brown Falzon 
Swamp-harrier 
Lewin's Water Rail 
Brown Quail 
Fan~tailed Cuckoo 
Golden Bronze=cuckoo 
Swift Parrot 

Green Rosella (T) 
Boobook Owl 

Owlet Nightjar 
Tawny Frogmouth 
Laughing Kookaburra . 


PASSERINES 


Skylark 

Tree Martin 

Grey Fantail 

Scarlet Robin 

Flame Robin 

Pink Robin 

Dusky Robin (T) les 

Grey Shrike-thrush | 

Olive Whistler 5. 
White's Thrush 

White-browed Scrub--wren 
Striated Field-wren 

Serub Tit (T)- 

Silvereye 

Striated Pardalote 

Spotted Pardalote 
40-spotted Pardalote (T) 
Superb Fairy~wren (Blue Wren) 
Beautiful Firetail 

Crescent Honeyeater 

New Holland Honeyeater 
Strongbilled Honeyeater (T) 
Black-headed Honeyeater (T) 
Eastern Spinebill 

Yellow Wattle-Bird (T) 
Little Wattle-Bird 

Grey Butcher-bird 

Black Currawong (T) 
Grey (Clinking) Currawong 
Australian Magpie 


John Mewett 
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BIRD~BANDING EXCURSION 


A small. but valiant group of Field Naturalists met at Churchill 
Car Park at 7.00a.m. on Saturday 26th April, having left their snug 
beds before daylight on a blustery, wet and dismal morning. | 

However, on the previous evening’ our guest speaken,Mr Ken 
Harris, had cdptured our interest in the art of-bird banding, so we 
eagerly set off for the block adjoining the Morwell National Park 
where he was waiting to show us the “real thing”. 

Mr Harris is currently engaged in a survey of bird movement in 
this area, and on this occasion he had set. up nine mist-nets -a . 
task which would have taken about three hours to complete, for each .. 
net takes from 15 to 25 minutes to prepare depending upon whether 
the situation is naturally suitable or whether some adapting has to 
be done, Mist-nets are, as the name suggests, exceedingly fine and 
suitable for trapping small birds of the undeegrowth such as Wrens, 
Thornbills, .Robins and small Honeyeaters. :: 

Me Harris guided us on the first tour of inspection of the nets 
which yielded two small trapped birds ~- a Grey Fantail anda Yellow 
Robin. Fach bird was carefully removed from the net and placed in 


an individual mesh bag. We then returned to our leader's centrally 
parked car, where we gathered round to observe the process of. bird 
banding. ; 


° 


First of all the bag complete with the bird inside was weighec, 
then. the bird was taken out and with a few deft movements a light 
metal band was attached to its leg. (The smallest size No. 1 was 
used for the Fantail and size No. 2 for the Yellow Robin). Bae 
feasurements. were taken of the length of wing, tail, femur and bill, 
and then the empty bag was weighed . All these details were record- 
ed on forms designed for this purpose. _ ; 

The estimated age of the bird was also recorded and Mr. Harris's 
experience in the field was revealed here as he pointed out various 
means of distinguishing an immature bird from an adult. Not only 
his experience was revealed but also his care and consideration for 
the small creatures that he handled, even to the removal of a tick 
that had attached itself close to the eye of one of them. He was 
careful to visit the nets regularly so that the-trapped birds did 
not suffer undue stress. Certainly, as each bird was finally 
placed in the palm of a proffered hand it flitted off apparently 
happy and unaware of the feather-weight band.an its leg. © 

It was interesting to see the small birds ‘so close at hand, 
particularly the two species of Thornbills. These are often 
extremely difficult to identify in the field but the differences 
between the Brown and the Striated were easily seen at such close 
quarters. 

The process of visiting the nets, collecting the trapped birds, 
returning to the car and watching the banding procedure was repeat 
ed several times. On the final tour of inspection the nets were 
dismantled having trapped during the morning 3 Grey Fantails, 4 
Yellow Robins, 1 Crescent Honeyeater (male) 6 Brown Thornbills and 
7 Striated Thornbills -'a total of 21 birds. (However, of these,1 
Yellow Robin and 1 Brown Thornbill proved to be re-traps ~ they. 
were already wearing bands) us ‘ aoe ; 

Mr, Blucher expressed thanks to Mr. Harris for sharing his 
morning with us and for showing us this interesting method of 
Bird Banding. ie ae Ca Gtk 


June Lubcke. 
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AN INCIDENT “ON THE NOOSA (RIVER 2 8 lo pie 


The Everglades is part of the upper reaches of the Noosa River.. 
It is very narrow - silent - the waters very still. The banks are 
overgrown with Melaleucas (which in some places meet over head) 
Mangroves, and taller sub-tropical trees. Here many large birds of 
prey have made their nests.  Brahminy Kites, The Whistling Kite, 
Osprey. and the White-breasted Sea Eagle were a few of the birds we 
saw. 

We were aren along the river enjoying the tranquility of 
the surroundings when suddenly up ahead we noticed a female Wood 
Duck with seven ducklings being attacked by a Whistling Kite. 

Every time the Kite swooped down the mother duck and her brood 
immediately submerged, to the consternation of the Kite, who then 
soared aloft for another swoop when the ducks emerged. This 
happened two or three times while we were watching. As we could . 
see that the Wood Duck and her young were trying to. reach the cover | 
of the bank, we decided to give her a helping hand. So by starting 
up the engine of the launch, blowing the whistle , and all of us 
shouting, the Kite gave up in disgust. The ducks made for the 
safety of the’ eucrhangine,. bank. We like to think that was a happy 
end to the story. ' Bs 


NOTE = It is said that Wood Duck do: sett submerge under HENIAT but 
in this case megessaty: was the vule. 


J.6 P.Wall. 


UNCOMMON BUCeEED ON MOUNT SKENE 


Easter Tuesday being a monte day, my ioistene end I went for a 
drive to Mount Skene hoping to find the unique stand of Woollybutt 
trees Eucalyptus delegatensis known as the "Chairman's Block:’, We 
are still not certain whether we ever found the Chairman's Block but 
we are excited by the discovery of another lesser known eucalypt on 
Mount Skene. 

About a kilometre this side of the look-out, we stopped the car 
to look at what I thought were Black Sallee Eucalyptus stellulata. 
However,on closer: inspection, I discovered they were not Black 
Sallee and were, in fact, quite unfamiliar to me. Mr. Eric Lubcke 
later identified it as Kybean Mallee Ash “Eucalyptus kybeanensis, a 
small Mallee ~ like eucalypt which only grows near the peak of 
Mount Skene and a few other peaks further eastwards. .The trees we 
found were growing with White Sallee Eucalyptus | auciflora and were 

all. approximately eight feet in height but the Mallee Ash had. - 
multiple trunks much thinner than those of the Snow Gums. Their 
most striking feature was their very small leaves, approximately 
three- ~eights of an inch wide and two or three inches long which 
instead of” hanging vertical like most eucalypt leaves, stuck out in 
all directions. Yet the trees were neat and compact with dark, 
grey~green bark on their trunks and larger branches. The flower 
buds appeared to be very immature but that is apparently one of the 
characteristics of Kybeanensis. We also found some larger Woolly- 
butts on the lower slopes and, all in all, had a most enjoyable day. 


Jane Purbrick. 
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YET ANOTHER CELAENTA EXCAVATA 


From the 21st. December 1985 to the 5th. February 1986, like 
Peg and Jim Wall last year,’ I was able to make observations on an 
Orchard spider, Celaenia excavata which had taken up residence on 
a leaf of the lemon tree in my garden. about November 1985 when she 
was minute, about 3mm. diameter. OAS 

Most of what Peg and Jim observed I was able to confirm although 
I did not see mine actually laying her eggs nor spinning the two egg 
sacs that she laid before disappearing on the 5th, February 1986. 

So far the egg sacs have not hatched although their diameter is less 
than when first laid probably on account of the sun's heat. 

However there are some points which I can add to Peg and Jim's . 
observations. Firstly the moths which this species of spider feeds 
on seem to be only of two species and both belong to the same family 
Noctuidae, only one being sufficiently well preserved to be placed 
in a genus possibly Agrostis (Identification courtsey of Dr. Arthur 
Neboiss, Cunator of Entomology, National Museum of Victoria)... Also 
all moths were,male confirming Miss Wendy Clark's information in her 
talk last year**that these spiders are scent snarers, It is the only 
‘possible way they could attract prey as they have no web to speak 
of yet obviously catch prey in their outstretched legs. From the 
26th December 1985 to the 5th February 1986 this female caught at 
least 34 moths, of which 7 were about 2.2cm. long and light brown 
and 27 were dark brown (possibly Agrostis sp.) and about 1.8cm long. 

Identification was difficult as moths are separated by wing 
- colour patterns and by the time the spider had caught the moths, 
bound them in silk and sucked them dry finally dropping the carcass 
many wing scales had been lost and the pattern indistinct. Most of 
the moths were caught on dark moonless nights from 9.30p.m. onwards 
and often the spider was feeding about 8 a.m., holding the moth like 
“a cigar and sucking about the junction of the head and thorax. On 
the 24th December 1985 between about 4.p.m. and. 10.10p.m. she finally 
shed her skin for the last time as far as I am aware. 

A male appeared about the 28th December 1985 and rested in the 
daytime under a web platform spun by the female on the upper surface 
of the leaf. Its body was only about 2 mm. in diameter and its legs 
were all short and about the same length. ‘On the 30th December 1985 
he was feeding on a minute fly like insect and by the: 31st December 
1985 he had disappeared. While he was there the female who had 
previously rested on or near the silk platform remained away from it. 
It was 23 days after the male's disappearance that the female laid. 
her first eggs. 


lL. Latrobe Valley Naturalist No.255 March 1985 p. 3. 
2. a t 4 No. 256 April 1985 p.5. — 


Barbara Nielsen: 


VISITORS 


For quite ten minutes I have been watching a pair of King 
Parrots on the bird table, hardly eight feet away. The male bird 
has a wholly scarlet head and face and underbody with back and wings 
a sober green, apart from a small pattern of light green on the wing. 
His mate has a green head and body but underneath she is a 
rather delicate pinkish red shading into scarlet. . PPO: 

What visitors to have on a grey showery day!! #4: os 
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SUMMARY OF BUSINESS MEETING HELD ON 25th. JUNE 1986 


Corres. in:- Dept. Conserv. Forest €& Lands re Koala survey, Shire of 
Narracan re Mr Auchterlonie's reserve, Shire of Morwell re. photo~- 
copying service, C.C.V. News, agenda and minutes, V.F.N.C.A. re 
meeting in October, Vic. Assoc. of Environment - Education Workshop 
27th July, Environment Centre Report, C.C.V. re Job for East Gipps. 
Vic. Nature Conservation Review re donations etc., Geelong Nats. 
North Eastern Nats. Northern Territory Nats. Victorian Nats. Govt. 
in Focus, Australian Environs Jobs in East Gipps., Ecos, Friends of 
Morwell National Park re details. 

Corres.out:~Letters written re extension of Morwell National Park 
to be forwarded to Miss Callister M.P. 

Finance:~ Bank Balance $948.74. 

Cons. Co-ord.:~ Re Koala Survey ~- decided that members could part- 
i¢cipate on an individual basis - forms from Miss Jane Purbrick. 
Result of ‘census of plants etc. of the area for the proposed 
Boolarra sewerage ponds has been forwarded to Dept. Conservation. 
S.E.C. response to matters raised in the submissions re the protect~ 
ion of S.E.C. assets from Rural Fire Threat. : 
Draft of East Gipps. submission to L.C.C. Draft of Flora and 
Fauna Conservation Guarantee. will be presented to Dept. Conserv. 
Forest & Lands. 

Report given by Mr Jim Blucher on Consult. Group Rehabilitation 
Planning on Morwell open cut and overburden dump. 

Report given by Mr Ollie Thompson on the seminar re the research on 
the Traralgon Creek. 

Report given by Mrs Iris Peterson on the L.C.C. Recommendations re 
Thomson River Dam. 

Licola High School Camp has been booked for the January long week- 
end. Members are asked to give. names to secretary as soon as 
possible. . 

Next meeting:- at the home of Mrs. Iris Peterson, 14, Barry Street, 
Morwell. Date 23rd July, 7.30p.m. sharp. 

Supper roster:- Mrs. Dulcie Sambell and Mrs. Valma Plant. 

Agreed to purchase loud speaker at reduced price. (P.A.System) 
S.G.A.P. Maroondah Group:- Annual Melbourne Wildflower Show to be 
heid 13th-14th Scptember - theme for this year “Curious and Diverse 
Flora"Further information may be obtained from D.L. Waffler, P.O. 

. Box 334, Boronia 3155. Phone 762-6276. 

Friends of Morwell National Park:- to make 2nd Sunday of the month 
the meeting day. Next meeting is 13th July - Billy's Creek Walk. 
Further information ring Gail 22 1478 or Yvonne 22 2597. 

Vic. Field Nats. Clubs Asscn.:-~- Springtime get-together. October 
ith and 5th. Ballarat area. Some accomodation may be booked through 
iiss Marie Allender phone (03) 527 2749. or campers and caravaners 
ring Goldfields Caravan Park phone (053) 32 7888. 

foala Survey:~-A National Koala Survey will run for 6 months. Aim 
to provide information on distribution and abundance of Koalas and 
on incidence of diseases among them. Members participate on indiv- 
idual basis. Necessary forms may be obtained from Miss Jane Purbricik. 
Further information contact Ms Chris Porter, Dept. Cons. Forests & 
Lands, 123, Brown Street, P.0.Box 137, Heidelberg, Vic. 3084. 

The early Victorian Naturalists donated to the Club by Mr. Tulau 
have now been beautifully bound. It was decided to show the book 
to Mr Tulau so that he will know that we fully appreciate his very 
generous gesture. 

“-§.E.C. to pay for full set of L.V. Naturalists... money to go to 


~*< library account. 


ERRATUM:~ Page 6 “Gift of old Naturalists... should read Gift of old 
Naturalists magazines. apologies acting editor. 
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COMING EVENTS 


LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. INC.. 
Meeting Friday 22nd August 


Speaker Mr. L. Costermans 
Subject Cape Howe to Cobberas 
Meeting Place Moe Education Centre, 


Kirk Street, Moe. 
Leaving promptly 10.00a.m. 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 


Place Senninis Track off Erica Road 

Meeting Tyers River Bridge on the Erica 
: Road. 

Time 10.00a.m. 

Date Monday lst September. 


TRARALGON F.N.C. Contact Secretary:- 
D.H.Fitzgerald 
P.O.Box 175 
Churchill 3842 
Tel. O51 22 1104 


WARRAGUL F.N.C. 


Monthly excursions Contact Secretary:- 
Mr, F. Hanley ~ 
9. Princes Highway, 
Warragul 
Tel. 056 23 2747 


FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK 


MEETING DATE Aug. 10th Weed mapping. 
September 14th Koala Survey. 
Further information Gail 22 1478 or Yvonne 22 2597 


a 
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OUR NATIVE FISH AND OTHERS © soeecuaeny att Scie ty 


After a very interesting talk on the preceding Friday many 
of us were enthused enough to venture out on a typical Gippsland 
winter's day - steady rain but fortunately no wind to see what 
our local creeks and ponds contained. It was Saturday the 24th. 
May and we met at Traralgon South so that with our leader, Mr. B. 
Harasymiw we could proceed to the banks of the Traralgon Creek as’ 
it ran through Pizzi's farm. We were on the north bank as from .. 
there easy access to the water could be obtained. 

Mr. Harasymiw demonstrated three methods of ascertaining what 
fish were in the streams ~- seine netting, dip netting and using an 
electric shock. Seine netting was the first method used and by it. 
were caught a brown trout (Salmo trutta), several small Pigmy Perch 
(Nannoperca australis australis) and numerous Australian Smelt, 
(Retrospine semoni) as well as freshwater shrimp (Paratva austral- 
iensis) that superficially resembles some of the littoral shrimps 
seen in: the rock pools at Inverloch and an Australian Crayfish, 
dark grey on the dorsal and ventrally coloured blue with some 
orange brown. (The genus and species was not determined as more 
detailed observations were needed). As well there was one water~ 
boatman or backswimmer, again the genus and species is undeter- 
mined for this member of the Notonectidae (hemiptera) 

Using the electric shock method with one electrode in the 
water.and the other hand held some distance away, in the water some 
Pigmy Perch were caught and one small Short-finned Eel (Anguilla 
australis occidentalis). Of these fish, the Pigmy Perch, the 
Smelt and the Short-finned Eel are natives. As the water was 
brown with suspended silt after the yain and the current fast the 
operators could not see what fish were stunned by the electric 


shock and were only groping in the dark with the hand net.. So no 
lampreys were caught even though they do occur in the Traralgon 
Creek and other streams in the area. The species found are the 
Pouched Lamprey (Geotria australis), the Silver Lamprey and a non- 
parasitic Lamprey that does not feed after metamorphosis. The 
Silver Lamprey can be compared with its European counterpart.. The 
principle of the fyke or drum net was also explained, that net 
either being used facing upstream or downstream. ; i 
After leaving the farm we stopped for a while at the cooling 


pond for the Loy Yang power station and saw where. the outfall 

from this pond enters Traralgon Creek further downstream than the 
farm. The water from the pond enters from the south bank and | 
there is a stream of dark ainerranens brown coloured water along the 
south bank for some distance in the stream. 

Lunchtime found us at the Hazelwood Pondage, a place of great 
interest to any biologists interested in the tolerance limits of 
some of our native fish. Here seine netting revealed a species of 
exotic tropical fish and smelt. The exotic fish was the Black 
Mangrove Cichlid (Tilapia mariae) an African species kept in 
aquaria in Victoria. There is also another species of Cichlid in 
the pondage ~ the Convict Cichlid another exotic native to South 
America. These fish can only survive in the pondage because of 
the higher temperature of the cooling water. Young of the Black 
Mangrove Cichlid have body stripes, the adult, spots in stripes on 
each side. It is not known how the Cichlids got into:the pondage 
but it is known that the carp (Carassius auratus) population is 
now much less. There is a danger with exotic species like. the 
Cichlids being introduced as Commonwealth and State laws differ 
So there are loop holes. 
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OUR NATIVE FISH AND OTHERS...... 


The presence of the Smelt is interesting and their distribution in 
the pondage follows the temperature gradient the upper limit of 
their temperature tolerance being 29 C. No Pigmy Perch are found 
as their tolerance limit is 27 Cc. °° ~ irate hes i G9 LO 

After this most interesting excursion, the writer has resolved 
to attend any she is available for, regardless of the weather. 


Barbara Nielsen. 


FRESH WATER FISH 


Further information may be obtained about 'Fresh Water Fish’ 
of Victoria by reference to the books mentioned below:- 


1. FRESHWATER FISHES OF SOUTH-EASTERN AUSTRALIA 
by R.M. McDowall. Publishers A.H. W. Reed Pty.Ltd.Sydney 
2. FRESHWATER FISHES and RIVERS of AUSTRALIA ' 
by John S. Lake M.Sc. published by Thomas Nelson Ltd. Melb. 
3. A GUIDE TO THE FRESHWATER FISH OF VICTORIA 
by Philip L. Cadwallader & Gary N. Backhouse 
Published by the Vict. Gov. Printing Office on behalf of 
_ the Fisheries and Wildlife Division, Melbourne. 


BIRD BANDING AT POINT SMYTHE 


The most exciting thing I did during the May holidays was bird 
banding. At 9.30 a.m. we had a phone call saying that we could go 
bird banding. 

We packed our lunch etc. and drove to Inverloch. At the jetty 
the motor of the boat was not working too well. Dad and Chris made 
it to Point Smythe but Mum and I had to wait a couple of hours while 
the motor was fixed. . Chris and Dad had the lunch with them so we 
couldn't have a snack. ‘ 

We finally got to Point Smythe and, soon after, they fired the 
nets over the birds. When we got the birds out of the net we put 
them into different hessian cages. 

We broke up into groups and each group weighed them, banded 
them and measured their beaks and wings. I had the pleasure of 
letting them go. : 

All the birds were waders. In the nets we caught Double-banded 
Plovers, Red-capped Plovers, Stints, the occasional Knot and the 
Eastern Curlew. All in‘all there were 160 birds. 

Some of the Double~banded Plovers had been banded a year ago at 
Point Smythe and were sighted in New Zealand, where they breed, dur-: 
ing the year. The Eastern Curlew migrates to Siberia. 

On the way home, I had a‘sleep after a big and tiring day. 


Michael Rowe (Age 10) 


It was lovely to receive such a good article from one of our 
valued junior members. 


Acting Editor. 


TWO YEARS AFTER ASH WEDNESDAY 


Extract from a letter to Miss Jean Galbraith from Mr. Ken 
Stuckey of Millicent, whose house, garden, all fences and 
farm buildings were completely wiped out on ‘Ash Wednesday" 


"A long standing fallacy I have held over the years is the 
identity of a plant we called Tongueweed:. it is a prostrate succu~ 
lent plant that used to be very common on the winter wet flats in 
our south east and was considered to be good sheep feed in the 
summer months. As it has pale blue fan flowers I just passed it of 
as being a specie of Scavola. It was not until I had collected some 
rooted pieces from near Lake George and potted them up that we 
thought of finding a name for them,~ it is now tagged Selliera 
vadicans. This plant is also a good indicator of soil type and where 
tongue weed grows conditions are ideal for growing strawberry clover. 

Today we are recovering from a week of hot muggy weather, last 
evening quiet gentle rain started falling and we were surprized to 
find that just over an inch was in the gauge this morning. One even 
imagines that the plants look fresh and clean and refreshed even in 
this short time.. This is the first rain we have had for three 
months it is amazing how some of our native plants keep growing 
through this hot dry period. The Smoke-bush seedlings remained 
practically stationary with only about four leaves and three inches 
high for the first twelve months, now, during this summer a number 
of plants have shot up over two feet in height. The seedlings must 
have been really working hard developing their root systems in the 
first year. 

Another recent surprize was that Grevillia leucopteris had grown . 
from seed, flowered and set seed again within two years. Also that 
one of these plants had moved 160 metres from the parent plant in 
the Folley! This reminds me of the possibility of plants migrating, . 
last year Margory found seedlings of Banksias (W.A.sp.) in the nearby | 
woods and forest reserve which would have been at least half a mile 
away. I hardly think that the seed could have blown that far after 
the fire, perhaps Cockatoos had carried cones there prior to the fire. 

The aftermath of the prolific flowering of Kangaroo Paws 
Anigozanthos manglesii was that the flowering stalks were harvested 
and put in a shed to dry. When dry the flower heads were put 
through a mulching machine and with much patience the girls sieved 
the seed from the debris and collected twelve pounds of seed. 

During the time the Kangaroo Paws were flowering we had a lot of 
Wattle birds and Yellow-winged Honeyeaters but now they have all 
moved away as there is little food for them. At the present time 
there is a group of Labichea laneolata in flower, the peculia look- 
ing seedlings that appeared after the fire had everybody mystified 
I could not remember what had been in that part of the desert 
garden. It would have been more than 28 years since the original 
plants had been grown there”. 


fas 
a 


1. The Folley is the name of ane of the newer gardens. 
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A BUTTERFLY VISITOR 


Have you ever hand-fed a butterfly? Try it some time. It can 
be fun! This morning, April 4th, when I opened my front door there 
was a large black and white butterfly lying prone on the mat. It 
was a very travelworn specimen of Polyura pyrrhus sempronius. Don't 
let the name frighten you. It is commonly known as the Tailed 
Emperor or Fourtail, a Sydneysider not often collected in Victoria. 
It is a fine butterfly, big as a Wanderer, clad in striking black 
and white with touches of rust colour. The sexes wear more or less 
the same colour pattern. It had lost about half of each of its 
hind wings, including the two long points or tails on each that 
give it one of its common names. 

My last collection of this species was on Anzac Day 1975 when 
a crippled specimen was picked up in Melbourne Botanic Gardens. It 
lived for ‘three weeks in the house, fed with honey and fermented 
fruit and other such butterfly delicacies. The larvae of sempron-~ 
ius live on a fairly wide variety of food plants, both native and 
introduced. ? . Their normal range is from Cape York to somewhere 
south of Sydney. Occasionally a mature butterfly wanders south of 
the border and even down as far as South Gippsland. Headquarters 
of the genus is in South Africa and-we only have the one represent- 
ative in Australia except for a paler version sometimes recorded 
on Lord Howe Island. They are powerful fliers and difficult to 
catch unless injured. 

My present specimen was brought indoors and set on its legs on 
a sunny windowsill. It looked a bad risk. Some honey and water. 
was hastily mixed and dabbed on its chin. There was no reaction. 
Patience was rewarded when the butterfly soon uncoiled its long 
tongue and began to siphon up the nourishment. It is surprising 
how long they will.drink thus. It soon revived sufficiently to 
flutter about the window , but will never be a strong flier again. 

Charles McCubbin in his beautiful book “Australian Butterflies" 
adds an amusing note on the Emperor. It seems these butterflies 
have a taste for alcohol! They are sometimes seen hanging around 


Sydney hotels lapping up spilt beer or spirits. Yes! “its true. 


This one is definitely partial to a drop of sherry! Too bad I 
have no beer. Could it have fallen asleep on my doormat on its. 
way home from the pub? 


E. Lyndon. 


I wish to. thank all members for their contributions to the magazine 
- please keep them coming, very short, short, medium, or long, 
thank you. 

Peg Wall 

Acting editor. 
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A BIRD NOTE 


Each summer the Reed Warblers return from their northern 
migration to nest and rear their young: in our southern reed beds. 
Next time you are passing a clump of the Canereed or Canegrass, 
Phragmites, give it a few chirruping whistles. If-a Warbler is 
in possession it will at once reply with a note of caution. 

Listen for it, a sort of froggy noise. ‘“Chut!" Not until the 

nest is well under way do they burst into glorious song, all day 
long and often most of the night. How I wish I had a waterhole 
full of reeds: It is a joy to walk round Lake Gutheridge in Sale, 
whistling at the warblers, with the plaintive notes of the Little 
Grass Bird thrown in for good measure. 

On my last visit to the lake the Council mower had been before 
me and, not content with cutting the lawns, he had poked his tractor 
~mounted mower. as-far into the luxuriant reed beds as he could 
without falling in amongst the carp. Instead of graduated. thick 
greenery, the beds were neatly halved, ruining the bird shelter. 
Hanging on the outer face was a nest with one egg, open to the sun 
and the public gaze. I screened it as well as I could but the nest 
would be deserted. 

My first thought was to walk on to the "Times" office and give 
them a story about “Singing birds sweet” in "Stupidity.Street" but 
calmer reasoning prevailed. Publicity would mean that every small 
boy would be down there to see for himself. I wonder if it would 
percolate down to the mower man if I asked the City Council to 
Spare the reed beds in the nesting season? — 

Canereed beds are diminishing every year around the Gippsland 
Lakes for various reasons. Reed Warblers will make use of the 
bulrush or cattail sometimes, or even the drooping foliage of 
Weeping Willows for their nest sites. They are gregarious birds 
and apparently not territorial. The nests may be either cup- 
shaped or domed like the one I saw. They are so attached that the ._. 
cane-like reeds may slip up or down through the nest supports as the 
wind blows, for it is usually fastened to three or more’ individual 
reeds just above the water. Our species may be found anywhere. in 
Australia and also in Tasmania. Its range extends further north 
as well. . 


Ellen Lyndon. 


CATTLE EGRETS 


Yesterday while walking our dogs at the Moe Football Ground my 
wife and I noticed a flock. of forty odd Cattle Egrets feeding on. ~- 
the oval. Our youngest dog which lists amongst 1ts many vices the 
chasing of birds, charged across the oval to put paid to the intru- 
ders. The Egrets response was to fly a kick or two further down 
the ground and alight again which prompted another assault by the 
pest. The skirmish ranged backward and forward, up and down the .:/) 
Oval until, to my surprise, the dog, not. the birds gave it away.as. 

a bad job. ; ee \ ; Tae 

This morning approximately 15 minutes earlier (7.30a.m.) there 
were only 15 Egrets on‘the ground. The dog made one desultory swipe 
at them but possibly sensing that the birds would be contrary again, 
then went off in search of more amenable prey. 

Small groups of Egrets kept arriving at short intervals until 
there was soon the full compliment of 40 or so busily feeding on the 
Oval. John Mewitt. 
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SUMMARY OF BUSINESS MEETING HELD ON 23rd. JULY 1986 
ao eee 


Corres. in:- Mr. Bruce Adams - note of thanks., Electoral Officer 

on behalf of Miss Val Callister - re Morwell National Park., C.C.V. 
- re voting on separation at the Environmental Centre., Govt. in 
Focus., Northern Territory Naturalist., $.G.A.P., Environment 
Victoria C.C.V,. 


Corres. out:,Helen Stanford ~- letter of thanks., Miss Val Callister 
~ re Morwell National Park extension. 


Finance:- Bank balance $729.70. Paid Mrs. J. Burns $60.00 postage 
Traralgon High School $50.00 deposit on camp. 


Report. from Mr. J. Wall:- of Latrobe Landscape Committee - re new 
road through flora and fauna reserve near W 15. 


Report from Mr. J. Blucher:- of the Morwell Open Cut and .Overburden 
rea Kehabilitation Consultative Groups. The group have inspected 
the trial grass sowing plots and have called for submissions of 
their respective agency/group specific areas of interest/imput. 


Cons. Co-ord:~ Preparing a submission on the Draft Wetlands Cons~ 
ervation Statement. Preparing a submission on he: Dep trees Celso Lire 
Warragul Management Plans for Moondarra and Tyers Parks. Received 
from the Ministry of Planning: and Environment the annual report of 
the State of Environment in Victoria. 


Next. business meeting:- at the home of Mr & Mrs. J. Blucher, 
Jeeralang West Road, Jeeralang Junction. 7.30p.m. 20th August. 
Supper roster:~ _ Mrs. Jessie Burns and Mrs. Peg Wall. 


Miss Jean Galbraith received a letter from the L.C.C. stating that: - 
the trees mentioned by Mr. Marchalek were under review and were 
safe for the next two. years, when a new appraisal will be taken. 


Mrs. Iris Peterson brought to our notice that-the cairn and 
surrounding areas at Peterson's Lookout have been vandalised. C.F. 
&6L. have the situation in hand. sare 


We shall surely miss our esteemed friend and member , Mrs Nora 
Purbrick who passed away on the. 14th July. our deepest sympathy 
has been conveyed to Jane and her family. | a 


We regret the death of Mr Simon Belgraver, of Moe, after a very 
long illness. He was secretary of the Club for 10 years preceed~ 
ing Mrs. Iris Peterson. Our deepest sympathy is conveyed to Mrs. 
Belgraver and her family. 
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COMING EVENTS 
LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. INC. 


Meeting Friday 26th September 1986 
Speaker Mr. J. Brooks 

Subject Gascoyne area W.A. 

Meeting place Garfield Cool Store 10.00a.m. 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 


DATE Ce ane {ae om Monday 6th*October 
PLACE S.E.C. Overburden High Dump 
Yallourn. 
MEETING Main Gates, Yallourn Power Station 
; near Latrobe River. 
TIME 10.00a.m. 
Further information ring 74 8117 
EXTRA EXCURSION Bus trip 
DATE Saturday llth October 
PLACE Annexe of Botanic Gardens, Cranbourne 


Further information contact Sec. 


LLL LLC CL CC CL A AEA Nn 


TRARALGON F.N.C. . Contact Secretary:- 
D.H. Fitzgerald 
P.0.Box 175 
Churchill 3842 
Tel. 051 22 1204 


ee 
WARRAGUL F.N.C. 
Monthly excursions Contact Secretary:- 
Mr. F. Hanley 
9, Princes Highway 


Warragul 
Tel. (056 +23) 2717 


ee ee ee 
FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK 


MEETING DATE Sunday 12th October 
OCCUPATION Koala Survey 
FURTHER INFORMATION Gail 22 1478 or Yvonne 22 2597 
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FUNSI 


Those members of the Latrobe Valley Field Naturalist Club who 
had been looking forward to Mr. Bruce Fuhrer's talk on fungi were 
certainly not disappointed. The hall was well filled and he gave 
us a good night. Hae 

In his introductory address Mr Fuhrer touched briefly on the 
funny ways of fungi and his dry little asides brought forth frequent 
bursts of laughter. His knowledge of the fungi has increased 
enormously since, as he so rudely insinuated, he first met us in 
the field some forty-eight years ago! From what I can gather Bruce 
is in the happy position of meeting many visiting mycologists from 
overseas and escorting them to the best localities to see our fungi. 
I’m sure they would benefit as much from his knowledge as he from 
theirs. 


Bruce has a strong interest in the lichens and liverworts and 
mentioned a trip down the South Australian coast in search of the 
rare and microscopic ones. The party turned up some seventeen 
undescribed species! gt 

He spoke of the role of fungi in relation to green plants, some 
are pathogenic like the Cinnamon and the Honey Fungus. Others are 
beneficial to their hosts the trees, such as Amanita, Lactarius 
and Boletus. 

First and most eye-catching of his slides was the lovely red 
Amanita with the Coconut sprinkled on top. Then came a series of 
very distorted white gilled toadstools with shrunken caps and dis- 
tended stipes. These, surprisingly, were the red Amanita affected 
by a virus which renders them unrecognisable. We have found them 
in pine forests and wondered. Then followed a bewildering array 
of beautifully photographed mushrooms and toadstools, some large 


-and showy, some quite minute. Some that I recall are the crimson 
‘Tyromyces on show gums and Beech trees. Suillus of the Boletus 
tribe always found under Douglas Fir. Calastoma, “Pressure Paks" 
to me. Bruce has recently had one of these named in his honour 
and we forgot to congratulate him! Vibrissias, like bottle- . 
green pins, have fat round heads. Gymnopyrus came up in sheets 
after the Ash Wednesday fires. So it went on. People will > 


recall different things as a slide caught their fancy. Before the 
show finished I, for one, realised how little I really knew about 
.this most difficult and fascinating part of the plant world. 


In conclusion half a dozen slides of mosses and liverworts were 
shown and many questions were asked of the speaker. 

Our President, Miss Purbrick, thanked Mr Fuhrer on behalf of all 
present and presented him with a gift plate made by Mr Ollie 
Thompson. 

Several members had brought in tempting trays of toadstools 
that attracted much interest, one of these, Podoserpula, with the 
tiered "leaves", quite uncommon, 


Sales Officer of the Field Naturalist Club of Victoria Mrs. 
Stanford brought along a wide selection of books on natural 
history and seemed to do good business. ; r 

The evening finished with the usual welcome ‘cuppa’. 


Ellen Lyndon. 
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THE 'BIRDO'S' HAD A FIELD DAY! 


The feeling of spring must have been in the air, on our: bird 
excursion in. August. For the short time we were out a record 
count of ‘forty-seven species of birds were seen. ; 

Our first sightings were along the old original Walhalla Road 
out from Toongabbie, and when travelling towards the pine planta- 
tlons we were delighted to see a large flock of Yellow-tailed 
Black Cockatoos (we counted 70) flying out of the pine plantations, 
which incidentally were in flower. We proceeded to Cowwarr Weir 
tor lunch, and whilst enjoying the sunshine and fellowship of our 
companions we watched a small flock of Satin Bower Birds in vary- 
ing stages of maturity, (about 15) feeding on the lawns. Our 
second surprise for the day. 

The wildflowers that were in bloom added a bright touch of: 
colour to the sombre green trees, namely Acacia genistifolia 
Spreading Wattle, A.pycnantha Golden Wattle, pacris impressa 
Native heath, and one trailer of Hardenbergia violacea. 

Altogether a very enjoyable and fruitful day! 


1) 15 ah 


'. YELLOW-TAILED -BLACK COCKATOOS 


On a visit to Holey Plains State Park in July we were delighted 
to see a large flock of Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos. As we are 
taking part in the survey for these birds we decided to try and 
count them. . The birds were amongst the pines and about twenty- 
five flew across the track into the adjacent natural bushland. 
Ollie suggested he go into the bushland and see if he could 
persuade the birds to. fly back into the pines as we thought there 
were more than twenty-five in the bushland. We wanted to count 
them. lowever we did not allow for the curiosity of the cockatoos. 
When Ollie went into the bush they flew around above him but made 
no effort to fly away. In fact the calling, that was almost 
continuous, brought more birds out of the pines into the bushland. 
At one time Ollie counted fifty birds perched in one tree near him. 
Many of the. birds were carrying pine cones. We guessed that there 
were over one hundred birds; but could not be more accurate than 
that. We walked amongst the pines to see if the birds were feed- 
ing on the pine cones or just playing with them. On the ground 
under the pines were hosts of chewed pine cones. There was a ring 
of scales at the base of the cone but the remainder was either miss-~ 
ing or shredded. Obviously the birds were feeding. In “A Field 
Guide to the Birds of Australia" Graham Pizzey says that the birds 
are seen in pairs, family trios and small flocks to Autumn and 
winter flocks of hundreds. So apparently we had seen a winter 


flock. Bon Thompson. 


UNIDENTIFIED PLANTS ON EXCURSIONS 


On the. bird excursion to Cowwarr in August there was a plant 
with a cluster of small pink tubular flowers with burgundy tips. 
It was the Wall Fumitory - Fumaria muralis. The leaves were. 
divided into segments that were usually three-lobed. The plants 
are annuals with weak angular stems. The Wall Fumitory has been 
introduced from the Mediterranean region and is a common weed of 


{2 
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cultivated ground and waste areas. It is known to have been 
prescribed in herbal medicine of Europe for tonics and skin 
complaints. 


References:-, A Field Guide to Weeds of Australia C.Lamp & F.Collet 
A Handbook to Plants in Victoria Vol.11 J.H.Willis 
A History of Herbal Plants. “‘R. LeStrange. 


On the fungi excursion to Taronga Falls in June several fenbene 
asked the name of a plant twining around a rush plant. The plant 
was Convolvulus arvensis - Common Bindweed. It was a prostrate, 
twining perennial with arrow-~head ° shaped leaves with basal lobes. 
There were smooth globular, pointed black seed capsules present. 
This plant is.a declared noxious weed for the whole of Victoria 
(except the metropolitan area) and also for South Australia, 
Western Australia, Tasmania and parts of New South Wales. In less 
than seven months a seedling can achieve a radial spread of up to 
ten feet in suitable conditions. It has spread through-out. most 
temperate areas of the world and was introduced into Australia. 
where, by 1893, it was naturalised in Victoria. The seed has a 
hard coat which allows it to remain dormant for many years. There | 
is some evidence of seeds retaining their viability for up to forty 
years. Of course the specimen I brought home to Agentity, finished 
up in the fire. 


Reference:- Noxious Weeds of Victoria W.T.Parsons. 


Bon Thompson.. 


EGRET SIGHTINGS and OBSERVATIONS 


Sightings: are being recorded of all Egrets by the “Australian 
Bird Banding’ Scheme", as to where they are breeding. Bird Observ--. 
ers could make note of the location, number of Egrets, habitat,: any 
other birds in the company, and behaviour (feeding, roosting and 
nesting). Particular note should be made of any leg bands or wing 
tags.’ Any information recorded could be given to sist June Lubeke 


Bird - Recording Officer. 
ee Lubeke 


SENTRY DUTY 


During the past few days I have been watching from my workshop 
Gg eaee the New Holland Honeyeaters feeding on the grevilleas in my 
garden. I also noticed a male Blackbird perched on a tree close by. 
“The cat from next door came creeping along the fence intending to 
~. make a feast of. the bird-s?? I was about to go-out to chase it 


away. when the Blackbird gave its usual warning cry and the honey- 


eaters left the grevilleas and flew into the tree alongside the 
- Blackbird. It would seem even different. species of birds do 
“= protect each other! I did chase the cat away, and after a while 
the honeyeaters resumed their feeding with the EC Kel aes on 


sentry duty!? i 
stim Wall 
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REHABILITATION OF OVERBURDEN 


Our guest speakers for the evening were Mr Ian Esposito and 
Me. John Bywater, both from State Electricity Commission Victoria. 

Tan is based in Melbourne and works with the Fuel Department 
which has the responsibility of the planning for rehabilitation 
of the open cuts and overburden disposal areas. 

In 1985 a draft policy was presented to the public for comment 
and submissions. In April 1986 the finalized policy was issued. 
Copies of this policy were made available to members of the Club. 

Ian then outlined some past policies:- 

1934 -- seeding of overburden was commenced on the Yallourn 
North open cut. 
During the 50's, 60's,and 70's, the Yallourn North extension 


open cut was also planted over. 

As coal is more plentiful than overburden there will only 
be limited opportunity to completely backfill worked out 
open cuts. 

Tan then made comment on present practices:- 

State Electricity Commission Victoria hopes to present a plan 
for rehabilitation of the Morwell open cut by December 1986. It is 
expected this plan will be operable early 1987. Further works are 
proposed for the Yallourn production centre at Eastfield and Savige's 
Track. At Eastfield plans have been prepared and a land capability 
assessment has been carried out by Monash University. Recommend~ 
ations of that study which relate to soil treatment and vegetation 
have been incorporated in the proposed work. 

Monash University are currently undertaking a land capability 
assessment at Savige's Track and these recommendations will also be 
incorporated in the proposed works. 


Natural vegetation is to be the main aim of rehabilitation... 


John Bywater is based at Morwell and is the State Electricity 
Commission Rural Services Officer. 

John gave a perspective on rehabilitation at present. Open | 
cut mining is having a major impact on the environment in Australia. 
Until the 1970's there had been no legal conditions placed upon 


‘open cut mining; 1971 saw a change in this, consideration had to 
be taken of how the mine would advance across the country, the 
effects of erosion and overburden dumps on the environment. 

A comparison of United States America, England and West Germany 
was given on policy requirements for rehabilitdtion. John then 
showed a series of slides on the impact of rehabilitation in the 
Hunter Valley, New South Wales. Initially no rehabilitation was 
implemented. Then began the rehabilitation of old areas bringing 4 
the landscape back as close to the original as possible.. The areas 
were grassed over before the planting of trees. 

The 5.E.C.V. rehabilitation policy for open cuts and overburden 
disposal areas states:- 

The S.E.C.V's operations in the Latrobe Valley are organised 
into three production centres - Yallourn, Morwell and Loy 
Yang. 

The S.E.C. proposes to develop through consultation with Govern- 
ment Agencies and community groups rehabilitation plans for each of 
the production centres and to make these plans available for public 
comment. over the next two to three years. 

Rehabilitation performance monitoring will provide a measure of 
achievement of rehabilitation objectives in planning and SENS RCO 
ation. 


ee 
= 
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Mr Ian McDonald who had worked on earlier rehabilitation 
practices for the S.E.C.V. gave an outline of the establishment of 
these practices in rehabilitating the overburden of the Yallourn 
North open cut. Ian explained to members why pine seedlings were 
used for rehabilitating the overburden. 

Question time brought this very informative evening to a close. 


Helen Jones. 


SUMMARY OF NATIVE FISH RESEARCH ~ TRARALGON CREEK 


Mr. Harasymiw “a8 was the guest speaker for the May die ee 
commenced his talk by explaining the purpose of the research study; 
which is to assess the effects of discharge from Loy Yang on the 
streams water quality and ecology. Also the effects of the. discharge 
to provide sound basis for future re~licensing to comply with the 
objectives of the State Environment Policy for waters of the IMeheeOLS: 
River Catchment. 

The environmental values of the Traralgon Creek for the’ Bene nice 
ial communities uses, which must be protected are as follows: 

Agriculture supply 

Industrial supply 

Passage of fish 

Maintenance and preservation of bank vegetation 
Production of all aquatic life 
Flushing of rivers downstream 

Recreation - secondary contact and passive. 

Prior to 1984 no investigation into water quality had been once 
or an effects study on aquatic life in streams. 

Various methods were tried some proving to be unsuccessful 
either due to loss of equipment or seasonal causes? flooding etc. 
the following studies were carried out: 

Temperature Light asastaation 
Settleable matter Survey of fish population 

Some methods used, were Seine nets of which three mesh sizes 
were used = because of the prevalence of snags, and the influence 
of currents, these were mainly used in the Latrobe River and pool’ 
sections of the Traralgon Creek. Electrofisher Units were used 
but unfortunately due to loss ‘of equipment only a thet We test 
could be carried out. ; 

Fyke nets constructed of a 9mm, mesh were used in the trapping: 
programme and were set-in pairs, one facing MAPERSF SENN one seo 
downstream, separated by a leader netting. ig 

Water current velocities in the vicinity of the SENOS were 
measured using a Pygmy Gurly flow meter. 

The data collected up to date indicates that the Loy Yang 
discharge could have an adverse influence on the distribution and 
abundance of Tupong,. Brown Trout, Pygmy Perch and the Platypus. 
There is a possibility that through various developments on the 
major tributory streams, several migratory species may be lost 
from the Latrobe River. once Further studies are still 
being carried out. een 


Beryl Matthews 
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SUMMARY OF BUSINESS MEETING ON 20th AUGUST 1986 


Corres. in:- Mrs. Belgraver ~ letter of thanks., C.C.V. News. ,C.C.V. 


Agenda € Minutes., S.G.A.P. -Wildflower Show., Australian Post _ 
Registration., L.R.C. = thanks for Club submission "Frame of the 


Puture”., Conservation Covenants. ,Nature Territory., The Weta. , 
Govt. in Focus., North Eastern Naturalist., Victorian Naturalist. , 
G.I.A.E., - re subscription to the Naturalist., Channel 8 T.V. - 

re aggregation., Gippsland Writer Magazine., Duncan Forester - 
Feathers € Fur., Museum'Victoria'., Animal Rights. (Animal Liber- 
ation)., Parliament of Victoria ~ Morwell National Park., Friends of 
Morwell National Park. . 


Corres. out:- S.E.C. - thanks for speakers and excursion. , Environ- 
mental Centre - no vote for separation. 


Finance:- Bank balance $678.29. Paper cups $29.77. Donations 
received $5.00 and $200.00. = P.A.System. 


Cons. Co-ord.:- Request from Dept. Planning & Environment - list 
of plants for new section of road from Tarra Valley to Yarram. 
Visited Dutson Downs with Mr John Neville and Mr. C. MeCubbin ~ 
re effects on Lake Reeve and environmental level. Mr. Thompson 
went with R.C.A. to Wetlands between the two bridges on the new 
Morwell diversion. Submission on Flora and Fauna Guarantee was 
received by the C.F.&L., letter re Wetlands Moondarra and Tyers 
State Park sent to C.F.&.L., Able to assist Police by identify- 
ing grasses. Reccived L.V. Outfall Environmental and Ecology 
Statement. 


Report from Mr J. Blucher:~ Primary producers now represented. 
Areas of interest of Committee men identified. Sub Committee 
reviewing inflow on possible uses that was presented at the meeting. 


Koala survey:- President Miss Jane Purbrick has the necessary forms. 
Report from Mr J. Wall - new plaque on cairn at Peterson's Lookout. 
Meeting venues:~ discussion held - would Club members inquire about 
suitable venue for business meetings to accommodate approximately 

14 persons: 4 

Next meeting:~ Mr & Mrs J. Wall, 156, Kay Street, Traralgon 7.30.p.m. 


F 24th September. 
Supper roster:- Mrs. V. Curzen and Mrs. M. Sterkenberg. 
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DETAILS OF COMTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS. 
NE Bo PU LbUWS 


CLUB 
LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. INC. 
Sonn ttt en nn rereenrencaaaneneanantreTeaiepaaceasteemmeniereg ST 


SALE F.N.C. 
TRARALGON F.N.C. 


WARRAGUL: FNC. 
BAIRNSDALE F.N.C. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 


HON. SECRETARY 


Mrs. F. Blucher 
PeOn Box sol 
Morwell 3840 
ely 2 Ales} 


Mr. D. C. Macreadie 
Stoney Creek Road 
Cowwarr 3857 

Ph. 4&8 9252 


Mr .D.H.Fitzgerald 
P.0.Box 175 
Churchill 3842 — 
Ph. O51 22 1104 


MEETING 


7.30p.m. on 4th Friday 
each month, at 

Reg. Education Centre 
Kirk Street, Moe.3825 


8.00p.m. on Ist. Friday 
each Monday Room 13 
Continuing Education 
Centre, Raymond St, 
Sale. 3850 


8.00p.m. on Ist Friday 


-Each month, at L.V. 


Education Building 


- Kosciusko St. School 


- Traralgon 38uy 


Mr. F. Hanley 

9, Princes Highway 
Warragul 3820 

lige 0/5 Gieos mea7itta7 


Mrs. D. Hillard 
11, Enid Street, 
Bairnsdale 3875 
Ph. 051 52 3486 


Due March 31st. Payable to Hon. Treasurer 


NATURALIST $6.00 


FAMILY $10.00 


Subscription includes the Naturalist. 


Monthly excursion 
Contact secretary. 


8.00p.m. on 3rd Friday 
each month at 
C.W.A. Hala 


Bairnsdale 3875 


Mrs. A. Stewart, 
IPs(0).; lefopre ALi) 
Newborough 3825 


SINGLE MEMBERS $8.00 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST is the official publication of the Latrobe 
Valley Field Naturalist Club. 


Contributions on any aspect of Natural History are invited from 
MEMBERS OF ALL CLUBS and should be addressed to:- 


Hon. Editor, 

Mrs. L. Long, 

99, Chamberlain Road, 
NEWBOROUGH 3825 
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Registered by Australia Post 
Publication No.VBH 1569 

If Undeliverable return to 
14 Barry Street Morwell 3840 
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ee OU NO, ET YUCLODER 1986 
COMING EVENTS 

LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C.INC. 


Meeting Friday 24th October 1986 
Speaker Mr. Peter Turner 

Subject Grasses 

Excursion Gormandale Hall 10.00a.m. 


Visiting Willung, Taylors Road, 
Lime Pit Road. 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 


Date Monday 3rd November 1986 

Place Birds Gully 

Meeting Thorpdale Turn off on the 
Morwell-Mirboo North Road, 
Driffield. 

Time 10.00a.m. 

PLEASE NOTE 

Excursion The Zoo 

Date 29.11.1986 

Bus Pick up Traralgon opposite the Hospital 


Morwell, bus stop ~- Jane Street Bridge 
Moe opposite - Railway Station 


Cost $8.00 to be paid at October meeting. 
wee 
TRARALGON F.N.C. _ Contact Secretary:-~- 


D.H. Fitzgerald 
IeOhyinfers 17/5) 
Churchill 3842 
Tel. O51 22 1104 


WARRAGUL F.N.C. 


Monthly excursions Contact Secretary:- 
Mr. F. Hanley 
9. Princes Highway 
Warragul 
Tel. 056 23 2707 


ee 
FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK 


Meeting Date Sth November 1986 
Occupation Walk southern areas abounding the 
park 


Further information Gail 22 1478 or Yvonne 22 2597 
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“FROM CAPE HOWE TO THE- COBBERAS" 


Mn, fear Costermans took the very well attended meena on a 
pictorial trip from Cape Howe to the Cobberas in the south-east 
corner of the continent, on the border between Victoria and New 
South Wales. . 

The border means nothing to the plants of the area and is. 
little more than a reference point botanically. 

COASTAL The first set of excellent slides dealt with “thes 
coastal area around Mallacoota Inlet. (a system of drowned river 
valleys). An early morning walk to the Inlet resulted in inter- 
esting slides of a Kangaroo taking a constitutional in the ocean. 
Fitness freak or tick-control? 


Coast banksia Banksia integrifolia was shown on the sei and 
Melaleuca armillaris on rocky outcrops. Scrambling over the rocks 


is Sea Box Alyxia buxifolia with assymetrical flowers and red fruit. 
Cush Bush Cal 


The common Cushion Bus ocephalus brownii found here but does: 
not quite make if into New South Wales. 
HEATHLANDS Extensive heathlands on leached sands behind phe’ 


dunes carry an abundance of species in a concentrated area. 

Banksia serrata, although smaller than in forest areas, abounds 
here. At the mouth of the Betka River Bossiaea ensata, common to 
the Sydney region, makes its sole Victorian appearance. A variable 
widespread plant in the border area is Platysace lanceolata. The 
Persoonias (Geebungs) are well represented in the heat ands. A 
recently discovered border-hopper is Mirbelia vubiifolia which is 

also common in the Sydney sandstone region. 


JUNGLE Inland are small sheltered remnants of jungle, in 
gullies with southerly aspects. The Sandpaper Fig Ficus coronata 
is found along with the Pencil Cedar Polyscias murrayi and the 
Leatherwood Eucryphia moorei,Bolwarra Eupomatia laurina with its 
scented flowers is a jungle plant. ee 

MISCELLANEOUS In.New South Wales but not in Victoria (we tpusey 
the forest may come right down to the sea. A common eucalypt in 
New South Wales coastal forest is Silvertop Ash Eucalyptus seiberi- 
The Woolly Grevillea Grevillea lanigera is a common coastal plant - 
Westringia fruiticosa is: found on rocky headlands in New South» 
Wales. — 

Of the swamp site the Sem Heath Sprengelia incarnata with 
its crowded racemes of flowers and bracts is particularly beautiful. 
MIXED FORESTS 5. sieberi, which is common as far'as Sydney © 
varies from a tall tree in the lower country to a "mallee". growth ~ 

in the mountains. They are prolific on dry northern. slopes. This 
eucalypt can be identified by its dark grey fissured bark, smooth 
white branches and.red new growth. The widespread Angophora flor- 
ibunda often mistaken for a stringybark, can be identified by its 
opposite adult leaves and capless buds. The Mahogany..gum E. botry~ 
oides is a large East Gippsland eucalypt. River Peppermint E.elata 
grows in the gullies. Both Callitris rhomboidea and Howittea trilo= — 
cularis occur.'* this locality and in the Grampians but not in oe 
between. die FS 
Persoonias and Pomaderris are well represented. Pomaderris can 


only be readily identified by the flowersswhich poses a problem,as 
the flowering period is very brief. The Rock Waxflower Eriostemon 


trachyphylleus is a very attractive plant. 
MOUNT THEAY IMLAY On Mount Imlay near Eden, there are fine views ‘to: 


Green Cape. n Cape. Recently Leon came across masses of Boronia melleri 
in flower under E. seiberi on the mountains. On the southern slopes 
of Mount Imlay there are pockets of high~level rain Bea: 

Peps 5 
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RIVERS AND CREEKS Backhousia myrtifolia does not make it into 
Victoria but Baeckea virgata 1s common along the waterways both 
sides of the border. Callistemon SUDULACUS is beautiful in flower 
along the streams of the area. 

Leon has only seen Commersonia eases eon holes in its leaves, 
so thats the way he's drawn it in his Dook. . 
ERRINUNDRA On the Errinundra plateau Sassafras Athevosperina 

untain Plum 


moschatum, the Gippsland Waratah Telopea oreades, Mo 
Pine 


Podocarpus lawrencei and other rainforest plants mix with 
Shining Gums -E; nitens 
The tall species of Plum Pine, up to ten metres, found on the 


plateau are hundreds of years. old. 

MONTANE Alpine Ash E. delegatensis is found above 900 metres 
in the Mount Delegate area. nsect "scribbles" are a feature in 
the bark .of this eucalypt and the related White Ash and Snow Gum. 

SNOWY VALLEY “RAINSHADOW" *~~ ' Cypress Pine Callitris colum- 
ellaris White Box E. albens cover the hills in this area whic 
tend to be very dry. Kurrajong Brachychiton populneus which has 
insignificant but beautiful flowers is found here. 

The excursion ended at the Cobberas (Aboriginal for “head"). with 
Spe Culeue ay views. 

Leon's masterful presentation of the subject, lightly spiced 
with his dry humour, was much appreciated by the large audience. 


Bea Roberts &€ John Mewett. 


PATTERN OF FLORA TYPES FOLLOWS GEOLOGICAL SEQUENCE 


Mr Leon Costermans has shown in his book "Native Trees and 
Shrubs. of South Eastern Australia published by Rigby, that field ; 
geologists can obtain a fair indication of the geological sequence. 
by observing the pattern of the flora. sal 

On Saturday morning the 23rd of August a convoy of some dozen 
vehicles filled-with enthusiastic Naturalists set out from Moe at. 
10.30 to have demonstrated to them such correlations on the way to 
Mount Erica. . eo 

About three - kilometres out of Moe on the Tanjil River flats we 
noted Erect Hovea Hovea linearis but its purple flowers were not 
open, common white heath Epacris impressa in full bloom, honeypot 
heath Acrotriche serrulata, heath tea tree seeioe Veen myrsinoides 
prickly tea tree L. juniperinium, silver wattle Acacia dealbata. 
Seaare pear peppermint Eucalyptus radiata, silver. banksia Banksia 
marginata saw ‘banksia B.serrata, ‘hair-pin banksia B.spinulosa . 

As we continued across the rising Tertiary sands, the size of. 
the Upper Storey increased steadily and as we went through the 
Moondarra State Park, we noted Prickly Stringybark trees Eucalyptus 
consideniana. 

roached the Tyers River crossing we noted that the road 


cut through Lower Devonian sandstone bedrock: we stopped when we 
crossed the Tyers and noted the following gpecies along the stream:- 


Boot lace bush Pimelea axiflora 
Mint bush Prosthanthera Lasianthos 


Prickly currant bush Coprosma quadririda 
Rough Hazel pomaderris omaderris. aspera ~ 
Manna gum Eucalyptus viminalis 
Mountain Grey gum »_ Cypellocarpa 
/3 
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Messmate Eucalyptus obliqua .... 
Apple box E. bridgesiana . 
Narrow-leaf peppermint E. radiata 
Hop Goodenia - Goodenia ovata with bright yellow 
. lowers 


-Long-leaf Lomatia Lomatia myricoides . 

We now travelled up over older basalt, an area characterised by 
the very red soil,and observed that by the time we had reached 
Parker's Corner we were back on Lower Devonian sedimentary rock: 
the next several kilometres were traversed over the Metamorphic 
Aureole and we noted that the Understorey was getting more dense. 
A very short stop enabled mountain hickory Acacia obliquinervia 
to be identified. 

By the time we had reached the Mount Erica road turnoff we 
could see.that the regrowth of mountain ash E, peepee was already 
towering over the lower storeys. When we stopped at the start of 
the alpane walking track we identified the following:- 

The bedrock was now granite. 

Myrtle beech Northofagus cunninghamii 

Mush daisy-bush Olearia argophylia 

Austral mulberry Hedycara augustifolia 

Mountain correa Correa lawrencia with its green _ 
flowers ya 

Elderberry panax Polyscias sambucifolius 

These plants were growing on the “Montane” range, and at about 
600metres altitude. 

We then proceeded to the car park at about 1050metres altitude © 
and had lunch before we walked along the next section of the road 
and identified the following:- 


Shining gum E. nitens 
Tingiringi gum E. glaucescens 


Sassafras Atherosperma moschatum 
Downy cascade everlasting Helichrysum secundiflorum 
Cascade everlasting . thyrsoideum 
-Mountain beard heath © ucopogon suaveolens 


e P S 
Drooping beard heath » gelidus in bud 


’ Sub-alpine beard heath L. maccraei no berries 
Mountain pepper Tasmannia lanceolata 


ery now we had reached the second car park, and, as the weather 
was starting to break up, we made our way back to the cars iste! 
thence home. 

Thanks Leon for a very interesting outing: 


Jim Blucher. 


DRAMA ON THE ROAD! 


Travelling along the Darriman -~Seaspray Road on Sunday after~ 
noon, we were forced off the bitumen. onto the gravel by an oncom- 
ing car, We suddenly noticed in our path a bird with its wings 
outspread, which stood its ground when we tried to avoidhitting it. 
Thinking it had been injured, we stopped the car, got out and walked 
back to have a look, wereas the bird which was a female STEEN 
Plover immediately took off down the road at a run. 

Where the Plover had been we saw a nest which was a Bhathlow 
depression in the gravel, carefully lined with short pieces of twigs 
and in the centre three eggs. They were a little smaller than a 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST (4) ISSUE NO. 274 OCTOBER 1986 
DRAMA ON THE ROAD.... 


hens egg, and their colour brown-olive with dark markings. We 
noticed that the bird had stopped about fifty metres along the 
road where her mate joined her. Photographs were taken, and a 
rough measurement was taken. From the nest to the bitumen, it 
was approximately three feet. Not worrying the birds unduly we 
carried on our way, hoping that the eggs and the Plover will 
survive other traffic coming through! 


BOJUP. 


AN EGRET QUESTION? 


For some. years during the 1930's and early 40's we used to 
notice one White Egret feeding in a shallow lagoon, on the west 
side of the Latrobe River (west of Tyers Road bridge). It appear- 
ed in the autumn and disappeared before the spring. It was in non- 
breeding plumage (i.e. no plumes) and was, whenever we saw it, in 
one-of.the same two lagoons. ; 

We assumed that it went north for the breeding season but it 
Cor its double) reappeared every autumn. 

For many years now I haven't noticed it, but this year a White 
Egret has been feeding in one of those two lagoons. Neither I, 
nor my father, who, first noticed it, ever saw more than one, and 
that one always in those two shallow lagoons near the road. 

How many Egret generations, I wonder are needed to bridge the 
years between 1945 and.1986? 


Jean Galbraith. 


SPIDER 


In January, in the Traralgon South Reserve, we found the “home” 
or egg sac of a little spider. It was on the leaf of a Lomandra 
longifolia. The end of the leaf was folded so that it made a 
pointed turret. What attracted our attention was the faet that the 
turret was decorated with the husks of Fog Grass that grew nearby. 
Of course we did not know what inhabited this tiny home but suspected 
it might be a spider. As we carried it back to the car to photograph 
the "home", a little green-spider.emerged. The abdomen of the spider 
was about the same size, -shape and colour as the husks of the Fog 
Grass. I have logked in all our books but cannot find any reference 
to any spider that decorated its home or egg sac. Obviously our 
books are inadequate. If the spider wishes to sit on the outside 


of its "home" to catch its prey it would be very well camouflaged. 


Further observations showed that the spider did not appear to 
spin a web to catch its prey. If this is so then the spider may 


belong to the hunters such as jumping spiders, crab spiders and 
the like. 


Bon Thompson. 
? 2? XMAS PRESENTS ? ? 


Now is the time to order your National Parks Calendar for 1987. 
Orders are now being taken. 
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A NOTE ON THE PIED CURRAWONG 


Ex city dweller that I am I was surprised in May this year to see 
three large black birds with white markings on the wings land on 
one small flowering gum tree in our front garden. On consulting 
Graham Pizzey's book I soon identified them as Pied Currawong 
(Strepera graculina) however the question was why visit such a 

small tree when they were such large birds? Reflection soon 
brought back to me that last year that tree had an over-population 
of cup-moth larvae that soon pupated and their cocoons looked like 
seed pods on the branches (There were few leaves left) Some weeks 
later, at the beginning of winter all the cocoons had disappeared 
except for a few broken remanents on the branches. This year there : 
was one cup moth larva and one cocoon. After the Pied Currawongs — 
visit it had disappeared so the inference is obvious I think. 
Needless to say the gum trees had many more leaves on it this year. 


Barbara Nielson. 


A SUGGESTED PROJECT FOR THE BIRD GROUP OF THE CLUB.....- 


List the Bellbird Colonies in Victoria 
Historical and Modern. For instance:- 


In the 1890's, before the country was so thoroughly cleared 
there was a colony on the river where the Coast Road crosses the 
Tarwin, a few miles out of Leongatha. 

An early history of Sale mentions a colony on the Tambo before 
one reaches Ensay, I think they may still be heard there today. 

In 1853 there was a colony on Merriman's Creek not far down 
stream from the present South Gippsland Highway. 

On a boat trip from Lakes Entrance to Metung bellbirds may be 
clearly heard today on the northern shores of the lake. 

One drives through a bellbird colony going from the Princes 
Highway towards Beaconsfield. ' 

Latrobe Valley Naturalists probably holds many other records. 


AN OBJECT OF INSPIRATION 


On my way to work each morning I walk past a fine old Gippsland 
Blue Gum Eucalyptus globulus?, in the Moe Railway car park. - For 
most of the year I am preoccupied with the affairs of my world and 
fail to notice the tree. However, each winter the tree's presence 
is dramatically brought to my attention by a flock of Wattle birds 
noisily feeding in it. Jolted out of my ruminations I look up to 
see the magnificent veteran in full flower with a dozen or so 
quarrelling Wattle Birds darting in and out of the foliage. Immed- 
jately the "fog" lifts and I finish the walk to work with a lighter 
step. 


John Mewett. 
Extract from a letter from Mrs. W. Belgraver reads:- 
‘My children and I. would like to thank members of the Latrobe — 
Valley Field Naturalist Club for the flowers and kindness shown 


to us after the loss of my husband. Simon's years with the Field 
Naturalists were a time of great enjoyment for him." 


(Signed) Willy Belgraver" 
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SUMMARY OF BUSINESS MEETING HELD ON 24th SEPTEMBER 1986... 


Corres. in:- Water Resources Management Report Series., Policy for 
the Production of S.E.C.V. Latrobe Valley Assets From Rural Fires.,. 


M.U.P. ~ re Ferns and Allied Plants., C.C.V. - re Request for repre- ” 


sentative in the Warragul area.s on timber harvesting., C.C.V. = re 
Logging areas., C.C.V - L.V.W.S. Environmental Effects Statement. , 
Save Gippsland Lakes - re Funding C.E.P. for River Management. , 
Professional Organisations Against Nuclear Armament., Friends of 
Morwell National Park - re Koala Survey. ,Mr.Barry Traill-re Gunyah 
Avea., Nature Territory., S.G.A.P., Ecos., Coal Corporation Victoria 
~ Annual Report. 


Corres out:- Letter of thanks to Mr Leon Costermans. 


Pinance:- Bank balance $946.52. Two accounts passed for payment 


$126.00. and $7.00. 
Report from Mr. Jim Blucher:~ Morwell open Cut and Overburden 


Disposal Area Rehabilitation Committee reported on the progress of 
several research projects and on the progress towards selection of 

a firm of consultants who will assist with a wide range of technical 
- aspects of the work. - : 


Mir. Ross Scott of River Improvement Trust. addressed the committee 
Ona Cm RPeseP ros ec tee ; 


Cons. Co-ord.:- Timber Strategy purchased. , Proposed Recommendations 
of the Melbourne Study Area received. Letter of appreciation sent _ 
to the Administration Department of the Blue Rock Dam - reply 
received from the General Manager. Letter from the Ministry of 
Planning & Environment - re Bibliography on Trees and their 
Relationship with Rural E2onomic Ecology Productivity. Booklet 
from Ministry of Planning & Environment - re Land Use Guide Lines 
Latrobe Region. Very comprehensive submission on the Dutson 
Latrobe Valley Ocean Outfall - read and approved. 


NEXT BUSINE 
CHURCHILL 


SS MEETING ~ CO-OPERATING CHURCH, WILLIAMS AVENUE, - 
d 30 oM, ; eee. 


Supper Roster:~ M/s. G. Trainor and Mrs. B. Thompson. 


The Magazine:- Please may I have more short articles for YOUR 
" magazine. Acting Editor. 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST 


DETAILS OF COMTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS. 
CLUB HON. SECRETARY 


LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. ING. Mrs. F. Blucher 
P.O. Box 334 
Morwell 3840 
Wedel 7272 ASS 


SALE F.N.C. Mr. D. C. Macreadie 
Stoney Creek Road 
Cowwarr 3857 
Ph. 48 9251 


TRARALGON F.N.C. AS Mr.D.H.Fitzgerald~ 
ari P.0.Box 175 
Churchill 3842 
Ph. 051 22 1104 


WARRAGUL F.N.C. Mr, F. Hanley 
3 9, Princes Highway 
Warragul 3820 
Ph. 056 23 2747 


BAIRNSDALE F.N.C. Mrs. D. Hillard 
11, Enid Street, 
Bairnsdale 3875 
Ph. 051 52 3486 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 


Due March 31st. Payable to Hon. Treasurer 


NATURALIST $6.00 FAMILY $10.00 


Subseription includes the Naturalist. 


MEETING 


7.30p.m. on 4th Friday 
each month, at 

Reg. Education Centre 
Kirk Street, Moe.3825 


8.00p.m. on 1st. Friday 
each Monday Room 13 
Continuing Education © 
Centre, Raymond St, 
Sale.3850 


“g,00p.m. on ist Friday 


Each month, at L.V. 
Education Building 
Kosciusko St. School 
Traralgon 3844 


Monthly excursion 
Contact secretary. 


8.00p.m. on 3rd Friday 
each month at 

C.W.A. Hall 

Bairnsdale 3875 


Mrs. A. Stewart, 
P.O. Box 169 
Newborough 3825 


SINGLE MEMBERS $8.00 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST is the official publication of the Latrobe 


Valley Field Naturalist Club. 


Contributions on any aspect of Natural History are invited from 
MEMBERS OF ALL CLUBS and should be addressed to:- 


Hon. Editor, 

Mrs. L. Long, 

99, Chamberlain Road, 
NEWBOROUGH 3825 
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Registered by Australia Post | : 
Publication No.VBH 1569 
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COMING . EVENTS 
LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. INC. 


. Meeting Friday 28th November 1986 
Speaker 3 Mr. Charles Me@tbbin 
Subject . Butterflies 
Excursion Butterfly House, The Zoo.29.11. 
Bus pick up:- : Bus stop opposite Hospital 8.00a.m. 


Morwell bus stop near Jane Street, 
Bridge 8.15a.m. 
Moe = opposite Railway Station 


8.30.a.m. 
BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 
Date Monday ist December 
Place A.P.M. Lagoons 
Meeting Maryvale’ Oval 
Time 10.00a.m. 
TRARALGON F.N.C. Contact Secretary:- 


D.H. Fitzgerald 
P.0.Box 175 
Churchill 3842 
Tel. 051 22 1104 


WARRAGUL F.N.C 


Monthly excursions Contact Secretary:- 
Mr. F. Hanley 
9. Princes Highway, 
Warragul 
Tel. 056 23 2747 


PRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK 


Meeting Date Sunday 14th December 
Occupation End of Year B.B.C. 
Further information Gail 22 1478 or Yvonne 22 2597 
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S.E.C. RE-HABILITATION OVERBURDEN EXCURSION 


Following an informative meeting on the Friday night, about 
thirty of our. members met at the S.E.C. Visitor's Centre, Morwell, 
for the Saturday excursion. As members gathered, we were able to 
study the table top models of the open cuts and wall displays explain- 
ing the ancient laying down of the coal seam. 

With our guides Mr John Bywater and Mr Brian Cole we boarded the 
S.E.C. bus which took us south of the highway and onto De Campo Drive 
where we paused to view the working coal face currently moving 
through the Yallourn Township area. As we listened to our guides a 
pair of Black~shouldered Kites displayed gracefully before us. 

Moving further along we were shown the Westbrook Gully dump and — 
the Savige Track dump. Trees were being felled in the latter area 
prior to the low lying ground being filled with overheight material 
from the Township field. From here the bus moved to the old 
Yallourn North overburden dump to view the area where borrow soil 
is to be taken for the Twin Ash Pond's Project. When soil removal 
is complete, the dump will be four metres lower, and re-habilitation 
will be carried out. Members, on seeing the amount of bird life 
present, decided that this would be an appropriate spot for a future 
bird excursion. 

Mr Jim Blucher suggested that in view of the amount of Wetland 
that had been lost to mining in this area, some consideration 
should be given to creation of Wetland in the re-habilitation 
process. 

We drove back across the eastern bank of the Yallourn open cut, 


and stopped to view the old overburden dump, which is shortly to 

be moved to allow for the East Field extension. We then made our 
way into the South end of the open cut where some overburden has 
been placed. Mr. Bywater showed us some field trial plots where 
the soil has been treated with fertilizer, etc., before planting. 

We returned to the Morwell Visitor's Centre around the south 

side of the Morwell open cut overburden area, which is currently 
the subject being considered by the Morwell Overburden Consultative 
Committee, on which Mr Blucher is our representative. ee 


We had lunch in the comfort of the upper storey room at the 
Visitor's Centre, with pleasant views of the cloudy skies, all 
very welcome when the previous day's snow was melting from the 
neighbouring ranges. Lunch over and in the bus, we went to the 
inspection point overlooking the Morwell open cut from the north 
side and paid particular attention to the eastern corner, which is 
proposed to be filled with overburden, starting in 1991. 


We proceeded to Loy Yang, noting here the contrast of a coal 
field early in its development. After viewing the open cut we 
drove around the overburden areas. The site has undergone a massive 
repair program to correct serious erosion problems. It was proposed 
that this repair work be done by Contract Labour, but following 
resistance from $.B.C. Unions, it was carried out by day labour most 
effectively and at a considerable saving. 

As we returned to the Visitor's Centre and thanked our guides, 
we felt we were indeed fortunate to be supplied with a comfortable 
bus and a warm lunch spot on such a chilly day. 


Val and John Larson. 
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GASCOYNE - MOUNT AUGUSTUS 1981 - 1984 


1st. Trip = Drought Season 


An interested group of members came to hear Mr and Mrs Jack 
‘Brookes of Warragul give an account of their two trips to the 
Gascoyne River’area in Western Australia. One trip made during a 
severe drought. The second after a good rainy season. 

. The first trip in 1981 was through the Gascoyne region via 
Mount Augustus on their way back from a trip to the north west. At 
this time drought conditions were prevailing in the outback. 
Although VeUy, few wild flowers were seen, geological interest was 
fantastic.’ A never ending source of wonder and excitement. 
Crossing the Gascoyne River the route followed the Lyons River to 
the Kennedy Range National Park then on to Cattle Pool north of 
Mount Augustus. The route then went southward via Landor, Meekath~ 
arra, Cue, Mount Magnet, Sandstone, Menzies , and Kalgoorlie. 

Among the salt tolerant flowers found in this area, was an Ice 
Plant, sometimes commonly called Pigface. It is sometimes regarded 
asa weed, it can be con*used with the New Zealand spinach, it can 
be recognised by the icicles on its leaves. The Little Lobelia is 
an ephemeral plant growing on rocky or sandy ground. In the arid 
zone the Eremophilas are most numerous. These Poverty or Emu Bush 
were found among the Pussytails. Belonging to the Myrtaceae family 
the Coastal Coppercups Pileanthus limacis were found growing on the 
sand dunes between Sharp Bay and Exmouth. (This group of plants is: 
restricted to Western Australia) Banksia ashbii is also. native of 
this area. The striking Parakeelyas belonging to the Portulacaceae 
family is often prostrate. They can, in dry periods provide valuable 
fodder for animals due to the high water content in their leaves. 
More importantly for ppoutetlesy the peek when ground up were used 
ay cart of their diet. 

_, At Carnarvon, in the dry season ene Gascowne is-often a bed of 
sand and many tropical and sub-tropical fruits and vegetables are 
grown along side the river, being irrigated by pumping water obtain- 
ed from the water level below the sand. ‘It .is very hard to imagine 
this small flow of water can change, to do enormous eS during 
flood period. 

The Kennedy Range National Park is. hate on the west side of 
the Lyons River. These ranges are 195 kilometres long and 5-15 kilo- 
metres wide and contain spectacular. canyons. Exploring the canyons 
many varying rock formations including a honeycomb pattern, reminis~ 
cent of the carving of ancient Egypt were viewed.. The: rock format~ 
ions and lighting effects are endlessly fascinating and a photograph- 
ers delight. The Wapit Oil Company. drilled for oil, in 1969 but 
only found gas. By the evidence of fossils, it is obvious that these 
ranges were once part of the sea bed. Following the Lyons River the 
beautiful river Red Gums growing along the river bed contribute 
greatly to any trip in a dry country. 

Fs Mount Augustus which is so huge, can only be seen in its entirety 
from a far distance. It is 8 kilometres long and 3 kilometres wide 
and rises to 858 metres above the plain, but is 1105 metres above sea 

level. It is composed mainly of very hard. gritty conglomerates. 
“The Mount has enormous gullies and rock formations and the northern 
cliff face a rock climbers attraction, similar to Mount Arapiles. 
s Different from the usual rock paintings, were rock peckings done 
by Aborigines. Marking the rocks with a sharp stone tool, making a 
series of dots on the face thus forming a permanent design. It is 
very difficult to get the true age of the rock peckings as archaelog~ 
ists are discovering older evidence dating back to possibly 80,000 
years of man‘s presence on this continent. 

/3 
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GASCOYNE - MOUNT AUGUSTUS.... 


Cattle Pool on the Lyons River is a permanent pool being fed 
from underground springs throughout the dry season. The main 
Eucalypts are river Red Gums. and Coolibahs. 


2nd Trip in a Good Growing Season. 


In 1984 the situation was very different ~- as conditions were 
right for a profuse wildflower season, Jack and Nancy decided to go 
as far inland as they could, travelling from Kalgoorlie to Agnew, 
Willuna (where the Gun Barrel Highway starts) into Meekatharra 
and Millgum and then to a major objective Mount Augustus. 

Heading north from Kalgoorlie their eyes feasted on masses of 
colour, consisting of Billy Buttons, Acacias, Helipterums, Solanum 
with Velleia, and Goodenia these two being related to our Dampiera, 
and Scaevola in the Goodeniaceac family. The Emu bushes were in 
shades from white ~- mauve to Bice and orange to red. After leaving 
the bitumen the roads which had been dry and dusty for a short time 
became boggy and very wet, and creeks were flooded. The flowers of 
the Sticky Everlasting ranged from pale to dark pink, the Helichry-. 
sums with very fine stems support a large flower head. Atong the 
ereek bed the Twining Glycine, a purple flowered creepeY is a 
vigorous grower in comparison to the Gippsland species. Swainson 
Pea was noted everywhere in profusion in lovely shades of purple 
mixed with Grey Everlastings. The “dawn chorus" of the birds in 
the early morning was tremendous. Hundreds, of Budgerigars, Parrots, 
Cockatoos, Galahs in the hollows’ in the Red Gums together with many 
more known and unidentified birds. The birds were breeding in. 
profusion and the Crimson Chats revealed their brilliant dash of red. 

When the road dried after a day of sunshine they drove around 
the south of Mount Augustus which was surveyed in 1838 by Francis 
Thomas Gregory, named after his brother Sir Augustus Charles Gregory 
who was then leading an expedition in search of the remains of the 
explorer Dr. Leichardt. ; 

The difference between the Mount and Ayers Rock is that the 
former is a monocline and the rock a monolith, and whereas the Mount 
is covered in low vegetation, the rock is absolutely bald. The 
Mount must have been a lot higher thousands of years ago by the amount 
of scree spread around the base for quite a distance. There was 
striking evidence of the erosion of the Mount -. first there was a 
great upward pressure from the granite below and secondly there was 
a tremendous weight of material above this layer being forced up. 
The resulting heat, together with the pressure changed the sediment~ 
ary material into very hard weather resistant rock, similar to much. 
exposed on the Mount today. (What an enormous mountain it must 
have been considering it is still the worlds largest monocline). 

The deposits of sand on boulders consolidated to form sandstone and 
Conglomerate strata to be uplifted and folded. The remnant of a 
hard layer of rock now exposed as shown on the screen was a telling 
indicatonbf the movement and years of erosion. The rock which lies 
beneath Mount Augustus and provided the upthrust at its origin, is 
between 1650 and 1750 million years old, The many colours particu- 
larly those of the wildflowers, all blending together really made. 
their journey through this part of the arid country something to. 
remember. 

The account of these two trips was excellently illustrated by 
the slides (some close up shots) and a taped narrative, by Jack and 

ancy. ere ; 3 
Talk summarised by J. Wall. 
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ROYAL BOTANIC GARDENS ANNEXE AT CRANBOURNE 


On Saturday September 11th on a beautiful sunny morning nine 
members gathered at the bus stop opposite the Central Gippsland 
Hospital at 8 a.m. and boarded the bus for the excursion to the 
Royal Botanic Gardens Annexe at Cranbourne. We picked up passen- 
gers en route and finished up with an ‘almost full' bus. We had a 
welcome coffee break at Bunyip then continued our drive through the 
beautiful green countryside. Our next stop was at the Cranbourne 
Police Station where our driver Mr Brendon Beames - and Mr Jim Wall 
made inquiries “how to get, there” The questicn was "Do you want tc enter 
by the front or back gate?" as we were not cunversant with-the area - 
we were guided by the policeman - we were directed to go along a "no 
through road" and wound our way down a narrow sandy track - at the end 
of which, in a very small area were five cars waiting for us - all 


our mates from L.V.F.N.C. While our driver was. contemplating if he 
would have ‘to BACK his 46 foot vehicle all the way back to the main 
road, or ask the people to move their cars and take a chance on 
turning around in a small area. A police car from Cranbourne arrived 
on the scene. In his ignorance (no wonder the people on the road 
had looked at us in amazement) the policeman had directed us on a 
track. - presumably - the wrong one, and not suitable for large 
vehicles ~- so had arrived on the scene to “sort us out” After much 
discussion and moving of vehicles; Bendon a true "chip off the Old 
Block" turned the vehicle with all the expertise of his father Henry 
and off the cavalcade went again - to the FRONT ENTRANCE. This time 
it was different. For the first time in history the LATROBE VALLEY 
FIELD NATURALISTS had the honour of driving under a POLICE ESCORT. 

After much laughing and talking we arrived at the front entrance 
of the Cranbourne Annexe and .were met by Mr Alf. ‘Salkin who was to. be 
our host and guide for the day. 

Mr Salkin welcomed our group and gave a brief history of the 
area which covers 260 hectares - or one square mile. The area was 
taken “over for the Army Reserve and for many years was used for 
bivouac's, training ground etc. It was then leased for sand-mining 
for thirty years and many tons of sand were taken from the area to a 
depth of one hundred metres. In 1970 with the aid of a Government 
grant it was purchased by the Botanical Gardens and developed over 
the years as a “egional Garden. 


Mr. Salkin has been interested in Banksias since 1965 - and told 
us how his interest in the park began. _ In 1974 when he was studying 
for a Master's Degree, he decided to do his thesis on Banksias and 
was allocated an area in the Cranbourne Annexe. 

After the sand-mining finished the area had to be stablised and 

in 1975 to help consolidate the area, horse manure was introduced and 
combined with the sand. This proved very effective and put back 
nutrients the land had lost during the mining process. It also 
brought problems with introduced flat weed etc. Time and nature have 
managed to control these. 

At this stage Mr Salkin was allocated his area of land and 
started to plant seedlings of the many banksias he had propagated 
from seeds collected from a wide and diverse area of Australia. 


Banksias are known for their excellent soil stability as they have 
a proteoid tough spreading ropelike root system. 

We inspected Mr Salkin's “personal plot® and found many beauti- © 
ful banksias in various stages of growth and flower some of the Many 


species were Banksia SUDEOSE: B. baueri Teddy~bear Banksia’, B. -marg~ 
inata and B. integrifolia. ae 


Y5 


“ 


{ 
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ROYAL BOTANIC GARDENS ANNEXE...... 


There were 250 species of plants in this area including orchids 
Pink Fingers Caladenia carnea, Waxlip Glossodia major, Tall Greenhood 
Pterostylis longifolia, and an unknown rosette of leaves and bud. 
Different members of the pea family, Wedding bush Ricinocarpus pinif- 
olius, Love Creeper Comesperma_sp., Pink Beard Heath Leucopogan eric- 
oides, Twining Fringe Lily Thysanotus patersonii, Common Beard Heath 
Leucopogan virgatus 

There was an area nearby which was being stabilized by hydraulic 
seeding - the seed was mixed with an emulsion and spread over the 
sand hills - the emulsion was used to hold the seed in place until 
it germinated. 

After wandering through the Banksia plantation we walked up a 
gentle rise to a Trig Marker on Green Hill the highest spot in the. 
gerdens. We had a wonderful view of the surrounding country, veget- 
ation consisting of Eucalypts, Banksias, Acacias and heathland. - 
Those who had not eaten lunch before we left the bus, eat their sand- 
wwiches while they admired the view. ' 

- After partaking of a "sumptuous meal" we continued on our way. 
At this stage some of our members returned to the bus. The area we 
now entered was planted out with Western Australian Banksias, Dryan- 
drags, Hakeas, Petrophiles and Isopogons. The sand in this area Sse 
200 feet deep and always moist due to the fatty nature of the sand -) 
thére is no need to water the shrubs once they are planted. iy 

’ Outstanding for its obnoxious odour was Hakea rubiflora?~ but 
sone members thought a more fitting name would be “Hakea latrini". 

We wandered our way back to the bus in a leisurely manner ~ had 
a cuppa - and said goodbye to our Field Naturalist mates. Our 
President Miss Jane Purbrick thanked Mr Salkin for a wonderful day ~- 
the area was full of interest ~ the weather kind to us. The ' 
companionship of our happy friends made it a very enjoyable day. 


Val Plant. 


ADDENDUM:- The sand-heath vegetation used to extend from St. Kilda 


inland to Mount Waverley down the bay to Cranbourne and the penin- 
sula. Once held 400 species of Sand~heath flora. These Botanic 
gardens are the last large remnant of that flora. 

Birds seen for the day, Blue Wrens, Willy Wagtails, White-browed 
Scrub Wrens, Grey Shrike Thrushes, Yellow Robins, Starlings, Red- 
browed Finches, White-plumed Honeyeaters, Black~faced Cuckoo Shrikes, 
Welcome Swallows, Minahs, Kookaburras, Pelican, Swamp Harrier, Pallid 
Cuckoo, New Holland Honeyeaters, Dusky Wood~swallows, White~-eared. 


'Honeyeater, Brown Falcon. 


Eulie Brewster. 
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SUMMARY OF BUSINESS MEETING ON 22nd OCTOBER 1986 - 
a a I a I tc a eo 


opres in:- Thanks.from Mrs L. Long ~ Get well card., Dept. of 
L. ~ Invitation to participate in Alpine Planning Project. , 

~¥..- re. Thompson Dam outflow to lakes - reduced., C.C.V. re = 

proposed residential Marina at Metung., V.N.P.A. re -. employment 

ini Forest based industries., Friends of Morwell National Park re - 

Kopla survey - recent excursion ~- 8 adults and 1 offspring sighted. 


Pifance:- Bank Balance $710.52. » Accounts paid - Postage $60:00.,° 
Rent Regional Educational Office $20.00., Business Meeting $4.00., 


Cons. Co-ord.:~ Forwarded submission on proposed L.V.S §& Waterboar 
Outfall project. , Contacted Yarram Department of C.F. § L. re ~ 
Logging prescriptions. , Completed census of plants, birds and 
imals at Urella Reserve, Trafalgar South. , Conducted a group of 


t 


3airnsdale Field Naturalists to Petersons Lookout and over the piped 
iiffe area of Tyers Regional Park., Forwarded submission on Irriga- 
tipn Management Study. 


L.W.PANC. c= Will be placed on Moe High Schools Speakers list =» 
speaker will address students on the subject of the Club's activit 
anf aims. ; 


Jim Blucher reported that “Tract Consultants" have been appoint 


edj to assist with the Morwell Open Cut and Overburden Dump re~habil 
itption Project. LS 


Net business meeting: = CO_OPERATING CHURCHES, WILLIAMS AVENUE, 
“HOURCHILL 26th Torenree 7.30p.m. } 
Supper Roster:-~ Miss Jean Galbraith and Mrs Iris Peterson. 


Xmas Break-up:~. Please note it is a LUNCH BARBECUE §& AFTERNOON ‘TEA | 
on} the 13th December at "Woorabinda" + time 11,30a.m..B.Y.0 every=] 
thing. oI 


Calrp-out:- Licola - January 24th-26th 1987. 


Jahuary meeting :~ one week early. 
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Traralgon 3844 
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Contact secretary. 
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each month at 


-C.W.A. Hall 
. Bairnsdale 3875 


Mrs. A. Stewart, 
P.O. Box 169 
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COMING EVENTS 
LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. INC. 


Meeting Saturday 13th December 
Christmas Party Woorabinda School Camp 
B.B.Q. and afternoon tea 


Time 11.30a.m. 
BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 


Date Monday 5th January 1987 

Place Caringal Camp area 

Meeting Tyers River Bridge, Moe Erica 
Lee. Road. 

Time 10.00a.m, 


TRARALGON F.N.C. 


Contact Secretary: - 
D.H.Fitzgerald 
P.0O.Box 175 
Churchill 3842 

Tel. O51 22 1104 


WARRAGUL F.N.C. 


Monthly excursions Contact Secretary:- 
Mr. F. Hanley 
9. Princes Highway 
Warragul ill 
Tel. 056 23 2747 


FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK 


Meeting Date January 1987 
Break : 
Further information Gail 22 1478 or Yvonne 22 2597. 
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GRASSES 


Peter Turner 


Mr Peter Turner gave both an informative and anecdotal talk 
on grasses which was primarily aimed at describing the identifying 
features of these plants. 

The information he gave was as follows:- 

The botanists name for grasses is GRAMINAE and it comprises a 
variety of specimens ranging from large bamboos (up to 90 feet tall) 
to ones so small they can hardly be noticed (e.g.Mirbora minima | 
which is about 1 inch high). Grasses are vital to mankind'as they 
provide our main sources of food. All the grains we use (wheat, 
oats, barley etc) are grasses, and GRE is the staple diet of the 
livestock we eat. 


ARCHITECTURE OF THE PLANT The whole unit is called a 
Rate TILLER (stem, leaves and 
AV . flowering head), and the plant 
>A\F a tiller can reproduce by seed or by . 
branching off. Grasses are so 
suceessful as their growing 
AD taney Tee point is at the base of the 
if plant, so as the plant is 
; grazed off it produces new 
iN EE tillers and spreads. © Each 
\I k tiller is not long lived (not 
We more than a year). The whole 
Iv RY flowering stem is called a 
in a growing point CULM. 
/ ‘ 


The flowering head is called an INFLORESCENCE and can be two 
types:- 


PANICLE RACEME 


(double, branches) (single branches) | 
ny ae 4 


ra : ~, 
4 


Sc yzaN amma SV 


Each leaf has a BLADE and a 
SHEATH which wraps around the 
(knee stem and goes down to the 
joint) growing pad. New leaves grow 
“inside the sheath of the old 
leaves. Between the sheath and 
the blade is a LIGULE (collar) 
and the shape of these vary in 
different types of grass and 
€ sheath thus form an identifying 
feature. If the ligule wraps 
right around the sheath it is 
called an AURICLE (from the 
latin for ear). 


/2 


4 
ligule / 
(collar) 
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GRASSES.... 


Cross section of a grass leaf 


Grass leaves are able to 


few mee Bee BEA collapse inwards to reduce 
PE on ese, water loss when they are short 
F of water. They have a line of 
veins motor cells along their length 


called TRAMLINES, and these 
cells lose their water and cause 
« blade bent the leaf to collapse 
inwards inwards which helps conserve’ 
water in the plant. 


The leaf covering is called the CUTICLE and it contains a water- 
proofing substance called cutin. 


THE FLOWER 

rasses are wind pollenated, so the flowering head doesn't . 
have petals or nectaries as insect attracting devices. 
The detail of the flower’s structure is as follows:- 


The inner part of the flower 
a ie 


ab ¥ STAMEN - Male part 
Su STIGMA ~ Female part 
OVARY ~ Seed bearing part 
€ ovary LODICULES - Scales at the base. 
of the ovary. 
stamen “€— lJodicules 
This part is surrounded by A Floret 
the PALEA (inner hood) and 
LEMMA (outer hood). The AWN AN 
is a bristle like projection hd a A\ 
from the tip of the lemma, \ 
and it may be bent 
(GENICULATE ) 
lemma 7 
A Spikelet The flower so far described is 


called a FLORET. 

Groups of florets are encased 
in leaves called GLUMES and — 
this is called a SPIKELET. 


a floret — 
Individual parts in the | 
Sspikelet can be extremely 
‘small and a magnifying glass: 
is often needed to see the 
giumes detail 


(3 
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GRASSES.... 

ROOTS Most grasses have most of their 
roots in the top 1 foot of the 
soil, with about 50% of roots in 

ti the top 2 inches, about 25% 
Pp between 2 inches to 4 inches and 


as far as 10 feet (e.g. Lucerne). 


Y : about 23% between 4 inches to 1 
<i Sa Root yhains foot. Some grasses can go down 
As roots penetrate through the 


met soil they have a growing tip, 
: which has root hairs coming off it. 
root cap for pushing : These root hairs collect water and 


through the soil nutrients for the plant and they 
ae die off further up the root as the 
root tip penetrates further down. 


BOOKS USEFUL FOR IDENTIFICATION 


Me Turner recommended two books:- 

GRASSES by C.E.Hubbard 

and 

AUSTRALIAN GRASSES Vol. 3 by Nancy T. Burbridge. 
The book GRASSES by Hubbard is an English book of European grasses 
but as 65% of the 291 species of grass found in Victoria originated 
in Europe, this book is extremely useful here. 


Wendy sevaces 


BOOK LAUNCHING 


"THE OLD BROWN COAL MINE" 
by Kath Ringin 


We are happy to announce, one of our members Mrs Kath Ringin 
of Moe has now completed the book she was writing. Briefly it is 
the story of the commencement of the coal industry in the valley 
and the folk history of the first little township up to the 1950's. 

An open invitation is extended to anyone interested in the 
launching of the book at:- 

MONASH HALL, 
RESERVE STREET, 
. YALLOURN NORTH. 
on Sunday 14th December 1986 at 2.00p.m. 

The hall will be open at 1.00p.m. to enable you to view a 
display of early photographs etc., Afternoon tea will be provided. 

The cost of the book is:- 

HARD COVERS $30.00 } both with sewn and laminated 
SOFT COVERS 25.00 ) covers 

As this is a limited edition, advance orders, to ensure your 
copy in either hard or soft covers can be made by ringing 051 27 1269 
Postage $4.00 extra. 
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GRASSES =SETERD EXCURSION = 25th OCTOBER 


Following an interesting talk by the guest speaker Mr. Peter 
Turner on: Friday night. Eight club members braved the elements 
(cold, wind and rain) and assembled at the Gormandale Mechanics 
Hall by 10.10a.m. for the start of an enjoyable day, despite the 
variable weather. It rained heavily up to 9.45a.m. that day, then 
stopped allowing occasional warming rays of sunshine to reach us. 

We discussed the likely condition of the roads in the area and 
decided to travel to the originally planned area at the back of Holey 
Plains State Park. We left Gormandale via the Gormandale-Stradbroke 
Road turning into Taylors Road in search of limestone soils. At our 
first stop we searched for flowering grasses which Peter could ident- 
ify for us. We found both:- 

Greater and Minor Quaking grass Briza maxima_and Briza_ minor 


Cocksfoot » actylis glomerata 
Yorkshire Fog Grass Holcus lanatus : 


Rats~-tail Fescue Vulpia myuros 
Peter explained to us the theory of Telosed’ communities in 


which the existing plant communities prevent other plant seeds and 
spores from germinating within the closed group. He then went on 
to explain to us that roadsides are the best places to look for 
different grasses as these areas have been disturbed and are consid- 
ered ‘open’ communities. Me David Thomas the geologist in our 
group explained that the soils in this area are known as Haunted 
Hills gravel because they have been washed down from these hilis 
into the valleys. : 

We left this spot and continued towards a bridge crossing 
Merrimans Creek but were obstructed by a very large fallen branch. 
With the combined efforts of all members we soon had the road cleared 
and continued into Holey Plains State Park, towards the limestone 
quarry area. Our second stop was at the entrance to the quarry 
and after a quick look by Peter and David it was decided that this 
area was still not suitable, as it was not on limestone soils. Peter 
headed off into the quarry to seek permission for us to look around 
in the quarry area for grasses, while the rest of us searched for 
more grasses. Peter returned just as a heavy downpour of rain 
started and lunch seemed to be a good idea. 

After lunch, the rain had cleared and we identified another 
grass, this being Silvery Hair~grass Aira caryophylea. We continued 
our journey into the quarry and were amused by a sign which read 
"State of Merrimans Creek". We left our cars and headed off across 
an open field in search of more flowering grasses. This field had 
been used for grazing and the flowering grasses were found to be in 
the fenced off areas. Grasses found were:- 


Fern Grass Catapodium rigidum 


Annual Meadow-grass Poa annua which clearly showed the 
transparent motor cells or tram~ 
iy lines in the leaves. 

and an unidentified grass. We climbed up a hill into the bush and 
came across a man made depression in which David spotted a small ten 
inch long lizard type reptile sunning itself. Very carefully he 
managed to pick up our new friend and on closer inspection we 
decided that because it had horny skin and a white spot on its head 
(third eye), it was a young Goanna. After a few photographs we 
released our new friend and continued up the hill. At the top of the 
hill there were many rocks with fossils clearly visible but as we had 
to be out of the quarry area by two o'clock before the gate was 
locked shut, we hurried back down the hill to our cars. Peter led 
us to another area where he hoped to find more grasses but instead of 


ls 
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finding grasses we came across a lovely wildflower garden growing 
beside the road. Here we found two very small:- 


Golden Grevilleas Grevillea chrysopheaea 
Common Flat Pea Platylobium Se ulum 
Pink Bells ~ Tetratheca ciliata 

Pink Beard Heath Leucopogon ericoides 
Smooth Parrot Pea iliwynia glaberrima 


Needle Guinea flower Hibbertia acicularis 
Curling Everlasting Helichrysum scorpioides 


One of the Pimelia genus of plants. 

Reluctantly we left this picturesque scene and followed Peter 
on a tour of the pines looking for a bridge that crosses the creek. 
This bridge was not found so we returned to the main road after 
completing ‘Peter*s Pine Tree Tour’. From here we continued on and 
back to the Gormandale-Stradbroke Road for our last look for grasses. 
This time we spotted:- 


Sweet Vernal Grass Anthoxanthum odoratum 
Soft Broom Bromus mollis 
‘Barley Grass Hordeum leporinum 
Also seen was:= | 
' Native Raspberry Rubus rosifolius 
Yellow Lily Bulbine bulbosa ~ 


It was getting very cold and as the wind had inereased in strength 

we moved onto our last stop for the outing. This was at the Rosedale 
turnoff and once again we braved the elements to say thank you and 
good-bye to Peter. He replied that he too had enjoyed the day. 


Neil Grigg 


A DOTTEREL OBSERVATION 


Walking along the wind swept beach of Emu Bay at Kangaroo Island 
we came to a place where dried seaweed had been blown into large 
heaps. We heard the sounds of a bird, which was a female Hooded 
Dotterel calling. It was running around,. ~*~ backwards and forwards 
to distract our attention. We pretended to take no notice. Shortly 
she ran up to the edge of the seaweed heap calling "choop" “choop" 
and out came a chick (a fluffy ball on legs?) The Dotterel then 
shepherded it like a sheep dog around the heap of seaweed to a safer 
hiding place. A delightful sighting?! 


John Larson 


A WILEY BIRD AND A FRUSTRATED DOG: 


Our early morning walk of the dogs takes us past a Banksia 
ericifolia in a neighbours garden. When the Banksia came into 
Flower our mischievous pup quickly learnt that there would be a 
Wattle bird feeding on it each morning. After being rudely flushed 
from its breakfast for several consecutive mornings the bird got 
smart. Nowadays when the dog tears down the hill, races round the 
corner, jumps the low fence and all but springs into the Banksia she 
finds the bird has already flown. heel 

While safely perched on a nearby electricity wire the bird 
scolds the outwitted hairy pest who after a brief gianee skyward 
acknowledges defeat and wanders Otecees “isa: 
SS Nt John Mewett. 
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SUMMARY OF BUSINESS MEETING ON 26th NOVEMBER 1986. 


Corres. in:- City of Moe re. annual Fun Day., City of Moe re 

Red Cross Calling., Save Gippsland Lakes Committee re. 

Symposium. , Gryphon Gallery re. exhibition., Friends of Morwell 

Nat. Park re. invition to B.Y.0. B.B.Q. and spotlight walk., 14.12.86. 
Keep Gippsland Green rally (23.11.86)., C.C.V. re. Bushland on 

Farms survey., Bureau of Flora & Fauna re. help in preparation © 
of'Flora of Australia"., Select Office Supplies "Birds of Port 

Phillip Bay“ copies $5.00., Shire of Morwell re.Secretarial 

support. East Gippsland Coalition re. Nature Ramble Botanic 

Gardens. 


Finance:~ Bank balance $629.52. Accounts passed $41.42. 
Balance $588.10. 


Réports:- Mr. Blucher reported that the Morwell Open Cut 
Rehabilitation programme is being carefully investigated. 


Cons. Co-ord:- Posted . Letter to Dave Robinson to thank him 

for leading group to Dutson Downs and included plant list 

compiled from reports of club visits in 1964 & 1968, as requested. 
Letter to and reply from Mr. Cowling and John Morey of DCFL 
Warragul Region including plant census and report of Koala scats 
in Uralla Reserve at Trafalgar South. As Koalas already - there no 
more will be released at present. 

Received. Ministry of Water Resources re submission on Irrigation 
Management Studies. Bulletin from Latrobe Valley Water §& 
Sewerage Board. Tree Tips Newsletter from DCFL Warragul on: 
managing trees. Weare to indicate if we wish to be on mailing 
list for future newsletters... 

On Hand. Have received maps from S.E.C. re L.C.C. study of S.E.C. 
and Crown Land blocks in S.E.C. area with view to future management 
or sale etc. L.C.C. report due out early 1987 and we need to 
check beforehand, mainly bushland areas. 

Draft submission to Minister for Water Resources on Water Resource 
Management Report Series No.1. Water Law Review Discussion Paper 
ready for executive OK. 


Reminder There will be no December meeting. 
Es ee Break-up at Woorabinda on 13.12.86. 11.30 a/m. 


Next Meeting. Business - Churchill Co-operating Churches 
7.30 pem. 14th. January 1987. 


General ~- 7.30.p.m. 16th. January 1987. 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST 


DETAILS OF COMTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS. 


CLUB 


LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. INC. 


SALE F.N.C. 


TRARALGON F.N.C. 


WARRAGUL F.N.C. 


BAIRNSDALE F.N.C. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 


HON. SECRETARY 


Mrs. F. Blucher 
P.O. Box 334 
Morwell 3840 
Ph. 22 1592 


Mr. D. C. Macreadie 
Stoney Creek Road 
Cowwarr 3857 

Ph. 48° 9252 


Mr.D.H.Fitzgerald 
P.0.Box 175 ; 

Churchill 3842 
Ph. O52 22-004 


Mr, F. Hanley 

9, Princes Highway 
Warragul 3820 

Ph. 056 23 2747 


Mrs. D. Hillard 
11, Enid Street, 
Bairnsdale 3875 
Ph. 051 52 3486 


Due March 31st. Payable to Hon. Treasurer 


NATURALIST $6.00 


FAMILY $10.00 


Subscription includes the Naturalist. 


MEETING 


7.30p.m. on 4th Friday 
each month, at 

Reg. Education Centre 
Kirk Street, Moe.3825 


8.00p.m. on Ist. Friday 
each Monday Room 13 
Continuing Education 
Centre, Raymond St, 
Sale. 3850 


8.00p.m. on 1st Friday 
Each month, at L.V. 


Education Building 


Kosciusko St. School 
Traralgon 3844 


Monthly excursion 
Contact secretary. 


8.00p.m. on 3rd Friday 
each month at 

CaWlA. Hadi! 

Bairnsdale 3875 


“Mrs. A. Stewart, 


IeAO; WBYepre (Shs) 
Newborough 3825 


SINGLE MEMBERS $8.00 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST is the official publication of the Latrobe 
Valley Field Naturalist Club. 


Contributions on any aspect of Natural History are invited from 


MEMBERS OF ALL CLUBS 


and should be addressed to:~ 


Hon. Editor, 

Mrs. L. Long, 

99, Chamberlain Road, 
NEWBOROUGH 3825 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST: 
Registered by. Australia Post 
Publication No.VBH 1569 

pre lity Undeliverable return to 
14-Barry Street Morwell 380 


Kibrartan LVENC, 
Mrs : H. Crane 


Rox Yo 
TRARAKCON Ve 3544 


Postage 
Paid 
Moe 


3825.° 


—— 


Vie Aust.| 


is TAWURRY 145 7 


it 


Protect and enjoy 
Registered by Australian Post. Publication No. VBH 1568. 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST ISSUE No 277 JANUARY 1987 
I 
COMING EVENTS. 

LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C.Inc. 


iEETING Friday January 16th 
Members Night Bring slides of "e 
interest. 
JANUARY CAMPOUT 24,25,26 January 7 
Bird Observers Group. 
Date. Monday February 2nd at 10. MOeh. 
Place BULGA PARK 


Meet at entrance to park. 


_—— i re ere 


TRARALGON F.N.C. Contact SEcretary: 
Mr D.H.Fitzgerald P.0.Box 175 
CHURCHILL 3842. 
O51 22 1104 


WARRAGUL. F.N.C. . ' Contact Secretary 
Mr F.Hanley 
9 Princes Highway WARRAGUL 
056 23 2747 


FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK © 


Contact Gail 22 1478 or 
Yvonne 22 2597 


1988 


Latrobe °Valley “Field “Naturalists 


JANUARY 
16th 
25th-27th 


FEBRUARY 
27th 
28th 


MARGH 
27th 
28th 


APRIL 
24th 
25th 


MAY 
22nd 
23rd 


JUNE 
26th 
27th 


JULY 


. 24th 


25th 


AUGUST 
28th 
29th 


SEPTEMBER 
25th 
26th 


OCTOBER 
18th 


23rd 
24th 


NOVEMBER 
27th 
28th 


DECEMBER 
12th 


JANUARY 
15th 


30th a Feb. 1st. 


INC. 
1987 PROGRAMME 


Membergy slide night. Excursion memories, funnier, the better. 
Campout — Traralgon High School Camp, Licola. 


David Scrase or deputy — Penguins. 
Phillip Island by bus. 


Barbara Neilson = Marine molluscs. 
Beach excursions 


Hilary Weatherhead — Crete, flora developed in isolation. 
Excursion to be arranged. 


Jurgan Schaeffer — Sedimentary structure. 
Shallow Inlet or Warratah Bay. 


Sid Cowling — Wetlands, Warragul to Morwell Issues. 
Related excursion. 


. David Thomas — Elementary geology. 


Related excursion. 


Jane Calder — Evolution. 
Tyers Regional Park. 


Tan Hastings — Conservation management in Traralgon Regional arez 


Related excursion. 


Dutson Downs special excursion with Bairnsdale F.N.C. 


Barry Trail — Birds. 
Related excursion, 


John Landy — Insects, ° 
Excursion to areas in vicinity of Tyers & Yallourn North. 


Christmas break-up — Mr. & Mrse Ringin's property at Coalville. 


Members# night — memories of excursions. Take pictures during 


1987 with this night in mind. 


Campout — venue to be decided. 


Meeting place is the Moe Education Centre, Kirk Street, Moe on the 4th 


Friday of each month at 7.30pm. 
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BUTTERELY HOUSE 


On Saturday morning 29th November 1986, a coach full of. eager 
naturalists set out in bright sunshine from the Latrobe Valley, and _ 
were met at the Zoo by other L.V.F.N.¢. members who had travelled by 
car. 

Mr. C. McCubbin, one of the progenitors of the Butterfly House, 
had arranged that Miss Shiela Roe, one of the ZOO staff, should 
conduct us around. 

The Butterfly complex is made up of several buildings, all:fully 
air-conditioned to keep the maximum- temperature below about 30°c.. but 
above about 25%c. and also to maintain the relative humidity around 
80%. Special lighting also stimulated the adult butterflies as much | 
as feasible by maintaining long hours of "daylight" by lamps which 
emit high levels of ultra violet as well as visible light. 

The complex is divided into two sections, the first is the main. 
large building where the adiilt butterflies may be observed closely 
as you walk along prepared walk-ways in amongst a variety of tropical 
and sub-tropical plants: the butterflies rest on some plants, fly 
past you to others or hover around, or secttc on the artificial feed 
trays. 

The second part of the complex is ie hatchery: it is here that 
eggs that have been gathered from the adult's building are put on 
trays or leaves of selected food trees to hatch into caterpillars. 

As the caterpillars progressively infest a tree, the tree is covered 
with a net to keep wasps from laying their eggs on the new cater- 
pillars - if this happens we raise wasps not butterflies. 

Butterflies are members of the order Lepidoptera - “scaly-winged” 
insects and may be distinguished from moths easily, as moths have 
thread or brush like feelers or antennae, but butterflies have a 
plain rod like antennae system. 

The complex houses fourteen varieties at the moment and raises 
all of the food plants required by the caterpillars and has been 
successful in developing an artificial feeding system to supplement 
the nectar from the flowers for the adult butterflies. 

The species now resident and their respective habitats are as 
follows :- 


Butterfly found caterpillar food 
Orchard Butterfly Cape York to Lemon tree leaves . 
Papilio aegeus aegeus E. Victoria. 

Canopus Butterfly Northern Territory, Ule Sie ea rary 
Papilio canopus- north of W. Aust. 

Ambrax Butterfly | Cairns to Mackay He i 

Papilio ambrax € P.N.G. © ate 
Small grass yellow But. Throughout Aust. Breynia oblongifolia 
Eurema smilax — a ; leaves. 
Ulysses Butterfly Cape York to Mackay 


Papilio ulysses joesa : 
Bird-wing Butterfly Queensland rain forest 
Ornithoptera priamus — 

~ * euphorion 
Blue triangle Butterfly Cape York to syartey, 


Graphium sarpedon also Indonesia & India  Camphor laurels 
choredon 
Green spotted Cape York to Mackay 


triangle Butterfly ranging to India 6 


Graphium agamennon China 
ligatus : : 
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Butterfly 


Wanderer Butterfly 
Danaus plexippus 


Cruiser Butterfly 
' Vindula arsinoe ada 


Orange lace-wing But. 


- Cethosia penthesilea 
paksha 


Red lace-wing But. 
Cethosia_chrysippe 


* “chrysippe 
‘Admiral Butterfly 


"Vanessa itea 
Blue Banded egg flies 


found 


Reached us in 1870 
from N. America. 
Established in E & 
S. Australia & 

near Perth. 

Cape York to Mackay 


Northern Territory 


N.E.Queensland & 
P.N.G. 


Southern Australia 


N.T. & Queensland 
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Caterpillar food - 


Asclepias fruticosa 
leaves. 


Lemon, Passiflora 
aurantia, and Adenia 
populifolia leaves. 
Passiflora edulis §& 
Adenia. populitolia 


leaves. 


Adenia populifolia 
leaves. 


Hypolimnas lamina 


The adult butterflies feed principally on a mixture of honey~ 
glucose “protein” mixture and fruitose in a water solution which is 
poured into the top of a golf tee - the tee in turn is set in the 

centre of an everlasting daisy: some fifteen of these "flowers" 
are then mounted on a batt of polystyrene foam supported about a 
metre above the floor on a "stalk" of 12mm. dowelling. 
--‘The complex as a whole is large by world standards and is main~ 
- tained principally by five large sponsors. The progeny from the 
breeding programme that is above the requirements of the complex 
are sent to other butterfly houses and breeders in Australia. 

The whole exercise is an exciting venture into a new type of 
“walk through" exhibit and is made the more interesting by the 
keen interest shown by our guide, Miss Sheila Roe: thanks Sheila, 
we had a very satisfactory excursion. 


Jim Blucher. 
a ee ee 


WHEN DOES. A SPARROW BECOITE A HONEYEATER ? 


Glancing out from the lounge room window one day, admiring the 
bright red colour of the Callistemon (Captain Cook) in the front 
garden. We noticed the sparrows were flying in and out of the Melaleuca 
diosmifolia and the Callistemon. Wondering what had attracted them 
qe watched for a while and were amazed to see them put their heads 
right into the flowers of both bushes, in a similar manner to a honey- 
eater. When the sparrows left the bushes we examined them to see if 
there were any insects on the bushes - they appeared to be quite clean 
and healthy. This seemed to us very unusual behaviour for a bird that 


Tit . 


is normally a seed and insect eater .:.- 


Has anyone else noticed this behaviour of the house sparrow. ? 


Jim Wall. 
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Extract from a letter to Miss J. Galbraith recounting the:- 
ELDER EXPLORATION EXPEDITION 


"At 6.00a.m. on Saturday 17/5 we met up with Simon Coxon on the 
Northern outskirts of Adelaide and headed north on the beginning of 
our two week expedition into the Great Victoria Desert retracing 
some of the steps of two of the explorers who were among the first 
people in the region. 7 

These were Mr Larry Wells in 1891 who was a member of the Elder 
Exploration Expedition under the command of Mr David Lindsay and Mr, 
R.T.Maurice who in 1900 went from Fowlers Bay in South Australia to 
-the Rawlinson Ranges. Ernest Giles and Forrest had earlier. traver- 
sed the region from east to west and vice versa, Wells and Maurice 
were endeavouring to expand on those earlier explorations. 

Our goals were to locate two marked trees from Wells journey and 
a prominent sand dune and two native wells discovered by Maurice. 

We reached our first base camp in the vicinity of Vokes Hill at 
5.30p.m. an Wednesday 21/5 and set up our camp. 3 tt 

To reach this point we had traveled on the Eyre Highway west 
through Ceduna to Nullarbor where we turned north 130km. to Cook on 
the Trans-continental Railway. At Cook we camped near thé “hospital” 
and had a pleasant evening with some of the local people, chatting 
around the fire. : ; 

Two trains plus a goods train went through in the night. The 
goods trains are 1kms. long. Cook is about midway along the | 
"longest straightest length of railway track in the world®.. 

In the morning the Flying Doctor called to collect a patient 
for evacuation to Point Augusta. 

The 286kms. to Vokes Hill junction were hard travel over many 
sand dunes, and on the Tuesday we only managed to cover 85las. but 
must have shovelled 20 tonnes of sand?! 


After the immense openness of the Nullarbor Plain the Great 
Victoria Desert was a complete change. Despite its name and lack 
of surface water there is never the less plenty of growth on the - 
dunes and flats in between, in fact the country is quite attractive 
with desert gums, mulga and further north the Currajong trees. 

On the Thursday (22/5) Simon and his party headed north along 
an old seismic line to try and locate the first of the two trees 
and our party went to locate Vokes Hill precisely. We set off in 


drizzling rain and for most of the day travelled with the windscreen 
wipers on. . ; 

The rain was good as it packed the sand down and made our task . 
easier. In all we covered 25kms. making our own track and stopping 
to check our progress from time to time. , 

The sandunes gradually built up and by late afternoon we were 
on top of the highest but one, the one we wanted of course, but by 
then we had to make back to the main track before dark. The view 
from these high dunes was magnificent, a panorama of almost 360° 
stretching as far as the eye could see across the desert. 

The next day, Friday our party (just as by the way, not a great 
convoy of camels!!) went off in an attempt to locate a natural 
feature that shows up clearly on the aerial photographs. It isa 
line of trees about 20kms. long growing in a fault line. It is 
dead straight and gives the appearance of having been planted. 

Evidently the fault line admits moisture or in some other way 
provides ideal conditions for the trees to grow. We didn’t get to 


these however as the country was too rough and it would-have taken 
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ELDER EXPLORATION EXPEDITION..... 


two days travel. We went back to our campsite and spent a quiet 
afternoon. Marg read, Grazia wrote letters and Rob and I played 
golf on a claypan. rae int 

That night we learn't from Simon on the radio that they had 
found the first marked tree. Also that morning we spoke to Kathryn 
on the Flying Doctor Radio through a telephone link-up. 

We were in touch by radio with the Flying Doctor Service and 
each other at all times, the F.D.R. sessions are interesting as you 
get to learn all the goings on. From our location we were able to 
pick up the R.F.D.S. bases in Pt. Augusta, Meekatharra and occasion- 
ally Darwin. This sometimes made things confusing with a number of 
conversations going on at once through different bases. 

On Saturday Simon and his group returned to our camp and that 
afternoon Simon, Geoff and myself took another look for Vokes Hill 
and confirmed what we previously had thought that the highest sand 
‘ridge was to the east of our position. 

In his journal Maurice mentions reaching the peak and says he 
“has the most commanding view since leaving Fowlers Bay”. ™ There 
are three sandridges all very close in height and as Maurice does 
not specify he was on the highest there is doubt exactly which 
peak he repenvied to although generally the highest is considered 
to be the one. — ; 

On Sunday we headed further west towards the border, our party 
headed north along a seismic line and Simon went on further west 
before he to turned north. We were to locate a natural feature 
in the form of a circular sand dune and a rock hole-named by 
Maurice as ‘PAT AULDS VAT". 

Despite the seismis line, long unused, the going was fairly 
rough and we had our first puncture. (also by good fortune our only 
one) Late in the day we were stopped by a huge sandhill so we 
camped at its base. ‘We crossed 34 sandhills in 14ians. 

The next morning we fixed our puncture and found a way around 
the sandhill. We.then set off on foot to walk it to the sand dune 
on a.compass bearing, about 5km. and as luck would have it we were 
right on target. The dune was quite interesting like a large 
eliptical donut in the desert. We. got back to the car and camp 
just Lefore sunset which we watched from the top of a dune. 

On Tuesday morning we travelled further north and Robbie and I 
nudged off into the desert once more to try and locate the rock-hole. 
Marg and Grazia decided to give it a miss this time. Simon had 
_ advised us over the radio earlier in the morning that they were 
having trouble locating the second tree. 4 ee 
_ .. We got back to the car at 5.30 in the evening after an unsucc- 
..essful search. I feel we were close to water as in the area where 
' the rock-hole was supposed to be we encountered numerous very small’. 
birds and on one claypan there were numerous stone flakes from 


_ aboriginal stone implements, both signs that water was nearby. 


. However time beat.us in the end and we had to turn back, very 
frustrating as we would have been the. first non: aboriginals to visit 
the spot since Maurice in 1900. — 3 Ho Va bie ee 

_ That night we arranged to meet Simon next day, Wednesday, at the 
Serpentine Lakes right on the W.A. border which we did at about lunch- 
time. We had lunch and crossed into W.A.for about likms. to look at 
a large rock-hole just off the main track. We then went back to the 
-lakes(salt) and set up camp. — ttt 
_« Thursday was a quiet morning and in the afternoon we spent time 
“on the lakes flying a kite, playing golf and Simon did some filming. 
On Friday morning we packed and started the long drive home, 

- 1500kms. in all. We camped in the desert that night and also on 
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Saturday night after losing 3 hours on a mining track that we thought 
was the main track. Saturdays camp was at Emu where two of the . 
atomic bomb tests were conducted after the war. : i: 

.On Sunday we started at 9.0a.m. and reached Coober Pedy at 6.00p.m. 
had an hours break and then headed south down the bitumen arriving. 
at West Lakes very very tired at 7.30a.m. Monday morning.. 
. The trip was a tremendous experience and more so for Grazia who 
had never been camping before in her lifet! 

By the way the second tree was not located. Well's Journal 

doesn't tie in with the facts and it seems he may have made an error in 
his location." . Pe 


GOANNA TAILS (TALES). 


We had a curious incident occur at our home near Marlo last Easter. 
Friends came to stay for a few days bringing their half grown, city.- — 
bred kitten with them. All went well, kitten was fed and quite content 
to sun itself in the front garden. 


However while we were having lunch we were assailed by the most 
outraged yowls and spits that a kitten can produce. We raced outside 
in time to see a large goanna making off with the kitten between his 
jaws and the kitten very obviously drawing its last breath. 

On ascending a large gum tree the goanna proceeded to consume his 
kitten dinner. It took a while for the initial shock to wear off, but 
now we only hope that this is the fate of a lot of cats which have 

been “dumped”. rf ie 


As we see the goannas wandering around the house all summer we 
have grown accustomed to them and it is quite fascinating to watch a 
5foot 6 inches goanna consuming whole fish head which is very dry 
and stiff, and also quite large. 
Poa as Jean Merson. 


A Further Tale from Jean 


I reckon I have found one answer as to why swallows build onto 
walls after watching a small goanna climb the verandah posts and weave 
its way along the rafters, but could not quite reach across the width 
of the eaves to get the young swallows in the nest. If it could have 
got a foothols anywhere the swallows would have been swallowed. 

Another morning I could hear scratchings outside the lonngeroom 
and went to investigate only to find a goanna climbing up the chimney 
from where it proceeded on an excursion over the roof before returning 
to earth via the chimney but when about 6-7 feet from the ground it 
just dropped and took off, like a rocket. 


We have an old steel table (home made) which has a fair sized 
overhang where my husband had been cleaning his fishing catch. 
Goannas have a fair sense of food and it wasn't long before one came 
along. He was able to get his two front feet onto the table, but, 
couldn't get leverage with his back feet to get onto the table fully 
because of the overhanging edge. After a couple of tries he suddenly 
left his back half swinging while hanging on with his front feet. 
He then proceeded to swing from side to side until he was able to hook 
his back feet onto the edge of the table and from there completed his 
ascent. 
We often hear the Kookaburras and magpies scolding when the goannas 
are around particularly during the breeding season... — 
Jean. Merson. _ 
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THE GREAT FLIGHT AVIARY. 

On the Zoo excursion after thoroughly enjoying our visit to the 
butterfly area and our lunch, we visited other areas. The great flight 
Aviary took up much of our time as we found it very interesting and 
enjoyable. On the walkway we were above the ground birds and much closer 
than usual to the birds in the trees. Being above the water birds enab- 
led-us to see the colours in the feathers on their backs. We are quite 
used to seeing the Straw-nweked Ibis at home and I would have said its 
back was black; but from the vantage point of the walkway its back, in 
the sunlight, was beautiful metallic shades of grey; dark blue andgreen 
all blended into one another. iter Sk 


Many of the birds were in breeding plumage including Cattle Egrets 
with their golden feathera, Pied Egrets with their long black head feath- 
ees, Royal Spoonbill with long white plumes down its neck, White-faced 
Heron with its plumes on its back ahd the Pacific Herons with maroon 
piumes on their backs and upper breasts. 


The Glossy Ibis is described in the books as having reddish-brown 
. body; but in the sunlight the colours were a delightful coppery burgundy 
which showed pink areas when the bird moved. The wings were metallic 
_bluish-green and the bill olive brown ~ a truly beautiful combination of 
colours. These birds walked as if they realised their beauty. 


The black-winged Stilts were a picture in definate areas of black 
and white with coral pink legs and looked very neat. The Bush Thick-knee 
previously the Bush Stone curlew, was so well camouflaged with its speck- 
led feathers in the dappled sunlight and shade that I doubt I would have 
seen it if it hadn't meved. The Buff-banded Rail was running around 
with its neck straight out in front busy with nesting material. 


In the trees the Regent Bowerbird was showing its bright black 
and gold patterns while the female came so close that we could almost 
have touched her. The Blue-~faced Honey~eater was sitting on a nest in 

a dead tree. 


These are but a few of the birds I remember in the aviary and we 
heard parrota, other honey-eaters, pigeons, saw a Brolga mostly hidden 
behind the shrubbery and ducks swimming between clumps of reeds. 

We could have sat and waited for the birds to come to us. Tt was an 
enjoyment to be able to walk about without disturbing the birds. 


Bon Thompson. 


There was no Committee Meeting in December but the next meeting will be 
| iTEdnesday -January 14th at 7.30pm. at the Co-operating Church CHURCHILL. 


Any interested members are welcome at these meetings. 


Supper Roster January 16th Meeting. Volunteers required.. 
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COMING EVENTS. 
LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C.Inc. 
Se OCIS 


MEETING: Friday February 27th 

SPEAKER: Me David Scrase or deputy 
"Penguins" 

EXCURSION: Saturday February 28th 


Bus trip to Philip Island. 


MEETING: March 27th 
Annual Meeting and Election of 
Office Bearers. 


Bird Group: 
Meeting ‘ 2 lionday March 2nd at 10.00am 
Mahers Landing and Pound Creek. 
Meeting Place . ; Junction Tarwin Lower Inverloch Rd. 
a i on Sth Gippsland Highway. 
Deadenss stan an 0 uaeen . liv & Mrs O.Brewster. 
eS ee ee a 
Traralgon F.N.C. Contact Secretary 


Brian Ingrain 
14 Travers Street, Morwell 3840. 
I A a 
Warragul F.N.C. Contact Secretary 


Mr F.Hanley 
3 Princes Highway ,Warragul 
Tel. 056 23 2747 


a ee ee 
FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK. 
Details of Activities Contact Gail 22 1478 on 
Yvonne 22 2597 


_— 


) 
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ANNUAL MEETING 1987. 


Friday March 27th will be the Annual Meeting of the Club. 
It is also the election of office-bearers. Nomination forms for office 
are included in the Naturalist. The offices becoming vacant are 

1. President (Jane has only completed the final year of term 

vacated by Mr Wall) This is a 2 year term. 

2. Vice President No 1. Also a 2 year term. 

3. Treasurer Also a 2 year term. pa oh 

4.Conservation Co-ordinator Mrs Thompson would like- someone 

to nominate for this’ position. ; 


Please give serious consideration to these elections. 
The Club cannot operate without office bearers. 


NOTICE OF MOTION. 


ht the Annual Meeting a motion will be put forward that the Committee 
~ecommends an increase of $2.00 in the cost of the Naturalist. 
The costs will then be. Naturalist only $8.00 

Single Membership $ 10.00 Family Membership $12.00 
iiembership includes cost of Naturalist. 


CONSERVATION CO ORDINATOR 14.21.87 
Mnote to Dr. Hnatiuk for more information on naturalised conifers. 


Received reply to submission on Water Law Review discussion papers. 
Forwarded plant lists for Crinigan Road Reserve & Andersons Creek . - 
overburden dump areas to L.C.C. Identified Jeffrey's block at Driffield 
and reported no list for Sayers Trig Point. 


In company of other members checked areas of S.E.C.land under consid- 
eration by L.C.C.. There are about 8 areas requiring census work. 


tir John Morey ,C.F.&.L. Warragul contacted us to participate in a duck... . 
count on 17-18 January. and again after duck shooting season..is over. — 
Our areas are Moe Sewerage POnds. A.P.M.settlement pondage andL.V.W.S.B.. 
ponds near Morwell Golf Course. } 


Reported that on the above excursions auite a few ducks were sighted. 
Mot sure if some Freckled Ducks were seen. Will ask for positive 
identification. 


a ante nEndEne ann ann ante enanen een anene mene naneramenenaaae 
THANK YOU From the Editor to Mrg Wall who so ably edited the Naturalist 


while 1 was absent in 1986. Without these willing helpers it would not 
be possible to continue the Naturalist uninterrupted. 


. , - 
AFURTHER NOTE RE SPARROWS 
INTRODUCED BIRDS OF THE WORLD by John L.Long Published 1981. 


House Sparrow. Food. Seeds, grain, flower and leaf buds, plant shoots 
fruits, berries, insects including caterpillars, nymphs, grubs, moths 
and spiders and food scraps. 


Tree Sparrow. Food. Seeds, rice and other grains and insects. 
In China apart from rice, they damage grapes, pears, peaches and in the » 
vegetable gardens they damage young seedlings and the leaves of 


vegetables. Bon Thompson. 
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TRIP TO TORONGO FALLS on 28.6.86 
a  N 


We met in Willow Grove and proceeded on the road to Noojee, and 
from there to the turnoff to the parking area near the falls. 
I took Neil Grigg with me from Willow Grove, he is a newcomer to the 
Club and this was his first outing with us. His work does not always 
permit him to come on our trips, but I ‘am sure that he will join us 
whenever possible.We met our leaders iir €lirs Brooks and soon afterwards 
set off along the river towards the falls. As Mr Fuhrer had explained 
to us, fungi play an indispensible part in breaking down dead wood and 
other forest litter. this group of fungi are known as Saprophytes, - 
while another group,::the Parasites, obtain their food from living plants 
and animals, often killing them in the process. The visible part of a 
mushroom, toadstool or mould is the fruiting body or sporophore, which 
grows out of the mycelium, this consists of a mass of thread-like cells 
called Hyphae. These are found in the substrate on which the fungus 
lives, anda Mycelium can have a life span of five to eight years. 
Aa large part belong to the Agaricaceae or Gilled Fungi . , 
The Polyporoid fungi have pores instead of gills, while the Clavariaceae 
or Coral Fungi have none of these, instead the whole exterior of the 
branched receptacle is fertile. Basidiomycetes or Puffballs are diff- 
erent again, they have their spore forming tissue enclosed until 
maturity in a rounded membranous sac or bag, known as Peridium. 


We found plenty of fungi as we proceeded along the track, and 
Bruce and Ellen were kept busy identifying the various finds. 
_Lacearia laccata with its rusty brown caps Was one, it grows in damp 
leaf litter. It has a fibrous stem, the gills are pinkish and the spores 
white. HHypholoma fasciculare or sulphur Tuft grows on old stumps and 
is usually found in clusters. It has greenish gills and deep violet- 
brown spores.One of the most beautiful ones found was Mycena interrupta 
growing on a log. Although small, they draw immediate attention to 
their bright blue caps. They usually grow in small colonies on dead 
branches and logs. 

Another find was Leotia lubrica, a greasy looking greenish-yellow 
fungus growing in leaf litter. 

Pungi that do not look like toadstools at all are the Claviiaras or 
Coral Fungi. We found Clavariadelphus junceus , which looks like a thin 
white stick. Another species is Clavulina rugosa , with white ovr 

cream coloured fruiting bodies which may be simple or branched. 

A beautiful scarlet to crimson variety is Clavulinopsis coralino- 
rosacea. Of the Felyporés we found Coriolus versicolor, who as the name 
suggests, vary in colour from grey to brown, purplish or greenish, but 
have a narrow white border to the edge of each cap. 

“Another interesting species of fungi are the Ascomycetes or Cup Fungi, 
who unlike other fungi, develop their spores within special cells 
called asci from which they are expelled when mature. These special 
cells are arranged in a layer or hymenium which lines either the inner 
or outer surface of the fruiting body, depending on the species. 
Many of them are orange to red coloured and one of the prettiest is 

the Elf Cup, Sarcoscypha coccinea which often appears in winter. 


Of the Puffballs or Gasteromycetes I found Scleroderma. aurantium, 
the common earth ball. As mentioned before, these fungi develop their 
spores inside a bladder-type fruiting body which bursts open when ripe, 
or ruptures when trodden upon. 


contd...pp 3 
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TRIP TO TORONGO FALLS. contd... 


After reaching the falls, Neil and I continued to climb to the 
top of the falls while the rest of the party chose the less strenuous 
path back along the river. At the top of the falls we kept following 
the river stream upwards, but after about twenty minutes it became 
clear that we did not meet with any track going back to the carpark. 
The path was often blocked by fallen trees and at one spot we had to 
cling like flies to a rock because the track had eroded away, and 
about eight feet below us was the rushing water of the river. 
it was much too cold for a dip in the icy water,we hung on for dear 
life and managed to get pacity only to discover that the track was 
petering out, so we had to retrace our steps back to the falls. 

When we arrived back at the carpark everybody was already halfway 
through their lunch and we got stuck into ours having worked up an 
appetite. ’ 

When afterwards I examined the contents of the plastic bag in 
which I had put several specimens, I found to my dismay that most of 
them had been reduced to a soggy mess, so a lot of those described 
above I have recognised from pictures in various books about fungi. 
For this reason some of the species that were found may not have been 
mentioned. 

As it was getting late it was decided not to go to Glen Nayook, 
so instead Mr Fuhrer gave a resume about the finds, and answered 
questions. Among others he told us about the sex life (or lack thereof) 
of fungi, and of the Cordycepsspecies which parasitise large sub- 
terranian moth larvae. C.gunnii and C.robertsii have been known to 
grow like "Siameas Twins" out of one larvae to which they are attached 
by a column of fungal tissue. I remember that we found this species on 
a previous outing. 


Our President thanked lfr Fuhrer for his efforts of giving us an 


insight into the world of fungi, where even now new discoveries are 
being made. A most enjoyable day was had by all present. 


Fred Put. 
Apologies for the delay in printing this.article. Ed. 


ARE SPARROWS HONEYEATERS? 


In reply to a query in the January Naturalist we must remember 
that sparrows are opportunists that have thrived in the wake of Homo 
sapiens ! They will partake of anything that is soing, from soup to 
nuts. If the food is good enough for other birds and for us they are 
willing to try it. We are forced to cut out sweets for honeyeaters. 
Sparrows are honeyeaters too and we objected to wasting sweet mixtures 
on them. Here on the edge of town it is fatal to put out any kind of 
bird food as it only encourages the introduced garden thieves,sparrows, 
Indian mynas and blackbirds, the latter the most numerous. . 
This year the blackbirds sat all day in my flowering Feijoa bush, eating 
the thick fleshy petals of the flowers and knocking the stamens off. 
However the fruit seems to be setting allright. I really should 
DO SOMETHONG about those blackbirds : 


Ellen Lyndon. 
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DUCK SURVEY EXCURSION. 


On a request from the Conservation Forest and Lands Department 
for a duck survey, organised by the Royal Ornithological Union a group 
of members decided to meet on Saturday morning 17th January to record 
the duck species seen. 


The areas to be surveyed were the ifoe Sewerage Treatment Works, 
The Latrobe Vailey ‘later and. Sewerage Farm at Morwell and the Austral~ 
lan Paper Mills Settling Ponds. 


We commenced our survey at Moe, splitting into two groups. 
Unfortunately the morning was overcast and cloudy which made it very 
difficult to see the colour of the birds distinctly. There were more 
than 200 birds on the water. After spending a couple of hours at Moe 
we drove on to our next area at Morwell. We were glad to see the 
skies had begun to clear. and felt a light breeze spring up. This light 
breeze became a little stronger in the middle of the afternoon causing 
the ducks to shelter on the lee side of the reeds!! We observed the 
reed edges very carefully for various species. We have recorded over 
the three areas ten species of duck, plus other water birds one of 
which was the Great Crested Grebe. My little beauty was the Blue-billed 
Duck! Altogether a very worthwhile excursion. 


Peg Wall. 


MORWELL SAFARI. 


One. Sunday in December, Jessie Burns invited me to join her and 
Nora O'Reilly, Nora's mother and their visiting English relatives, 
Barbara and John, on a visit to Morwell National Park. 

The day started out somewhat showery, which probably accounts 
for thefact that when Jessie and I arrived at the meeting place we 
were the only people there. ; 

' "Seated at one of the picnic tables -awaiting the arrival of the 
others - I suddenly realised that a bump on a branch of a tree facing 
‘me was a somnolent Koala. I was delighted. Although , on occasions 

I had had Koalas pointed out to me, this was my first 'personal' 
sighting. 

As we continued our observation of the motionlass. creature, I 
became aware of movement to my left. To my further astonishment, there 
was a second Koala, leisurely descending a tree. On reaching the base 
he solemnly stared at us, then quite unconcerned by our prescence he 
began to search for a suitable place to cross the narrow creek. 

After several tentative essays he finally selected an appropriate spot 
and leapt across. By this time Jessie had her camera in action and like 
a seasoned model, our furry friend gestured and posed for the photo- 
grapher. Whilst this was taking place Nora and the others arrived and 
John joined in the photographic session. At last - for all the world 
like the Queen terminating an Audience ~ the Koala turned his back on 
us and sedately ascended a nearby grey gum. 


Naturally ,we were all thrilled by this display and set off on 
our walk in high spirits. Using the leaflet provided as a guide we 
looked and listened for the abundant flora and fauna to be found in 
the park. Suddenly, Nora, who was leading, casually remarked that there 
waa a snake at the side of the path. There it lay - looking rather like 
a discarded bicycle tyre. Needless to say, after one quick look, we 


hastened on our way leaving it undisturbed ¢ 


contd..pp «5 
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MORWELL SAFARI contd... 


We continued on our interesting and fruitful trek until eventually 
we arrived back at the car park. As we were discussing the things we 
had seen and heard, one of the stones on the ground began to move! 

As we watched in fascination, a tiny head and four legs appeared. 

The pebble turned out to be a turtle-like creature. It was about the 
size of a twenty cent piece;;its shell was grey and the head and limbs 
were black. Luckily, Jessie had one shot left on her film so was able 
to take a photograph to record the sighting. 


So ended a most rewarding and interesting safari. 


Dorothy Farrow. 


BOOK REVIEW. 
State of the Enviromment in Australia. 
Cat.No85 1866 2 RLR.P. $20.00 
Weight 570 grams) 


This book is part of an ongoing policy to provide regular reports on 
che state of the environment in australia. 

The historical perspective looks at what has been done while future n 
needs are explained. 


In Commonwealth legislation the environment is defined as including all 
aspects of the surroundings of man, whether affecting him as an indiv- 
idual or in his social groupings. 


The report examines the distribution and current use of the environ- 
mental resources, considers pressures from human activities and problems 
which arise from those activities. It discusses major events affecting 
the condition of the natural resources and the results of studies 

that have been carried out in various departments of Government. 
National Soil Conservation programs, Australian Water Resources Council 
National Air Quality Data Monitoring Centre and many others are all 
brought together in thie publication. 


The topics in the contents include land, inland waters, air, forests 
and woodlands, flora and fauna, protected areas and the National estate 
and coastal zone. Under flora and fauna , an area of concern to our 
Club, figuees are given of the exploitation of fauna and flora, the 
value of which surprised me. Royalties of $2 million on possum skins: 
seeds worth $0.7 million and plants worth $3 million collected for 
horticultural use; and 6000 kilograms of Boronia blossoms for the 
perfume industry are but a few of the examples given. Feral species 
are included. Lhreatened species, with appropriate tables, are clearly 
discussed. Interspersed throughout the book are detailed articles 

on current problems. The book is written in a language understandable 
to non-technical people with clear print, cleas and concise tables 

and no mistakes in printing that I could detect. The only criticism is 
the lack of an index. 


I consider this book a worthwhile publication of value to the general 
public to enable them to understand what is happening in the environ- 
ment. It provides information of national significance to people 


interested in Australia's environment. 
Bon Thompson. 


This book will be in the Club Library Ed. 
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Report of Business Meeting Held January 14th 1987. 


Twelve members present. 

January Campout, Final arrangements made for weekend. 

Rrogram 1987 A vote of thanks to Mrs Thompson who arranged the 
printing of same. 


Finance Bank Balance $673.10 

Accounts Secretary Petty Cash $50.00 Naturalist Postage $ 60.00 
Select Office (Books) $40.00 Christmas Cake $5.95 
Church Hall $u.00 


All accounts passed for payment. 


Bus Trip after February Meeting. Not enough names registered for 
large bus so a small bus will be taken Cost $13.50 per person. 
Some members cars available for any extras. 


ANNUAL MEETING NOTICE OF MOTION. 


The Committee intend to recommend that the price of the Naturalist be 
increased by $2.00. this is due to increased costs. 
This motion will be voted on at ANNUAL MEETING MARCH 27th 1987 


Cost will be NATURALIST ONLY $8.00 
Single Member $10.00 Family $12.00 
PAY 


ES IR CE EC 


Advice re Secretary Traralgon F.N.C. 


Correspondence to Miss Callister re Grants application , also sent copy 
of letter from Ministry of Cons.Forest Lands re L.C.C.. recommendation 
MORWELL NATIONAL PARK. 

Letters to Barry Murphy re the above. » 

Received letter from Dept.Cons.Forest Lands re content of Naturalist. 
This letter to be published in later Naturalist. 

Dept. Water Resources re Draft Policy. Register of National Estate. 
SGAP Newsletter, Victorian Naturalist, Geelong Naturalist, Clematis, 
Peregrine Tours, C.C.V.AGenda, Northern Territory Naturaltist. | 
Morwell shire re Photocopying. City of Traralgon re Red Cross Day. 
Gipsy Point Lodge Christmas Card and Brochures. 

liinistry Public Works re Darling Harbour. . 

ves Lubeke had. been contacted re bird list at the liorwell Golf Course. 


Writeups of Meetings and Excursions. 

embers are asked to consider the program and see if there is a subject 
that they would be willing to write up. It would only be your duty once 
in a year if-all would take a turn. You do not have to be an expert in 
any subject. There are good reference books available for your use. 
The speaker is usually willing to review any article written about 
their talk. 

vembers reminded that articles for NATURALIST should be sent to 

i Mrs Long as listed on back page. 


whe next Business Meeting will be held on Wednesday February 25th 
at the Co-operating Church Churchill at 7.30 pm. 


Supper Roster February 27th Mrs Larsen and helper ? ? 
Bus Trip. Bus will leave Traralgon Hospital 4.00 pm 


Jane St.Morwell 1.15 pm 
Moe Station 1.30 pm. 
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INDEX FOR LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST 1986 Nos.265-276 


ANIMALS 
A Nature NOte (Goanna & Gliders) John Mewett 270. June 
Summary of Native fish Research 
Traralgon Creek. Talk B.Harasymit 23.5.86 


B. Mathews 273 Sept 
BIRDS. 
An Incident on the Noosa River J&P.Wall YAEL  puky 
(Kite versus wood duck) 

Cattle Egrets John lMewett 272. Aug 

' An Egret Question J.Galbraith »- 274 Oct 
Bird-banding Talk Ken Harris 25.44.86 John Mewett 271 duly 
Bird~banding at Point smythe Michael Rowe 272 Aug 
A Bird Note (Reed Warblers) Ellen Lyndon 272. Aug 
Bird Notes from Noosaville, Queensland M.& A.Galbraith265 June 
A Dotteret Observation John. Larson 276 Dee 
Drama on the Road (Plover) BOJUP. 274 Oct 
Egret Sightings and Observations June Lubcke 273 Sept 


Keep an Eye on Things You Trip Over 
(Magpies, Mudlarks §Willie Wagtails J.M.Brooks 270 June 


A MOtherly Goose Bon Thompson 267 War 
A Note on the Pied Currawong B.Nielson 274 Oct 
Sentry Duty (New HOlland Honeyeaters & 

Blackbirds) Jim Wall 273 Sept 
A Suggested Project for the Bird Group 

of the Club (Bellbirds) 274 Oct 

Visitors (King Parrots) J.Galbraith 271 July 
What Bird is That ? Talk J.Lubcke 23.8.85I.Peterson 265 .Jan 
A Wiley Bird & a Frustrated Dog John Mewett 276 Dec 
Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos Bon Thompson 273 Sept 


BOOK REVIEWS. 


A Gardener's Log by Edna Walling J.Galbraith 266 Feb 
BOTANY. 

The Ada Tree Bon Lhompson 269 Tliay 
An Object of Inspiration (Euc. ETSRIe ion Mewett 274 Oct 
From Cape Howe to the Cobberas. Bea Roberts & 

Talk by Leon Costermans 22.8.86 John Mewett 274 Oct 
Gascoyne -iiount Augustus 1981-84 

Talk by MréMrs Brooks 26.9.86 Jim Wall 275 Nov 


Grasses Talk by Peter Turner 24.10.86 Wendy Savage 276 Dec 
It's Nice to Believe All You are Told, But 


Now and Then... J.M.Brooks 267 Mar 
Two Years after Ash Wednesday . Ken Stuckey 272 Aug 
Uncommon Eucalypt on Mount Skene 
(Euc. kybeanensis) ~ Jane Purbrick 271 July 
Unidentified Plants on Excursions Bon thompson 271 Sept 
Victorian Native Orchids Talk by 
Bon § Ollie Thompson 22.11.85 Arthur Ewen 266 Feb 
EXCURSIONS. 
An Excursion to Bunurong led by Andrew 
Chapman 1.3.86 B.Nielson 270 June 


Australia Day Weekend Experience Jan 1986 Fred Put 267 Mar 
Bird-banding Excursion led by 
Ken Harris 26.4.86 June Lubcke 271 July 
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INDEX FOR LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST 1986 Nos.265--276 
a NS AOD NOS. 200-210 
EXCURSIONS contd.. 


Birdo's Had a Field Day J.&P.Wall 273 Sept 
Crinigan Road REserve Led by Eric Lubcke 
19.10.85 B.Mathews 265 Jan 

Fraser Island Talk by Jim Wall 18.10.85Ruth Place 265 Jan 
Grasses~ Field Excursion Led by 

Peter Turner 24.10.86 Neil Grigs 276 Dec 
January Campout 1986 Bon Thompson 267 Mar 
Morwell National Park Led by ranger 

23.11.85 David Stickney 266 Feb 
Our Native Fish and Others Led by 

B.Harasymiw 23.5.86 B.Nielson 272 Aug 


© 


Mount St.Gwinnear Led by Jim Wall 23.3.86 I.Peterson 270 June 
Pattern of Flora Types Follows Geological Sequence 


Led by Leon Costermans 26.8.86Jim Blucher 274 Oct 
Royal Botanic Gardens Annexe at Cranbourne 
Led by Mr Salkin 11.10.86 - Val Plant 275 Nov 
S.E.C.Re-habilitation Overburden Excursion led by : 
J.Bywater € B.Cole 25.7.86 ‘Val € John Larson275Nov 


FUNGI ’ 
ungi Talk by Bruce Fuhrer 27.6.86 Ellen Lyndon 273 Sept 
: iti ii 


Something About Slime Moulds 269 May 
GENERAL 

Car Sticker Report 1985-86 V.Plant 268 Apr 

Crinigan Road RNserve Report 1985-86 E.Lubcke 268 Apr 

Edward Hunter Heritage Bush REserve Committee 

of Management ~ Chairman's Report K.McDonald 268 Apr 

Financial Statement 1985-86 A.Stevart 268 Apr 

Opening of Moondarra State Park & Tyers 

Regional Park B.Thompson 267 Mar 

People of the Seals Film 21.3.86 I.Peterson 270 June 

President's Report 1985-86 Jim Wall 268 Apr 

Rehabilitation of Overburden Talk by 

J.Bywatwe & I.Esposito 25.7.86 H.Jones 273 Sept 

Woorabinda School Camp Report K.McDonald 268 Apr 
INSECTS 


A Butterfly Visitor (Tailed Emperor) Ellen Lyndon 272 Aug 

Nature Note on European Wasps z H 266 Feb 

Spider Bon Thompson 274 Oct 
7 u 


Wanderer Butterfly 270 June 
Yet Another (Calaenia @xcavata) Orchard Spider 
| B.Nielson 271 July. 
MARINE LIFE 
Marine Conservation Talk by 
Andrew Chapman 28.2.86 Mary Austin 269 May 


REPTILES 
Nature Note (Goannas & Gliders) John Mewett 270 June 
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SUPPLEMENT TO LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST 
LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATHBRALIST CLUB Inc. 


The Club thanks you for your support and looks forward to your 
continued membership for 1987 - 1988. 


Subscriptions to 31st Narch 1988 become due on 31st March 1987. 


Herewith remittance for Annual Subscription....-cecvsscecccescccere 
which will be 
NATURALIST ONLY $8.00 FAMILY $12.00 

SINGLE MEMBER $10.00 


Membership fees include cost of Naturalist 
NAMECHyelstouelessvavers eooeeo%e%82? 8 eoecoeescoeeneseeeeeeceoeenoer oGeaeeeeweeeeoeegeoeee ea 


Address.... eees#9ess eoeoeseoegeoececs8seeeceeeoeeneeseceenvneeeteeaee eco @6@e@@##ee2c8 8 Go 
ROSiECODEGB asc le crelenone chee HOOD 


Please forward your subscription to 
The Treasurer L.V.F.N.C.Inc. 
P.0O.Box 169 
Newborough 3825. 


If you are already financial for 1987 -1988 
please disregard this notice. 


You are deemed to be unfinancial if fees are not paid within 3 months. 


LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB Inc. 


Nomination Form for Office 


AE wish to nominate eee2re oe ee oO oO eo eooGOoevecoeoea ea Geo HF FHF HSC eT AK HEAaHBPeBe BO 8 
of eo@oe®eoeee700082830998609828200 8 6 @ eoocoe?e279090008929%008060 00 6 for the position 
of @eoe eo 08098 828086 29 2 oO @e00 © 09720 8 © © Oo e@careooe o eon eo oo of this Club ° 


BNODOS Clrendletaloterohsterevebetetelotelste teleliel cs 
SECON SUE sseisicleldlels atshelenertiersherehers 
I hereby agree to accept nomination for the above office 
These nomonation forms to be in the hands of the Secretary before 
the Committee Meeting March 25th 1987. 
Please consider seriously these nominations. 
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DETAILS OF COMTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS. 
CLUB HON. SECRETARY 


LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. INC. Mrs. F. Blucher 
IP(0). YYepie “s}Syis 
Morwell 3840 
Pn, 2 US7 


SYNLIE eo Maley. Wik, IDy (Ce Macreadie. 
ss Stoney Creek Road ~ 
(Cloypagfeuera’ SS) 2 

Ph. 48 9251 


TRARALGON F.N.C. Os Mr.D.H.Fitzgerald 
P20. Box 1/5 .; 
Churchill 3842 
Ph. O51 22 1104 


WARRAGUL F.N.C. Mr. F. Hanley 
9, Princes Highway 
Warragul 3820 
Ph. O56 23 2747 


BATRNSDALE F.N.C. Mrs. D. Hillard 
11, Enid Street, 
Bairnsdale 3875 
Ph. 051 52 3486 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 


Due March 3lst. Payable to Hon. Treasurer 


NATURALIST $6.00 FAMILY $10.00 


Subscription includes the Naturalist. 


MEETING 


7.30p.m. on 4th Friday 
each month, at 

Reg. Education Centre 
Kirk Street, Moe.3825 


Su cae | ala ee 
8.00p.m. on Ist. Friday 
each Monday Room 13 


Continuing Education 
' Centre, Raymond St, 


Sale. 3850 


8.00p.m. on Ist Friday 
Each month, at L.V. 
Education Building 
Kosciusko St. School 
Traralgon 3844 


Monthly excursion 
Contact secretary. 


8.00p.m. on 3rd Friday 
each month at 

C.W.A. Hall 

Bairnsdale 3875 


Mrs. A. Stewart, 
P.O. Box 169 
Newborough 3825 


SINGLE MEMBERS $8.00 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST is the official publication of the Latrobe 


Valley Field Naturalist Club. 


Contributions on any aspect of Natural History are invited from 


MEMBERS OF ALL CLUBS and should be addressed to:-= 


Hon. Editor, 

rosie be bongs 

99, Chamberlain Road, 
NEWBOROUGH 3825 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST 
Registered by Australia Post 
Publication No.VBH 1569 

If Undeliverable return to 
14 Barry Street Morwell 3840 


Postage 


Latrobe Valley 
| Haturalist 
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COMING EVENTS. 


LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C.Inc. 
Meeting: Friday March 27th 
Annual lieeting and elections. 
Films shown by Mr. Wall 
Excursion: Saturday March 28th to Inverloch 


Meeting Place: Near Shell Museum , Esplanade 
¢ Inverloch at 10.30 an. ; 
Please note that there will be e walk commencing at 11.00am. 


Leader: irs Margaret Rowe. 
Bird Group. Monday 6th April Toongabbie area 
Meeting Place: "“OQasis" at Toongabbie at 10.00am 


Bird Observers Club Bus trip to Mount Worth 

Saturday April 11th 10.00-10.30 an. 
Invitation extended to members of L.V.F.N.C. to attend. 
Please be prepared to carry lunches etc . 


FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH. 
Action days on 3rd Sunday of the month. at 10.00am. 
Contact Jack Brooks (056) 231 563 (Friends Co ordinator) 


Friends of Morwell National Park. 


Meet 2nd sunday each month. 
Ring Gail 221478 or Yvonne 222597 


Traralgon F.N.C. 
Secretary Brian Ingram 
14 Travers St, MORWELL 3840. 


e—_ CC OO eee ——— 
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LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST 


Below is a letter received from Department of Conservation Forests and 


SEEN: We would like to cpmpliment the Latrobe Valley Field Naturalists 


Club Ine. on its latest issue of the Latrobe Valley Naturalist (No.273 
September, 1986). 


This issue of the ‘Naturalist' was extremely informative on a wide range 
of issues, from fungi, through birdlife, weeds and overburden rehabilit- 
ation, to native fish research. Articles were entertaining, as well as 
educative. 


The ‘Naturalist’ is to be congratulated on both the range of informat- 
ion presented and the balanced views put forward on various issues. 


Our Department welcomes public participation in management of the nat-- 
ural environment. Articles in the latest ‘Naturalist’ go a long way 
+ovards fostering a better appreciation of the environment and raising 
« variety of management issues for member's consideration. 


"or example, traditionally the public associates pine plantations only 
“ith timber values. Yet, two separate articles in the ‘Naturalist’ high-~ 
Liehts wildlife values, with flocks of yellow-tailed black cockatoo 
.eing sightes feeding and sheltering in pine plantations, and recreat-~ 
ionvalues, with 'birdos' enjoying a day out amongst the pines. 


Son Thompson presented a most informative article on one of the noxious 
‘reeds; Helen Jones' article on rehabilitation of overburden was excell- 
ent, and Beryl MAthews' summary of native fish research methods and 
environmental considerations was comprehensive. 


The Department works daily in the areas of land protection, resource 
conservation and public land management, and staff members are amongst 
<he avid readers of the ‘Naturalist’. 


Le 


Thankyou again to the 'Naturalist' on its fine work in encouraging a 
sound appreciation of the natural environment and the fascinating 
wonders of nature. 


. Yours naturally, 
S.J.Cowling 
REgional Manager on behalf of Staff of the 
Warragul Region. 


rae EE snEInI UNNI gin nnNS SESE” 


Many members will be saddened to learn of the death recently of 
hao BI11 Cane of Maffra. 


‘ip Cane was a beekeeper and Native Plant grower. He discovered a new 
variety of Banksia in the 1960's and it was named Banksia canei for hin. 


“ve Cane has been a speaker to our Club on many occasions and has led 
excursions especially in the Avon Channel Country. These outings have 
been some of our most enjoyable excursions. 


‘i Cane was well known in Gippsland as a nurseryman,“Clearview" being 
is property at Maffra. He was a life member of the Society for Growing 
stralian Plants and the Victorian Beekeepers Association. 


5 
ae 

AY 
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Cur sympathy is extended to all members of the Cane family. 


a 


a 
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JANUARY - MEMBERS NIGHT. 


January meeting 1987 - and so we begin another year surrouhded 
by familiar happy faces and about to be reminded of previous happy 
times we have spent together by some of our " photographic specialists" 


Jim Wall reminds us of snake Island where we had to wade through 
water nearly to our waist to board a boat, and Bart in his desperate 
effort to locate the Baw Baw Frog, not forgetting Eulie when she took 
up her ‘cudgel’ to clear the Baw Baw road of a fallen tree. The Avon 
Channel trip when Val Larson lost her watch and ah! that wet, wet day 
when a few stalwarts caught fish in the Traralgon Creek. 


= Then John Larson with Gliders at Willung, followed by @ visit to 
Dinner Creek and Bennison Plains. We see Val Plant having a breather 
up steep Mount Margaret declaring that next time she will come armed 
with a hat and ‘Staminade' . Another cold wet day and we are up at 
iiount St. Gwinnear. Now back at LIcola and we see Val Plant manfully 
hanging onto a rope endeavouring to clamber up from the depths of a 
gully after viewing a waterfall. 


” 


Jack Brooks had been fortunzte enough,.to be able to spend a cons- 
iderable amount of time viewing the collection of butterflies belonging 
to his friend Mr Gooding - approximately 1000 specimens - and during his 
visits he had taken the opportunity to photograph them and we were 
treated to a very colourful showing of these beautiful butterflies-~ 
lovely greens, blues, yellows and browns from Australia, New Guinea, 
South America and Madagascar. 

Nancy Brooks then took us to real live specimens that she had 
captured on film when we visited the Butterfly House at the Zooligical 
Gardens on our November 1986 excursion -- a truly delightful butterfly =: 
home,with many lovely specimens flying around, lovely rich colours, 
resting briefly on the ferns and reeds. Deautiful yellow-orange nectar 
feeders, replicas of everlasting daisies. These slides were followed 
by a visit to the breeding reem, where we were shown some of the proc~ 
edures that took place to nourish the cocoons of these beautiful 
creatures - a good start in life ~. 


Jim Blucher showed Peter Turner sceking frass specimens on 
Willung and Holey Plains excursion and a beautiful Gecko who seemed 
to be delighted to have his photo taken. 


Bon and Ollie Thompson showed a slide portraying the lengths one 
would. go to assist a photographer to get the elusive ‘perfect‘picture~ 
in this instance -Pink Fairies near Seaspray, followed by a walk to 
iiount Canibal at the east end of the Baw Baw escarpment. 

“Ye then wandered through. the Botanic Annexe at Cranbourne, visiting 
the Banksia area where Mr Salkin is experimenting with Banksiapropog- 
ation, followed by another visit to the fascinating butterfly house. 


Now we see Mary going to examine the Gentians and Everlastings ° 
on the high Plains followed by a complete change of scene - winter 

now on the high country. 

Jean Galbraith showed us the beautiful Rainbow Lorikeet and then 
the stages of the Satin Bower Bird building its bower, followed by an 
unusual lichen growth with three different species appearing on 
one branch. % 

To close the evening Eric Lubcke took us to those aoMEONEIe rolling 
mountains. Mount Buller, Bogong, Mansfield, Baw Baw, endless beautiful 
hills and valleys bespeaking strength and beauty , lovely blues, mauves 
and greys, sometimes ablaze with colour, whites and pinks ,but always 
with a sense, of pervading tranquility in.a wonderful world : SEES 


Pearl Reeves, 
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REPORT ON ACTIVITIES OF THE OVE RBURDEN AND OPEN CUT REHEBILITATION 
CONSULTATIVE GROUP. 


_Introduction. 
The group has met nine times, alternately at the Morwell Shire 
Offices and at a venue on the S.E.C. works area: during the year we 
have also had two conducted tours of the sites one of which was a 
ministerial inspection. 
Terns of Reference. 
Oo agsist in ensuring that all practical options for »ehabilitat~ 
ion are. identified for consideration prior to any decision being made. 
To provide input and advice on the development of rehabilitation 
plans and consideration of public responses. 
To give members an opportunity to advise the S.E.C.V. on how 
proposals will affect those they represent. 


Time Table. 

It is hoped that implementation of the plans may commence by July 
€7, but the actual date depends on the progress of the ‘discussions. 
Progress. a 

Several specialist groups have prepared the following documents 
which we-in turn have discussed. aaa 

Guide lines for production centre rehabilitation planning. 

Selection of landscape consultant (TRACT got the job) 

Operational excavation and disposal factors. 

Rehabilitation research status report (Dr Jenkins-~ Melb. Uni. ) 

Fire prevention (Mr Incoll) 

Inter--relationships between rehabilitation policy, consultants 

assessment and S.E.U.V. support studies. 

Consultants first progress report (TRACT) 

Hydrogeological assessment and drainage proposals... 

Consultants second progress report (TRACT) 

S.E.C.V.(draft)Guidelines for Rehabilitation planning ana practices. 

Several letters from Department of Industry, Technology and 

Resources. 


The predominant stated aim of the sroud is to return the area as 
close as possible to its pre-mined condition. liuch theoretical work, 
research work off site and field trials on’ site have established 
many of the points set out in the (draft) guidelines. 

Condiderable emphasis has been placed on the landscaping aspects 
of the project, as this not only makes for a ‘pleasant. appearance, but 
also lowers the rate of run off of rain water by achieving very small 
gradients of the batters. 

This latter point markedly improves the possibilities of establ- 
ishing and maintaining satisfactory vegative cover on the final site. 


It is unfortunate that the (draft) guide lines virtually ignore 
the requirements of the fauna, but the latest TRACT report sets out 
a series of practices for establishing multi-use wet lands. 


F.w.Blucher 
L.V.F.N.C. delegate. 
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An Annual Report :FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH STATE PARK. 


Austhoush: " Warragul " was adopted as the name for a.town in West 
Gippsland, it is an Aborigines’ word characterising ‘the wildness of. 
the natural environment which the European pioneers were faced with on 
their arrival in the hill country of West and South Gippsland. 


However, appropriate as the fact is, very few people today can 
visualise that lost situation unless they have some experience of a 
living example of it. For this reason, if for none other, the. concept 
of the Mount worth Park has been preserved with to the point where 
we now have a wonderful opportunity of such an experience, particul _. 
arly in the light of the present growing understanding of the »import- 
ance of the environment and the complex character of life in total. 


But as clearly defined access is vital, the Friends of Mount 
“orth have had another busy year in their role of pioneering hag 
access to the great variety of interest within the Bark. 

Almost the whole year has been taken up with action on the longest 

of the three circuits suitable for general usage, eliminating. the 

dangerous aspects of the original tracks, including five more bridges 

peeene the total to ten overall, financed by much appreciated State 
ernment grants for materials. , 


No longer will people have to slide down a precmtcna slope, — 
climb up the waterfalls, or wade through cveeks. Two of the 20 action 
days, were taken up by the laying of planks to eliminate the mud on 
the M5 Circuit. And we have a whole year of activities in full sight! 


Jack Brooks. 


REPORT OF THE WIRILDA PROGRESS ASSOCIATION 1986-87 


During the last twelve months the association has been active 
with monthly meetings. 

'.: A new Seeretary and treasurer were elected from several new 
members. 

During the year a contract was let for renovations and painting 
to the five houses on Wirilda. All five houses were painted extern- 
ally as well as some internal painting. 

Weed control remains a problem, mainly Blackberries and Ragwort 
This problem has been dealt with on a contract basis. 

The picnic area and walking track are used by the public during 
the warmer months. Consideration has been given to the employment of 

a part-time caretaker for the picnic areas. It is hoped the. caretaker's 
nnaeerce can help to curb the illegal shooters who are a concern to 


the residents. 0.Thompson 
, e - 


LATROBE BANDSCAus COMMITTEE 
OBJECT. OF COMMITTEE. 


Maintenance and enhancement of the Quality of the LAtrobe 
Region rural and urban landscape. 

Support to Latrobe Valley Field Naturalist Club regarding Govern- 
ment purchase of land abutting ifowwell National Park (Peel! Ss block) 

Assisting with Latrobe Region roadside Vegetation Study. 

Investigating and commenting on code of Practice for Tree Clear- 
ing near Power Lines (S.E.C.V. Tree Clearinf Policy) 

Co-ordination with A.P.M. regarding tree planting on A.P.M. 
River Flats. 

Flora and Fauna Conservation Guarantee. Draft submission ‘ 
selec J.Wall 
L.V.F.N.C.Rep. 
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REPORT OF CRINIGAN RD.RESERVE 1986-87 


Not a great deal has happened since last report, money is still 

the retarding factor in making any major improvements. a 
Never-the-less we did get the dam repaired, and has settled down 

and holding water now. A group of conservation volunteers from Churchill 

put in a couple of weeks, making a path from the car-park, around 

the top end of the dam, but unfortunately, they put it through a soak 

which makes it impossible to walk on in the winter months. 


,We had the use of the shire Council grader and driver for one 
morning and was able to fill in most of the water courses and make 
cuts, in the firebreaks, to divert the water into the bush. This has 
rade big improvements in stopping the washouts on the slopes. 


S.E.C. got a little anxious about fire hazards last autumn, after 
some children started a fire in the top west block, so it was decided 
to burn the side next to the Crinigan Rd. houses. This was done in the 
lete afternoon, over four days doing a small section each time, so they 
could look after it. By putting out all smouldering logs and trees, 
vorked out well, doing minimum damage to the eucalypts , flora and fauna. 


The blackberries were sprayed about five weeks ago, and I am 
pleased to say there seems to be getting less to do each year... 


Had hoped to get some waste logs from A.P.M. to put around the 
boundary where the fences are broken down, but missed out , after being 
told I had a good chance of getting some. They gave me about a dozen 
pine posts to replace ones that had rotted off. 


Unfortunately the man the council contracted to cut the firebreaks 
this year, ran over or broke off two thirds of the Eucalypts that were 
left to try and fill up the fire break, as they are too wide. 

As myself or some other representative was supposed to be contacted 
so as to advise the contractor , this means we had no say in it. 
lle have made a strong protest to Council, and are waiting for a reply 
s to who was responsible for the non co-operation. 

E.T.C.Lubcke. 


a 


BIRD OBSERVING REPORT. 


The "first Monday in the Month" bird observing excursions have 
been well attended throughout the year. 

A good variety of areas have been visited including Bulga Park, 
A.P.M. Settling POnds, Tyers Park., Darlimurla, Cowwarr Veir, 
Moondarra State PArk, S.E.C. area on Latrobe River, Bird's Gully, 
Maringal Scout Camp area and Anderson's Inlet. Members also took part 
in a Duck survey organised by the R.A.0.U. on 17th January 1987; and 
lists of birds recorded were sent to C.F.& L. Neerim south. 


Althpugh these excursions may sometimes come under the heading 
of "Bird Group" it is reminded that they are F.N.Club excursions, and 
any member of the Club is welcome to come along. 


June Lubcke. 


a 
1987 ANNUAL REPORT LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB INC. 
CAR STICKER SECRETARY. 


Stickers sold to value of $39.90 
Balance in bank 11.3.87 Including interest $331.74. F 


Valma Plant. 
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PRESIDENT‘S REPORT 1986-1987. 


After a somewhat shaky start when there were no takers for either 
President or Secretary at the last annual Meeting, the year got off 
the ground with an excursion to Morwell's Crinigan Road Reserve, the 
boat trip to Sperm whale Head being cancelled due to lack of numbers. 
Club member Mr Ken Harris, led a very keen band of birdos on a bird- 
banding trip in the most dreadful weather imaginable. Did we scare him 
off? I don't believe he has been seen since. I have it on. good author- 
ity that his slide night was excellent. 

Tn May the weather was almost as bad when Mr Beau Harasymiu gave us 


an insight into the native fish research being carried out by the 5S.E.C.V. 


after an interesting night the previous evening. 


We were very pleased to have Mr Bruce Fuhrer share with us his 
discoveries in the world of fungiand, although it was a bit fierce 


when we visited Tarongo Falls the next day, it was still most ‘enjoyable. 


S.E.C. represemtatives , Messrs Brian Cole and John Bywater told 
cs about their work in rehabilitating old open cut areas in July and 
tcok us on a grand tour on the Saturday. The Club also got a bit of 
publicity out of that one, with yours truly appearing in both S.E.C. 
CONTACT and Latrobe Valley Express. 


Mr Leon Costermans, always a very popular speaker, took us on a 
fabulous slide tour from "Cape Howe to Cobberas" in august and led an 
interesting trip to Mt,Erica, still with snow on its upper reaches. 


In September another Club member did the honours when Jack Brooks 
and his wife Nancy shared their exciting trip to the Gascoyne in W.A. 
and we went orchid hunting next day. 


In October was the first of several enjoyable bus trips whish 
was to the Botanic Gardens Annexe at Cranbourne, the next one being 
to the Butterfly house at the Melbourne zoo after a talk and slides 
by Mr. Charles lie’ Cubbin. 


Mr Peter Turner taught us about grasses in October and wehad a 
lovely Christmas PArty at woorabinda in December. Our campout to the 
Traralgon High School Camp at Licola in January was enjoyed by all as 
was::the talk about Little Penguins and our final bus trip for the year 
to Phillip Island. : 

I wish to thank all members of the executive for all their help 
during a rather difficult year. The bus trips created a lot of extra 
work, particularly the last one, for both Secretaries and Treasurer, 
but I believe they were worth it. Perhaps we should look at appointing 
someone else to look after these in future? Both Mrs Blucher and Mrs 
iiathews have handed in their resignations. I thank you both for your 
support. It is hard when all three of us are "green". 


~~ Thenkyou to Vice President Nol tir Wall , for your help in many 
‘ways- I dont know what I would have done without you. Also to Iirs 
Reeves for helping with the camp-out arrangements. iir and lirs thompson 
for arranging the campout excirsions, Mrs Thompson for assisting with 
<he programme, Mr Wall for assisting at the A.G.M. including obtaining 
and showing films.Mrs Peterson and lirs Blucher and her husband did a 
lot of work for the Christmas party, and Mr Blucher represenhing us on 
the S.E.C.V.Rehabilitation Committee, Mr Wall for representing us on 
the Landscape Committee - I thank you all. 


¢ 


contd... ¢é 


WwW 
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; -PRESIDENT'S REPORT . .... contd... 


A very big thankyou to Mrs Thompson, ably’ assisted ‘by Mr Arnengeon 
for all her’ work as Conservation C0- -ordinator, a task becoming more — 
and more onerous, and’to Mrs Wall for taking on the task of Magazine 
Editor, firstly while Mrs Long was on holidays and again When she was 
unfortunately very i11.:A big thankyou also to Mrs Long for acting in 
this capacity once again. It is very sad that although she has vegained 
her health,:-Mr Long is now seriously ill (he died on March 11th) 
we often think of you. 

In addition, thankyou to the birdo's who have such a lovely group 
zoing. Due to Shean enthusiasm and friendliness, it has. really taken 
off. To everyone who has helped in any way at all thankyou. — 


Lets look forward to 1987! 
Jane Purbrick (President) 


nia P REPORT ON EDWARD HUNTER HERITAGE. RESERVE. 


In spite of some vandalism and arson the committee members are 
ee to report, that the hard work that has been carried out during 
the st year is reflected in the improved appearance of the park. 
onkens supervised by staff from the Office of Corrections have done 

some general maintenance work for example clearing paths creating 
fire breaks and lopping dangerous trees. 
Local school children have assisted by planting trees and shrubs 
wnich have. been supervised by committee members. 


A new sign has been erected at the Coalville road entrance. 
Along the Dwyer Street boundary the area has been cleared up and 
numbers of Spotted 5; gums have been planted. 


Over the last year or two the popularity of the park has become 
more obvious as more people seem to be making use of it. 
Gratitude is.due to the Council's Parks and Gardens supervisor 
iip Barlagen. 

Stan MAthews. 


Have! ‘you obtained a ‘Car Sticker ? You will then recognize other 
members when travelling in your car. They cost si. 50 and are available 
from lirs Val Plant. ee 


Have you a Club Badge ? . This is a most attractive badge with 
the Club emblem of the Flying duek Orchid featured on it. . , 
The badge costs $4.00 available at meetings from the Tecaecrenk 


Have you.a Name Tag ? Then you can be identified at meetings and 
excursions. They cost $1.50 from lMys Crane. ut rer 


History of the L.V.F. N.C.Inc. This iota was cenit fon. 
the 25th year of our Club. You will find it very interesting reading. 
The cost is $2.00 and is available at general meetings. 
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REPORT OF BUSINESS MEETING HELD: FEBRUARY Zoithy 1987... 


12 members attended the meeting. Eggs 
Mr Wall reported that 22 people attended the eae Officer in 
charge had thanked us for leaving the camp in perfect condition. 

Our thanks to Mrs Reeves and Mrs thompson for their work also. 


ANNUAL MEETING. We are to elect President, Vice President No 1, 
Treasurer and Conservation C0-ordinator. 
The Secretany and Minute Secretary have handed in their resignations. 


Notice of Motion To be moved at the annual Meeting that there be an ~ 
increase in the cost of the Naturalist. Naturalist only $8.00 

Single Membership $10.00 Family Membership $12.00. 

iiembership of the Club includes the Naturalist. 


ite Wall will show a film at the annual Meeting. 
FINANCE after all accounts were paid there was a balance. of $385.88 


Correspondence.V.F.N.C. re annual meeting at Inverloch in MArch. 
C.C.V.Minutes of Meeting, Annual Meeting , re L.C.C. report and asking 
for copies of submissions .Water Law Review. . 

Two letters from Red Cross re Red Cross Calling. 

Natural History liedallion ifiss Galbraith to contact Dr Willis. 
Vater Law Review newsletter. F.N.C. of South Australia re Car Stickers. 
Northern Territory Naturalist, SGAP Newsletter, North East (Tas) news~ 
iicheiaever Flora and fauna guarantee, Park Notes. 

Letter written to Dept Cons.Forest & Lands re letter about Naturalist. 


Friends of Morwell National PArk had received word that Peel's Block 
had been purchased and added to the park. This Club has not heard 
anything official as yet. 

Venue for business meetings. Members looking eround for a venue which 
would be more central. 

The President had been contacte re private land ate subdivided on 
Glendonald and Thompson road. We were asked to do a plant survey of 
the 79 acres in*question. The area is surrounded by Crown Land. 


Conservation Co-ordinator. ‘set 3 
Submission sent to Min. of Water Resources re report No 3, 4 & 6 on 
water Law Review.: 4 
Min. of Conservation re L.C.C. re East Gippsland. 
Final Report. L.R.C. re LAtrobe Region Strategy over view documents. 
Environment Protection Authority re water draft. 


Received word that Bird Observers Club Club will meet at Mt.Worth 
April llth. Invitation for our members to join them. 


C.F.L. want input into planning and Management of Holey Plains Atate 


The next businness meeting will be held on Wednesday March 25th at the 
Co~operating Churches, Churchill at 7.30 pm. 

Any interested members are welcome at these meetings. 

This business cannot be conducted at ordinary m-etings as it would 
‘ake up the whole evening. It is a very important part of our club. 


Supper roster March 27th ae Ce) 


Li 
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COMING EVENTS. 


LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C.Inc. 
REET. 


MEETING: Friday April 24th 
SPEAKER: Mrs Hilary Weatherhead 
‘Wildflowers of Ceete” 
EXCURSION: Saturday April 25th 
to the ADA Tree. 
MEETING PLACE: Neerim South outside Hospital 


at 10.00 am. 


Bird Group. 

Meeting Monday May 4th to Walhalla 
old Railway 

Meeting Place Thomson River Bridge (Erica pede) 
at 10.00 am. 

TRARALGON F.N.C. Contact Secretary 
Mr Brian Ingram 
i4 Travers Street Morwell 3840 

_ WARRAGUL F.N.C Contact Secretary 


lie F.Hanley 
9 Princes Highway Warragul 
Tel. 056 23 2747 


FRIENDS OF NORWELL NATIONAL PARK. 


Details of activities Contact Gail 221478 
: or Yvonne 222597 
B.0.C.Excursion Saturday 19th September 


Our Club invited to join them at iMoondarra State Park. 
Meeting place and time to be advised nearer the date. 


¢) 
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On a warm January afternoon I saw an unusual "Butterfly" sitting 
on the shady side of a tree stump. The wings were jet black with only 
pure white markings, the same on both top and bottom wings. It was 
about 1~2 cm wing span with a fine white scalloped line across the 
rear of the wings about 6-12 mm from the edge. Lhere were a series of 
fine white lines running longitudinally from the scallop line to the 
edge of the wings. In front of the scalloped line and running later- 
ally were three or four rows of short thick white lines. -In ftont of 
these were another set of fine white lines about 12 mm long pointing 
towards the head. the body was about31 mm long, dark in colour but 
orange red on both ends. 


He sat there for at least 10 minutes until I brought out my 
camera to,get a record but all I got was a blur ! Yes, he took off as 
it pressed, the button. 


Thanks to Bon Thompson's research I now know it was a Day Moth” © 
with thé ‘name Comocrus behri. om 
John Larson 


LL LLL LL LL LO LCT 
SNAKE ALIVE. 


During our holiday in Tasmania, on a visit to Strahan, we went 
on a nature walk to Hogarth Falls where we hoped to see a Platypus _ 
swimming in the creek. We entered the area through Huon Pine Gate which 
originally came from a hospital. 


The. path to the falls was lined with moss covered logs, varied 
ferns one.of which was Blechnum nudum the Fishbone Water Fern,G€assinia 
aculeata. Dogwood, Pomaderris apetala Hazel Pomaderris, Atherosperma mos 
moschatum Southern Sassafras, and Anopterus glandulosus Tasmanian 
Laurel and many other species. this path was adjacent to a small fast 
running creek. Our attention had been drawn to the honey colour of the 
waterwhich was caused by the chemical reaction of Gymnoschoenus 
sphaerocephalus Button Grass and Lomandra longifolia Sage (iat Rush). 
It was at this instant we espied on the opposite bank of the creek a 
1-1.5 ‘metre dark green/black Tiger Snake (thought to be female because 
of its size) obviously thirsty. Not being satisfied with its present 
position to obtain’a drink it slithered on to a log which was half 
submerged, raised its head to survey the situation for safety; then 
proceeded to move to the end of the log. The snake then lowered its 
head. and opened its mouth very wide; dipped into the water and drank, 
and then slid silently into the creek and began to swim to our side!! 


“We decided we had seen enough and took off smartly? : . ; 
continuing our walk to the falls, leaving the snake to its own devices, 


P.S. Tiger Snakes vary greatly in colour according to habitat. 
‘TASTREK' Quartet. 
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AUSTRALIA DAY WEEKEND CAMPOUT 1987. 


Many members arrived at the High School Camp at Licola on the 
Friday. The bushland was green around the camp and there were many birds 
about. The bird list for the weekend was app. 35 species. 


Saturday morning while walking near the river several plants were 
seen on the rocky cliff opposite. through binoculars we identified the 
Rock Isotome, Golden Everlastings and others; but a low plant on a flat 
rockface had us puzzled. Ollie scrambled up to the top of the cliff and 
then down to the rock face and brought back specimens which were the 
Tufted Knawel. He also brought back specimens of a blue daisy-bush 
which we identified as Olearia adenophora - Scented Daisy~bush. ~* 
it was in this area at the river that we saw the only Welcome Swallow 
for the weekend, whose nights were spent on a ledge of rock on a perp- 
endicular rockface. 


Saturday afternoon we went up to Mt skene with several stops on 
the way. Connor's Plain produced a number of plants in bloon. 
The Bird Orchid was found by Jenny, the youngest member. 
Further on Eucalyptus kybeanensis- the Kybean Mallee-ash, was a new 
species for most of us. Its small leaves, low mallee growth and small 
Speults made ib easy to identify from the tall Woollybutts, snow Gums 
and other eucalypts present. Its species name just means ' coming from 
Kvbean ‘ in N.S.W. Nearer to the lookout on Mt Skene th~ nen grass- 
iand was densely dotted with the introduced Oxeye Daig  ~ a noxious 
weed suspected of being &: important host of viruses .«1ch affect pot- 
atoes. Of course there were many native plants including the Pratias, 
Yams, Orange Everlastings in bud, the blue Coarse Daisy and others. 
ft the Mt Skene lookout the day was so bright and sunny that the views 
were veryclear. there was much discussion as to the direction of Mt. 
Hotham which was not marked on the direction dial. I don’t know if the 
discussion was satisfactorily ended or not. 


On the return journey we stopped and enjoyed a meander amongst 
the large Woollybutts on the ‘Chairman's Block’ which has not been 
logged. Here we found liountain Pepper, Alpine Greenhoods, Alpine Water 
fern and Triggers. The whole area had a parklike effect under the huge 
Ene CSE 


Sunday brought an early start as we headed up into the mountains 
towards Holmes Plain. The first stop at Bennison Lookout was not very 
productive because of the low cloud. < Tamboritha Saddle we found 
many flowers including the Purple Violets, Royal Bluebells, Alpine 
Riceflower, Ivy Goodenia, Short-flowered heath bush, Richea, Heath 
Daisy-bush, Billy Buttons, the alpine and the Showy Podolepis and many 
others. Unfortunately there was not the display of colour this year 
as it has been dry in the high country. Derwent Speedwell on the road-~ 
sides wasn't affected by the dry. 


Next area visited was Holmes Plain. Here again there was no visual 
display but those who walked down to the creek were rewarded with Adders 
Tongue, Alpine Trachymene, Butterctips, Small Brooklime, Knawels, Sky 
Lilies, Alpine Leek Orchids and others. There was a buttercup which 
had its leaves all under the surface of the stream. We think it ia a 
variety of the river Buttercup. there was also an introduced herb- 
Lady's Mantle, which in Mediaeval times was thought to produce magic 
lotions, especially from the dew on the leaves. Later it was used as 
a wound-herb and also when soaked in water produced an extract or 


drink HO UaNecenel woes! contd ...pp 
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AUSTRALIA DAY WEEKEND CAMPOUT 1987. - contd... 


Many members walked along Holmes Plain to visit Kelly's Hut. Our Sec~ 
retary recorded the visit in the visitors book. they walked back ~ 
through the trees on the edge of the plain. 


After lunch we moved on towards the airstrip. We stopped to 
check the waterfall where the snow Daisies grow. We identified the rosy - 
Heath-myrtle, Alpine Bottlebrush, the Lattice Everlasting, Alpine Star- 
bush ahd others. However at the airstrip the weather broke and we had 
cloud and the visibility was almost nil for driving. The hardy souls 
‘who put on wet weather gear and walked on the airstrip were rewarded 
with a good display of alpine flowers, most of which we had seen at 
Tamboritha Saddle or Holmes Plain, but not in this profusion. The 
delight for me was quite a number of Alpine Celery plants with many of 
them in bloom. This plant is very palatable to stock and.so we do not 
-see it often. The fact that stock are not allowed on the airstrip 
accounted for the growth of so many plants. ns 


On the return journey we visited shaw's Creek and had a scramble 
up amongst the boulders of hthe small gorge. We also collected specim- 
ens of a eucalypt as we could not decidd if it was Candlebark or Mount- 
ain Gum. However as we could not find juvenile leaves we still cannot 
decide. Dr.Willis says they are so close that specific separation is_ 
by no means always easy and there is good reason for reducing the 
Mountain Gum to a variety of the Candlebark. So we will have to leave 
it to the experts or go back in March when the Candlebark will have 
red patches on the trunk. We think both species were there. 


Driving slowly along the road we came upon two Sambar Deer trott~ 
ing down the road. It was a sight especially as one of the deer had 
antlers. They just stepped in amongst the trees and stood quietl 
until Ollie pointed towards them and then they sped off. ; 


The day had cleared and the view from Bennison Lookout in the 
late afternoon was splendid. 


Then back to camp for tea. Bon Thompson. 


OUR _LICOLA HIGHLIGHTS. 


Two highlights from our weekend at Licola was arriving at the 
airstrip near Holmes Plain in thick misty rain and walking over the 
area to see which flowers were in bloom. In the grey misty distance 
we could see two chunky solid objects and walked over to inspect them 
more closely. They turned out to be two very old snow Gums, gnarled, 
bent, Twisted and bearded with lichens. The bark was light/dark grey 
and green. Elbow bends on the branches were wrinkled like skin. : 
Wie have never seen such old Snow Gums. 


At the opposite end of the spectrum, the day we were leaving 
Licola was golden after leaving Burgoynes Gap and driving down towards 
Paradise Valley the paddocks and hillsides were golden in the sun- 
light, and views of Glenmaggies sparkling waters breathtaking. 

Finally a lazy lunch hour beside Glenmaggie Creek, then a round trip 
home via Cowwarr Weir. 


Jim & Peg Wall. 
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bef. 
- LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALISTS‘ CLUB INC. 


STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE 3 MARCH 1986 to 2 MARCH 1987 
ee lleeeeeaQaoaaoaoaoaooeeee——eeEeeaSeE 
RECEIPTS. 


alance at 1 March 1986 549.10 
Investment account 1170.23 
Bank Interest -Cheque Account 18.88 
Bank Interest- Investment Account 108.85 
Membership Subscriptions P2054, 
Magazine subscriptions 641.00 
Campout at Licola 348.00 , 
Zoo Trip 328.00 
Cranbourne Trip — 336.00 
Philip island Trip 504.00 
Suppers and donations 218.70 
Sale of Club Badges 52.00 
Sale of club History . 8.00 
Sale of Calendars : 131.00 
Sale of Books ; 48.50 “¢ 
Sale of Notelets . 43.10 3069.03 
4788.36 
EXPENDITURE 
Subscriptions and Donations . 120.00 
Naturalist Magazine 577.49 
Petty Cash : 100.00 
Hire of Meeting Rooms — ; 48.00 
Sound Iystem (Microphones §& Speaker) 221.37 
Bus Trips (3@ $330) 990.00 
Entrance to Penguin Parade 84u.u0 
Campout at L"cola 348.00 
Conservation Expenses (Environmental effects)126.00 
Expenses for speakers 31.00 
Calendars ns 110.00 
Books ; % 40.00 
Notelets 46.80 
Suppers (Cups and Cake) Ss 35.72 
Book. Binding 22.50 
Bank. ‘Fee ‘and Duty ~~ 5.99 2907.27 
Balance on Hand : Cheque Account 602.01 
eae : Investment Account 1270.08 
4788.36 
RECONCILED BANK ‘STATEMENT. Ani 
Balance at Bank ‘at 25. February 1987 if h29H52 31 
Plus Deposits 2 March 1987 NSS 5172 10 
Less. ‘Unpresented cheques - 253811 5.00 
253838 5/6:9:5 
253846 87.05 
253847 25.00 
253848 5.00 ‘ . 
253849 84.40 212.40 


ae 
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SAFARI - lMARK 2 Part l. 


Once again ,my friend Jessie, suggested an expedition. This time 
my two grandchildren Jennifer who is four and seven year old Helen, 
were our companions. 

On a beautiful, sunny morning we set off- to liorwell Sunday 
market. After the girls had purchased some essential articles of under- 
wear for their new Cabbage Patch Dolls, we took the road to Tyers. 


Ar Tyers Jessie pointed out to me where Miss Jean Galbraith 
lived. A somewhat tantalising experience ~ having just read “ Garden 
in a Valley" - being so close but only able to picture in one's mind's 

-eye what lay the other side of the dense fence. After a brief stop we 
continued on our way. 


Halfway up a steep h#11 we stopped again to admire the view, then 
Following the directions we had been given, easily found the track to 
Peterson's Lookout. As a newcomer I am continually being taken surp- 
.pise, by such unexpected, delightful spots to be found off the beaten 
track. : , 

The first thing that struck me about Peterson's Lookout was the 
obvious loving care and thoughtfulness which had been lavished on the 
planning and provision of the facilities at the site. One can view the 
spectacular aspect of the gorge in comfort and safety from the solid, 
well designed observation platform. We walked, took photographs and’ 
just stood and stared; and even the children were moved by the beauty 
and tranquility. After looking around at the flora the area has ‘to 
‘offer and making use of the picnic facilities, we returned to the. car 
and set off back up the track. 


Eagle~eyed Jessie soon spotted something ahead. I stopped the car 
and we all watched in fascination as a huge goanna walked round a tree 
At least it seemed huge to me, being unfamiliar with such creatures. 
Tt must have been four or five feet long from tip to tail. Quietly we 
got out of the car and tiptoed towards it. Needless to say, quiet. as 
we were, he heard us and made off into the bush. But not too quickly 
so we were able to stand and watch until he eventually disappeared 
from view. . 2 

With the girls chattering excitedly, we returned to the car and 
once again continued on our way. It was fortunate that we were only 
moving slowly for, without warning, a large lyrebird plunged through 
the bushes and crossed in front of us missing the car by only inches. 
So once again we had been unbelievably lucky in our sightings. 


Dorothy Farrow. 
Part 2 will be in a later issue of Naturalist Ed. 


a CEC naan ne eneneenaa 


ANOTHER LICOLA HIGHLIGHT. 


I could not resist picking a small bunch of waving snow grass at 
the airstrip. The grass was in full bloom and made a beautiful mauve 
carpet, spangled with droplets of moisture from the softly falling 
misty rain. o. HEE past 

Pearl Reeves. 


Mo ene nen ee TT OTT oy Ye 
At the Annual Meeting the following people were elected to office. 
President Miss Jane Purbrick. ‘Vice President Nol. Jim Wall 
Treasurer Anne Stewart | Conservation Co-ord.: Bon..Thompsan. « 
Secretary lirs Gwyn Trainor Asst.Secretary lirs Florencé Blucher 
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Report of Business Meeting held March 25th 1987. 
12 members present, 3 apologies. 


Survey atChurchill - 93 plants and 64 bizids were counted. 
A letter being sent re details of survey. 


April excursion. It is hoped that if Marschelek will lead the excurs~- 
ion to the ADA Tree. 
Bank Balance as on the Balance Sheet. 


Correspondence. 
Department Conservation Forests and Lands re Speaker. 


City of Traralgon re meeting to discuss recreational activities. 
Miss Purbrick will attend these meetings. 


Dept. C.F.L. invitation to Kinglake (re grants) too late to attend. 
c.C.V. Minutes. 
B.0.C. re leader for their excursion to Moondawra State Park Sept 19th 
vie will supply a leader .exact location would depend on weather, roads 
etc. B.O.C. will be coming by bus. 

National Trust landscape re Gippsland Lakes. 

Mrs Long (thanks) 

Wildlife Protection Agency 

Dept. Planning €Environment re gtants. 

C.C.V. re camp at Roger River at Easter 

Publications Received. Quoll, SGAP Maroondah Group Newsletter, 
Northern Territiry NAturalist, ECOS, Vic.Naturalist, C.C.V.News. WETA. 


General Business. 


Grant for submissions ($500.00 ) has been announced and has been 
presented to Secretary. 

liv Ross Scott of Water Improvement is confident of receiving the grant 
but mot for 3 people for 12 months but for 4 people for 6 months. 

We agreed to support his application for funds. 


Overburden Rehabilitation reports. Gives very little consideration to 
the natural environment. 


Neil Grigg offered to assist lirs Thompson with Conservation Co0ordin-~ 

ator activities. 

Write to Bairnsdale F.N.C. re excursion in October giving details and 

suggestions re the trip to Dutson Downs. 

Library expenses. $25.00 passed for librarian. 

Conservation Co--ordinator 

fetters to lirs Kirner re East Gippsland final recommendations. 
Dept.C.F.L. re Mt St Gwinear after collecting impact statement. 
Sec. LVWSB thanks for Latrobe River Basin Report. 
Roadside Conservation Committee re roadsides in L.C.C. investig- 

a ation. 

Reply from E.P.A. to submission on Waters of Victoria. 

Sent Census re Churchill survey. 

Submissions to be discussed L.C.C. specila Investigation Latrobe Valley 

L.C.C. Talking Points. 


Supper Roster April 24th Norma Rees Helen Jones. 


” 


The next business meeting will be held on Wednesday April 22nd at our 
new venue YMCA Hall McDonald Street Morwell at 7.30 pm. 
Any interested members are welcome at these meetings. 


PLEASE NOTE. Annual Subscriptions are now due 
WAturalist Only $8.00 Single Member $ 10.00 Family $ 12.00 
Membership includes cost of NAturalist. 


i 
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DETAILS OF COMTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS. 


CLUB HON. SECRETARY 

LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. EN@. Mrs. F. Blucher 
P.O. Box 334 
Morwell 3840 
in, 2 ALS 


SALE F.N.C. Mr. D. C. Macreadie 
ae Stoney Creek Road 
Cowwarr 3857 
Tenn Ose 2(bsl cement 


TRARALGON F.N.C. x. Me .D.H. Fitzgerald 
wa awa, = | P.0.Box 175 
Churchill 3842 
Ph. 051 22 1104 


WARRAGUL F.N.C. Mr. F. Hanley 

9, Princes Highway 
Warragul 3820 
Ph. 056 23 2747 


BAIRNSDALE F.N.C. Mrs. D. Hillard 
; 11, Enid Street, 

Bairnsdale 3875 

Ph. 051 52 3486 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 


Due March 31st. Payable to Hon. Treasurer 


NATURALIST $6.00 FAMILY $10.00 


Subscription includes the Naturalist. 


7.30p.m. on 4th Friday 
each month, at 

Reg. Education Centre 
Kirk Street, Moe.3825 


8.00p.m. on ist.Friday 
each Monday Room 13 
Continuing Education 
Centre, Raymond St, 


_8.00p.m. on Ist Friday 
Each month, at L.V. 


Education Building 
Kosciusko St. School 
Traralgon 3844 


Monthly excursion 
Contact secretary. 


8.00p.m..on 3rd Friday 
each month at 

C.W.A. Hall 

Bairnsdale 3875 


Mrs. A. Stewart, 
P.O. Box 169 
Newborough 3825 


SINGLE MEMBERS $8.00 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST is the official publication of the Latrobe 


Valley Field Naturalist Club. 


Contributions on any aspect of Natural History are invited from 
MEMBERS OF ALL CLUBS and should be addressed to:-~ ‘ 


Hon. Editor, 

Mrs. L. Long, 

99, Chamberlain Road, 
NEWBOROUGH 3825 
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COMING EVENTS. 
LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. 


Meeting: Friday May 22nd. 
Speaker: . Jurgen Schaeffer 

) "Sedimentary Structure” 
Excursion: Saturday liay 23rd. to Shallow 

“ : Inlet or Waratah Bay area. . 
Meeting Place: Fish Creek at 10.00 am. (near hotel) 
BIRD GROUP. 
Excursion: Monday June lst to Sale Common. 


Meeting Place: Lake Gutheridge (Sale) at 10.00am. 
‘ A leader may be available. 


WARRAGUL F.N.C. Contact Secretary for details. 


Friends of Morwell National PArk. 
Details of activities from Gail 221478 
Yvomne 222597 


B.0.C. Excursion. - Saturday September 19th. to 
Moondarra State Park. 


V.F.N.C.A. Springtime Get-Together at Rushworth 16th -18th October 


Waranga Basin Holiday Camp. Camp Sites, Overnight Vans and 
Holiday Camp building. 

Bookings 058 661243 

V.F.N.C. will have coach going for weekend. For transport 

contact Marie Allender 03 527 2749 


Ls 
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The victorian Field Naturalists Clubs Association chose Inverloch © 
as the venuefor their autumn get-together on Labor weekend this year. 
It seems that they were. influenced by a rumour that there was a very 
active F.N.C. in that area ! It so happened that Os and. Eulie Brewster 
were having a holiday at home just then and it was'on their very), capable 
shoulders ‘that the arrangements. for the weekend fell. 


The ‘Association is led by albert. Perry as President and Dr Turner 
as Secretary. F.N.C.V. ran their usual bus trip. Some of the visitors 
were quartered in the motel and the rest in the hotel. The latter 

group enjoyed an added bonus in the shape of two rock bands that en- 
livened the town on the Saturday night..The weather was poor. 
Very poor. 

Saturday afternoon the bus toured local beauty spots and all met 
for the mceting in the hotel lounge in the evening. Quite a few clubs 
sent délegates, The ones that travelled the farthest were undoubtedly 
members from Albury/Wodonga. The Brewsters and myself stood:up. to be 
counted as representatives of LAtrobe Valley Club but explained. that 
we were not officiall representing « our club. We gave a- short pun-down 


‘on our club'‘s activities. 


- Sunday morning dawned bleakly end hail banked up on: Hdborsiteps 
while we waited. in tthe warm motel for the bus. The hour was improved 
by.a botanic discussion and adjusting plant lists. : 

The™ excursion went. to Walkerville south and in that sheltered bay the 
weather brightened up somewhat. Graham Rowe was there to lead and he 
gave a commentary as the tour proceeded. It was mainly due to: Grahan' Ss 


efforts that the visitors had such an instructive and enjoyable day. 


After the social that evening, where Andrew Chapman gave..a-talk 
and slide show. on the proposed marine park at Inverloch, a few hardy 
souls went out on a possum prowl and we Mine castensct that the wildlife 
co-operated satisfactorily. — 


-On monday morning we accompanied the bust on its Ponenaee Way 


Jenny Watts of the Conservation Society on board as commentator. 


There was a beach walk at Eagles Nest and another on the surf beach 


.,.at Cape Patterson, where we lunched and parted. Thus ended - a very full 


"and interesting weekend in the company of many old. friends. Our club 


sv WELL: no doubt,,receive a business report from Dr. Turner. 


ses y Lyndon. 


_ SEASHORE LIFE.. 
On a recent visit to Mc Gaurans Beach we Foun an: animal that may 


have. been a type of .sea cucumber. Our specimen dad not have ‘the usual 


tube feét of this family. 
We have checked several books and find that.some sea eae nbers 


have no. tube feet at all. Some sea cucumbers” live. buried under the 


sand. They burrow through, the sand by contactions and extensions of 


the body like earthworms. Our animal certainly had the mouth from 
which tentacles can be extended to suck in the food. Some sea cucumb- 
ers suck in sand and mud and the animal feeds on the organic remains 
or small organisms extracted from this material. Perhaps our animal 
was one of these. It was eDoUl Jem long and 3am across and pearly 


grey in colour. 


; Bon Thompson. 


Sea we ot of > oe AES Eto ars 
ge Ry eee Pier Tele 3. fe ae: aR 
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PENGUIN PARADE EXCURSION - 28th FEBRUARY 1987. 


tA come full of | naturalists arrived at the Information Centre: at 
Phillip Island at approx. 3.30pm. We were greeted by Nrs Brewster and 
her husband who had come from Inverloch to join us for the afternoon. 


ey hone ts Te 
ecey7 he 


Although the weather had not looked very promising when we left 
the Latrobe: Valley, the rain had- stopped by the time we arrived at 
Phillip Island so we were able to enjoy afternoon tea under the tnees 
at the Information Centre. Then with the Brewsters leading the. way We! +: 
proceeded to Rhyll where we stopped at a cliff top Senlooi ste a Dpsenv— 
ation -Point: (Lady Nelson Point) and the Nits. ene 


Some typically knavled ; wind-bents tea~-trees orew, arene atch edge 
of the cliff, affording: some. shelter,-but we had the wind in our:facés 
as wepeered down’ at the’ birds to be.seen on the water and wading‘ on 
the sand_bars..Distance and keeping binoculars steady in the wind made 
identification a bit difficult, but we sorted out Pied sae eae 

Eastern Curlews, Black Swans, Pelicans, Curlew Sandpipers, Plovers ,.. Hae 
Mountain: Ducks" and» Silver: Gulls. = 


We went on to the Lookout Reserve; at Conservation Hill and this’: °° 
time looked out across a mangrove-swamp- area. Our bird list gained ee 
Yelloe-billed ,Spoonbills, Sacred Ibis,'-Straw-necked Ibis, White Egrets - Benet 
and Little. Black Cormbydnts. Shrubs have been planted on the reserve © 
tp mingle, with, ‘the “native vegetation. A'bee-hive was discovered in’ 
a Hakea. beside, a walking track. It was almost at eye level and Mader 
excellent. viewing — for anyone who cared to linger. BGs yd 


Be Ete Oo 


Mrs. Brewster had ‘arranged for a Ranger from the Dept. of Conserv- 
ation, Forests and Lands to leave.a gate. unlocked, so we were able!to 
walk to the bird~hide’ down a pleasant track whichpassed under Eucaly- 
pts and through shrubs* ‘such as Casuarina, Melaleuca, Acacia g. ‘Homotoca | 
and Zieria. In this area we ‘Caught up with some of the ach twits" 
~ Blue Wrens, Brown Thornbills, Silvereyes,: Grey Fantails, . Millie 
Wagtails and “the New: HOlland and White-plumed lidneyeaters. 


The bird-hide is built on the edge of the water and contains a 
bench where people can'‘sit and-spy én the birds yet be safe from wind © 
andweather. We saw Musk Duck, Chestnut TEal, iattle Grebes, Ravens W 
and White-faced Herons from this shelter. 


After parting from our suiding, ‘friends Eulie ‘and Os Brewster, 
we travelled into Cowes where we ate our evening meal on the shelt~ 
eved lawns,.along the foreshore --~ attended DYE the usual. -Llock of scrou- 
nging sea-gulls. ce, Te 


Tale’ 
AY Sopeigee bees 


About ‘6. 45pm. we departed for the” Nobbies. where we! ‘spent ‘& windy 
half hour. Some of the more energetic ‘folk. walked .down: to: the’ Dlow-" 2 
hole. Some who found, a spot behind the kiosk. thati.was: sheltered from. ae. 
the wind, where you. could Sai on a. couple: of long PORES end gaze across | ate 
lids, and that they. neuealed: hungry~ baby | ewapiee: qaatine patiently. oe 
for their parents to return from their days fishing. 


Finally we moved on to the Penguin PArade area where we took up 
viewing positions on the. concrete steps. We could see hundreds of 
Short-tailed shearwaters flying low over the sea. 


The Pehbguins arrived as they always do, emerging from the sea 
and waddling ashore, ignoring humans and floodlights, intent only 
on disgorging their meals of fish to their hungry chicks. 


contd..pp 3 
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PENGUIN PARADE EXCURSION contd... 


Dapper little birds looking rather lost and helpless , but in actual 
fact, experts in the water where they can"fly" through the sea on 
their flipper--like-wings. Eudyptula minor - ev, good ; dyptes,diver ; 
ule, little -- a “ good little diver" indeed ! 


As we walked back to the coach along the concrete walkway amid 
scores of other people, one lonely penguin scurried along with the 
throng ~ a guardian Ranger, like a sheep-dog, keeping a pace behind it. 
We didn't wait to see it turn off the track and go to its burrow. 

Other penguins could be seen across the fence, feeding their chicks. 


The coach deposited us back at Morwell at 2 minutes past midnight 
after a full and happy day. Like the Little Penguins we went SOURIS: 
ing off homewards to our own snug ” nests". 

June Lubcke 
a 
CHOUGHS. 

I was amused at a recent article in the "Age", which describes 
White-winged Chough as a "shy bird". Several of these "happy family 
birds" inhabit the bush here at Tyers, and they are anything but :shy 
Seldom seen singly, they travel in groups of up to eleven birds, all 
defending one another from other species. 


One of the group can frequently be seen peering into our window 
doors, in order to ascertain when the next meal is to be served to 
him. It's impossible to keep tags in pot plants, pegs from the basket 
on the washing line are removed and carried around the yard, and any 
nesting materials I put out for the small birds are carried away and 
dropped wherever these rascals happen to be. 


A favourite bird game is played with two magpies. TheChoughs 
congregate under a shruband peck and squawk like hens, as is their 
habit. The magpies station themselves low in nearby trees and swoop 
at the choughs at intervals. All this is accompanied by much squawking 
and shrieking and invariably brings my neighbour and myself running 
(we live quite a distance apart) to see what catastrophe has befallen 
the local bird life. 


One of the choughs has discovered that, by standing on the arch 
above my head, he gets his bread direct from my hand and that suits 
this "shy bird" just fine. 


Val Larson. 


CONIFERS. The Club had had a letter from the Bureau of Flora and 
Fauna, Canberra asking for our assistance to locate introduced conifers 
growing outside plantations and gardens. This project will last until 
DEcember,1987. The information will be included in Volume 48 Conifers 
and Ferns of the Flora of Australia. 

The Conifers they are interested in are ones that have become natura- 
lized in Australia. By naturalized they require the species to be 
reproducing without being tended by humans. 


If members have any information will they please contact Bon Thompson. 
We will require an adequate specimen which should consist of a small 
branch no more than 25-30 em.long with leaves or needles with terminal 
buds and, if possible, a cone. 
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CASE MOTHS. 


We have six kinds of casemoths here and I brought some inside so 
have had an interesting time watching them. I have been fortunate 
enoughto see them putting new sticks on, also how they extend the length 
of their silk cases. I put them on the window sill and " encouraged" 
them to walk up the window so I could tell if each variety made the 
same sort of ladder. Well they do, but Saunders make big ladders and 
smaller ones make smaller ladders etc. There are five leaf casemoths 
named after the plants I found them on - Correa, Strawberry, Grevillea, 
Erica (on darleyensis) and Lucy. Lucy was on Erica lusitanica but I 
could'nt have two Ericas could I ? Correa seems to go walkabout most 
one day I noticed it just in time before I turned the hot plate on for 
the electric stove. Grevillea was originally on the Golden Lemon Thyme, 
then we found it later on “Ruby” Grevillea. It has since added to those 
leaves, some Grevillea Robin Gordon part--leaves and some Correa mannii 
sticks since being inside. Strawberry has added Correa mannii sticks 
and geranium stalks, Correa more Correa mannii, Erica some part Robin 
Gordon eaves and Lucy - Robin Gordon part leaves and a Correa mannii 
stalk. It depends what they have available what"clothes" they wear 
and of course they all look quite different although they are all leaf 
casemoths. I found ahother outside covered in geranium leaves so it 
looked quite different again. 


The Lictor Casemoths are quite destructive in large numbers and 
we have had to destroy them for the sake of the survival of the plants. 
I wondered why Erica darleyensis had dry broken all through it and 
discovered 30 lictor casemoths were cutting pieces out to put on their 
backs, so we despatched them. Last year they stripped a Leptospermum 
horizontalis bare, it looked like a chandelier with a few hundred 
lictors hanging on it. The plant and all ended up in the incinerator 
because even if the plant recovered it woild have been past its useful 
life. It's nice to have a few of these interesting things in the garden 
but that was just too many ! 


I found a different one on Erica darleyensis, its stalks are 
horizontally placed, but touching, they are so close, with the ends 
meeting the others sticks almost as neat as being mitred. I call this 
one "Tidy". It's the only one of that sort I've seen and is more soci- 
able that the rest. When I pick it up it often wakes up and srawls out 
on my hand, whereas the others all pull their heads in when touched 
and stay there. The article in Leach’s Australian Nature Studies, and 
drawings seem to be exactly right and well described. I've found about 
1/3 of the lictors have the extra long stick mentioned. £ 


We found five Saunders Casemoths defoliating a geranium but usua~ 
lly these dont do any damage as there is only an odd one on each plant. 
Some of these have obviously come in from next door as they have black- 
berry sticks on their cases. 


Another little one I call Pip, because it’s it's the same size 
and shape as a pumpkin pip. It is dark brown and looks something like 
it has been wet and droppedin the dirt, though when I looked through 


the magnifying glass it does seem to have minute pieces of leaves stuck, | 


on it (by one end). I don't know what it feeds on as I've only found 
them habging from the brickwork, in fact it didn't occur to me they 
were casemoths until I happened to catch one in the act of “walking" 
across the glass door and found the tell tale ladder. 

A few years ago I found a ribbed casemoth across the road, but that 
is the only one I have ever seen. ; 


contd. « Dp 5 


SS 
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CASEMOTHS. contd... 


As I write this I can see a leaf case moth hanging from Correa 
pulchella, it's been there a couple of weeks without moving more than 
2 inches. We have had a few adventures with them. We need to doa 
roll call with the ones inside when we get up, to see who is missing 
so we don't walk on them etc , as they often go walkabout. One lictor 
went round and round the bird bath for hours, got accidentally washed 
off when the bath was filled and fell about 8 inches on its silk thread 
climbed up the wall again and started going round the bird bath again. 
I think.a Wattle Bird had it for tea. Another one went round the ‘bird 
bathfor 24 hours (I don't know how to get them off the rouhd-about) 
before meeting a similiar fate fate, at least I think that's what 
haypened to explain its sudden disappearance. I was fortunate also to 
see one climbing its own silk thread again when it fell off the edge 
of the bench it had been walking on. It must be strong, but then the 
cases certainly are. It didn't climb exactly like a spider does, but 
it reached up about 1/2 inch each time, held the thread and .pulled 
itself up, sometimes it went into a spin. Glenda's children were here 
and they were fascinated too. Every time Rachael (21/2) comes she goes 
to the vase of flowers and leaves where the casemoths are on thebench 
and has a look. The children who are interested in these things 
should never be bored and they can learn from an early age, as our 
children and grandchildren have. David calls the slaters his friends 
and was occupied for agea watching them. When Nathan was less than Ze 
Glenda found him holding a worm at both ends and talking to it ?! 


When the casemoths make their ladders we can tell where they rested 
as they leave a much thicker patch there with a lot more threads. I've 
cleaned my interesting window except for one patch, it was a bit too 
interesting where 7 casemoths had made a lot of excursions. Some went 
straight up - others wandered about a lot. 

When they make the “uj " ladders the connecting thread lies in the same 
direction, but when going across the connection seems to be any old way. 


It is fascinating watching them. 
Dorothy Howe. 
From a letter to Miss Galbraith. 


BIRD NOTE. 


Usually there were a dozen or more Yellow~faced Honeyeaters about 
this garden, but when most of the flock as well as the New HOlland and 
White-naped species, moved away, one faithful pair remained. But 
earlier this year one disappeared, whether from choice or accident I 
do not know. 

All through the winter a solitary bird came to the bird table, 
but this morning (August 8) for the first time I heard their spring 
call " Chee -chee~cheerice” and occasionally the cheep of a young bird 
(which is not unusual when a female wants to attract a mate). 


A few hours later a second Yellow-face appeared, and ever since 
the cheerful spring calls resound from the garden - though not quite 
so loudly as they normally are in spring. 


It sounds as if they are practising. 
Jean Galbraith. 
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REPORT OF BUSINESS MEETING HELD APRIL 2Znd 1987. 


12 members present at YMCA Rooms Norwell. 

Finance. Balance of $891.68 Investment $1779.08 (includes $500.00 
Govt.Grant. 

Accounts Secretary Petty Cash $50.00 , POstage $60.00 

Registrar of Incorporation $22.00 

Correspondence . Ministry Planning environment re grant and press Release 
also Copies of booklet “Resourceful Community". 

Morwell Nat. Park re transfer of land. 

M.Rowe concern re Sewer outfall near Eagles Nest. 

J. Set Rua oe re proxy to vote for Medallion Committee. 

V.F.N.C.A. re campout at Rushworth October 16-18 

S.E.C. Rehab. Consultative Group re comments on Draft Document. 
Bairnsdale F.N.C. re Secretary and requesting information : re speakers. 
Entomological Soc. re ' Zoo Le Souef' Memorial Award. 

Vic. Nat.Parks re Jane Calder's book "The Grampians". 

Gryphon Gallery re Exhibition of Banks Florilegium Prints. : ‘ 
Letters Written to: P.Holywell, M.Rowe., J.Wall , B.O.C. re excursion 
Australian Govt. Publishing Service (Book Review) 

Bairnsdale F.N.C. re Joint excursion Oct 18th. 


Publications Received. /Environment Victoria, Nature Territory (N.T.) 
Nobth East Naturalist(Tas) SGAP MAroondah Group Newsletter. 
Resourceful Community booklets. 


General Business. The advertised Speaker for June cannot attend. 
some alterations cou.d be arranged. details when finalised. 

Decided that we look into the possibility of obtaining a Post Office 
Box at Morwell. All Club Correspondence could thenbe directed to 
P.0.Box. Eliminate problems when changes of Office Bearers etc, 
Conservation Co-ordinator. 

Received replies to submissions to L.R.C. on Regional Strategy Plans 
and L.C.C. for submissions on Latrobe Valley Special Investigation. 
Thankyou Letter from Merryn Timmins for plant and bird census lists 
for Jeeralang Bush Block. 


Call from Ian Roche, Ranger of Morwell Nat.Park re land in Tebb 
Terrace under consideration by L.C.C. 


Victorian Roadside Environment Awards 1987. We reccomend Calignee Sth. 


Roadside area. 
Saw A.P.M. re preservation of area to protect Zieria veronicea 


Lemon Scented Zieria. 


Discussion took place re the possibility of having the Issue Number 
and Date on the Naturalist Covers. Mr Wall looking into the matter. 
Fach issue would need separate master sheet for printing. 


Supper Roster Hay 22nd. Jessie Burns Jill Dixon. 

The next Business Meeting will be held on Wednesday May 20th at the 
YMCA Rooms Morwell at 7.30 pm. 

Please Note that the Secretary Mrs Trainor will be away until august 
ilps Blucher is Acting Secretary for this time. 


Your Subscriptions are now due. Please note change in costs. 
Naturalist only $8.00 Family $12.00 Single Member $10.00 
Membership includes cost of Naturalist. 

If you are unfinancial for 3 months the Naturalist cannot be posted 
to yous Notices will appesy in June issue of Naturalist. 
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DETAILS OF COMTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS. 


CLUB 


LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. INC. 
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SALE F.N.C. 


TRARALGON F.N.C. 


WARRAGUL F.N.C. 


BAIRNSDALE F.N.C. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 


HON. SECRETARY 


Mrs. F. Blucher 
10), eropie S}syh 
Morwell 3840 
ev, Yili 


Mr. D. C. Macreadie 
Stoney Creek Road 
Cowwarr 3857 

Ph. 48 9251 


Mr.D.H. Fitzgerald 
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Churchill 3842 
Ph. 051 22 1104 


Mr. F. Hanley 

9, Princes Highway 
Warragul 3820 

Ph. 056 23 2747 


Mrs. D. Hillard 
11, Enid Street,,:. 
Bairnsdale 3875 
Ph. 051 52 3486 


Due March 31st. Payable to Hon. Treasurer 


NATURALIST $6.00 


FAMILY $10.00 


Subscription includes the Naturalist. 


- Bairnsdale 


MEETING 


7.30p.m. on 4th Friday 
each month, at 

Reg. Education Centre 
Kirk Street, Moe.3825 


8.00p.m. on Ist. Friday 
each Monday Room 13 | 
Continuing Education 
Centre, Raymond St, 
Sale. 3850 


8.00p.m. on Ist Fridav 
Each month, at L.V. 
Education Building 
Kosciusko St. School 
Traralgon 3844 


Monthly excursion 
Contact secretary. 
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each month at 

C.W.A. Hall 

3875 


Mrs. A. Stewart, 
P.O. Box 169 
Newborough 3825 


SINGLE MEMBERS $8.00 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST is the official publication of the Latrobe 
Valley Field Naturalist Club. ; 


Contributions on any aspect of Natural History are invited from 
MEMBERS OF ALL CLUBS and should be addressed to:= 


Hon. Editor, 

Mrs. L. Long, 

99, Chamberlain Road, 
NEWBOROUGH 3825 
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COMING EVENTS. 
Latrobe Valley F.N.C. Inc 


Meeting: Friday June 26th 

Speaker: David thomas “Elementary Geology" 
Excursion: Saturday June 27th to South Gippsland 
Meeting Place: Fish Creek at 9.00am 

Bird Group 

Meeting: Monday July 6th to Morwell National 


Park. at 10.00am. 
"Look for Lyre birds". 


‘ 


Friends of MOUNT WORTH PARK. 
Action days on 3rd Sunday each month. 
Meet at Carpark 10.00am. 

Contact Jack Brooks 056 231 563 


a 


Friends of MORWELL NATIONAL PARK. 


Meet Sunday July 12th at the picnic area 1.30pm. 
Inspect extension to park (Peel's Block) 
Contact Gail 221478 or Margaret 223 127. 


Joe Se 
Warragul F.N.C. 
Contact Secretary for details. 


B.0.C. Excursion Saturday September 19th to 
Moondarra State Park. 


(REIS Md Rt stints SEIN ca ener Ne Oe Cr 
V.F.N.C.A. Springtime get-together at Rushworth 16-18th October. 
Bookings 059 661243. Camp sites, overnight vans Camp building. 


F.N.C.V.will have coach going for weekend. 
Contact Marie Allender 03 527 2749 


ana neaeae 
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SAFARI PART 2. 


“Since it was still only early afternoon we decided to go onto 
Walhalla. The road, though surfaced,was wide and level - until we 


~ reached a fork with a signpost, one arm of which bore the legend "Erica" 
and the other half broken off. After consulting our maps we decided 
“™ to take the route of the broken arm - our first error, 


Some time later there was still no sign of either a road. or even a 
break in the trees. As we drew to the side of the track. to. decide 


what to do, a 4-wheel drive vehicle drove past at high. speed ~taking 


this as an indication that we must be somewhere we decided to carry 
on - our second, error of judgement! After a further seemingly endless 
drive, we came upon another 4-wheel drive wagon. The driver ‘dissuaded 
us from taking the track marked Brunton's Bridge and advised the 
Scowwarr track down which he had just travelled. He volunteered:'the 
Seteaeticn that it was rough, steep and badly pot~holed but with 
care we should make it in our car. With some trepidation we set off, 
hoping that he had exaggerated the state of the "road” ~- he hadnit!! 


So when,-after another prolonged drive, we came to another fork 
sith a sign Toongabbie we decided to follow that since on our map Toon- 
cabbie seemed nearer that Cowwarr. That was the most disastrous decis- 
ion of all. The track became even worse and our progress even slower 


with the additional hazards of fallen trees across the track fractious 


children in the back of the car. Both Jessie and I were somewhat dis- 
concerted to note quite tall grass growing down the middle of the 
track: which rather suggested it is not much used ! 


However, at long last, we came to a metalled road: What. ‘a relief. 
This had truly been my baptism of fire as far as bush driving © is con- 
cerned and I wasn't sorry it was over. But I am delighted with the 
performance of my. new Holden. I doubt if any of Lis oe cars toad 


ae withstood such treatment. 


“slow moving rivers. 


“Now we went: on to Cowvarr to enable the Bscinidbce to pikes and’ 
aris and for us to recover our shattered nerves, before Lets our 
way. home. Outings in Australia are. 2 CEP EELAULY eventful } 


Dorothy: Farrow. 


In the February issue of the Naturalist, Dorothy. Farrow mentioned 
a tiny turtle-like creature about the sizeof a 20 cent piece.Jessie 
showed me the photo she had taken and wondered what it really was. 
I looke up ' Reptiles and Amphibians of Australia'by H.G.Cogger. 
The Little creature was probably a baby long-necked Tortoise (or Eastern | 
Snake-necked Turtle). The use of the word Tortoise for aquatic or | 
semi-aquatic. turtles is apparently an Australian custom, hence the 
alternative common names. for the same creature. the Long-necked Tort- 
oise is the only tortoise for our area so identification was not diff- 
icult. This species lays 10 or more eggs ‘in a hole excavated in the 
bank. of its stream or swamp, usually in early summer! Dorothy's little 


hatchling had salmon colour on the lower half of the shell and this 


is correct for. the species. ‘There is sometimes extensive overland 
migrations during summer. Habitats are swamps, lakes, billabongs or 


Bon Thompson. 
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"EXCURSION TO MOUNT CANNIBAL 27/9/86. 


The name cannibal conjures up diverse feelings: Of wilderness areas 
- in foreign parts, and one wonders how this granite’ ‘outcrop. standing 
_elone as it does should be given such a name. We learned from Mr Brooks 
our excursion leader,.that it is a corruption of the. Aboriginal word 
Seer or connabul » ~ meaning "forehead". The outcrop is 250 metres 
high and stands about .6 Kms. north of the Princes: HaeDWay at Garfield. 


Our members turned out in full force for the’ ‘excursion, firstly 
raiding the fruit stall on the highway and then in convoy to the Mt. 
Cannibal Reserve car park.The reserve is under the control of the 
akenham Shire Council which purchased.-the area in 1972 as the land 
"as considered. to be unsuitable for farming purposes. The granite out: 
oro has interested nature lovers for some time as it is a relic of the 
original vegetation. ily Brooks plant list contains 150 species. 
Tyo exotic. heaths spoil the purity of the flora and applications to g 
ve these eradicated have not been given local government dpproval. G 
One, Erica bachans is valued by the Sydney cut flower market. 0) 
its flower head consists of a mass of pink papery bells and we agreed 1 
chat it was: very attractive especially with the pretty blue .Love Cree- 


pers, Comesperma volubile entwined with it. 


The upper canopy comprises mainly E.obliqua which was in bloon. 
much to the delight of the bees. Smaller shrubs included Elderberry 
nanax_, Polyseias sambucifolius, Banksia marginata, Casuarina; 
P=ttosporum; Cherry Ballart Exocarpus cupressiformis, and the Snow 
Daisy-bush, Olearia lirata- just coming into bloom. 


We took the clockwise route up to the summit, finding Baueria 
rubioides , Acacia genistifolia, Hakea nodosa, which has pretty yellow 
flowers at the base of the needles, Wattle Matrush, Lomandra filiformis _ 
Pimelea and the Small Grass-tree Xanthorrhoea minor, Forest Wire Grass, 
Hardenbergia, the Twining Glycine Glycine clandestina: Twining Fringe 
Lily, Thysanotus patersonii, Running Postman , Kennedia prostrata ~~ 
were amongst other vegetation such as Bracken Fern, Beard Heath, Horny 
Cone-bush and Blue Stars. “Alas ray. ( 


We saw scratchings made by wombats and echidnas.Nearer the some: ¢ 
on the northern lookout we noted Common Ilaidenhair growing in cracks’ : 
in the granite on which grew grey lichen and patches of brilliant 
_eveen moss.There was also a rock fern with sorae on the edge of pinnae 

snd with slightly hairy stalks. 


At the top we ate our lunch admiring the views.To the north where »- 
ite Towt stands , and down below a meandering aquaduct running water tf ahs 
-om the Bunyip and Tarago Rivers to Beaconsfield Reservoir. : 

After lunch we continued on our way along the undulating terrain.to thes: 
Southern lookout with Westernport Bay and French Island easily ident~ 
iSted. On the way we passed various fungi notably the bracket fungus >” 
and several black fungi known as Morel. iirs Lyndon has supplied infor- ™ 
~otion about this interesting edible fungus which is highly esteemed 

“2, other countries where it is not quite so rare as it is here. 


Nearer the summit the vegetation is more sparse with good stands 
of the native Kangaroo Grass, Acacia myrtifOlia ; the Furze Hakea 


“ekea ulicina, Goodia loo lotifolia, Early Nancys Anguillaria dioica, 
rae Miller Spyridium parvi Syridium parvitolium and the old favourite E Epacris 


ripressa. oe 
The "birdos" were pleased to meet up with the friendly little 


striated thornbill, the yellow robin and scrub wrens. 
Contd... .pp 3 
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MOUNT CANNIBAL contd... 


We did not loiter long at the Southern Lookout because of the keen 
wind but the views were impressive except for the jarring note of 
progress on the Tynong Freeway. 


Immediately below us an unknown acacia was a riot. ofedense.gold. 
On our return to the car park we noted the narrow leafed:Dillwynia 
sericea (Showy Parrot-pea). 


Orchids found on the excursion included Pterostylis nutens, the 
Nodding Greenhood, Pterostylis longifolia the Tall Greenhood, Diuris 
maculata the Leopard Orchid and Glossodia major , the Waxlip. 


On returning to the car and having enjoyed a cuppa, many members 
decided to accept Mr and Mrs Forte's invitation to visit their fern 
nursery on their farm which is on the edge of quite dense bush at the 
foot of Mount Towt. They are keen fern lovers and belongs to the Fern 
Club which meets regularly at Burnley Gardens. Mrs Forte has cultiv- 
ated many ferns from spores gathered in other Australian States as 
well as New Zealand, Lord Howe Island, South Africa and Russia. 

The ferns are grown in soil made from good leafy compost, old well- 
rotted manure, some sand and charcoal. Some species enjoy the addition 
of lime. 

Mrs Forte has over 500 varieties and many of these have up to 20 
variations. She is particularly fond of the many filmy ferns and has 
over 70 varieties of maiden hair. Our visit coincided with the opening 
of her new conservatory which she hopes will be in full exhibition 
when we -return next time. 


Mr and ifes Forte had given us a very interesting hour of their 
time and were warmly thanked for their hospitality. 
iir and Mrs Brooks were also thanked for leading us on a most interest- 
ing days excursion. 
Mary Austin. 


MORWELL OPEN CUT AND OVERBURDEN REHABILITATION GROUP. 


Me J.Blucher is our representative on this committee and has informed 

us that the committee has been considering several proposals for 

this area. It is desirable that the area be returned as near as possible 
to its original state. 

The proposals that the group has generated will be yoing out for public 
comment shortly. 

All members are urged to consider this document when it is available. 


Tt is essential that comment be given by the public to these proposals. 
ite Blucher will speak about this matter at our June Meeting of L.V.F.N.C 


Sympathy goes out to mrs Beatrice Roberts on the death of her mother. 
Be assured that we have been thinking of you Beatrice. 


Members are reminded that Annual Subscriptions were due on 27th March. 
If you have not paid your subscription a note will be included in this 
issue of the Naturalist. We are not able to send Naturalist to unfin-- 
ancial members. Also Incorporation rules preclude this. 
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A- BAY IN THE BALANCE. 


At the March annual meeting films were screened. The first dep- 
icted the delicate interdependent relationship of the animal and mic- 
roscopic life which abounds in Westernport Bay and the need for care- 
ful: management of this delicate ecosystem. 


The Bay exhibits a large range of specialised habitats which are 
seen through the nature of the land and the paecern of the tide move~ 
mentsz; , The. diversity of these. environments are. :- 


SANDY “BEACHES. They experience hich to moderate wave energy, the 
beach contours and sand grains determine the wave action. Sandy beaches 
are a relatively simple life support system. Animals bury themselves 
for their protection and obtain food by filtering or grasping detritus 
or plankton. 


SEA-GRASS BEDS. These are low energy habitats. Their maintenance 
cepends mainly on the stability of the fine sediment substrates and 
one of the most important areas affected by change in turbidity. 

This turbidity change increases as a result of human recreational and 
commercialactivities, and a significant loss of sea-prass cover is 

= vital concern. Shallow sea-grass beds pr»vide feeding and breeding 
eneas for wading and migratory birds, also. fish and invertebrates. 


INTER-TIDAL FLATS. Are low energy areas consisting of various 
combinations of sands and muds, which hold nutrients for essential 
organic life support. Most of the tidal flats drain completely at 
Low tide so the inhabitants are bivalve molluscs, worms and crustac- 


©2NS * MANGROVES. Occupy intertidal muddy areas in which mangrove plants 
hold hthe mud together. They are the only woody plant that grows ‘in' 
salt water and posseses aerial breathing roots (phenmatophores). 
Mangrove swamps are rich in organic matter mainly from leaf fall. 


SALT MARSHES. Occur above the high tide level and have a diverse 
floral community.Salt marshes are rarely immersed by a king~tide 
overflow. The flora of the salt marshes are very tolerant to variat- 
ions in salinity. The dominant species are often Arthrocnemum and 
Salicornia species. oe 


ESTUARIES. (hen estuaries suffer dramatic changes in their flow 
and, _salinity - this has also a dramatic effect on the fauna with some 
species disappearing. 

_. These. coastal habitats support their own unique plant and animal 
communities. They are unique because of the almost infinite yea ea Daerey. 
of the intertidal environment. 

“To obtain more information on this unique ecosystem scientists 
ape now taking samples of the sea bed in the bay to determine the 
changes in salinity tidal patterns and control of pollution from 
adjoining industry and aquatic use. The sea bed was dredged and the 

contents analysed, which consisted of plankton, crabs, flapjacks, 
worms, sheklfish, sponges, starfish, anemones and also the deadly 
2k -ringed octopus. Mushroom floats containing radio directional 

astruments in the bay measuredtide flow. Seine nets collected various 
fligh such as Cow} Gummy Shark, Flathead, Porcupine, Whiting, Raye. 
Angler ~fish, iand methods of feeding were “‘studued. 
Cores were also taken on the mangrove mudflats and studied. 


Westernport Bay is a unique estuarine system to the worla, and 
it is only by greater understanding of these systems that we can 


ensure their continued existence... 


Pees Wall. 
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LIZARDS OF AUSTRALIA. 


The second film showed at the Annual epee was oe the many 
varieties of Lizards to be found in Australia. 


Gechko:-~ The Gechko ia a nocturnal lizard..and most of them are only 
a few.inches long, generally soft bodied, with thin scaly skin. 
The scales lie alongside each other and do not overlap as in other 
species. In many species the skin of the belly is transparent and | 
the internal organs can be clearly seen. Their eyes are lidless and 
kept clean by a wipe of a broad flat tongue. Many have pazanne ‘shapes 
and habits. The shape is sometimes most fearsome. 


SNAKE LIZARDS. are found exclusively in Australia. All traces of 
fore legs have been lost and the hind limbs have become scaly flaps. 
This lizard is often mistaken for a snake because of its ‘snake~like 
movement over the ground, and is killed for the same reason. 


DRAGONS: Typically have dull rough scales which also lie side. sy s 

side and ‘many have spines. Claws are long, sharp and bird-like,, their. . 
tails abe sometimes fragile and easily broken, regeneration occurs 
infrequently. The teeth of most lizards are relatively uniform, but 
those of dragons are strongly differentiated in the larger species, 
wnich have enlarged! canine’ and ! incisors! in the front of the mouth. 
The lining of the mouth is brightly coloured in some species. 

The most interesting species of all the ee is the thorny Devil 
iioloch horridus. 


GOANNAS: are the largest living ligarase in the world today. 
They are found throughout Australia and have adapted to a wide range. 
of habitats which are reflected in their appearance, all species are 
powerfully built, owith strong limbs and sharp curved claws.The head 
pointed and wedge- shaped; the tail is very long and slender but mugen 
ular and powerful, thé skin is tough and leathery. 


SKINKS: are mostly sun~loving , with smooth shining scales and: 
slender bodies. Skinks. have the ability to break off any part of “their 
tail when danger appears. Best known of all the skinks is the. Blue- 
tongued lizard which is heavily built. 


The film showed these lizards to advantage in their "nay “beauti~ 
ful and varied colours. | 
Mr Wall was thanked HO) showing these, ‘tvo outstanding. | films. 
- Peg: Wall. i 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD MAY 20th 1987. 


Ten members were present with apologies from six members. 


The Treasurer reported a balance of $956.68. 
Accounts for payment. Postage (Naturalist)$40.00 Hire of Hall 20.00 
V.N.P.A.(books) $390.00 Paper for Naturalist $128.00 


Avrangements for meeting and excursion finalised. There are some alter~ 
ations to programme for June and July. David Thomas will be the speaker 
in June and a speaker from A.P.M. will come in July. 

The excursion in July will be to A.P.M. areas and will be a walling tour. 
é pequest has been made that we limit the number of persons to 30. 


Correspondence. City of Moe re our Club activities. Press Release re 

booklet "The Resourceful community". SGAP re Wildflower Show 15-16 
August at Ringwood Convention Centre, also asking for flowers for show. 
“Notification of film to be shown June 1st.(Wilderness society) 

Latrobe Regional Commission Map of Roadside Vegetation. 

hed Letter Press re Printing facility. 

Friends of Morwell National Park notice of meeting . 

Australia Post re Registered Publications. 

‘“inistry of Water Resources re Inverloch Sewerage Plant. 

Publications received. Geelong Naturalist, SGAP Newsletter, Victorian 
_aturalist, Nature Territory , Water Law Review Newsletter. 

There was a lot of discussion re a letter from S.E.C.V. asking that the 
Club take part in looking at areas in Overburden Rehabilitation. 

We have not got the expertise required for this activity. Decided to 
jet S.E.C.V.know that we would not take part as requested. 


Letters sent to. Bairnsdale F.N.C.re programme. I.Roche (Morwell N.P.) 
re extra land aquired. Hilary Weatherhead re talk to Club and plant list 
Ministry of Conservation re Inverloch Sewerage. J.Schaeffer re meetings. 
Conservation Co-ordinator. } 

Summary of extension proposal to Morwell National Park. 

Draft of Submission for Roadside Environment Awards for Callignee South 
Road. Summary of proposal to introduce a value adding utilisation 
system into Central Gippsland and East Gippsland Hardwood Sawlog Manac-- 
ement Areas. Scope of the Environment Effects Statement for above. 
Compiled plant list for species near Ada Tree from Carpark on roundtrip. 
List sent to Werner and Hrs Weatherhead. (73 species) 

VEtlands organisation of Victoria suggested discussion to be held at 


Serendip REsearch Station May 31st. 


Call from Jon Neville, Dept of Planning and Environment re Seminar on 


roadsides May 22nd. 


Jim Wall, Ollie and I identified trees in Koornalla area near monument 
for Shire of Traralgon. 


The next Committee Meeting will be held on WEdnesday June 24th at the — 


YMCA Hall , Morwell at 7.30 pm. 


Any interested members are welcome at these meetings, when Club business 

is discussed. A summary of these meetings is available at General 
etings. 

duppes Roster June 27th. June Lubcke lary Huxley. 


Members are reminded of ‘the list requesting people to write up a report 
of the Meetings and Excursions. If you have not already put your name 

on the list please give it some consideration. You need only do this 

job once in a year if everbody takes a turn. Dont presume that the 
peport will automatically be done. It only happens when there are peopic 
willing to do the writeups. 

You do not have to be an expert in the subject as a tape. is available 
and the speaker is usually willing to read the article before public- 


ation in Naturalist. 
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DETAILS OF CONTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS. 
CLUB. HON SECRETARY. 


LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C.Ine. Mrs G.Trainor 
2 Laburnum St. 
Morwell 3840 
Ph. 343659 


SALE F.N.C. Mr.D.C.Macreadie 
Stoney Creek Road ~ 
Cowwarr ~ 3857 
Ph. 489251 

WARRAGUL F.N.C. Mr. F.Hanley 

‘tees 9 Princes Highway 
VWarracul 3820 


Ph. 056 23 2747 


BAIRNSDALE F.N.C. Pauline Tully 
Waddell's Road 
Nicholson 3882 
Ph. 051 568290 
SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


Due March 31st Payable to Hon. Treasurer 


NATURALIST $ 8.00 FAMILY $12.00 
Subscription to Club includes Naturalist. 


MEETING. 


7.30pm. on 4th Friday 
each month at 
Reg.Education Centre 
Kirk Street Moe. 


8.00pm. on ist Friday 


‘each month. Room 13 


Continuing Education 


-Centre, Raymond St. 


Sale. 


Monthly Excursion 
Contact Secretary. 


8.00pm on 3rd Friday 
each month at 
C..A.Hall 
Bairnsdale. 


Mes A.Stewart 
P.O0.Box 169 
Newborough 3825 


SINGLE MEMBER $10.06 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST is the official publication of the 


Latrobe Valley Field NAturalist Club Inc. 


Contributions on any aspect of NAtural History are invited from 


MEMBERS OF ALL CLUBS and should be addressed to 


Hon. Editor 
Mrs. L. Long 
99 Chamberlain Road 
MNewborough 3825. 
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COMING EVENTS. 
LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. Inc. 


Meeting : Friday July 24th 
Speaker: D.Secarlett M * Haigh 
A.P.M. oi 
Excursion: Saturday July 25th to A.P.M.areas. 
tleeting Place: At the Oval Past Main Gate 
at 10.00am. 


Please note that this tour will entail considerable walking. 

Also it has been requested that we limit the number of persons 

to 30. 

Bird Group. 

Meeting: Monday August 3rd at 10.00am | 
at Sandbank Park Latrobe River. 
between Tyers and Traralgon. 


Friends of Mount Worth Action days 3rd Sunday at 10.00am 


Meet in Car Park. 


Friends of Morwell Nat.Park. lieet 2nd Sunday each month. 
Contact Margaret 223127 


Vis iraiN ie CatAve Springtime Get-together at Waranga Basin Holiday 
Camp RUSHWORTH. 16~18 October. 

Campsites may be booked with Mrs Houghton 058 661243 

F,N.C.V. will have a coach leaving Melbourne 16th October. 

Contact Marie Allender 03 527 2749 for details. 


‘By 
pe 
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ADA TREE EXCURSION APRIL 1987. 


On a beautiful autumn morning at the end of April fourteen eee 
filled cars wended their way through typical Latrobe Valley fog into 
westerly sunshine. the sreen farmlands of the Warragul red soils ‘looked 
their loveliest as we approached the meeting place at Neerim South. 

From there we took the short cut past GlenNayook to join the road 
that runs to Powelltown through tall forest all the way. 


Turning right into the Ada River road the cavalcade crossed the > 

Lat trobe and followed the Ada up to the carpark giving access to the 
Big Tree. As we drove along the bush became richer, fan ferns cover- 
ing the: road banks and beech trees filling the gullies. A quick snack 
at the park and we were on our way,guided by Mr and Mrs Marschalek 
by a damp and ferny path through the forest. There were many pauses 
to note ferns or fungi and the party were soon strung out along the 
track. Sharp eyes of the children located small treasures in ane dim 
light filtering into the gully. , 


Kangaroo Fern festooned: some trees and decaying logs and butts of 
the ancient beeches harbored the narrow fronds of the finger Fern 
waid cushions of mosses, lichens and liverworts. Lacy curtains of 
Fi _imy Ferns: greened the trunks of the treeferns. 


Fungi was scarce but half a dozen species of gilled foadetoo1s 
were present, including the delicate blue pins of llycena ea 
A rarer find was the tiered pagoda~like Podoserpula pusio one of. 
the younger fry spotted the brown puff boxes of Calostoma | fuscum. 
These we pet-named Pressure Paks for obvious reasons. The spore cases 
with their little orange chimneys are hoisted above the humus by long 
latticed legs. Any pressure on the pepper box by man or beast causes’ 
clouds of white spores to be discharged into the atmosphere. 


Some quite tall trees were seen along this track, some still 
standing and others, enorinous hollow logs, felled for some reason 
long ago. The big tree, another liountain Ash was reached after half - 
an hour? s walk. It was indeed a big one, quite an eye opener. : 
Great spreading buttresses support the massive trunk, limbless to a 
great height. A splendid creation of nature, we inherited many such 
forest giants from Aboriginal Australia, only to. lose them in the 
early days by uncontrolled exploitation and or its. accompanying 
wildfires. : 


Joining hands with outstretched arms we needed 23 ae to enc- 
ircle that tree. In the immediate vicinity are several others of 
Similar, or, shall I say, somewhat lesser SeaeBuee but they are not 
in such good condition as the Ada Tree. 


A midday rest here gave the party a ehancet to perinies on the 
pidge and to compare notes with our speaker of the previous night, 
irs HIlary Weatherhead. Myrtle Beech was plentiful and very tall. 
There was lots of Sassafras and such understory shrubs as. Prostanthera 
Geebung, Waxflower, Banyalla, Mountain Correa. plus severa; wattles.. 
Filmy Ferns found a foothold among the buttresses of the big tree. 


Return to the cars was easier on the firm and level surface of an 
old mill track, nicely bordered by the billowing shrubbery of the 
plants mentioned above. Those who had not carried their lunches did 
full justice to them. After a vote of thanks to our enthusiastic 
leaders the party broke up, some going homeward and the rest detour- 
ing to visit the pictureaque Starlivy -s Gap, locality of many of the 
earlier sawmills. This nicely rounded off a perfect day in very 


good company. Ellen Lyndon 
fiten Lyndon. 
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THE FLOWERS OF CRETE. 
Talk by Hilary “Weatherhead 24/4/87 


AN ee attended meeting - shared in Hilary Weatherhead's interesting 


tour of rete in the northern hemisphere's Spring of 1985. 


. Background information, a large map and excellent slides and 
commentary helped in our understanding of the BSUEIE!S plant life. 


GEO 

GEOLOGY. About 300 million years ago, in the Carboniferous cra, 
the area now known as Greece, Italy: and Turkey was the floor of a warm 
snallow sea and a thick bed of limestone was laid down. 


The rocks in northern Greéce and Bulgaria are much older and denser 

n the process known as plate tectonics Africa is moving North and 
exerting pressure on Europe, and-.in this area the Limestone has been 
forced into concentric arcs of mountain’ ranges around these very old 
Peis that did not move. Eventually the pressure became too gr-at, the 

egean Sea bed sank and. the land masses of Greece and Turkey were 

rced up, leaving “a'gtring of islands where every mountain chain had 
been. One..of.these islands was Crete.: It is a small slim island I56km._ 
Long, and 56km. across at its widest point. uk 


t-l 


Crete became an island for the last time about 5% million y years 
aco. It is possible to see many species that have evolved there since” 
chat time. 


HESTORYA The wonderful Minoan civilisation of Crete prospered | 
from 1800BC to 1L4¥O0BC. Considerable engineering skills enabled the 
Minoans to build great palaces and a safe harbour for a huge fleet of 
ships. They made and enjoyed beautiful gold ornaments. “ 


When a nearby island blew up. ‘in about: 1400BC(rather ince the ' 
explosion of: Krakatoa) the fine ‘buildings, the ships and the harbour 
were broken and ruined. Although other conquerors came and built 
again Crete never regained the particular, SEORY of the iiinoan period. 
THE TOUR. 

Hilary’ Ss travel sroup included a. ‘Scottish botanist from 
the Botanical Gardens at St. Andrews,’ and a Greek archaeologist. 
The group travelled by bus with their genial and helpful driver, 
walked a lot and were made very. “welcome everywhere’ they went. Early 
evenings were spent most” rewardingly in identifying the pleut, Spee cus 
collected during their daytime” vtravels. ’ 


The slides coimences with views around the deilends the old pines 
and cypresseés, the remains of an old market town and the excavated ms 
and partly reconstructed town of Knossos. As goats were unable.-to: feed: — 
close to the ruins(because of fences) it is possihle to see many. beaut- 
iful wildflowere there. The island is very lovely- one can stand.on = 

the beach in.the:spring and.see. snow on aS OER BSS some of nyu a 
rise abruptly tos 8000feet. A 


THE FLOWERS OF CRETE. Most of the plants in Gaerne arrived before. . 
the island was separated by the sea from Europe and Asia. Plants and 
animals invaded mainly from the North or from the East (Turkey). 


A few plants have come in from North ‘Africa, either blown 100 
miles by the winds or carried in by birds on feet or in droppings. 
Being a country separated from other land masses for 54; million years 
it has a number of plants that grow nowhere else in the world. 


Slides of coastal flowers were screened first, then those of the 
foothills and finally those growing Seo uP the mountains and close 
to the, Spring snow-line. 


contd PP 3 
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THE FLOWERS OF CRETE. contd... - 
COASTAL FLOWERS. Annual chrysanthemums were flourishing near the . 


coast ~ Chrysanthemum segetum. A shield beetle not unlike ours was on 
the Jerusalem Sage - Phlomis fruticosa.growing in outcrops of limestone. 

Cistus incarria(pink) had a parasitic plant - Cytinus hypocistus:: 
growing entirely on its roots. The Cytinus pr-duces little orange cup~ 
shaped male and female flowers. The Convolvulus -Convolvulus altharoices 
was twice the size of the Blushing Bindweed in our basalt plains. | i=" 


Sea Stock -- Matthiola maritima srew in rock cracks near the sea, 
almost close enough to be spiashed by it. 


Ranunclus asiatious was abundant in the Northern olive groves. 
The yellow Italian Gladiolus ~Gladiolus italicum grows amongst the 
panunculus. Most Gladioli come from Africa, but in the South this one 
is an Eastern iiediterranean species. Shs baw cod 
A majestic speciman of white Iris florentino grew by the roadside. 
‘lild Camomile Anthemis chia was host to a swallow-tail butterfly. 
Deagon's Arum Dracunculus vulgaris is a handsome plum-coloured plant 
with a most unpleasant smell. It is pollinated by flies. = | 


knap-weed Centauria raphanina is one of the daisy family and grows 
flat along the ground with a rosette of leaves. 


The Tongue Orchid /Serapias lingua and the Ploughshare Orchid Serapies 
vomeracea grew beside a pathway from the shore. 


A bright field of red poppies~ Papaver rhoes bloomed in a field 
disturbed by the previous year's crop of wheat. the yellow Horned 
Poppy had a long thin capsule like a cow's horn. 


A 5ft 6ins bush was Pistacia terra-binthus , a relative of the 
pistachio nut. ey “rd. . 

The group were delighted to find a bright yellow Shrub Violet--Viola 
scorpuroides that was rare. This shrub came from Africa, as did 
Phoenix neothrasti,a relation of the date palm. It is not known if 
the hard dry seeds floated from Africa or whether they were thrown 
overboard by seamen. 


~The Iris -Iris cretensis - in several forms and colours is 

endemic to Crete. So is a Pea-Ebanus creticus-(pink). Hilary brought 
a few seeds back and surprised the Customs officials with her very 
complete list of plants that she wished to bring in. She remarked to 
us that this pea would be a lovely garden plant here. aie "5 

A Mallow ~lialva eretica-and a Birthwort- Aristolochia cretica 
are endemic. © 
FLOWERS IN THE LOW HILLS. © 


A fragrant Rock Fern-Chilantuis fragrans~( a relation of our 
cock fern) was growing near rugged masses of limestone rocks. 


Umbellical Wort -Umbellicus horizontalis~grew in rocky cracks. 
\ beautiful Lily was Lloydia greca, white and 10 ins high. 
The yellow Asphodel - Aspodeline lutea- is being advertised here as 
>eing good for small gardens. As it grows prolifically in Crete fron 
sea level to 4000ft. it may escape here and do the same. 


ililary saw her first Mandrake plant (pale mauve) and recalled old 
magic tales of the mandrake and its sereams when pulled up in the » 


light of a full moon. a Ale | : 
Wisher into the hills Euphorbia characias were found in the ruins, as 


“yas the pretty white Tordylium apulum_ with its butterfly-like flowers. 
Tt is a member of the carrot and parsley family. . 


contd pp 4 
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THE FLOWERS OF CRETE. contd... 
FLOWERS IN THE LOW HILLS. 


Further up in the hills the group visited remains of a town built _by 
people who came from Greece after the Minoans. The Euphorbia characias 
in flower was a close relation to Euphorbia wolfendii that we eeietir - 
in our gardens. ; 
A typical present day village in the hills has houses on the steep 
slopes, tha church on a promontory and small pieces of flat land ' 
zealously cultivated. A donkey was carrying carob leaves for fodder.. 
The carob beans are only eaten when times are very hard, as in World 
War’ 2. 

A corner. turned in the road revealed a hillside of blue Lupins | 
Lupinus micranthe. 
Orchids were found again: The yellow Ophrys lutea 
The Spider Orchid Ophrys sphagodes, purple , with blue and pink mark: 
ings, and the Bee Orchid Ophrys creteca, which grows only in Crete. 


FLOWERS, IN THE HIGH HILLS. 


The bus now had a steep climb up into the mountains on a narrow 
vrinding track, revealing snow-clad peaks, cascades of shattered lime~- 
stone and deep gorges whose sides were covered in cypress and pine 


trees. On the gentler slopes were low shrubs which proved to be oak pee 


crees pruned by goats and stunted by the weather. It was amongst these 
that Anemone coponaria grew in great profusion and with a vivid 
yange of colours. 


Cypress trees grow in the rocky and shallow soil which has escaped 
being washed by the rain down into the fertile valleys. 


Anemones Anemone coronaria provided a vivid range of colours within 
a 1lkm walk- a marvellous variety, sa red, purple, magenta and 
white. 

Lightly scented Daphne- Daphne sericea- grew among rocks in shelt-: : 
ered places. 
The green and black Shaketa Head Iris ~ Hermodactylos tuberosus- 
and Greater Celandine -Ranunculus ficaria, var.grandiflora were noted 


with several different Orchids, sheltered from the cold winds by dichen | 


covered outcrops of limestone. Ophrys quadripunctata -.deep pink, 
with distinctive 4 small Spots, Ophrys italicum- the Monkey Orchid 
with legs, tail and 2 arms? Ophrys anatolica ~ pale pink; it also 
gsrpws in Turkey,and Ophrys lactia ~ only one of these seen during 

the tour. 

An endemic plant in this area was Euphorbia acanthothamnos_ which 
iooks like wire netting and is an adaption to cope with the goats w 
which entered Crete before its land separation. The flowers grow and 
develop below the prickles, a quick spurt of flower growth is covered 
by new prickles and seed develop beneath this top cover. 


Marpigolds - Calendula arrensis- are the ancestord of the common 
fe Spend at ale ech rise en ewe 
marigold. Their blooms, about the size of 10cents pieces, give Si 8,o¥E 


ing sea of colour. 
The members present at the meeting showed their interest by a 


number of pertinent questions(very competently answered) and their 
appreciation of this bright and informative address by a round of 
applause. 


Gwyn Trainor. 


Li» 
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MYSTERIOUS AND. VORACIOUS STRAWBERRY PRUNERS. 


BOUELZZSE For some weeks past Os has been commenting on the 

number of casemoths frequenting our vegie garden. Lhere are usually 
several Lictor Casemoths with their bundle-like collection of 
sticks collected from the native plants in the front garden, and 

a few Saunders Casemoths also around the front carden. 

Eoth types have now been in the vesie garden but far more of the 
Saunders casemoths. 


Now he has discovered that it is the Saunders casemoths who 
are pruning the strawberry leaves. He'd been finding wilting leaves 
lying among the plants. The larvae ere cutting sections from the 
leaf stalks and incorporating them in their cases. Each morning 
the area where the freshest stems are woven into the case tend 
to be pale green in colour like the stems, and darken as the stems 
dry to overall brown expected in the case of the Saunders casemoth . 


: 3 ; 
MOR! Removal of the leaves by the casemoth larvae did not 
seem to affect the plants ...just a leaf here and there. But now 
some of the fruiting stems have been nipped off ! 


MOBY In spite of the fruits nipped off by the casemoths 
the crop has been a good one. There are still five Saunders case- 
moth larvae in residence in the strawberry patch ... still nipping 
off leaves . 

E.P.Brewster. 


BIRD GROUP OUTING TO SALE COMMON. 


lionday June lst the Bird Observers grouped at Lake Gutheridge on 
a bright sunny morning. We were greeted by Mr Ray chatto, Wildlife 
Officer for the Conservation Forests and Lands Department at Sale. — 
lip Chatto was to be our leader until lunchtime. 


To add to our pleasure members of the Bird Observers Club from 
Bairnsdale also joined us. 


Mir Chatto proceeded to lead us» to an entrance off the south 
Gippsland Highway, near the Depot, and we followed the road along 
side Flooding Creek to a selected spot. We walked along a track ta 
a favourable position of the Wetlands for viewing birds. Numerous 
species of water birds were observed including both species of 
Spoonbill. 

Returning to the cars, we then drove into the Wildlife Ree 
where we remained for the rest of the day. 

A welcome cup of tea, ~then momeveas bound. 


Peg Wall. 
Colour Note. One member saw a BUack Seagull!!! which indicates 
how important this group is !! 
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Report of Business Meeting Held 'Wlednesday June24th . 


Advised that the Club has P.0O.Box Morwell 1205. This will be our 
Official address for correspondence to Club. 


Finance. Balance of $650.20 
Accounts for payment. P.0O.Box $23.17, Contact Stationery $9.22 
J.Wall (tapes) $16.98, Photostat $3.00 Gifts $34.00 


Correspondence. Quote for engraved glasses .These could be used 
for gifts to speakers ,also sell to members. 

B.0.C. re leader excursion September 19th. 

Australia Post re increase in postage. 

Department of Labour re grant for C.E.P. Mid Gippsland River Mana- 
gement Board. 

Friends of Morwell National Park activities. Trip to French Island 
October 10-11. 

c.C.V, Minutes. Annual Meeting will be September 27th. 

Bairnsdale F.N.C. re joint excursion October 18th. also request 

a speaker for Meeting Friday November 20th . 
Several lettere requesting support.for political parties. 

viinister of Conservation re Inverloch Sewer. 

.Z.NAture Tours Leaflet. Independent Community Groups re funds 
St Pauls Discovery Centre Philip Island Return of Shearwaters Day 
Qetober 11th. 1G 

Publications received. Victorian Naturalist, Geelong Naturalist, 
Nature Territory (N.T.) North Eastern Naturalist (Tas) 
S.G.A.P.Newsletter. 

Correspondence out. Sec. Wilderness Society re meetings 
J.schaeffer Thanks. lr Hutchings S.E.C.V. re planning research. 


General Business. Discussion re bulk postage requirenents. 

We must comply with these rules to obtain discounted postage. 
Meeting arranged with Ross Scott re C.E.P.Funds. 

Advised that Wirilda had advertised for Ranger Part time. 
Discussion re land sale V.Line between Traralgon and iiaffra. 

we recommend a return to Crown Land. 

Conservation Co-ordinator. 

Invitation to attend book launch (unable to attend) 

Forest Red Gum trees along highway near Flynn.R.C.A. to fell some 
trees for road widening. We are to obtain seeds to be grown and 
distribute to landholders in the area. 

Ocean Outfall. Ministry of planning and Environment assessment 
report to Minister for Water Supply and others. Report on public-~ 
ation. Submission to LVWSB re works approval for above project. 
Received reply suggesting meeting with LVWSB. and Club. 

Letter from L.R.C. re strategy Plan for Latrobe Region. 

Le-ter from J.Horsfield re heritage mapping for above. 

Forwarded application for Calignee Sth.Road to be considered for 
Award. 

Summary of Morwell National Park extension proposal 

Check roadside at Giffard where Purple Diuris grows . 


The next Business Meeting will be held on Wednesday July 22nd at 
Morwell Y.M.C.A. rooms licDonald Street MOrwell at 7.30 pm/ 


Any interested members are welcome to attend these meetings when 
Club business is discussed at length. 


Supper Roster July 24th Beryl ltiathews Dorothy Farrow. 
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CLUB. HON SECRETARY. MEETING. 

LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C.Inc, Mrs G.Trainor 7.30pm. on 4th Friday 
2 Laburnum St. each month at 
Morwell 3840 Reg.Education Centre 
Ph. 343659 Kirk Street Moe. 

SALE F.N.C. Mrv.D.C.Macreadie 8.00pm. on Ist Fricay 

: Stoney Creek Road each month.’ Room 13 
Cowwarr 3857 Continuing Educat:«: 
Ph. 489251 Centre, Raymond St. 
Sale. 

WARRAGUL F.N.C. liv. F. Hanley Monthly Excursion 
9 Princes Highway Contaerls ae 
Warracul 3820 Be ies cae uya 


Ph. 056 23 2747 


BAIRNSDALE F.N.C. Pauline Tully 8.00pm on 3rd Fri >. 
Waddell‘s Road each month at 
Nicholson 3882 C.!.A.Hall 
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LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C.Inc. 
MEETINGS 


MEETING: 
SPEAKER: 
EXCURSION: 


MEETING PLACE: 


BIRD GROUP: 
Meeting: 
Meeting Place: 


COMING EVENTS. 


Friday August 28th 

Jane Calder "Evolution" 
Saturday August 29th 

Tyers Regional Park. 

Tyers township at 10.00an. 
Roadside on Traralgon Road. 


Monday September 7th 

Alongside River bridge on 

Traralgon Glengarry Road Left side Be 
Searne Bridge. at 10.00am._ : u 


Friends of Morwell National Park 


Meeting : 


Sunday September 13th 


Koala Survey. 


Contact Margaret 223127 for further details. 


Friends of Mount Worth Park. 


Action Days 3rd Sunday 


B.0.C.EXCURSION 


lieet at Carpark 10.00am. 


Saturday September 19th 


@ 
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BEACH EXCURSION TO. SCREW CREEK, TOWNSENDS BLUFF, TWIN REEFS. 


28th March 1987. ; 

The morning excursion to Screw Creek was led by.. lirs “Ellen. a 
Lyndon who supplied a good deal of information on the saltmamsh ..: 
flora. I am indebted to her.for assistance with this report...) ss 
The: afternoon excursion to Twin Reefs was led by Dr Margaret Rowe); 
who has a, wealth of knowledge of the Bunurong area. Inbetween these. 
excursions We were led by local vagrants and the police. All was. 
well,.in, the, end but members are advised not to leave interesting 
articles” ain full view in their vehicles ! 


Screw Creek is a small tidal creek entering ARGEBEOAt s Inlet to 
the east of the town. We parked our cars on this bleak wet morning 
at the end of the caravan park driveway. We walked up through the > 
wet duneS under beautiful Coast Tea-tree, Leptospermum laevigatun. 
The Coast Beard~heath, Leucopogon parviflorus though not in flower, 
“bore small white topanberries™ relished by one of our exc ursionists. 
A few early orchids were making their appearance, among them the’ 
Jug Orchid, Pterostylis alveata, found also round Corner INlet 
and in East Gippsland. the sepals are always close BOGE GSE. with 3: 
a rolléd lip like a jug, hiding the dark tongue: a 


There is good regrowth of banksia since. the. foreshore. “fence has. 
been extended. Bursaria spinosa, with its typical purse~ ‘like seed 
pods and the coastal form of Acacia longifolia are ‘rreclothing the 
dunes. On the flat along the creek Blue tussock-~grass Poa poiformis 
grows densely with occasional clumps of the’ Chaffy Saw-sedge. ns 
The Coast Sword- ‘sedge, Lepidosperma gladiatum, cotonises= the- seax” 
edge of the dunes. The Sea Rush, Juncus kraussii’ 4 favours the - 
swampy salty. areas. Tall seed- heads of the uncommon. Salt LAwrencia, 
Is spicta, ahd the native Yellow Sea~lavender,: Limonium australe, 
grew amongst many smaller swamp plants. noted as we walked toward . 
the foot- -bridge over Screw Creek. The White. Mangrove, Avicennia . 
marina , was almost in bloom. It lines the stream and Brey ees: a 
valuable breeding environment for fish Species. 


Townsend's Bluff rises boldly from the shoreline.: Tenet are! ‘local 
legends of treasure caves under the Bluff and from: time to time un+ 
successful searches have been conducted. Small:tunnel mouths provide 
nesting shelter for swallows. Drooping, Sheoaks 5° Casuarina. stricta’ 
crown the cliff and cling to its sides. ‘Round its foot we saw the 
Native Elderberry, Sambucus gaudichaudiana, the Derwent Soccer 
Parahebe derwentia_, and the Native Rasp erry, Rubus Pee ous) : 
The common "“Pigface", or Rounded noonf lower »was abundant. 


The geologists in our party showed great interest in the rock 
formations and wave platforms. We learned that the coast. hes. had 
two lines of dunes and that sea level has varied over longs. periods 
of time. The sandstone platforms have weathered into intricate. ; 
honeycomb patterns so that the effect is of many small bird paths. 
There were patches of shale, small outcrops of coal, and pieces of 
petrified wood were found. In one place the weathered outline of 
a volcanic neck, some forty metres in diameter, could be traced. 


Birds noted during the day included Masked Lapwings , (nee Spur 
winged Plovers), White-faced Herons, Silver and Pacific Gulls, 
Pied Cormorants, White Ibis and Royal Spoonbills, and Pied Oyster- 


tech , 
oe et Mary Austin, . 
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TWIN REEFS 28th iARCH 1987. 


These reefs are along the famed Bunurong coast. From the -cliffs 
we had a good view towards Cape.-Liptrap and Cape Patterson. Dr - 
Rowe's enthusiasm for her subject flowed to all the excursion memb-~ 
ers.We enjoyed finding the large elephant snails (Scutus antipodes) 
with their large oval white shells - one about 3 inches (8em) long. 
There were vivid red-brown sea centipedes (Euidotea bakeri) , 
exc-edingly tiny spider crabs and a few worms which were not ventur:- 
ing from their narrow tubes. The pale pink sea cucumber (Lipotropeza 
sp-), an animal looking like a swollen thick: sausage, lives 
partly buried in sand under rocks. It feeds by taking in sand, 
digesting any decaying matter among it and egesting any unwanted 
sand. 

. The undersides of some rocks were covered with patches of white - 
sponge , purple sponge and colonial tunicates. There was much brown 
seaweed. We found a fragile little brittle star (Ophioneris schayeri) 
which, as it moved along, seemed to have three front legs and two 
at the back. These animals readily drop off parts of their legs 
when disturbed; this may act as a foil to predators; One of the 
starfish we found (Allostichaster polyplax) was growing new arms. 
There was also a purple sea star (Batiriella brevispina) with a 
row of orange tube feet under each of its six arms. 


We were able to walk to the outer edge of the rock platform and. 
gaze across a narrow channel to what is now an island of rock plat-. 
form. Out on this boisterous edge we found surf barnacles. 
(Catomerus polymerus). anda few of the giant barnacles (Austromeg-. 
abalanus nigrescens) exposed to the wind and waves. 

The red anemones, known as Red Waratahs (Actinia tenebrosa) shelter- 
ing on the walls of still rockpools were very beautiful. 


Je found the Hairy Stone Crab (Lomis hirta) well camouflaged 
under the rocks. It folds its legs up like a jigsaw puzzle, looking 
like a grey stone except for its bright blue antennae or feelers. 
Also in this protected environment was a short flattened scale 
worm: (Lepidonotus sp.). It catches its prey with jaws. which it 
shoots out to grab small animals as they pass by. Common Sea Stars 
(Patiriella calcar) mottled in various delicate colours and a Sea 

Biscuit (Tosia australis) with a magnificient mozaic patterning on 
HED: PEGs were Mae much admired. 


“We: all mad a. most enjoyable afternoon, made all the more elias: 
when two members of the local constabulary came to the cliff edge 
with the handbag stolen earlier in the day. 


‘Mrs Lyndon and Dr Rowe were thanked for’ #hé’ most enjoyable 
excursions and especially for their knowledge and expertise. sO. 
willingly imparted to us about this fragile environment. 


Iiary Austin. 


@ 
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. Ree FLORA OF ANDERSON'S INLET SHORELINE 


_.. Serew. Creek-environs. 
Between the dense tussocks grows the dainty little poaooKiced 5 
Samolus repens, with five pinky-white petalsics 


The Seablite, Saueda’ australis. (In the old books, Sie naritina. oe 
a semi-~ succulent erimson-tinged plant. 


Swampweed, Selliera radicans. Familiar Sia eeeneEr leavesd 
Sea Celery ,Apium BEOSiEREUGUN a i. Seta ae leaves: and* umbels of 


celery flowers. 


Buck's Horn Plantain,P. coronopus. “Tt tolerates salty conditions. 


Sand Spurrey, Spergularia media. Like a rough chickweed. Small pink 
flowers, cupshaped, bright pink. 


Hares Tails »Lagurus ovatus, those pale fluffy heads are AOE natives 
but come to us from the Medite-ranean. 


Glasswort, Sarcocornia gquinqueflora, a common sourted Buceulen®: 
Seaberry Saltbush ,Rhagodia baccata, flattened crimson fruit. 
Coast Clematis, C.microphylla. Small leafed clematis. 


Salt Grass,.Distichlis distichophylla, (delightful name: )” 
stiff narpow leaves in two opposite POWs. 


Cord Grass .,- Spartina species. busily silting up the Inlet. hi 
Introduced from Europe where it had proved of value, especially in 
Holland, in land reclamation. Bice al 


Sea Rocket, Cakile maritima, of the wallflower -family. Probably* 
another introduction from Europe. Sand binder. Pink flowers. 


Common Reed,Phragmites australis. of world-wide distribution. 
Has been utilided for HEED purposes by many peoples since 
earliest times.. Pree Tee ee 
Sea> Wheat- rass,or Sand Couch, Agropyron junciforme.. Referring t6 sf 
a bank of silver matted grass on the very edge of the tide; at the 
foot of the bluff. Oceasionally found round our coasts. So tolerant 
of salt in soil and sea water ‘that it is able to grow nearer the ~ 
sea than any other British grass. Here aye Pals) Be SneC by every tide. 
liediterranean (REL ezI NIG: PS “See 
SS Cece PEEPS eyes fib seado: 
ase for Mary Austin. 


SEASHORE LIFE. 


Another interesting experience was to see a pase a A Sate Paes. 
shellfish- burrowing into the sand. According to Dakin in 


"Australian Seashores" the pipi lives only a. few inches below the _ 
surface of the sand. They can disappear quickly beneath the surface © 


of the sand if the receding tide removes the sand.exposing them. —— 
The shell is opened a little, the foot inside is pushed out and 
down and the shell turned up on end and pulled down by the foot. 
With this action there is a spurt of water out of the top of the 
shell through a siphon. The action is quick and we couldn't see 

the foot at all as it was ‘hidden by the upright shell. 


Bon Thompson. 
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MORE ABOUT TORTOISES. 


Comments about baby tortoises by BOn Thompson in the June issue 
of the Naturalist carried me back in memory nearly 60 years - back 
to my “barefoot days" when I was 5 years old and living on a farm 
beside the McAlister river at Maffra. 


Our home was situated on a rise overlooking one of the many 
billabongs and waterholes on the property, and a slope running down 
to the banks of this one was a popular play~ground for my brother 
and me. ~- ; 

One day my brother showed me a tortoise nest. It looked about: 
the size of the top of an ordinary meat pie, just a’patch of smoo- 
¢thed over mud almost level with the ground. Cecil, who was six 
years my senior and always happy to display his superior knowledge 
proceeded to dig down into the nest for about six inches to expose 
a cluster of about 12 or 15 eggs. I think they were more elongated 
chan a bird's.egg and not so brittle - rather soft and leathery. 
Cec covered the nest up again with the displaced soil. 


How we happened to be there when they hatched out I have no idea, - 
but we were. I remember watching the tiny creatures seramble up 
through the soil and head off in a body down the slope. ily memory 
with regards to their speed must surely be questionable, for a 
tortoise - particularly a baby one ~ should hardly be described as 
"souttling"along ,and "scuttling " is the word I almost used. 

And yet, an impression remains with me after all these years that 
there was asense of urgency, if not actual hurry, in their combined 
progress straight towards the water-hole. 


That was about the time when my barefoot days gave way to school 
days. Our short cut to school:.followed cow-tracks that wound along 
the banks of a large billabong, and although I saw many more 


tortoise nests during those, years, I never witnessed another hatchins. 


Tortoises themselves were: a common sight basking on logs in the 
water or ambling along the banks. They were easy.:to..catch when 
not close to the water because when approached they simply retired 
into their shells and became, not sitting ducks, but sitting tort- 
oises. Their carapaces were covered with a dark mouldy substance 
and they smelled horribly. tiy brother carried one home one day and 
scrubbed it clean, the tortoise all the while keeping safely within 
its shell which with the-grime removed proved.to be beautifully 
marked. ia 3 = 


The scientific name for the species found in our area 1s ‘“ Te 
Chelodina longicollis which comes from the latin words Chelys: - 
a tortoise, Longus -long and collum - neck. 


In Australia the large marine species with powerful flippers 
are commonly known as turtles, whereas the smaller, river and 
swamp inhabiting species with webbed and clawed feet are called 


tortoises. 
Most turtles and tortoises are water-dwellers. Yet they are 
reptiles. So they must all come to land to lay their eggs. 


June Lubcke. 


ee: 
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BIRD OBSERVERS CLUB VISIT TO MOUNT WORTH. 


Saturday April 11th. was a fine sunny day for the B.0O.C. 
autumn excursion to Mount Worth State Park. As well as the coach 
load from Melbourne there were over a dozen private cars from 
Gippsland and outer suburban areas with a large number of birdos 


The three south Gippsland-representatives of L.V.F.N.C...all took 
part in the medium walk which took us through varied terrain and 
gave us birds of open country, forest and fern gully. An Echidna 
was met along the pathway, Lyre birds, were heard and one sighted 
by a*quiet pair at the lunch stop. Our bird list for the day 
included ... Yellow Robins, Grey shrike~thrushes, Striated, Brown 
and Yellow -rumped Thornbills, Eastern Rosellas, Crimson Rosellas, 
Grey Fantails, Yellow-faced Honeyeaters, Wedge-tailed Eagles, Blue 
\rens, Kookaburras, Fantailed cuckoos, Olive Whistlers,Serub Wrens, 
Bronzewing Pigeons, Magpies. The final delight of the day after. 
the bus had left was the sight of a pair of Australian Ground 
Thrushes quietly feeding around the less used picnic tables by 
the creek. Se Ae aoe Tat og 
E.P.Brewster. (0 jefe 


Tita ON LIS 


MENU FOR A THRUSH. 

We have a pair of thrushes who are quite friendly and we have 
been able to observe them at close range. One in particular will 
come quite close. When working in the garden I have tried tempt- 
ing it with different items I think may be palatable. Of course 
tasty cheese is top of the menu and the thrushes will call for — 
it daily. Amongst the natural foods relished are the termites 
found in wood, witchetty grubs and spiders of any kind, but esp~ 
ecially wolf spiders and huntsman. Curl grubs found in the soil, 
most grubs and beetles are all pounced on. Land planarians or _ 
slime worms are also a delicacy. Thrushes will eat earwigs and one: 
was observed eating the kernel out of a plum stone that had. opened 
in the winter. iS See 

Small: snails are tolerated occasionally but the thrushes are 
not really interested in earthworms and only eat them very occas~ 
jonally. . % 

Slaters are never on the menu. aye ete 

Of course these observations are mainly of one bird's preferences 
and probably birds, like people, have individual tastes. .; 


Oliver Thompson. hess 


Members will be saddened to learn of the death of Mrs Nora Mathews 
on August 11th. She was 93 years of age and until recently had 
attended meetings with her daughter Nora O'Rielly. ee 

Our sympathy is extended to Nora and ‘her Family... 


TPS ea ee 
On the sick list now is Nora O'Rielly who is in hospital after | - c 
having broken bones in her foot. We wish her a speedy recovery 

and hope she will be walking about soon. | Beg ea aa 


be ' , ; » 3 
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REPORT OF BUSINESS MEETING HELD. JULY 22nd 1987. 


letter from C.R.Hose re Club classes. Members are’to -be asked if 
they are interested in. purchasing some of these glasses. | 
We must order. 6 dozen. Some could be used as gifts for speakensi 


Advised: that committee will inspect Latrobe River September 12th.” 


L.V. We $.B. “Meeting June 29th. Committee satisfied with efforts to 
maintain. quality control for outfall. 


J.Wall has’ put idate’ and issue number on covers (Naturalist) 
Thankyou Jin for your efforts. 


Wirilda. has appointed a part time Ranger. 
Finance. “Bank Balance $ 601.83 also some money in hand., 
Accounts. J.Wall $19.20 Photocopy. J.Burns $65.00 Bostane sak 


Correspondence. SGAP. Re East Gippsland Coalition. 

N.T.F.N.C. re visit by G € D Trainor. S.E.C.V. re Flora and ENTE 
Field survey.’ -RAOU.: Support for Nest Record scheme. © 

Several. letters requesting support for political Bar Gres 
Morwéll. Nat.Park details of activities. ~ - 

C.C.V. -Pésupport’ for’ prevention of: Hoogchippane” in EB? Gippsland. 
Wildlife’Prétection Agency re subscription. 

Australian Nat. Parks and Wildlife Service re Posters ‘Wetlands and 
Koalas. 

Letter sent to pattensdenie Ee N. C...re excursion to Dutson 18th October. 
Publications received. 

N.T.Naturalist QUOLL. Nat.Parks Service greneey Bulletin. 

SGAP Maroondah Group Newsletter. -A.C.F. Newsletter. 

Alpine Planning Proposal (DCFL) . : 

General Business. 

Miss Galbraith advised that D:- EB. Turner. has agreed to represent ‘the 
Club .on Natural. History Medallion. Committee. — 

Latrobe Landscape Committee. J.Wall reported that there has been. 

no satisfaction. from. V. Line re Railway. Reserves. 


Calignee ‘South’ Road Reserve nomination: supported by conmintcen 


Regional. Image, Enchantment. (or disenchantment) Club to participate 
in finding. areas suitable and. advise consultants. 


Removal of large Palm Trees in liorwell. (historical trees). 

decided to advise above organisation of such trees. 

Conservation Co-ordinator. 

Received survey from LVWSB for. L. V.Ocean Outfall Pipeline. Route. 
200 plant species on the list. 

Letter sent to DCFL.Yarram re preserving Purple. Diuris, and. spraying 
of Boneséed. 

Contacted R.C.A.re tree felling. on ‘Highway. 
Submissions required for. DCFL management “aan for Alpine area. 
EPIOAICe proposed. recommendation for Special Investigation into 
S.E.C.V.Land.” 

To obtain Management plans Om Tarra ey & Bulge Park from 
DCFL.Yarram. 

J-Blucher .-reported. Yallourn East Renaoeareion under discussion. 
Saviges Track and Westbrook Gully proceeding in Parallel. 


Next Business Meeting will be held at Y.M.C.A.Morwell Wednesday. . 


August 26th at_7.30 pm. 
Supper Roster August 28th~- —- Peg Wall Pearl Reeves. 


a 
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LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C.Inc. Mrs G.Trainor 
2 Laburnum St. 
Morwell 3840 
Ph. 343659 


SALE F.N.C. Mr.D.C.Macreadie 
Stoney Creek Road 
Cowwarr 3857 
Ph. 489251 
WARRAGUL F.N.C. Mr. F.Hanley 
at) acu ee 9 Princes Highway 
Warragul 3820 


Ph. 056 23 2747 


BAIRNSDALE F.N.C. Pauline Tully . . - 


Waddell's Road™ 
Nicholson 3882 
Ph. 051 568290 


SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
Due March 31st Payable to Hon. Treasurer 


NATURALIST § 8.00 FAMILY $12.00 
Subscription to Club includes Naturalist. 


MEETING. 


7.30pm. on 4th Friday 
each month at 
Reg.Education Centre 
Kirk Street Moe. 


8.00pm. on Ist Friday 
each month. Room 13 
Continuing Education 
Centre, Raymond St. 
Sale. 


Monthly Excursion 


Contact Secretary. 


8.00pm on 3rd Friday 


each month at 
C..A.Hall 
Bairnsdale. 


Mrs A.Stewart 
P.O.Box 169 
Newborough 3825 


SINGLE MEMBER $10.00 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST is the official publication of the 


Latrobe Valley Field NAturalist Club Inc. 
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99 Chamberlain Road 
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COMING EVENTS. 
LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C.Inc. 


Meeting Friday September 25th 

Speaker Mp J.Wall “Tasmania” 

Excursion Saturday September 26th to Morwell 
National Park. 

Meeting Place Morwell N.P. at 10.00am. 


Joint Excursion with Bairnsdale F.N.C. Sunday October 18th 
to Dutson Downs. 


M . ° 
Meeting Place Contact Secretary for details. 


Friends of Morwell National Park. 

Exeursion Saturday October 10th to French 
Island. 

lieeting Place Morwell Railway Station at 7.30 am then drive to 

Stoney Point to catch ferry at 10.00am. Cost $15.00 

BYO lunch etc... 

Contact Gail 221478 or Margaret 223127 for more details. 


/ 


Friends of Mount Worth 

Action days 3rd Sunday of the month. 
Help required for tree planting. 
Contact J.Brooks 056 231563 for details. 
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-.1 EXCURSION: T0-WALKERVILLE NORTH AND WARATAH BAY 23/5/87. 


Qver twenty.intrepid field naturalists plus an appropriate number 
of small boys.to find things: gathered. at Fish Creek for :ustomary 

cuppa and. briefing by excursion: leader Jurgen Schaeffer. 

There were some angry mutterings and thinly veiled threats directed 


f 


towards’ a certain weather forecaster. However some of these were 
r= om 


retracted when the sun shone again. 

First stop was at a road cutting a few kilometres from Fish ereek 
-where sedimentary deposits of sandstone, shale and silt gave clues 
as to the environment when the deposits were made. These particular 
deposits were made in a river system, possibly a delta some millions 
of years ago... The small boys quickly came into their own with’ early 
discoveries of plant material in the shale and silt. Everyone did 
their best at striking an intelligent pose and keeping out’of the 
way whenever a motorist went past. Several bodies who appeared to 
be concentrating long and intently on the deposits were found on 
close inspection to be frozen on the spot. There was some conjecture 


as to whether they should be left there so that in some future age 
small boys might also find their remains. if? 
Jim Wall found the fossil remains of a “plum tree” and defied 


anyone to, prove it wasn't. so., 


The first coastal stop wads at Walkerville North. _ . fee 
The various’ measures taken to go wading caused one. to consider that 
there certainly are some funny’ things seen when you haven't got a» 
gun. Molluse trails seen in the sand would be imprinted in the; sand- 
stone should a big storm deposit further permanent sand on the trail. 
The sandstones, mudstone and shale exposed at low tide have, been 
very much contorted and fractured’ by the’ forces. applied:to them 
over extremely long periods of times * (sg 
The varying grades of pebbles on the beach with the finer pebbles 
closest to the waters edge graduating up to: large: stones: further 
inshore demonstrated the energy action of the wavessc 0 £3 
The bands of mudstone seen in the rocks were probabl 
by big floods. 2 97% eet i. he, Sobsisby cf Gite t 

A “swimming. anemone®..created a lot of interest? andstonjecture’~as 
to its identity.,,After being poked: prodded and photographed the... 
hapless creature was eventually left in peace. | 2 ‘OF 83 
Australian Gannets wheeling and-soaring oven the sunlit ocean made 
a fine spectacle...  *) 2  Fnae peptone bye appaios EAR hs ed 

After thoroughly disturbing the peace at Walkerville, the group 
moved on to Waratah Bay,.for lunch and a final exposition of the 
sedimentary structures on the broad sweeping beach. omit 
Happily conditions on the beach were milder than in the picnic area. 


deposited 


er . 
oan cts 


He ia sf Sawin Sh 


We tended to smile at the seemingly purposeless erratic trails 
of molluse and other sea shore creatures, but they had nothing on 
the aimless wnaderings of the two leggéd creatures who were out in 
force on the beach that afternoon. Probably not wanting to become 
sedimentary structures themselves, these creatures eventually 
drifted off the beach and moved inland. 


John Mewett. 
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DO be te SEDIMENTARY STRUCTURES. 
Talk by. ‘d;.Schaeffer 22/8/83. 


Mir Jurgen Schaeffer, mine site ceologist: with the 8.6.0. waveca 
~very detailed actount of various aspects of sedimentary structures 
accompanied by slides illustrating the features described. 


Sedimentary rocks. are those formed from deposits of sediments. 
., One of, the main reasons why they are of great interest is that they 
.. frequently contain sedimentary: structures, which are clues about 
-.. the environment at the time of deposition ~ clues as to climate, 

* flora and),fauna and evén ‘such details as prevailing wind direction 
and. “fréquency of flooding. Another reason. , owhy.the. study of sediment~ 
ary structures is important, “AS that the, rocks. contain Andicatic AS". 
as to where mineral deposits. are likely, to occur. eiyt ergata 


vad 


The two most easily recognised sedimentary structures ‘when ook- 
ing at sedimentary rocks are grain size, and ‘bedding. 5 5, 


Grain Size refers to the particles. making: up -the sédtiment. These 
vary from the minute particles of muds ‘and silts; through: those 
visible to the naked eye, such as ‘sandstones, ud #0, pebbiles, and 
larger,rock fragments as found in conglomerates. — Grain $i:ze6 indic~ 
‘ates the amount of venergy involved in deposition. Large srain size 
is indicative of high enersy forces, suchas. the conditions found 
on beachés | subject to ‘regular storm activity .-. small grain size 
indicates ‘low energy, for ROS ESBS, MevanE waters of swanps 
or mud flats. 


Bedding. is the term used to Pocer to the pone sediments, 
which are the results of changes occuring as the sediment, is laid. 
Beds or layers may be several metres thick, or so thin that many 
are found within a few centimetres, When many very fine beds are 
found together, they are referred to as ‘ laminated’, and indicate 
pulses of sedimentation, as would occur in very deep seas. 

Beds may be of similar materials, distincuishable because of diff~ 
erent direction of flow, or of different materials. Alternating 
beds of pebble and mud may occur in an old river bed for example, 
where the faster flowing water of midstream has deposited pebbles, 
which are later covered by silts or mud as the river course alters. 
Clay, coal and silt layers are found in the Morwell Open Cut. 

Here a freshwater lake ( indicated by the presence of freshwater 
molluses? was subject to frequent flooding by a nearby river, the 
flood waters carrying with them different materials, deposited 

as the flood abated. 

Beds are not necessarily parallel or regular, for example a stream 
flowing rapidly when in flood may erode channels and hollows, in its 
own bed, then in times of slower flow these indentations may be 
infilled with silt or mud. 


Sedimentary Structures may be divided into four groups, 
depending on how they are formed. 


Hydrodynamic structures are those formed by Liquid action, 
usually water, though this group also includes wind formed struct- 
ures such as desert sand dunes. Some hydrodynamic structures include 
ripple marks which may be symetrical, as those formed on a beach 
or asymmetrical, if formed by water flowing in one direction as in 

a river. Cross bedding occurs when currents change direction, and 
climbing ripples occur when material in a flooded river system 


is suddenly dumped as the flood abates. 
contd pp 3 
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SEDIMENTARY STRUCTURES. contd... 


Pebbles or boulders on a stream bed cause turbulence which causes 
hollows to form ahead of them, and sediment builds up behind them, 
leaving crescent Suriace: formations which show the direction of flow. 


Rheotropic structures aré ‘the’ pesult of deformation of the sedi- 
ments after déposition. These include teepee ‘structures’.and dewaten— 
ing channels, both of which are caused by water trapped in rapidly’ < 
deposited material forming pathways as it escapes. 


Biogenic structures are these found in organisms, or the action 
of organisms. These include worm trails and worm burrows. 
Three different examples of trees were shown. One, a still standing 
tree waspreserved in rapidly depesited volcanic debris. A fallen 
tree in volcanic debris could indicate the direction of the force 
which caused it to fall, in this case a volcano. A tree: trunk pres~ 
erved in a thick band of silt in the Morwell Open Cut shows a tree 
or log was carried into the lake in time of flood and became entan- 
gled and sank into the silt. Stromatolites are one of the earliest 
known forms of marine life. Their presence in a bed indicates a 
closed, highly saline environment. 


Diagenetiec structures are those formed when minerals in solution 
deposit or replace the sediment. 


The talk concluded with a few slides of present day environments, 
a river valley, a tidal delta, a lake, and a beach - places where 
way in the future the structures described in the talk may well be 
found. 
Jill Dixon. 


THE MOREL, MORCHELLA ESCULEUTA. 


Morehella esculeuta , A genus cf edible spring mushrooms that 
are related to the Cup Fungi. 

Their peculiar honeycombed fruit bodies can be regarded as a 
stalked cap curned inside out so that the hymenicum, the fertile 
spore bearing surface, is on the outside of the cap. 


Sliced down the middle, cap’and stem are seen to be quite hollow 
and in one piece. In certain other Morels we have found the cap is 
attached at the apex.of the stem only, in conical fashion. 


Morels are highly ‘esteemed for the table in other countries DEY 
here we seldom find enough at one time to WES @ meal. } “ 
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The above is an illustration of the Club Car Sticker. 

It is yellow background with black and green for the grass tree 
motif. The Club name is printed on the sticker. These stickers 
help to identify other club members and are most useful when in 
convoy at Club excursions. 

Mrs Val Plant will sell you a sticker for $ 1.50. available at 
general meetings. 


The Club Badge. This badge has the motif of the Flying Duck Orchid 
which is the Club's emblem The badge costs $4.00 and is available 
from the Treasurer, ann Stewart at general meetings. 


The Club History. This booklet was compiled by Ellen Lyndon for 
the Club’s 25th anniversary. The booklet costs $2.00 and is 
available from the treasurer at general meetings. 


2) 
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IBIS FLIGHT PATTERNS. 


Twice I have observed a flock of Ibis flying over the house. 
Once on a blustery day, when the birds were flying into a head 
wind, the second day was calm and sunny. Whilst watching I became 
aware that the flock formation was haphazard. 


On the blustery day two or three birds that eeoner| to be in 
Eromt flew round to the back of the flock, after a short while 
the ‘new front three' flew round to the back of the flock. 

This procedure went on until the Ibis flew out of my sight. 


The second sighting the flock were still haphazard, ‘but broke 
into two or three small separate groups, before massing in one 
flock again. This pattern also went on until out of sight. 


Does anyone know anything about the flight patterns of the: Ibis? 


Peg Wall. 


BIRD NOTES. 


Club Bird watchers may be interested to hear that a branch or 
group of the Bird Observers Club has been formed in the Toora/ 
Foster area. Some very successful meetings and excursions have been 
held. they are well situated to observe the waders and waterfowl. 


And another. .. 


During the Second world war when both money and 
transport were scarce people in their hundreds walked for pleasure, 
taking the train to the bush, which then was not far from Melbourne. 
An old gentleman leaning over his gate bid our party good-day and 
enquired where we were going. "Oh" we said, full of importance, 


* we are bird watching “. Our friend considered this for a while 
then he said." Watchin ‘em what ? * 
E.Lyndon. 


VICTORIAN FIELD NATURALISTS CLUBS ASSOCIATION. 


SPRINGTIME GET-TOGETHER WARANGA BASIN HOLIDAY CAMP 
RUSHWORTH. 


The host club is Benalla .October 16th - 18th. 


There is a camping ground with overnight vans and kiosk available, 
also a holiday camp building with swimming pool,lounge, dining 
room, etc. with bunkrooms which have mattresses and pillows. | 
Bring own bed linen and towels, or sleeping bags. 


A coach will leave Melbourne Friday October 16th and bunks have 
been booked for this gromp. Contact Marie Allender 03 527 2749 


Book campsites and vans direct from lir and iirs Houghton 058 661243 


These outings are always pleasant experiences and gives us a 
chance to meet member.. of F.N.Clubs from other parts of Victoria. 
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eT ASIA VET TAY SOON A 
REPORT OF DUSINESS MEETING HELD AUGUST 26th 1987. 


11 members present. 
Advised that speaker for September cannot attend, After some 


searchine ‘ir Mall offered to show slides of | Tasmania. 


Resiting of Palm Trees in Morwell. Mr Lubcke has had discussions 
with Morwell Council about these trees. 


Finance Bank Balance $702-86. Accounts for payment. 
C.C.V.$40.00  VNPA.$105.00 (books) $154-25 Cons Co-ord. 


Correspondence. CCV re Flora and Fauna Guarantee Bill.» 

CCV re A.G.M. 25th September. City of Moe re Activities Calendar. 
EERE FOL from Beatrice Roberts , Bart Sterkenburg. 

Ministry of Planning and Environment re /Thorpdale Mirboo Nth Road. 


«Shire of Narracan re the above road. 
-.D.W.Thorpe re Australian Serials in Print, update information. 


City of Sale re Diary of events. 

Out. L.V.Plant Group re donation of funds. G.Scarlett Thahkyou. 
F.Blucher thanks for acting Secretary. 

Publications Received. 

C.F.L. Flora and Fauna icusnencee » Vic.Naturalist 

SGAP.Maroondah Group Newsletter. lforwell N.P.Newsletter. 


Arrangements being made for Campout in January to T'gon High Cam. 
22,23,24 January have been booked. Cost $6.00 per night. 
There will be a list for names at meetings. 


Programme 1988. Meeting to arrange programme will be held October 
Iuth. Please indicate if there are any subjects/ Speakers you would 
like and these requests can be considered. 


Conservation Co-ordinator. . 
Submissions-Flora and Fauna Guarantee Draft Bill 
-L.C.C. Latrobe Valley Special Investigation Proposed 
Recommendations. 
Alpine Area Management Proposals. 
Registration of interest in Tarra/Bulga National Park management 
plans. 
Notice of Flora and Fauna: fereeemcce Draft Bill Summit. Date not 
. fixed but: suggested as 30th ‘August or 6th September. 
Obtained Wilson‘ s Prom management plan. 


The next. business meeting will be held on Wednesday September 23rd 
at Y.M.C.A. Morwell at 7.30 pn. 
Supper Roster September 25th Inez Branson Norma Rees. 


. Advised that local group of A.C.P. meet 2nd Wednesday each month 


-- at Credit Union building Morwell. 


Please note : Official correspondence to the Club should be excels 
ssed to Secretary L.V.F.N.C Inc P.0.Box 1205 Morwell Sha 


A plea from the Editor: I am urgently wanting some copy for the 
Naturalist. This is apart from the usual _writeups. Some small 
observation of just a few lines is what is required to fill in some 
of the blank spaces. Hope you can help. 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST 
DETAILS OF CONTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS. 


CLUB. HON SECRETARY. MEETING. 

LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C.Inc. Mrs G.Trainor 7.30pm. on 4th Friday 
2 Laburnum St. each month at 
Morwell 3840 Reg.Education Centre 
Ph. 343659 Kirk Street Moe. 

SALE F.N.C. Mr.D.C.Macreadie 8.00pm. on lst Friday 
Stoney Creek Road each month. Room 13 
Cowwarr 3857 Continuing Education 
Ph. 489251 Centre, Raymond St. 

Sale. 

WARRAGUL F.N.C. lin. F. Hanley Monthly Excursion 
9 Princes Highway Contnetcconetan 
Warragul 3820 Pee SRE: 
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BAIRNSDALE F.N.C. Pauline Tully 8.00pm on 3rd Friday 


Waddell's Road each month at 
Nicholson 3882 CG. A. Hall 
Ph. 051 568290 Bairnsdale. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
Due March 31st Payable to Hon. Treasurer Mrs A.Stewart 


P.O0.Box 169 
Newborough 3825 


NATURALIST $ 8.00 FAMILY $12.00 SINGLE MEMBER $10.00 
Subscription to Club includes Naturalist. 

LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST is the official publication of the 

Latrobe Valley Field NAturalist Club Inc. 


Contributions on any aspect of NAtural History are invited from 
MEMBERS OF ALL CLUBS and should be addressed to 


Hon. Editor 
Mrs.L. Long 
99 Chamberlain Road 
Newborough 3825. 
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Publication No.VBH 1569 

If Undeliverable return to 

2 Laburnum . St. Morwell 3840. 


Librarian L.V.EIN.C.; 
Mrs. I. Peterson, 

14 Barry St., 
MORWELL * 3840 
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COMING EVENTS. 
Latrobe Valley F.N.C.Inc. 


Meeting: Friday October 23rd 

Speaker: Barry Traill Birds'tof E.Gippsland. 
Excursion: Saturday October 24th 

Neeting Place Toongabbie Oasis Cafe at 10.00am 
Excursion with Bairnsdale F.N.C. Sunday October 18th 

Meeting Place Longford Hall at 10.00am. 
Destination Dutson Downs. 


January Camp at Licola. T'gon High School premises. 
January 22,23, 24. Cost $6.00 per night . 
A list will be available at meetings. 


- 


Australian Conservation Foundation Local group. 


Meets 2nd wednesday at Legal Aid Office Morwell . 


Friends of Mt Worth Park. 
Action Days 3rd Sunday . Meet at Carpark 10.00am. 
Contact Jack Brooks 056 231 5863. 


Friends of Morwell National Park. 


iieet at the park Sunday November 8th for Koala Survey. 
Contact Gail 221478 or Margaret 223127. 


Volunteers needed. For Writeups for 1987. 
Excussion 24th October. 


Meeting Friday Nov.27th John Landy “Insects" 
Excursion Saturday 28th Nov. related to meeting. 


Tf anyone feels they could do any of these writeups please contact 
Secretary. 


Ste 
a 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST (1) ISSUE No 286 OCTOBER 1987 


ELEMENTARY GEOLOGY. 
Talk by David Thomas 26/6/87. 


At the June meeting David thomas treated us to an excellent intro- 
ductionto Geology. David's relaxed manner and expert blackboard 
technique was obviously very successful. One had only to listen to 
the numerous discussions during the supper session. Professes reg- 
ular sleepers during technical lectures were denied their customary 
snooze. 

In one evening , with the assistance of high quality slides, 
Davidecondensed a vast and complex subject to an understandable precis. 
It would be presumptious of me to further digest his subject to one 
page of the Naturalist. I will content myself to recording some 
of the points that impressed me and hope they interest you too. 


Man has been interested in geology from very early times. 
Stone Age Man learned to read the land - to know where to look for 
the hard flints for his axes, spear points, etc. The Greeks, Archi- 
medes in particular, probed a little deeper as the Greeks were wont 
to, but there wasn't much more progress until the 18th century 
when, to meet transport demands, England embarked on a major earth 
moving project, the digging of hundreds of kilometres of canals. 
A large portion of this work was under the direction of an Engineer 
named William Smith. He became interested in the layers of rock 
his teams uncovered. He recorded what he saw and thought about it. 
From this start the modern study of geology emerged. 


David started “ in the beginning “ and we were told how the 
various continental plates broke away from a single landmass known 
as Pangaea - how some millions of years later, “ collided! with 
others. The energy if these collisions was partially absorbed in 
crumpling rock strata and pushing up mountain ranges; an example 
being the Himalayas, formed when India broke away from our southern 
landmass ( Gondwanaland) and bumped into Asia(Laurasia). ~~ ' 


Another early breakaway on our eastern side became New Zealand- 


the other arm of the three-armed rift that caused the breakaway 


failed to develop and became the Strzeleckies. It is of particular 
interest to our club that this latter event created the Latrobe 
Valley and by cutting off drainage to the sea caused huge swamps. 
Instead of being washed out to sea,decaying vegetable matter stayed 
put. During the last 60 million-years it was converted to the brown 
coal deposits that are now a major influence on the lives of our 
membership. 

David explained how the elements~ frost, rain and wind started 
to break down the rocks and then used the resulting particles as 
tools to speed up the process. He said that most of these particles 
were washed out to sea where after a few more million years they 
were formed into the sedimentary rocks - mudstones, sandstones, 
conglomerates, etc. > varying in texture from the size and compos- 
ition of the particles involved. ilovement of continental plates and 
variations in the size of the polar ice caps resulted in many of 


these new rocks coming back out of the sea. 


David explained how rocks are dated. For rocks formed after 
animals evolved, hard parts of their bodies, fossils, are the main 
clues.Dating of rocks formed before this has recently been made 

ossible by the development of a system based on radioactivity 
(RSE to be confused with carbon dating which is only useful for the 
last few thousand years - a few seconds on a Geologists clock). 


contd pp 2 
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ELEMENTARY GEOLOGY. contd.. 


The names given to the geologizal ages (Devonian ,Cambrian, etc.) 
are derived from the places, mostly in Britain and France, where 
rocks laid down in that period were first identified. 


Because of the " new rocks from old" process (with the inevit- 
able exceptions) older rocks are below younger rocks. One exception 


-. is when two plates meet and one is pushed over or under the other. 


euch happenings are ~also the major cause of earthquakes. 


During the volcanic eruptions ,molten magma from.the lower crust. 
or upper mantle of the earth is forced to or near the surface where 
it cools and becomes igneous rocks. The grain of these rocks can 
_ vary considerably ; determined by the rate of cooling. Lava that 
flows into the sea cools quickly;that which doesn't quite reach 
the surface: cools slowly. The quicker the Stott the smaller the 
erystals, or grain. Tie 


There was of course much more, too mich to record here. wines 
Thanks David for a most interesting, informative and entertaining te 
lecture. ris 

Ron Count. 


- THE: AUSTRALIAN PAPER MANUFACTURERS AND. THE LATROBE RIVER. 
a y carle 


A most end anten itie and interesting talk was given to. the Dlub 
by Mr Graham Scarlett of the Australian Paper Manufacturers. | 
The subject. being "The Bffects of the Mill and its Environment on’ 
the Latrobe River”. ‘“ 


“Graham commenced with the facilities the Mill uses Eoy the uate 
water treatment and the research that has been done over the last 
five. years. to ensure: minimal impact on the river. 


Although ‘the whole project is six kilometres from start to the 
end, the A.P.M. is not the;only industrial complex in the Latrobe 
Valley. which has an association with the Latrobe River. 
It was also. stated that the A.P.M. is not one factory but basic- 
ally eleven factories on the one site - doing all their own thing 
within a hopefully integrated way which helps them-to make a living. 


There are four paper machines which employ somewhere between 
two hundred people each, a larger power generator complex, three 
pulp mills, chemical recovery plant which recycles the actual 
cooking liquor which | is used for cooking the wood to make into. 
fibre... aie 

For the manufacture of pulp and paper vast quantities of ater : 
are required and is drawn from the Hoondarra system at approxim- 
ately 70 megalitres per day. Which means that 70 ML of waste 
water has to be disposed of (not much goes off as steam). As well 
as 70 ML of water drawn each day there is extensive waterrecycling 
within the Mill. If this were not practised the water needed would 
be more than 70 ML per day. As well they have licence requirements 
to meet which only allow for discharge of up to 5 ML pew day to 
the amiver and 20 ML sper day to Dutson Downs. 


contd pp 3. 
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AUSTRALIAN PAPER MANUFACTURERS AND THE LATROBE RIVER. contd 


In any waste water system you are going to get a lot of rubbish 
(plastic, wire, gumboots etc.,) and to stop that rubbish getting 
into the river ,as well as damaging the equipment a simple set of 
sereens called ‘Bar Screens' are installed. this system is in two 
major streams and waste water is subjected to coarse screening. 
From the bar screens the water flows into primary clarifiers which 
are fourty metres in circumference and five metres deep. 

Their function is to remove suspended solids. A lot.of these solids 
are wood fibres which are recovered and returned to the system. 
While other solids such as colloidal clay which comes from Moondarra 
and dirt, that washes out of the wood is de-watered and discarded. 
The action of the clarifiers slow down the movement of the water 
allowing the solids to settle and these two outputs of water from 
the clarifiers with solids removed go into the aeration ponds. 

Other solids which are of no economic value to the Mill are then 
dumped into the A.P.M. rubbish tip. ’ 


The aeration ponds cover thirty acres each and are in parallel 
and the waste water stays seven days in number one pond and twelve 
days in number one/a. These ponds have aerators which oxygenate 
the water as a high oxygen content in the water assists the biolog- 
ical action by bacteria to digest the organic material and converts 
it to water and carbon dioxide. Water then goes on to the number two 
stabilisation lagoon oovering 101 hectares in area, which has a 
retention time of approximately three weeks then it is discharged 
into the Latrobe River. 


Extensive control tests are conducted on the waste water enter- 
ing and leaving the aeration lagoons and they continually meter 
the quality of the water discharged into the river. A chart showing 
conditions of the licence by the E.P.A. and the liill averages for 
1986 for each particular part of the licence was presented. 
The figures are generated from daily samples which are taken and 
processed in the laboratories and samples are also sent to the i. PRA. 
Plus these tests there is continual monitoring at the waste water 
discharge point. The monitoring is also done at the bar screens, 
which is at the start of the waste water system from which it can 
predict the quality of the water at the discharge point . 


If there is a rise in the dissolved solids at the bar screens 
above a certain figure then inspection of certain parts of the Mill 
are taken to ascertain the reason, and appropriate action is taken, 


A biological monitoring programme, although it was not requested 
by the licence was instituted by A.P.N. 

With the conglomerate of chemicals in the waste water it would 
not be possible to find what effect it would have on the aquatic 
and faunal life of the river individually. Visual. inspection was 
necessary to see what effects if any were in the river. There are 
three basic prongs to biological monitoring. 


1. Looking at the effects on local fauna. 

2. Aquatic algae. ; 
3. Toxicity of discharge which could be either acute or chronic. 
Acute toxicity tests were made on fish and aquatic fauna taken 


from the A.P.M.dams. 
contd pp..4 
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These tests were done using 100% waste water,50% waste and river 
water, and 25% waste and river water, and river water only. 

these tests were done on four day periods and during a period of 
five years no fish or aquatic fauna died. 


Chronic toxicity tests were then tried with the same results. 
Charts were screened to show the findings of the tests. These tests 
showed very little in stress measured as( respiration in the fish) 
between Latrobe River waver and 100% waste water. As it was imposs- 
ible to measure respiration in other aquatic fauna tests had to be 
made on fish. 


Tests were then made on aquatic flora. If there is any’ damage 
done to the bottom of the ecological system, then it must affect the 
_top of the system. As algae is at the bottom of the food chain, all 
tests were done on Algae. Results of these tests showed: the disch- 
arge of treatedwaste water to have no deleterious effect on river 
Algal populations. 


Tests were also made up and down stream of the Mill as part of 
the field work. One and a half kilometres past the discharge point 
they looked at three different communities of organisms in the river. 
the first and major test was the sediments of the river itself, 
which are being monitordd annually. In the sediment are organisms 
that are unable to move and are fairly long lived consisting of 
larvae and insects. These are exposed to a lot of waste water. | 
Samples were also taken from the edges and the centre of the river 
and although noticeable differences were qbserved between sampling 
sites, the pattern of population density upstream and downstream 
of the discharge showed no relationship to ‘tthe presence of waste 
water. 

River re--vegetation programme - considerable erosion has occured 
with the grazing of cattle but as leases expire a tree planting 
programme has been implemented and the A.P.M. hope in years to come 
the river frontage. will become a wildlife haven. 


This talk was ably illustrated with slides and the use of an over- 
head projector and we looked forward to the excursion the: next day 
to see for ourselves the progress the A.P.M. have made towards the 
good of the environment. | bec : 


Jim Wall. 


~ ACCOUNT OF A BIRD LOVERS TRAVELS IN NORTHERN AUSTRALIA. 


Last winter we went first to Borroloola. New birds enroute were 
Aust. (inland)dotterels and Bourke parrots. At Borroloola, chestnut- 
breasted mannikins and purple-crowned wrens, the male of these last 
was in eclipse plumage. At Roper Bar, green~backed warblers which 
needed sunlight to show their true colours. Towards mid-July we met 
Philip, Kathleen and children at Katherine and spent the next seven 
weeks in their company, going up from Pine Creek to Yellow Water, 
then East Alligator River where Jack,Philip and Kathleen all caught 
some Barramundi, up to 23 pounds in weight. I failed again to $ind 
banded pigeons and white-lined honeyeaters. On to Darwin for several 
days. We visited a crocodile farm for the first time and found it 
worth while. 


contd..pp 5 
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ACCOUNT OF A BIRD LOVERS TRAVELS IN NORTHERN AUSTRALIA. contd. . 


To Daly River Crossing next, but the fishing was very poc® so didn't 
stay long. I heard rainbow pittas once near our camp, but Philip was 
the only one to see one this year, less well than he'd have liked. 


From Daly River to Douglas Hot springs which we had not visited 
before, less pretty than Mataranka, but many more places to bathe, 
the water varying in temperature from cold to as hot as one would 
bear in one's bath.Few other people were.here, birds were plentiful 
and a lovely place. One day we drove to Douglas gorge. A new animal 
wes a small black--bodied skink, the black outlined in white,:-and «its 
tail was red ! Coggers "Reptiles and Amphibians" makés it.the ted- | 
tailed skink, though his revised: editionseems to show its distribut- 
ion as only NE Qld. No ! I am wrong.The one pictured in ‘the book is 
Morethia rificanda , distribution the N.W. 1/3 of Australia, while 
iv. taeniopleaura occurs along the entire East of Qld. Just as well I. 
checked! . 2 Ltorss 

. A wonderful lemon blossom fragrance was traced,to.a smallish | 
<ree with small green flowers in terminal*spikes. Nearest in pictures 


that I could find is Terminalia_sericocarpa in "Wildflowers of — 
Kakadu"(1986) but no mention 1s made of fragrance, so I suspect it’ 
is what the book "Australia's Natural Heritage" (A.C.F.) refers to 
in its Kimberley section as the “ exquisite and elusive scent of the 


lemonwood (Dolichandrone heterophylla)". 


Several days at Timber Creek next, then on to Kununurra. We all 

went together for a flight over the surrounding region, including 
the Bungle Bungles. Hard to describe but the 2% hour flight was good 
value at $90.00 each adult. 
Philip saw a pictorella mannikin, but I missed it. We both saw sand- 
stone shrikethrushes at Hidden Valley. P.climbed right up the cliff 
for a good view, but I was satisfied with a more distant one. their 
song is beautiful. Later at Tunnel Creek I was to see a pair of the 
birds at close range. 


We didn't go to Wyndham, but made straight for Broome, overnighting 
by Fitzroy River near Willaro Bridge south of Derby and again camped 
out a few miles beyond Fitzroy Crossing, well off the main road. 
(It's a long way). Two weeks in Broome, one morning I joined W.A. 
RAOU members at Crab Creek and saw two new waders, Terek sandpiper 
andlarge sandplover. At Broome's Roebuck Bay one day, also saw Common 
Tern which was new.Broome has an almost perfect winter climate. 

At the end of the fortnight, Philip and Co. headed for home. 


We spent several days at Fitzroy River not too far from Derby; 
then to Derby for supplies and up into a part we'd not been before 
Windjana Gorge. From there we spent a day at Tunnel Creek which was 
quite an experience. While at Broome we met Malcolm Arnold, a S.Aug. 
artist and bird observer. Learning we were going north he told me © 
exactly where he'd seen black grass wrens and purple-crowned wrens. 
It is a very long way up to Mitchell Plateau,about 750 Km's. from 
Windjana (or do I mean Derby.') I had no hope of going so far, but 
suggested we go to Mt. Elizabeth Station where black grass wrens 
have been seen - just where, it might be difficult to learn. F 
We left the caravan and taking only minimum camping gear were away 
five nights, two of them on Mitchell Plateau.Saw the grass wyens ~ 
such a thrill. Then purple-crowned wrens at Drysdale River on our 
way back. Had some more views of the beautiful wrens , the males in 


oT 


biasding plumage this time. a Mire 
ected Jegdenngtoné. 3 
Xgevte e extracts from a lettér to J.Galbraith.. 
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See 
REPORT OF BUSINESS MEETING HELD 23/9/87. 


Reposted that Latrobe River survey 12/9/87 held but had to go in 
4 WD vehicles because of high river levels. 


Copy of Grampians Book placed in Club Library. 
Historic Records Search . Three listings sent to M. Cheminant. 


BOC Excursion 19th September was an enjoyable day. 


Finance. Balance $524.66 Accounts for payment Microphones $39.95 
Petty Cash Secretary $50.00 Subscription C.C.V. $20.00. 
Correspondence. Save Mathison Park Citee. re proposal to subdivide. 
C.C.V re change of A.G.M. St Paul's Discovery Centre re "Return of 
theShearwaters" . Vic National Parks re Grampians book order form 
and 1988 Calendar . Postcard from F & J Blucher. 


Publications. Dept. Water Resources, Vic. Report No 7. Issues paper 
Environment Victoria, Geelong Naturalist , Weta N.Z. 
North Eastern Naturalist Tas. N.T.F.N.C. Newsletter. 

SGAP. Maroondah Group Newsletter. 


‘iathison Park. J.Purbrick to contact convenor to offer 20 mins 
ae Se peat ee ° . . ° 
ciscussion time at next business meeting. We need more information 
before we take action or not. 


Vic.Nat. Parks Calendar offered to Club members at $5.50 per copy 
RRP $9.50. | 
Monthly meetings venue booked for 1988. Cost now $10.00 per night. 


National Film Library Collection. J.\all obtained a Demrowna Ss pack 
Films readily available but with firm return dates. 


Grants by Dept Cons.& Environment for 1987/88 ~. Current advertisement 
discussed. deferred until October business meeting. 


Conservation Co-ordinator. 

iiss Callister contacted re Dawson Railway Station Area. Advised that 
V/Line has agreed that the rare orchid area will be fenced. 

Donation from Plant Preservation Society will make this possible. 


Club excursion to Tyers Regional Park . report sent to Mr Hawkins 
of L.V.W.S.B. 

LVWSB Latrobe Walley Ocean Outfall Pipeline.Comments on vegetation 
survey along proposed route sent. Letter sent to Herbarium re mint- 
bush at Holey Plains. 

Submission prepared for Dept.Water Resources Report. 

Wilson's Prom Nat.Park Management Plan report presented to meeting. 
Code of Practice for Timber Industry received.DCFL reply to be sent. 


Overburden Rehabilitation Committee. Only 84 submissinns received 


by S.B.C.V. after call for public comment.Main preference was 


prazing area leading into wetland/woodland area. Preference to go 
before SECV Board of Management. 


Next Business Meeting to be held on Wednesday 21st October at YMCA 
rooms Morwell at 7.30 pm. 


Supper Roster October 24th. V.Plant G.Trainor. 


“The Resourceful Community " compiled by Ministry of PLanning and 
Environment. Three (3) copies of this booklet are still "out in 
the field".It includes an article on the work of L.V.F.N.C.. 

Please check your bookshelves as several members have not seen a 
copy as yet. 
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Frat 2 Laburnum St. ~ each month at 
Morwell 3840 Reg.Education Centre 
Ph. 343659 Kirk Street Moe. 
SALE F.N.C. Nv.D.C.Macreadie 8.00pm. on Ist Friday 
a Stoney Creek Road each month. Room 13 
Cowwarr 3857 Continuing Education 
Ph. 489251 Centre, Raymond St. 
Sale. 
WARRAGUL F.N.C. lip. F. Hanley Monthly Excursion 
9 Princes Highway Cannes “: 
Warragul 3820 ei att memabeene sare Tes 


Ph. 056 23 2747 


BAIRNSDALE F.N.C. Pauline Tully 8.00pm on 3rd Friday 
Waddell's Road each month at 
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COMING EVENTS 


LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. Inc. 


Meeting Friday 27th November 

Speaker Mr. John Landy 

Subject Insects 

Excursion ' Bunurong Marine Park 

Meeting New Environment Centre, Inverloch 
Time 10.00a.m. Saturday 28th November . 


Bring Bunurong Booklet if you have one. 
BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP — 


Date Monday 7th December 

Meeting Willow Park, Rosedale 

Larmen Af 10.00a.m. 

Excursion River between Rosedale and Sale 


FRIENDS OF MT. WORTH 


Action Day November 22nd (4th Sunday) 
Meeting in the car park 10.a.m. 
Contact Mr Jack Brooks (056)231 563 
(Friends Co-ordinator) 


COALVILLE 12th December 
Me. Ringin will signpost the road 
to Bundilla. Hot water, B.B.Q. etc., 
will be available. 


A.C.F. LOCAL GROUP 2nd Wednesday 
Legal Aid Office, Morwell 


FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK 6th Lecember 
Re Final Orchid Survey € B.B.Q. Tea 
Final Meeting for 1987. 
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CO-EVOLUTION. 


A large group of members came to hear Mrs Jane Calder Speak on 
Co-evolution, she commenced by saying :-~ LEGS U ASR ST 


Evolution ~being dependent on one another, and frequently one 
organism is acting as a selective force on the evolution.of another. 
Plants in order to avoid being eaten by animals, evolve poisonous and 
or very unpalatable compounds, the animals in turn evolve a.resist- 
ance to these compounds. The plants become more poisonous and the 
animals become more resistant. Each is acting as a selective pressure 
on the other. On the other hand, you may get two organisms quite dep-~- 
endent on each other, e.g., Blue Butterflies and a particular species 
of ants which are dependent on each other. Evolution is an on-going 
process and is changing the whole time as the pressures are exerted 
on whatever the organism we are looking at. the theory of evolution 
states that there will be: survival of the fittest by natural select- 
ion i.e. survival long: enough to reproduce. any organism which does 
not reproduce is in evolutionary terms, a dead end, a failure. 


But in surviving long enough to reproduce then that is the kéy to: 
“evolution. a 


The saying ‘nature abhors a vacuum’ is very true and if there is 
a vacuum or an ecological niche, then some organism is likely to 
exploit the opportunity that exists, the chances are, given enough 
time some organisms will evolve to fit into that spot. But whatever . 
adaptions evolve they must be . fficient in terms of the organism. 
Anything that an organism ‘carries out is going to be energy effic- 
ient- cost efficient overall. So in animals for instance, gathering 
up food that is too small in terms of reward that is gained, versus 
the effort that is put into it, would not be a successful strategy 
and that strategy will be eliminated. aaa 24h 


Australia has been isolated for a very long time from other . 
continents and therefore living things have evolved along their own. 
particular line without invasion from other lands. So once an area. 
has been isolated for such a very long time evolution can proceed 
without any interference from outside..This gives Australia some 
fascinating examples of co~evolution where organisms are interdep-~ 
endent on each other to the extent that they are really totally 
dependent. For example some of our orchids which, have. evolved to be 
dependent on a little wasp, Lhe tongue orchid is dependent on a little 
wasp, the tongue orchid. mimics the female wasp, the male having. ; 
hatched before the: female’ becomes attracted*to the orchid by scent. 
similar to the female wasp and attempts to mate with, the.flower. . 
During this act the pollinia of the orchid are deposited on the thorax 
of the insect. When the insect visits the next flower he will pollin-. 
ate it. Until the female hatches at a later date, the male wasp does 
quite a lot of pollinating to the orchids. The hammer orchid also 
uses a similar technique. Pollination is one of the main ways we 
can see co-evolutionary inter~relationships. 


The earliest plants were very simply shaped like Magnolias and 
Buttercups and were called dish flowers and were thought to be poll- 
inated by beetles. Very rapidly the flower shapes evolved into quite 
sophisticated shapes and, with well defined signals to the insects 
of where and how to approach the flowers. There can be a very spec- 
ialised relationship between the flower and its pollinator, which no 
other insect would know how to work the system. 


contd.. pp 2 
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CO-EVOLUTION. ; contd... 


The pollination of the Greenhood is a very specialised proces as the 
insect when disturbing the labellum is thrown violently into the 

hood and is imprisoned; the. escape route is to climb the tube and 
pass the pollinia with their sticky.discs. the same procedure is ne- 
peated on another plant and the pollinia on the insects back is 
pressed against the stigma. 


We must look at pollination from the insects eye and not from 
the human eye view, for what we are seeing is not necessarily what 
the pollinator is seeing. In.respect of birds they have excellent 
colour vision in the red spectrum. When you see a red or tubular 
flower the chances are that it is bird pollinated.When you look at a 
flower that is insect pollinated you see a different picture. 

Insect vision, which is most studied in bees, is in the ultra violet 
end of the spectrum. When you look at flowers under ultra violet 
ight they may appear quite different. If all plants flowered prof-~ 
usely at once the pollinators would be saturated; so plants spread 
thein fléwering over a period so that the pollinators keep coming 
back. A tremendous amount of energy is used by the plant to make it- 
self attractiveto some insects, or repulsive to others. Ants are a 
group that are not good pollinating insects and some flowers go to 
quite a lot of trouble to ensure that ants do not gain entry to a 
flower. Another way in which plants inter-act with animals is the 
mee erst of animals on the plant. In this case the animal dis advant- 
ges the plant and a lot of energy is expended in making the plant 
inpaidten iss The Wanderer Butterfly feeds on the Swan Plant, this 
plant produces a rich latex which is extrememy bitter, the Wanderer 
Butterfly has adapted to this bitter taste and is able to detoxify 
the poisonous principle in it- it uses the poisonous principle to 
make itself bitter to other predators. Needless to say there are 
other insects involved to look like Wanderer Butterflies, so thus they 
are protected. Insects become very good at developing a search image 
of the plant they are looking for, it is to the plants advantage to 
slightly evolve away from the search image of the insect pattern. 


In Western Australia Gastrolobium has a poison very similar to 
1080 in its composition and the native marsupials over the years 
have developed as almost total tolerance to the natural 1080, so 
they are not poisoned by the bait. this part of australia does not 
have poison peas so our animals have not developed a tolerance to 
1080 and are ‘being peisoned by the bait. 


Another way a plant. can avoid being very much eaten by insect 
predators, particularly is to make the leaves as nutritionally un- 
>ewarding as possible to the insect. Insect larvae need nutrients 
but the more fibrous tissue there is in the leaf then the less nutr- 
ients there are. The young leaves. have less fibre than the loder 
leaves in e.g. Oak trees,.so it.is advantageous for the larvae to 
natch early, but if they hatch too early then there will be no leaves 
at all and they will die. In turn the insect has a strategy for nee 

the female wingless wasp” lays’ her eggs on her own tree ensuring tha 
the eggs hatch at the same time as the leaves enfold. Her progeny 
are adapted to the particular time the oak leaves unfold their leaves. 
Some plants adopt the strategy not so much as becoming unpalatable 
but upsetting the life cycle of the insect. It has been found that 
in Balsam Pirs the plant produces a hormone like compound which stops 
the insect from ever maturing into reproducing adults, and keeps, them 


in a lafval SutAe contd...pp 3: 
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One very well adapted native plant is our Mistletoe~ the Mistletoe 
Bird eats the Mistletoe berry which passes straight through the bird 
without being ground up by the gizzard. the seed has a sticky coat- 
ing which when deposited on another tree, clings, but as it has no 
hard casing; it has to immediately send out suckers into the host 
tree or perish. 


A lot of our native plants produce a very good reward to the dis- 
persal agent in the form of a fatty body on the seed, like the fatty 
body on the Acacia seed. the ant carries the seed away to its nest 
and strips off the fatty body and the seed with its hard coating is 
left until its coat is cracked by fire or eroded away by water. 


In co-evolution and inter-relationships between plants and insects 
there is a lot yet to be learned. For instance in the story of the 
ants and the Blue Butterflies there are still a lot of gaps to be 
eer in; as to whether particularly Blue Butterfly larvae is liter- 

liy carried into the ants nest by the ants- whether the caterpillar 
ig actually feeding on the eggs - what relationship is between the 
SERIES larvae and the ant. There are a lot of question marks. 
This was a most interesting aspect of a most fascinating subject - 
Evolution. 


Jim Wall. 


In the latest issue of AUSTRALIAN NATURAL HISTORY publushed by the 


Australian Museum Vol 22. NO 6. Spring 1987. there is a most inter- 

esting article titled DINKUM or DECOY? it describes instances 

SITY to in the article by Mr wall. on co-evolution. 
oa ea Ed. 


NOTES FROM YOUNG MEMBERS. . 
When I was with the Field Naturalists we held a wombat because 
the ranger was there. When we went on the walk Grandma spotted a 
oala and showed us where it was. Later I saw a. wallaby. ‘Ve saw some 
fly catcher plants, some pea plants which some people call egg and 
pacon plants, some pink orchids and lots of different coloured 
flowers. Then a Rosella took my lunch ! 


The next day we went to Edward Hunter” Reserve and saw does of 


spider orchids and some eonielelekes 
Heed Bixon. (aged 8) 


At the Field Naturalists I saw some. puffballs. I 
When we were on holiday at the beach I found a cray fish. 


Jennifer Dixon (aged%) 


January Campout. 22,23, 24. at Traralgon High School Camp Licola. 
Cost $6.00 per person per night. Please bring food, clothes, pillows 


sheets/ sleeping bags. Torch, mosquito repellent, wet weather gear. 
Fill up with petrol at LiIcola. 
All crockery , cutlery supplied. Stoves and fridges in kitchen. 
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EXCURSION TO AUSTRALIAN PAPER MILL AND WASTE WATER PLANT. 


It was a crisp frosty morning when twenty members assembled at 
the Australian Paper Mill carpark to be taken on an excursion led 
by Mr. Graham Scarlett to view the waste water system and the actual 
point of discharge of the treated waste water from the A.P.it. into 
the Latrobe River. 


“Me commenced our teur with a- brief inspection, of. the, Mill, starting 
at the wood supply. We. learned that all Eucalypt logs. arrive de- 
barked, but all pine logs are de~barked in a special barrel shaped 
machine. there is a keen demand for pine bark for commercial uses. 

Me were told that hard and soft wood had long and short fibres and 
these were mixed together to make the Derereuras blend of pulp 
required. 
The Mill processes Appeoximately 4000 tone of logs each day to 
make approximately 1000 tons of Kraft pulp (Kraft being a German word 
meaning strong). A.P.M. have recently installed a machine to make 
white paper although this is only in its early stages of manufact~ \ 
“ure, it is believed it will be very successful. the majority of the | 
paper. is sold in bulk for. processing into packing materials. 


Paper making requires a ‘lot of water and the Mill uses 70 million 
litres a day drawn. fron the ‘Moondarra Reservoir. Of this’55 million 
Litres of telean" “vaste water is treated’ ‘and pumped into. ‘the: ‘Latrobe 
River. ‘The remaining 20 million litres is’ us fed : ‘In the’ ‘pulping? “process 
this ° ‘process uses less water, but the used water isnot ‘as. good" a 
quality as that from paper making and although recycled’ and reused - 
in the manufacture of pulp - it is not clean enough to be treated 
and allowed to be put into the river - it is sent to Dutson downs 
per the Severage: systems 


aise is coarse screened pee an iron ba’ ‘screen’ reer ae aban 
is where the water is first monitored. At this SEE it was a ee ey 
brown colour. ... ret 


Stage two was ron view: the canes water Glerneeiens - this neRIEKHOE 
<he suspended solids and turbidity sludge and oil. The process is | 
to add Alum to the water to flocculate the particles in the waste 
and to slow down the flow of water, to allow the solids to settle~ 
this takes approximately, four hours. Any fibres recovered during 
this process goes back to the Uill and is blended with new fibre. 
Up to the moment no use has been found for the remaining non fibrous 
solids and this- ‘is dumped on: SC HASEE rubbish tip (A.P.M.) approxim~ 
ately 200 tone per CEVo. Presse. 


We then moved on to stage. ‘thrée, this consisted of tso aeration 
ponds. The water form the clarifiers is pumped ‘into ‘these ponds, 
agitated with air bubbles to allow oxygen to dissolve in the water 
and this allows the bacteria to break down the waste products. 

Seventy per cent to eignty per cent. of:.organic material.is removed 
by the bacteria. 


From the aeration geonds the water flows into a large pond, where 
it goes through the final natural treatment system of allowing any 
solids left in the waste~ also any residual organic material is 
degraded in- number two pond - to drop to the bottom of these ponds 
before it ELON EmeS the Latrobe River. 


ay " | as r F J G, Patel SL okales doar es we “contd. « PPs rr 


Cir thhy % SAT REAL? 


nnn 
oe 
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EXCURSION TO AUSTRALIAN PAPER MILL AND WASTE WATER PLANT. contd.. 


If the waste water is not up to the specification as detailed 
by the E.P.A. the A.P.M. could breach its licence to discharge waste. 
Any persistant breach of licence could mean a Mill shut down until 
water quality isup to specification. 


We inspected the water at this point where it was released into 
the Latrobe River and found it very clear and much cleaner that the 
water in the river. In general the treated waste from the A.P.M. 
finishes up with drinking water quality. ~~ ~~ a he Nea 


The A.P.M..is also the be commended on the re-vegetation prégramme 
it has been implementing over the past five years. Many trees have 
been planted as grazing leases expire and more Eucalypts are to be 
introduced along the river frontage. Steps have been made to control 
erosion and in time the area will become more or less an area of 
Australian bushland. | aoe 


We congratulate the A.P.M. on their positive approach to the 
problem of the treatment of waste water and thank them for making‘a 
bus available to take our members on such an interesting and enlight- 
ening tour of the area. We are also indebted to our guide Mr Scarlett 
who gave an informative commentary on the tour, answered our many 
gquestions~ and made us appreciate just how much effort has gone into 
the waste water problem. Thankyou Graham and Mr. Bob Ilulls, our bus 
driver, from us all. 


After leaving the Mill, we then went back to the Lagoons via 
another route, and after lunch spent an enjoyable two hours bird 
watching. The final attraction for the day was to see a group of 
three whistling Kites, one Swamp Harrier, and a flock of Ibis flying 
above the pond. Two kites left the group and attacked the Harrier, 
it brought its defence mechanism into gear, and went into a slow 
roll, exposing its talons and drove off the attackers ~- nature has 
her own line of defence. 


We had the ever welcome ‘cuppa’ and said our goodbyes and left 
for home at four o'clock. Another great day spent in the company 
of our Field Naturalist friends. ae. 


Val Plants 9%) % 


Conservation Co-ordinator Report. py ho 

Property off Nichols Road inspected wher Zieria veronicea grows. — 
A.P.M.has erected 6 posts around an area of approx. 2 sq.chain to 
protect plants from heave machinery. 
Submission on Better Rivers and Catchments. pale 
Preparing submission from Draft Code of Practice for Code of Forest 
Practices for Timber Protection. BORE Ge 


Secretary advises that we are still looking for three (3) copies 
of the publication "The Resourceful Community" which were available 
at August Meeting. Please look up your bookshe? ves and return 


books so that other members may see them. thankyou. 
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‘REPORT OF BUSINESS MEETING. HELD: QCTOBER 21st 1987. ite ei 73 
Twelve members attended the meeting. : : aes 
ISSN. Secretary to contact National Library re aes SAAB 38 


peaches: that the Gas Ee! excursion with Bairnsdale Club was most 


ftp Be boop 


MATHISON PARK. Rates Eanes gave us an. insight to. the isvoniens with 
this area. It is a natural area of bushland with a small lake. 
The™ Committee will discuss this - ‘further at next meeting. i 


Finance.: ‘Treasurer reported. a balance of $529.66. “oe a aie 
Recounts to be paid Postage $65.00 Nat.Parks Calendars. Bis]: ‘50... 


Special Grants. Decided that we may not apply for grant Nesey year’ 
because we have not spent all of last grant. 


Advised? “that: Mp. John Landy will not be available for excursion. 


Atermat lve) ‘arrangements made to visit Bunurong Marine Park which” 


11 be “officially: ‘declared early in November. 


Sere M - LeDheminant: “wishes” to view | club document 6. Avrangenments nade 


4 
‘ 
; 
i 
= e 


Ke 


i! 


For hts br or 


The. Club was Dee ate Peds See ene Taenehine Sf ‘“Ppamework for the. 
Future" at Morwell on October 9th. The Hon.R.Fordham and Hon. J. 
sennan were in ac tendance f 


Sermesnoncencen From... 4B O-€. Thanks. for help on excursion. .« ming ty cere 
Deptz,-C.Fn.l. re search for Vic. Magnificent tree 1988.: . : 
Framework ‘for the Future Final Report. Dept.Labour re C.; E.P. Payment | 
and information.. Dept.Water Resources re Water Law Review. 

A,.N.U. ve Summer Schools. A.C.F. re notice of A.G.M.5.12.87. 
Aust.Environment Council Newsletter. zHazardous Waste Management 
Conference Registration Form. D.Tuck cheque for Club History. 


Publications Received. Friends of liorwell Nat. Park newsletter. 
SGAP.Maroondah Group Newsletter... : 

We are to forward payment of grant to. ESE Scott G.R.I.B. with papers. 
Advised that charles MeCubbin is. presenting talks on “Ecology on 
3rd #hursday each month Station 3 GI, after 10.00 news bulletin. 


N.Grigg attended C.C.V.Annual lieeting 2nd October. Meeting expressed 
concern over public open spaces being used for other purposes. 


Christmas Breakup. the Ringins Labi ing tered: to having us. there on 


Nec, 12th. Hy a, Sacre) 
Walkie Talkies. Discussion as fey a eee of punehasiing these. re 
Decided to seek a vote at General Meeting. Cost $140.00. This is 

a special price for October/November. On large excursions they 

would be most useful to contact the leader etc. ~’ 


V.F.N.C. notified us that Orbost District } Enviranment ;Group ave 
concerned about acess road and tip in the William Hunter REserve. — 
Two pare orchids in the area. We have asked for- further. information. 


Club. to ‘thank A. P M Forests (Mr D. are for ‘prptection of Zieria 
veronicea. ... 


Supper Roster nasi 27th. Val Larson ~ Beryl Mathews. 


The next Business Meeting will be held on Wednesday November 2th 
at the YMCA rooms Morwell at 7.30 pm. 

Any interested mambers. are welcome at these meetings when Club 
business jis giscusted) 3a detail. 


; 
| 
cailConservation | Co- orginatdr report on Page 5 


Poe | Ay 
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COMING EVENTS 
LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATS. INC. 


xmas break-up 12th December 

Place ‘ Mr & Mrs A. Ringin's property 
"Bundilla' Coalville 

Time 12 noon 


Bundilla will be well sign-posted. 


Licola Camp-out 22~25th January 1988 
Further information ring 
JeWall 74 8117. 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 
No outing for January 1988 
Se ee es RE ee Sine Cees Ln a 
FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH 
Action days 3rd Sunday of the month 


Contact Mr Jack Brooks 
(056) 23 1563. 


re Se OTE ConA 
FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK 
Meeting 2nd Sunday of the month 


Contact Gail 22 1478 
Yvonne 22 25 97 


A.C.F. LOCAL GROUP 


Meeting 2nd Wednesday of the month 
Legal Aid Office 
Morwell. 


ee 


COMPLIMENTS OF THE SEASON TO ALL MEMBERS. 
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EXCURSION THROUGH WIRILDA AND TYERS STATE PARK. 


A ferns group of members accompanied by the guest speaker Mrs 
Jane Calder and her husband Dr. Malcolm Calder met at Tyers for the 
excursion through the Wirilda Project and ‘Tyers State Park. We 
travelled from Tyers to the entrance to the Wirilda Project and drove 
to the top of the hill. From this hilltop there is a commanding: © 
view of the Latrobe Valley industries, with the A.P.M.settling ponds 
in the foreground. These ponds are used by many water birds. 
Walking back a little way we found two species of mistletoe growing 


on the box trees Amyena miquellii, and Muellerina eucal toides, Box 
Mistletoe and Creeping Mistletoe. We noticed there was no EE GOS 
growing on the Eucalyptus cypellocarpa Mountain Grey Gum. 


Between the hilltop and the next point of interest which was the 

Conglomerate Wall, golden clouds of Acacia dealbata Silver Wattle, 
Ae mucronata Narrow-leaf Wattle, also Epacris impressa Common Heath, 
were in bloom. The cuttin of Conglomerate rock was once the bed: of i 
the river which has been uplifted. A good view of Tyers Gorge’ can 
be seen, also across the Gorge Peterson's ,Lookout. Again clouds of 
gold in the occasional sunlight this time from Acacia verticillata:~ . 
Prickly Moses, #-pycnanthe Golden Wattle, also lovely red an eerenn 3 
He lls of Correa reflexa, curly silk threads of Hakea sericea and 
Spy eae eu anys folium Dusty Miller. 


We anes along the track for a fair. distance _then walked to the 
top of the ridge, this is where we found Pomaderris ferruginea Rusty 
Pomaderris. On clear days’ a view of Baw Baw is. seen. ravelling: 
on we arrived at the main water pipeline feeding from Moondarra 
Reservoir to Morwell, Traralgon and SUaCUn ne ¢ districts, Nere wes! 
crossed the Tyers River twice. =. ' ect Ta 


“lik, Mien oe as 


' Our next point of interest ‘was: to; “ane cutting of ‘fédimentary meres, 
forced up at an acute angle. Fault lines can be.seen inthe rock oF 
face. Cotula coronopofolia Water. Buttons were. growing: in'the: ~water 
puddles. In flower were AsibnoTemas Se anuiane Honeypots .. § adage 

-Moondarra: Reservoir which has an danpemasieing history’ was: the: ROE. 
chosen for a leisurely lunch. '* We then gave thanks, said ‘goodbye ito. 
our guests who had to leave cage :We, decided. to. gO" on the: Wirilda. 
nature walk before continuing on ‘our!'way across, the Dam’ WalY ‘and: Sean 
the Boola Boola forest.’ ‘Most of this forest was. ‘clear® ‘felled for: : 
pulpwood for the A.P.M. in the 1950's. It was. , ‘allowed to ' regenenate 
naturally.and as far as is known there has been no loss of’ spéctes..:.» 
Finally our last stop for the day was at Jim,Peterson's Lookout so 
named after a very active and valued member, of our Club. The views 
at this point are superb, the river, the gorge, and across the valley. 

We enjoyed the fellowship for the day, had afternoon tea, and then 

left for home...) | 


8 eee vans Wall 


Ite KY mistake . a few Rncomectes information sheets were given omen 


Noe 2. Ae. muellerina ishoutd read= Muellerina eucalyptoides and 


Note. 7. Pomaderris Lane shouts read= Pomaderris ferruginea. 
ki oa ehh ee oy apologies. bi tihe! 
She Seto hie see ee 19 - Pp 
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BETTER RIVERS AND CATCHMENTS, VICTORIA 


In November 1983 the Victorian government released the'State of 
the Rivers' report which described the degraded condition. of rivers 
and their catchments. Following that report, the government in 1984 
set up its State of the Rivers Task Force to advise on the size of 
the problem and what could be done about it. 


The second State of the Rivers report, ‘Better Rivers ahd. 
Catchments’, suggests how rivers might be improved, their catchments 
stabilised and their environments upgraded. It considers the 

financial, administrative and technical resources needed for such, as 
identified by the task force. eek ees Shel 


The report outlines the basic principle objectives that should be 


_ considered in any program for acheiving better rivers. The main prin-~ 
ciple being that land and water management are inseparable. Plans must 
be developed on a ‘whole’ catchment, ‘whole’ iriver basis. Management 


_ should be based on preventative maintenance and also enhance and protect 
the natural environment. Catchment co-ordinating groups will be set 

up to ensure that all different works in a catchment contribute towards 

a common goal. Funding for improvement programs would be shared 

_ between the government and the landholders. 


Lee Catchment land management needs to be such. that more water is kept 
on the land, thereby reducing soil loss by run-off water. The report 
outlined that in our catchments there are 25,000 km of gullies actively 
eroding, water erosion affects 600,000 hectares of crop land and 2.4 
million hectares as grazing land and salinity affects 100,000 hectares 
of dry land. The estimated productive loss in crop land is $25-30 
-million.per’annum. The task force estimates that $154 million is 
yvequired to stabilise private land, of which landholders are to 
contribute half the cost. The cost of improving public land is 
estimated at $50 million, of which $30 million is for earth works, $10 
million for tree planting and $10 million for roads. 


The main problems with rivers are bank erosion, channel deepening; 
stream breakaways and siltation, The task force estimates that to 
stabilise our rivers through earthworks,preventative . maintenance and 
environmental improvement, the cost will be $69 million of which $14 
million would be from private landholders. They also estimate that an 
additional $3.5 million per annum will be required to deal with unfore~ 
seen problems such as those caused by natural disasters. 


| There are 63,000 km of river frontages of which 25,000 are publicly 
owned. Programs for upgrading and improving river frontages will 
need to take into account the need for stock grazing, protection of 
flora and fauna and provision for recreational use. The task force 
-pecommends that river frontages should never be cultivated, sensitive 
areas are to be fenced off, trees be planted and water troughs and 
hard standing areas be provided for stock watering. The estimated 
cost for public river frontage is $50 million. and for privately owned 
river frontages the cost is $30 million, of which half would be 

_ provided by farmers. 


. There is a need to collect more environmental facts so as to 
ensure river managers can take effective account of the environment 
in planning decisions. It will be necessary to systematically 
_deseribe the location and condition of catchment vegetation, land 
uses, wetlands, recreational areas, aquatic habitats, sites of ..... 


; 
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significance and instream barriers and obstructions. Also required 
is the minimum stream flow requirement to ensure environmentally 
exceptablé flows are maintained in all regulated streams. The 
task force estimates that a progran for environmental data 
collection and determining of minimum flow requirements will cost 
$10 million. : mae ere 


As vivers are to be managed ona “whole ‘catéhment basis, river. 
management boards have been established. . To ensure that these. 
boards operate to a central theme, the government has formed | a. small | 
number of committees that will co-ordinate these boards and also. 
allow land and river management to be linked. These committees: cristal 
develope catchment and RSESH CEB gone taey plans at a cost of $0.5 
million per annum. prea: dye ae ; 

The task force recommends that the government adopts a policy TO 
complete. these improvements by the year 2000. The complete cost of 
restoration of rivers and catchments is estimated to be $434 million, 
This would represent a cost of $44 million per annum, of which $13 
million’ will be provided from private sources. wer. ! balsa” 


The report provides a cost breakdown for the main rivers ‘and 
catchments in this state.. Of interest are our local rivers in the 
Mid Gippsland River Management Area. The La Trobe river consists 
of 5,000 square km area of private land which will-require $1.2 million 
of government money. The Thompson river consists of 6,000 square 
km area of private land and. will require $100,000 of government money. 
The Mid Gippsland Rivers Management Board will require $4.4 million for 
correction of currently actively deteriorating rivers. The cost for 
a 15 year program will be $513,000 per annum. iat 


The yeport includes a brief ouelane of oene river management area 
river problems. The description for the Mid Gippsland Management 
Board mentions the problems with high water flows in the La Trobe ::. 
river, Thompson river and Stony Creek causing erosion of river banks, 
stream breakaways (Rainbow Creek), choking of the Upper La Trobe, 
Tyers and Morwell rivers and the success in the BbavguIsAne) of the. 
Flynn and Se panel 72 Creeks. -! raetaeian 


Neil Grigg. 


Book aveitabte from Dept. Conservation, Forests and Lands. 
eral ae pBagee Cost $4.00. 


£15 BOE 


Sinan SEA ANEMONES 


In the SoseEaDeS nnatiinal fet: TI was “autebested’ to read that on. 
your trip to Walkerville North as. recorded by John Mewett the. group | 
found a "swimming anemoné” about which members knew Uebeles 7 ‘Well =i 
I think I can answer the query as’ to its identity although seeing © 
the slides taken could make this tentative identification a 
certainty or not. 


Mr interest in these anemones goes back to my university: days, 
more years than I care to remember, when,on a trip to either Flinders 
on ‘Western Port Bay” or near Williamstown on ‘Port Philip Bay, (the 
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years have made the exact locality elude me) I also found a. bubbly 
mass with brilliant red and blue stripes about the size of a large 
fist (some l4cms) which I later identified in Dakin's 


“Australian Seashores” as Phlyctenactis tuberculosa. 


A search through other references revealed no mention of this or 
a related species so the little I know about this unusual anemone 
comes solely from Dakin's book. It is rarely found attached, very 
unusual for séa anemones, and is said to swim by lashing its tentacles 
which is not unknowr th the group. Dakin records that it is found 
on rocky beaches as was the specimen I found and is recognised by 
the bladder like vesicles on the column which are hollow and connect 
with the central cavity and the brilliant and distinctive colouration, 
vertical blue stripes with brown or crimson and yellow, orange or : 
blue tentacles. (4 


There is a similar species with a similar generic name, which is O 
Phiyctenanthus australis which has a superficial resemblance to 
hiyctenactis in that the column also has vesicles on its surface 
ut the colours and habit are different. Vesicles on the column of 
sea anemone are most common on species from warmer waters. 


[ro 


ol hy 


a3) 


Barbara Nielson. 


WATER BIRDS PROVIDE AN HOUR OF BLISS 


Over the past week I have been watching the comings and goings 
of a GREAT EGRET visitor to the dam bordering the Traralgon Road 
and in full view of my windows. The cypress trees at the south 
end of the dam provide refuge between foraging forays, but the bird 
emerges and remains in full view of my window-based telescope for . 
varying periods before flying to ground level - allowing me to see O 
his breeding plumage blowing gossamer-like in the wind. 


Today, after eating lunch, with one eye on those cypresses; I 
had almost given up hope of a sighting when, having turned away for 
a few minutes, I looked again to see, in full view, not only the EGRET 
but, a few feet below him, a LITTLE PIED CORMORANT. 


To verify the latter's identity I drove down to the dam, picking 
up Con Tomlinson (who happened to be out garden watering) on the way, 
and parked on the roadside adjacent to both the dam and the cypresses. 


The Egret gave us a wide berth and a very watchful eye for about 
half an hour, standing statue-like with neck extended at times, at 
other times just standing, moving a little, or occasionally sitting 
in a reed~flattened track through standing reeds -- while WE watched 
a LITTLE GREBE, two EURASIAN COOTS and a SWAMP HEN swimming and 
diving in the water, and the LITTLE PIED CORMORANT sitting in a tree 
after short foraging sessions beyond a ridge on the far bank. 


Then the Egret seemingly decided that we were reasonably trust- 
worthy and flew to the bank beside the cypresses - and our hour of 
bliss: really began. 


He tentatively moved into the shallow water between the bank..... 
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-WATER BIRDS PROVIDE AN HOUR OF BLISS... 


“cand the réeds and then towards us, very hesitantly, showing us 
‘silhouettes of himself at all angles together with corresponding 
‘beautifully clear reflexions in the water. beneath. 


Imagine our reaction when a PURPLE SWAMP HEN and two tiny chicks 
emenged from the reeds just beyond the Egret and the parent proceeded 
to feed the chicks. Later, a third chick emerged. 


But there was still more to come. The SWAMP HEN or BALD COOT 
male parent approached from the grass beyond the dam and, seeing two 
RAVENS on the bank too near his babies, attacked them ~- soon helped 
by the hen; while the chicks quickly hid in the reeds. The ravens 
were quickly driven away. 


Oh, how I wished for a movie camera, or even a 'still' one so 
that I could have visually recorded and shared those delightful sights: 


Honor Crane 


DUTSON DOWNS 


The combined excursion between Bairnsdale FN.C. and L.VF.N.C. was 
attended by 28 members. 

The first stop on the excursion was at the corner of Vales Road 
to see the Wedding Bush, Sticky Boronia, Common Aotus, some orchids in 
bud and other flowers. t 

The Latrobe Valley Water and Sewerage Board personel had arranged ... 
entry to Dutson Downs farm for the day and we had morning tea and lunch 
in the vicinity of the offices. 

Beside No. 3 pond a spoonbill'’s nest, with 2 young birds poking 
their heads up, was in a large Eucalyptus viminalis tree. At the top 
‘of the tree was a raptor's nest. The bird showed its tail but we needed 
to see the head also for positive identification. However the bird 
would not co-operate so must remain nameless. In the same tree was a 
Striated Pardalote; but we were not sure if its nest was also in that 
tree. The Pink Zieria plants and the Thryptomene micrantha were flower- 
ing with’ several species of pea flowers. 

After’turning the long line of cars around, we walked along a 
tvack through bushland to see the unnamed Mint-bush, Pine-heath ~ one 
bush with red flowers instead of the uaual golden colour ~ Beard-heaths 
and many more. While all this was happening the birdos were compiling 
a lengthy list. o : + 

Round No.2 pond Chestnut Teai were plentiful. A domestic pigeon, 
hiding in the shrubbery, created a diversion. 

After lunch we wended our way to Golden Beach with a stop to see 
Seard Orchids and another to find the Metallic Sun-orchids. 

At Golden Beach, looking seawards a flight of 35 Shearwaters was 
the highlight of that area. While Gannets and Crested Terns were also 
identified. ; 

Along the coast road to Seaspray there were several stops to look 
at birds and the coastal flora. Bar-tailed Godwits were feeding on the 
edge of Lake Reeve and the Golden~headed Cisticola was singing in the 
peeds. 

Ice-creams all round at Seaspray completed.an enjoyable day. 

The bird list was approximately 57 species. Bon Thompson. 


P.S. The tiny purple flower at Dawson on the Bird excursion on Sat. 24th 
October was Linaria pelisseriana, common name Pelissers Toad-flax. 


a a a rk cea rn cer cr ie ee mins mee etre ohne at rer a Ee et A ae oe EAR a a eS ee a 
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submission., Holey Plains winninety: Reply maceauee from Dr.B.J.Conn. 
Latrobe Region Heritage Sites. Draft copy received for perusal and 
suggested alterations. B € O Thompson discussed with John Grimes 

of L.R.C. the botanical matters. David Thomas has agreed to check 
Geology and Geomorphological sites. Ellen Lyndon will check a copy 
and pass it on to the Rowes and any others who have knowledge in that 
area. ,Security for Major Water Allocations. Reply to our submission 
received from Minister for Water Resources., “Our Forest for the 
Future” Dept. C.F & L seminar on 1.12.1987 at 4p.m. in Melbourne - 
Invitation received., Natural Resources € Environment Committee report 
on “Access to Victoria's Parks" received., L.R.C. Latrobe Valley 
Special Investigation - final recommendations _received., 


Overburden Rehabilitation Committee , J.Wall. Final draft of Rehabilit- 
ation Plan received. Costing is the main concern. Outline of the 

revised programme for Future Activities was passed around. J.Wall has 
been invited to sit on this committee. Reports passed on to J.Blucher.. | 


Land Advisory Board, 0.Thompson. 9km of badly eroded land-care project 
on Fell's Creek being treated with stream barriers to impede fast flow, 
sloping banks and fencing to exclude stock; with co-operation of 6 
landholders; a 6 year project. 


LAUNCHING OF THE "LATROBE REGION” 


The Premier, Mr. Cain, launched the booklet "LATROBE REGION" to 
a well attended meeting. Members of Parliament, council members of 
the various towns, representatives from S.E.C., A.P.M., and others 
businesses and organisations attended. 

The booklet outlines the attractions of the region. It's really 
an advert for the Region to encourage more business people and also to 
attract skilled labour to the area as well as Coun tstey 

The present concept of the Region is of S.E.C. 

The L.R.C. is to be congratulated for ayesesting this pees anh to 
try and alter that image of the Region. 


A DIFFERENT KIND OF HOLIDAY 


The Australian National University will be conducting a 1988 
‘SUMMER SCHOOL ON THE ENVIRONMENT’. All courses are residential 
and will be held:- 

24-28 January Koscuisko in Summer in Kosciusko National Park. 
3-6 Februar Rainforest of Southern N.S.W. at Kioloa National Park. 


= 12 Febnuary. Native Plant Identification at Jervis Bay, South Coast ~ 
N. oW. 


10- 14 Februar Nature and Landscape Photography in Kosciusko National 
Park. 
For further information:- ‘Telephone (062) 493016, 494754. 

Centre for Continuing Education, ‘Australian National University, 
G.P.0. Box 4, Caberra A.C. Lis 2601. A 


HenE holiday to all members? Please write all the interesting 
nature notes down. -whe ther short, eee or. long and send to the 
_ editor. Best Wishes. 
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I.S.S.N. The National Library has assigned ISSN 1030-5084 to the 
Latrobe Valley Naturalist. It will appear on the new run of covers 
in March. 


distorical Records Search. Club documents viewed by M. Le Cheminant 
After discussion on the alternatives available for consent for access 
to our documents it was agreed the “Normal Access" be granted. 


Guest Speakers for 1988. Sec. has contacted speakers. Guidance 
obtained for several excursions. Programme will be handed out at 
Christmas break-up. 


Walkie-Talkies. Two purchased, together with NI-~CAD batteries. 


Eltham Excursion, 27 February 1988. Visit habitat of Copper Butter- 
flies in morning and another area of interest in afternoon ~ Olinda 
suggested. Fare to be $10.00 per head. Bus to leave Traralgon at 
8ea.m., Morwell at 8.15 and Moe at 8.30. 


Christmas Break-up 12 December. At Kath € Andy Ringin"s property at 
Coalville at 12 noon. Members bring own meat, salads and afternoon 
tea. Some will arrive from 10a.m. onwards to prepare. 


Finance:- Cheque accout balance $371.26 


Corres. in:- A.F.I. Distribution Ltd - Environmental video releases., 
Baringa Fair - Publicity., Val Callister - Mathison Park retention., 
C.C.V.News ~ Including invitation to opening of Environment Centre. , 
Coal Corp. of Vic. - Annual report., C.C.V. - Minutes of AGM 
Agenda of GM 27.11.1987., Dept of C F & L Queenscliffe - Bunurong Marine 
Reserve Material., Dept. C F € L Yarram - Invitation to launching 

of Bunurong M.P., F.N.C. Vic. - 0.D.E.G. material., F.O.M.N.P. - 
Newsletter Oct/Nov., Green's Bookshop ~ Catalogue., Historic Records 
Search - Access consent form & Care of Records., L.R.C. - Invitation 
to launch of Info. Strategy Plan., City of Moe - Red Cross Appeal., 
Shire of Morwell - Mailing list up-date., National Library - Film 
booking and shipping advice., National Library - 1I.8.S.N., Natural 
Environmental Inc.- Bunurong M.R. submission suggestions.,0.D.E.G. = 
Possible orchid damage (2 letters)., City of Traralgon - Red Cross 
Appeal. ,M.Austin - Thanks for good wishes., Request for help with 
“Churchill Bush"”., Coonawarra Farm Resort - Publicity and Price 
List for 1988., F.N.C. South Aust. = Cheque for car stickers., Dept. 
C.F. € L. - Invitation to “Our Forest for the Future”. 


Periodicals:- Vic. Naturalist., N.T. Newsletter., S.G.A.P. News., 


Corres out:- M.Dunbar Dutson Downs - Thanks., J.M.Landy ~- Arrangements 
for 27.11.1987., D.McCarthy A.P.M. - Thanks., Hon. F.Wilkes. Min. 
Housing - Mathison Park retention., Urban Lands Authority - Mathison 
Park Retention., Shire of Morwell., Hon. V.Callister M.L.A., Hon.B. 
Murphy M.L.C., Hon. R. Long M.L.C., ~ Mathison Park Retention., Save 
Mathison Park Committee - Mathison Park retention., National Library ~ 
Application for I.S8.S.N., Native Plant Pres. Society ~ Thanks., 
R.Scott - G.R.I.B. - Cheque., B.Traill ~ Thanks, and bird call tape., 
Change of address jabels sent to Dept. C F & L (Traralgon) F.0O.M.N.P., 
S.G.A.P., City of Moe. 


Cons. Committee : B.Thompson. Draft Code of Forest Practices. 
Submission forwarded. Acknowledgement received, plus summary of our.... 
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LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST 
DETAILS OF CONTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS. 


CLUB. HON SECRETARY. MEETING. 

LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C.Iinc. Mrs G.Trainor 7.30pm. on 4th Friday 
2 Laburnum St. each month at 
Morwell 3840 Reg.Education Centre 
Ph. 343659 Kirk Street Moe. 

SALE FLN.C. Mv .D.C.Macreadie 8.00pm. on Ist Friday 
Stoney Creek Road each month. Room 13 
Cowwarr 3857 Continuing Education 
Ph. 489251 Centre, Raymond St. 

Sale. 

WARRAGUL F.N.C. lier. F. Hanley Monthly Excursion 
9 Princes Highway CantacuEs 
Varracul 3820 ontact Secretary. 


Ph. 056 23 2747 


BAIRNSDALE F.N.C. Pauline Tully 8.00pm on 3rd Friday |. 
Waddell's Road each month. at 
Nicholson 3882 C.W.A.Hall 
Ph. 051 568290 Bairnsdale. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS. 

Due March 31st Payable to Hon. Treasurer Mrs A.Stewart 


P.O.Box 169 
' Newborough 3825 


NATUR#LIST $ 8.00 FAMILY $12.00 SINGLE MEMBER $10.00 
Subscription to Club includes Naturalist. 

LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST is the official publication of the 

Latrobe Valley Field NAturalist Club Inc. 


Contributions on any aspect of NAturai History are invited from 
MEMBERS OF ALL CLUBS and should be addressed to 


Hon. Editor 
Mrs.L.Long 
99 Chamberlain Road 
Newborough 3825. 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST — 
Registered by Australia Post 
Publication No.VBH 1569 
If Undeliverable return to 


2 Laburmum . St. Morwell 3840. 


Librarian L.V.F.N.C. 
Mrs. I. Peterson 

14 Barry St. 
MORWELL 3840 
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